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*Shrimp trawls, seines more than• 
500 sq. ft. permitted 3 - 9 miles 

Shrimp trawls and seines less than 
500 sq. ft. nearshore and inshore 
Florida waters - permitted inside 3 miles 

l mile out - nearshore & inshore East Coast 

3 miles out - nearshore & inshore West Coast 

3 - 9 miles West Co ast 

1 - 3 miles East Coast 

Federal Waters begin al 9 miles on West Coast 

Federal Waters begin al 3 miles on East Coast 
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Shrimp trawls, seines 
500 sq . ft . permitted I - 3 miles 

Shrimp trawls and seines 
less than 500 SlJ· ft . 
nearshore and insl1ore walers­
permitted inside 1 mile 

<1\1"; s1~t~'.wjt;t; 
Gulf -, 0-~ mil~ , . 
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No Gill or Other Entangling Nets in State Waters 
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\.,\FLORIDA CONS,TITUTION 

LirtqTING MARINE N.ET FISIDNG 
~ llEFFECTIVE .JUl,Y I, 1995 ~'.i<. 
.IJ' \ 11 '\.z~·t 

l. Prohibit~;t e use of all gill or ,e4~angling nets in.~ 
all Statef~ters. Does not in~l~Cle cast nets . -~":k 

rjH} l fi -~~ 
N/fi l it ;~ 

te '£'.Alers ! { ~ 
E C ;r i! 0 3 il . ff ast .PfSl - ut to m t;S' ~ : 

West '.¢.!fast - On~.J3o~ilniles ·•· 
//I fi'~"" . ·" t:\ 

2. Proltih~tS-tbe use of other nets •9ver 500 
feet of mesh area in neargbore and inshore 

a{~aters, Includes Cast N~fs. 
4 1 
~ i 

May use ti;p more than two lillCh net$ from a vessel. 
May not &tnnect the nets. ~ 
May use ,bhly one such net if uot on t vessel . 

Ii I 
Nearsbore and Inshore Florida Wllters 

,1/ I ._J!~,)~2~~~ 
Easj',Coasl - Out to 1 mile · .·c~".'.?;.',?~··· 
Wy,f Coast - 01~t,,t9~~;yrues :. ~ 
/!/ ,, <"<' :;!?0' 

3. j .' his scctjo~ does not apply 10 the use of n1· 1 ~ for 
/ Sci_$µtifiif'Research or Governmental Purpose, ·' 

iY '"@quires special activity license to be is~ued by 
f!Stat~. 
iT-Y ~ ~- ~-« ,,: 

4. Penalty - AsHrovided in 370.021(2)(a),(h).(c),(6) 
<t ·'~ 47 

and (7) FloridatStat#}eB· 

~· ?·' .. l, '. ht Comi<:tion 
Not mor~!lhan 60 dayk'1~prisonmeul 

$100 to $500 Fine''onBoth 
\i \ 

2nd Couyiction withiu l2 nuuuh~ 
Not more than 6 months ~~s,Priment 

$250 to $1000 Fine !Qt Both .· 'f' 

Second Conviction witliJ:ri:.:,i~t;~onths 
(same rule over 100 J..b~"rof finfish) 

Additional $5 per pound 

Violation Over 1000 lbs. Finfish 
Additional penalty equal to 
wholesale value of Finfuh 

5 . Related Florida Statutes and Rules 
Florida Statute 370.092 - Carriage of 
Proscribed Nets Across Florida Wate1 ~ 
Requires a permit to transport nets p 1 ohihited by 
article X, Section 16 of the Constituti1 n - gill and 
entangling nets and those over 500 sq1 are feet. 

The1·e is no charge for the permit . Th : permit 
must be on board and the number dis 11layed. The 
displayed number must he 10" in heig 1l and 
identifiable from the air and water. 

V~sse~ containing or transporting pro 1ibited nets 
shah-pr'oceed as directly, continuousl1 and expedi­
tiously' as posE>i~le. 

~-:; ....... ~_·;,~ 

Exceptio~S to Pe~t -R:e~rements 
"~, · ·~~~1.0~ ·. ; .,,, 

l. Vessels thal are docked . · ·' L :'.~~-

2. Vessels ~sing .IJ,ets in aquaculture 1. 1 1eratl~-~s . 
~!> Y.esseis anchore4~ staii;;~~!~~~ a~ l~mg"i§fn,o ;; 
, S"Jish· are ··en.rrieshed~~ the-gill or en t.mgling nets . 

4\:'Y~~sels containing it-,~1 ne~~ ~s !01 g ~.s f.!~ 'b;-,. • . 

tr·a)fl's doors or ~am~.:are' n.."Q°t;q~p oyed in the 
, ~aier. " - ,., 

5. Vessels displaying a federal EEZ I' -rn1it numher·· 
may diisplay the feiter '~.N" immedi 1tely follow..:·, 
ing the federal nuriine~ ;ind he in 1 •Jmpliance 
with the. per~it requirements~·'';, " 

6 . . yessels containing or transporting nn;,_,~!-'.~s- . 
,, · which are rolled, fo lded or proper y~st6wed in 

sealed containers so as to ma.k-e: th. i1· immediate 
use impractical. _ _,,#;}'}'· 

,~. Addition.al Penal_~s 
-:<' ,,. •. ~ 

' F.S. 370 . 0~~ . provides for the followin; penalties 
fonio1a!idris of Article X, Sect!?n 16 · .r any rules 
the ~·s; implements for ~ge.arri~~rfoti .. m; .!!ll2Il-. 
conviction: ~,,~ 

4t-'.>· 
First conviction within 7 yeat ~ 

90 day suspension of SPL 

Second conviction within 7 ye; 1-s , 
Lifetime revocation of SPL and $5,(10if .fine 

~ 

DEPARTMENT OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 

DIVISION OF 

LAW ENFO.RCE.MENT 

Tbi~ is ~- constituti?nal amendment 
that l:.UrUts marine ne:t fishing in Florida 

wa~.e~~ It limit~;}he us~ of ne~~~f,_,, 
>~ c.m-s}.Wig ·s~!.1'!at~,.,(infish~ shetl£j~n, or 

> f>ther marine "'cVilmals by probibiting 
.?fthe use of gill ~pd other entangling nets 

, !J in all Floridl}~waters . Please· see fact 
j'}' sheet enclo"d in this form/or addi-

1/ tional info~ation. J 
l h\ 

Persons :;violating this sectiijn shall be 

, ·' ,._,,., , ~"·'"""'.,p~~osec·1·µ•~e~ .,~~~l'l!~!~hed····.1,•,:f~.! r~9~~, to .· 
···' lnff'' pe;nafhes proVIile<t:. 1J> '.'"'Sect10n 

370.oj (2)(A)(B)(C)6. an~7 . , Florida 
Statu,s (1991). t 

I : 
If ycju have any question~, as Lo tjJ,!};ffe 

legats~~»:~pj,,yflUJt;~~;t, ~le\se caj,l• ~be 
,,,,,,, .••. ,,\ff'""";'~e&~est fJeld offi~e . of\~~l ,¥f onda 

.• . . . . .dsP"'··· Manne Patrol by dialing ';;·; .. ' 
~ Tfifrd convi((tion within 7 yea ·s ··" ,,,.v 1f1;; 

1-800-DIAL-FMP ( 1-800-342-5367) Lifetime revocati;;·~tt{r~~~ and $5,1 oq,.fiil~ . .. 
·~v .. 
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CONSTITUTION 
0 F' 'I'Ir?; 

STATE OF FLORIDA 

ARTICLE .X 

Section 16. Limiting Marine Net Fishing. . 

P. C:' 

(a) The marine resources of the state of Florida belong to 
all or the people or the state and should be conserved and managea 
for the benefit of the state, its f?BOpler and future generations. 
To this end· the people hereby enact limi tatlons on marine net 
.fishing in Florida. W.;!te.rc to protoct c3l twc. ter finfich, clwll:tish. 1 

and otlJGr m~rinG &ni:ma.ls froin unnecessary killing-, overfishing, and 
~ras"te. 

(b) For 'the purpose o:t catching or taking any .sa-1 tw·.gter 
finfish, shellrish, or other marine animals in Florlaa waters: 

1. No gill .nets or other entangling nets shall be used in 
any Florida waters; and 

2.. In ad di ti.on to the prohibition G6t forth in 1. 1 no otbcx: 
typa of not containing more than 500 square feet of mesh area shall 
be used in nearshor8 and .inshore Florida waters. Additionallyr no 
more t.han two such nets, ·which shall not be conJ1t?Cted, shall be 
used from a..ny vessel~ and no person not on a vessel shall use more 
than one such net in nearslwre and inshore Fl.orida "k"aters. 

(c) For purposes of this section: 
1. "Gill netn menns one or more 1t~alls of netting ~-thich 

capturgf> sal twu.tGr fin:fiI:h by o.nsn.&ring or Gnta.ngling tho:m in the 
meshe~ of the net by the gillsr and 11 ont.a.ngling nGt" ;roGans- a d:::ift 
net, trammel net_, stab netr or any other net ·which captures 
sal t""l\rater :finf ish, shellfish, or other marine animais by causing 
all or part of heads, fins, legs, or otlwr body parts to become 
entangled or ensnared in the meshes of the net, but a hcnd thrown 
cast net is not a gill not or entangling net; 

2 .. Hf.fG.sh area" of a n~t :zrlGans tbe total .area of netting idth 
the ·roeshes open to comprise tho naximum squar~ footnge. ThG £qua:o· 
~ootage sh~ll be calculated using st2ndaxd mathematical formulas 
ror geometric shapes. Seines and o~her rectangular nets shall be 
calculated using the ma.xi1num length a:id IJaximum lddth or the 
nettinq. Tre:.wls and other bag type nets she.II be calculated as a 
cone using the maximum circumference of the n~t I:J.outh to deri ye the 
radius~ and the maximu~ length ~rom the net ~outh to the tEil end 
of the net to derivQ tho .sla..."1t hsight. Calculations :for any other 
nGts or combination ty~ not> shall b~ basGd on the shapes of the 
i~dividual components; 

3. ~coastlineH means tbe tsrritorial sea base line ~or Lhe 
S"tate of Florida esta.bl.ished pursuant to the lm..-s or the United 
S~~teG of Anerica; 

4 • ., F 1 or id a ~r.:;. t c r G " me a.J1 s the w iJ. t er s or t:.h e .At 1 e.n ti c 0 c e tL'1 / 

th>? Gulf of Mexico, thQ straits: of Florida, a.nd any other bodies of 
·,i..-2ter under the jurisdiction of thG stato of .Florida,, h"hQthor 
coastal, int.racoast~l or inl~nd, and any part thereor; and 

5. "Ne2rs[1ore and inshore Florida h'a.ters" means 211 Florida. 

l 



waters inside a line three miles seaward of the coastlinQ along thQ 
Gulf of Mexico and incido 8 line one mile sGawaxd of tho coa~tline 
along thg Atl~ntic OcQan. · 

(d) This section shall_ not apply to the use or nets for 
sciG.ntific research or governmental purposes9 

(e} Persons viol~ting t11is section shall be prosecuted and 
puni~hed pi.irsuant to tha penal. ties provided in section 
370.021(2) (e), (b)~ (c)6. and 7~, nnd (e), Florida statutes (1991), 
unless and until the legislature enacts more stringent p<?nalties 
for violation.c hQrcaof. On and after tlH~ efff?ctive date of this 
~Qction, law onforcement officers.in the·state are authorized to 
enforcG the provisions of this sect:ion in the same manner and 
authority as if a violation or this section constituted a violation 
o:[ Chapter 370, Florida Statutes (1991). 

(f) It; is the intent of this section that imple .. 11enting 
legis1ution is not required for enforcing any viol~tions hergof, 
but nothing in this section prohibits tha s~tablishment by law or 
pursuant to law of more restrictions on the use of nets for the 
purposG of catching or taking any saltwater .rint:ishl' shellfis}1, or 
other marine animals. 

(g) If any portion of this section is h~ld invalid for any 
reason, the remaining portion of this .section, to the fullest 
extent possible, shall ba severod f:roro the void portion and giwm 
the fullest pocsible foroe and application. 

(h) This section shaJ..l take effect on the· July 1 next 
occurring after approval hereof by tha vote of the electors. 

2 



water~ inside a line three miles senward of the coastlin~ along thQ 
Gulf of Mexico and inside a line o~e mile soaward of thg coastline 
ulong thQ Atlantic Ocga.n. 

(d) This section shall not apply to the use or nets for 
scirmtific research or governmental purposes. 

(e) Persons violating cilis section shall be prosecuted and 
punished p"ursuant to the penal ties provided in section 
370.021(2) (e), (b), (c)6. and 7., ~nd (e), Florida Statutes (1991), 
unless and until the legislature ~nacts more stringGnt pGnalties 
:for violations: hgrcaof. On and after t.ll<~ <?ffective date of t:his 
~gction, law onforcement officers .in the·stat~ arQ authorized to 
enforce the provisions of this cect:ion in the same rnanner and 
authority as i~ a violation or this section constituted a violation 
of Cliapter 3 70, Florida Statutes (1991) • . 

(f) It is the intent of this section that: implementing 
leqis1ation is not required for enforcing any violations herGof, 
but nothing in this section prohibit~ tho G$tablishmenc by law or 
pursuant to la~ of more restrictions on the use of net~ for the 
purposQ of catching or taking any saltwater rinrish, shellfish, or 
other marine animals. 

(g) If any portion of this section is held invalid for any 
reason, the remaining portion of this .section, to the fullest 
extent possible, shall ba ssvsrQd froro ~ha void portion and givGn 
the fullest pocsible foroe and application. 

(h) This section shall take effect on t:he · July 1 next 
occurring after approval hereof by th9 vote of the Glecrors. 

2 
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F.S. 1995 SALTWATER FISHERIES Ch. 370 

hand and without use of any motor-driven boat or vehi· 
cle . 

(b)1. No recreational net may be set or hauled 
within 100 feet of any other recreational or commercial 
net. 

2. No recreational net shall be used after the hours 
of sunset and before sunrise between May 1 and Sep­
tember 15 of each year. 

3. Unless the user of a recreational net is also a 
holder of a permit specified in subsection (4), no user of 
a recreational net shall retain on the beach, in a vehicle 
on the beach, or in a boat, during the time that such net 
is in use. more than one bushel container of fish per net 
in use. All fish in ex.cess of one bushel container per net 
and all unwanted species taken shall be returned alive 
to the waters when caught. . 

(6) Any nets, boats, vehicles, or paraphernalia used 
in violation of the provisions of this section may be 
seized and. upon conviction of the offender, may be con· 
fiscated or destroyed by order of the court as provided 
by s. 370.061 . 

History.-s. 1. ch . 77-310. s. 3. ct1 . 78-404. s. 1, ch . 79- 328, s. 7. ch . 83-134 ; s 
2 . ci1 84-121 : s. 1. ch . 85-1G3: SS. 7 , 17. ch 85-2:14 , s. 123. Ct1. 92-279: s 55 , Ch . 
92-326: s. 222. Cl1 . 94-35G. 

'Note.-Rcµcalcd ctlect1ve July 1, 191:5. lly s. 7, ch . 83-134. as amended by· s 
2. ch 84-121. nnd by::;. 1, c11 85-163 , wl11c:t1 fw1hcr prov1d0:; tt1al d the; Govcrno1 
and Cabinet have not adopted arirror11a1r' rules by July 1. 1985. this section shall 
remain 1n torcc untii suct1 rules arc cttcc11vr: Sect ion 9. ch. 83-134. provides :hat , 
p11or to the adoption ot rules amending , rcMJopung . or repealing those prov1s1ons 
sci kirlh 1n e 7, the tkmne F 1shc11cs Cornm1$s1on shill! nold a public hearing 1hcreon. 
and no such amcndmcn1, rcadopilon. or repc;i l shall be acted upon un11t 11 has bc:cn 
determined. b;,scd upon nppropnatc 11nd1ngs of tact . that such action will not 
adversely altcct iho resource. 

370.083 Special acts prohibited.-Pursuant to s . 
11 (a)(21 ), Art. Il l of the State Constitution, the Legisla· 
ture hereby prohibits special laws or general laws of 
local application affecting the sale or purchase of speck­
led sea trGut or weakfish in the state . 

History.-s 2, ch 75-272 

370.09 Industrial hazards; oil deposits discharge 
prohibited .-lt is unlawiul for any person to discharge, 
11ow, drain or deposit oil or to suffer or permit oil to be 
discharged. flowed, drained or deposited upon or into 
anv of the salt waters of the state. either from or out of 
any vessel. barge, or other floating craft. or from any 
wharf, mill. mine, factory or other establishment or place 
whatever. · · 

Hist ory.-'.. 2 :::n 28145 . 1953 

370.092 Carriage of proscribed nets across Florida 
waters .-

( 1 )(a) This section applies to all vesse ls containing 
or otherwise transporting in or on Florida waters any gill 
net or other entangling net and to all vessels containing 
or otherwise transporting in or on Florida waters any net 
conta ining more than 500 square feet of mesh area. 

(b} This section does not apply to vessels containing 
or otherwise transporting in or on Florida waters dry nets 
which are rolled. folded. or othervvise properly stowed in 
sealed containers so as to make their immediate use as 
fishing implements impracticable . 

(2} The department is authorized to create and 
administer 2 net transit permit program. upon this act 
becoming a law. The department shall issue a permit to: 

(a} Persons and vessels that engage in lawful fishing 
operations using beyond Florida waters gill nets or other 
entangling nets 

(b) Persons and vessels that engage in lawful fishing 
operations using beyond nearshore and inshore Florida 
waters nets containing more than 500 square feet of 
mesh area. 

(3) Beginning July 1, 1995, every vessel containing 
or otherwise transporting in or on Florida waters any gill 
net or other entangling net shall display the number of 
the permit issued pursuant to subsection (2). No person 
shall operate such a vessel unless the permit is on board 
and the permit number is displayed in a manner pre­
scribed in subsection (5). 

(4) Beginning July 1, 1995, every vessel containing 
or otherwise transporting in or on nearshore and inshore 
Florida waters any net containing more than 500 square 
feet of mesh area shall display the number of the permit 
issued pursuant to subsection (2) . No person shall oper­
ate such a vessel unless the permit 1s on board and the 
permit number is properly displayed in the manner pre­
scribed in subsection (5). 

(5) The permit number required by this section shall 
be permanently and conspicuously displayed on the 
vessel so as to be readily identifiable from the air and the · 
water . The display shall be as follows: 

(a) The characlers shall be in block characters of 
good proportion not less than 10 inches in height and 
shall read from left to right. 

(b) The characters shall be of a solid color which will 
contrast with the backoround and shall be so main­
tained as to be ciearly \~Sible and legib le. 

(c)1 . The permit number shall be displayed horizon· 
tally facing up on the uppermost structural portion of the 
vessel or similar area so as to be clearly visible from the 
air. 

2. The permit number shall be permanently dis· ' 
played on bolh the port and starboard sides of the ves­
sel near amidships or on the vessel 's superstructure so 
as to be clearly visible from the wate r. 

(d) Notwithstanding any other provision of this act to 
the contrary, any .vessel which displays a permit number 
required to fish in the federal Exclusive Economic Zone 
(EEZ) shall be in compliance with this act by displ2ying 
the letter N immediately following the number required 
to fish in the EEZ. 

(6) Every vesse l containing or otherwise transport- . 
ing in or on Florida waters any g ill net or other ~ntangling 
net and every vessel containing or otherwise transport· 
ing in or on nearshore and inshore Florida waters any net 
containing more \han 500 square feet of mesh area shall 
proceed 2s directly , continuous ly, and expeditiously as 
possible . Exceptions shall be provided for docked ves· 
sels. for vessels which utilize nets in aquacu lture opera­
tions . for vessels anchored in state waters as long as no 
marine species are enmeshed in the gill or entangling 
nets on board, and for vessels containing trawl nets as 
long as the trawl 's doors or frame are not deployed in 

the water. Otherwise , hovering , drifting, and other simi· 
lar activities inconsistent with the direct, continuous, 
and expeditious transit of such vessels shall be evi­
dence of the unlawful use of such nets . The presence 
of fish 1n such a net is not evidence of the unlawful use 
o1 the net 11 the vessel is otherwise in compliance with 
this section. 

(7) A permit issued pursuant to this section is iree 
of cr1arge. need not be renewed, and is valid until: 

1335 
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Ch. 370 SALTWATER FISHERIES F.S. 1995 

(a) There is a change in interest or ownership of the 
1essel for which a permit was issued; or 

(b) The department rescinds or revokes the permit 
as provided in subsection (8). 

(B)(a) The department may rescind a permit if it 
determines that the permit application contained false, 
fraudulent, or misleading information. 

(b) In addition to being subject to the other penalties 
provided in this chapter, any violation of s. 16, Art. X of 
the State Constitution or any rules of the Marine Fish­
eries Commission which implement the gear prohibi­
tions and restrictions specified therein shall be consid­
ered a major violation; and any person, firm, or corpora­
tion convicted of such violation shall be subject to the 
following additional pe,nalties: 

1. For a first major violation within a 7-year period, 
suspension of the saltwater products license for 90 
days. 

2. For a second major violation within a 7-year 
period, a civil penalty of $5,000 and suspension of the 
saltwater products license for 12 months. 

3. For a third and subsequent major violation within 
a 7-year period, a civil penalty of $5,000, lifetime revoca­
tion of the saltwater products license, and forfeiture of 
all gear and equipment used in the violation. 

(c) During the period of license suspension or revo­
cation under this section, the licensee may not fish from 
any vessel that is harvesting those saltwater products 
involved in the violation which resulted in the suspen­
sion or revocation. 

(d) Rescission and revocation proceedings under 
th is section shall . be governed by chapter 120. 

(9) The department is authorized to make and adopt 
reasonable rules. regulations, and orders, includ ing 
emergency rules, to implement this section. 

History.-s. 7. ch. 95-.:14 . 

370.10 Crustacea, marine animals, fish; regula­
tions; general provisions.-

( 1) OWNERSHIP OF FISH, SPONGES, ETC.-All 
fish, shellfish, sponges, oysters, clams, and crustacea 
found within the rivers. creek s, canals, lakes, bayous, 
lagoons. bays, sounds, inlets, and other bodies of water 
within 1he jurisdiction of the state, and within the Guli of 
Mexico and the Atlantic Ocean within the jurisdiction of 
the state, excluding all privately owned. enclosed fish 
ponds not exceeding 150 acres, are the property of the 
state and may be taken and used by its citizens and per· 
sons not citizens, subject to the reservations and restric· 
tions imposed by these statutes. No wa ter bottoms 
owned by the state shall ever be sold, transferred, dedi· 
cated, or otherwise conveyed without reserving in the , 
people the absolute right to fish thereon, except as oth­
erwise provided in these statutes. 

(2) TAKING SALTWATER ANIMALS FOR EXPERI­
MENT AL. SCIENTIFIC, AND EXHIBITIONAL PURPOSES . 
Notwithstanding any other provisions of general or spe· 
cial law to the contrary, the department may issue per­
mits, upon such terms, conditions, and restrictions as it 
may presc1 ibe by rule, to any properly accredited per­
son permitting him or her to collect and possess saltwa­
ter animals for experimental, scientific, and exhibitional 
purposes. Such permits may allow collection of speci-

mens without regard to, and not limited to, size, sea­
sonal closure, collection method, reproductive state, or 

. bag limit. Permits issued under the provisions of this 
section may be suspended or revoked by the depart­
ment if it finds that the permitholder has violated this 
section, department rules or orders, or terms or condi­
tions of the permit or has submitted false or inaccurate 
information in his or her application. 

History.-s. 2, Ch. 28145, 1953: SS. 25. 35, Ch. 69-106; s. 284 , ch . 71-136; s. 1, 
ch. 78-70; s . i, ch. 80-90: s. 221. ch. 81-259; s. 8. ch. 85-234: s. 557, ch. 95-148. 

370.101 Saltwater fish; regulations.-
(1) The Division of Marine Resources is authorized 

to establish weight equivalencies when minimum 
lengths of saltwater fish are established by law, in those 
cases where the fish are artificially cultivated. 

(2) A special activity license may be issued by the 
division pursuant to s. 370.06 for catching and posses­
sion of fish protected by law after it has first established 
that such protected specimens are to be used as stock 
for artificial cultivation. 

(3) No permit may be issued pursuant to subsection 
(2) until the division determines that the artificial cultiva­
tion activity complies with the provisions of ss. 253.67-
253.75 and any other specific provisions contained 
within this chapter regarding leases, licenses, or permits 
for maricultural activities of each saltwater fish, so that 
the public interest in such fish stocks is. fully protected. 

History.-s 1. ch . 67-546; ss . 25. 35. ch. 69-106; s. 1. ch. 78-78: s. 78, ch. 
79- 16'1; s . 8. ch. 86-240. 

370.102 State preemption of power to regulate.­
The power to regulate the taking or possession of salt­
water fish, as defined in s. 370.01, is expressly reserved 
to the state. This section does not prohibit a local gov­
ernment from prohibiting, 1or reasons of protecting the 
public health, saiety, or welfare, saltwater fishing from 
real property owned by that local government. 

History.-s. 1. en 73-208: s. 1. ch. 89-273. 

370.103 Agree~·e·nts with Federal Government for 
the preservation of saltwater fisheries; authority of 
department-The Department of Environmental Pro­
tection is authorized and empowered to enter into coop­
erative aareements with the Federal Government or 
agencies thereof for the purpose of preserving saltwater 
fisheries within and without s1ate waters and for t~e pur­
pose of protecting against overfishing, waste, depletion, 
or any abuse whatsoever. Such authority includes the 
authority to enter into cooperative agreements whereby 
the Division of Law Enforcement of the department is 
empowered to enforce federal statutes and rules per­
taining to fisheries management. When differences 
between state and federal laws occur, state laws shall 
take precedence. 

History.-s. 1, ch 83-225: s. 223. ch . 94 - 356. 

i370.11 Fish; regulation.-
( 1) CATCHING FOOD FISH FOR PURPOSES OF 

MAKING OIL PROHIBITED.-No person shall take any 
food fish from the waters under the jurisdiction of the 
state, for the purpose of making oil, fertilizer or compost 
1herefrom. Purse seines may be used , for the taking of 
nonfood fish for the purpose of making oil, fertilizer or 
compost. 
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of Florida: Monroe County of Florida ( 1953). Monroe 
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46-3.002 Repeal of Chapter 21138. Laws 46-3.019 Repeal of Chapter 1970-4, Laws 
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73-652, Laws of Florida (1973), (Repealed) 

Volusia Counry Special Act. 46-3.026 Repeal of Dixie and Levy 

46-3.009 Brevard County: Turkey Creek Counties Special Acts . 

and Crane Creek Gear (Repealed) 
Specifications; Definitions. 46-3.027 Repeal and Readoption of 

46-3.010 Repeal of Chapter 57-1252, Laws Ponions of Chapter 25788 , Laws 
of Florida (1957), Dade County of Florida (1949), as Amended 
Special Act. (Repealed) by Chapter 70-668, Laws of 

46-3 .011 Repeal and Readoption of Florida (1970), Duval Counry 

Ponions of Chapter 61-2566, Special Act. (Repealed) 
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(Repealed) Ponions of Chapter 69-1097, 
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24111. Laws of Florida (1947), Amended by Chapter 70-707, 

as Amended by Chapter 25423, Laws of Florida ( 1970). and 
Laws of Florida (1949), Special Chapter 73-482 (1973), 

Acts of Bay, Washingron. Hernando County Special Act. 

Walton, and Okaloosa Counties . 46-3.030 Repeal of Chapter 67-2111, Laws 
(Repealed) of Florida (1967), Hillsborough 

46-3 .014 Repeal of Bay, Gulf, Franklin, County Special Act. (Repealed) 
and Wakulla Counties Special 46-3 .031 Repeal and Re.adoption of 
Acts. (Repealed) Ponions of Chapter 21365. Laws 

46-3.015 Repeal of Chapter 79-29:?. , Laws of Florida (194 1 ). Manatee 
of Florida (1979) , Taylor, Dixie, County Special Act. 
Levy , Citrus, Pasco and 46-3.032 Repeal of Ponions of Chapter 
Hernando Counties Special Act. 71-770, Laws of Florida (1971 ), 
(Repealed) Manin County Special Act. 

46-3.016 Repeal of Chapter 83-190, Laws 46-3.033 Repeal of a Ponion of Chapter 
of Florida (1983), Hernando, 65 -2435. Laws of Florida 
Pasco, and Cit.rus Counties ( 1965), Pasco County Special 
Special Act. (Repealed) Act. (Repealed) 
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46-3.034 

46-3 . .035 

46-3.036 

46-3.037 

46-3.038 

46-3.039 

46-3.040 

Repeal and Readopdon of 
Ponions of Chapter 29~32, Laws 
of Florida (l 953), Pinellas 
County Special Ac.t. (Repealed) 

Repeal and Readoption of 
Ponions of Sarasota Counry 
Special Acts. (Repealed) 

Repeal of Chapter 70-962, Laws 
of Florida ( 1970), Taylor County 
Special Act. (Repealed) 

Repeal and Readoption of 
Ponions of Chapter 7613, Laws 
of Florida (1917), Walton 
County Special Act. (Repealed) 

Repeal of Chapter 6] -19 J 4, Laws 
of Florida (1961), as Amended, 
Brevard County Special Act. 
(Repealed) 

Repeal of Chapter 3115:?., Laws 
of Florida (1955), Pasco County 
Special Act. (Repealed) 

Repeal of Chapter 21605, Laws 
of Florida (1941), Taylor County 
Special Act. (Repealed) 

46-3.001 Repeal of Chapter 63-1652, Laws of 
Florida, Monroe County Special Act. 
Spec~fic Authorit)' 370.027(2) FS., Section 2, Chapter 
83 -134, Laws of Florida, as amended by Chapter 84-121, 
lAws of Florida. LAw Jmplemenzed 370.027 FS., Section 
2, Chapzer 83-134, Laws of Florida. as amended by 
Chapzer 84-121, Laws of Florida. His1ory-New 7-2-87, 
Repealed J-1-96. 

46-3.0'J2 Repeal of Chapter 21138, Laws of 
Florida; Closure of Certain Areas of 
Caloosahatchee River in Lee County to Netting; 
Exceptions. 
Spec~fic Aurhoriry 370.027(2} FS., Section 2, Chapter 
83-134, Laws of Florida, as amended by Chapter 84-121, 
Laws of Florida. Law implemented 370.025, 370.027 FS., 
Seczion 2, Chapter 83-134, Laws of Florida; as amended 
by Chapter 84-121, Laws of Florida. History-New 
5-J-88, Amen.tied 9-1-93, Repealed 1-1-96. 

46-3.003 Repeal of Chapter 165721 Laws of 
Florida (1933), Monroe C~mnty Special Act. 
Specific Authon'ry 370.027(2) FS., secrion 2, Chapter 
83-134, .Laws of Florida . Law lmplemenred 370.027 FS .. 
seciion 2, Chapter 83-J 34, Laws of Florida . Hisrory-New 
1-1-89, Repealed i-1-96. 

46-3.004 Repeal of Dade Count)' Special 
Acts. 
Spec~fic Authoriry 370.027(2) FS., secrion 2 of Chap1er 
83-134, Laws of Florida , as amended by Chnpter 8-4-121, 
Laws of Florida. Law Implemented 370.027 FS .. secrion 2 
of Chapter 83-134, Laws of Florida, as amended by 
Ciu:iprer 84-121, Laws of Florida. Hisrory-New 1-1-89, 
Repealed 1-1-96. 

46-3.005 Repeal of Sl, Johns County Special 
Acts. 
Specific Authority 370.027(2) FS., section 2, Chapter 
83-134. Laws of Florida, as amended by Chapter 84·121 , 
Laws of Florida. Law implemented 370.027 FS., Section 
2, Chapter 83-134. Laws of Florida, as amended by 
Chapzer 84 -121, Laws of Florida. History-New 1-1-89, 
Repealed 1 -1-96. 

46-3.006 Repeal of Chapter 81-202, Laws of 
Florida (1981) , Wakulla County Special Act. 
Specific Authority 370.027(2) FS.. scc11on 2. Chap1cr 
83-134 Laws of Florida. Law implemented 370.025, 
370.027 FS .. sec1ion 2, Chapter 83-134, Laws of Florida . 
Hisrory--New 9-10-89, Repealed 1-1 -96. 

46-3.007 Repeal of Sections of Chapter 17493, 
Laws of Florida (1935), Bay County Special 
Act. 
Spec~(ic Au.thoriry 370.027(2) FS., Section 2, Chapter 
83-134, l..Aws of Florida. Law Jmplemcn.ted 370.027 FS .. 
Section 2, Chapter 83-134, Laws of Florida. Hisrory-New 
10-19-89, Amended 4-18-90, Repealed 1-1-96. 

46-3.008 Repeal, Amendment, and 
Readoption of Sections of Chapter . 70-973, Laws 
of Florida (1970), as Amended_ by Chapter 
73w652, Laws of Florida (1973), Volusia County 
Special Act. 

(1) The Marine Fisheries Commission has 
determined thar repeal and readoption of portions 
of Chapter 70-973, Laws of Floriga (1970), as 
amended by Chapter 73-652, La~ of Florida 
(1973), a Volusia County Special Act, wilJ not 
adversely affect the marine resources of Volusia 
County or of the State of Florida. The law 
provides for the regulation of fishing and 
fisheries-related activities in the . saltwaters of 
Volusia County. 

(2) Chapter 70-973, Laws of F1ori<la (1970), as 
amended by Chapter 73-652, Laws of Florida 
(1973), a rule of the Department of Environmental 
Protection (fonnerly the Deparunent of Natural 
Resources) pursuant to paragraph (5)(c) of Section 
2 of Chapter 83-134, Laws of Florida, is hereby 
repealed. 

(3) This section intend-ed--t6- readopt cenarn · 
provisions of Chapter 70-973, Laws of Florida 
(1970), as amended by Chapter 73-652, Laws of 
Florida (1973), as a Commission rule. As of the 
effective dare of this section, the aforesaid Chapter 
70-973, Laws of Florida (1970), as amended by 
Chapter 73-652, Laws of Florida (1973), as 
readopted, shall read as follows: 

(a) It is unlawful for any person, firm or 
corporation to harvest or anernpt to harvest marine 
species of fish in the inland salrwat~rs of Volusia 
C~unty in any way or with any appliance other 
than with the ordinary cast net, rod and reel, or 
hook and line except as provided otherwise in 

Section 46-3.008, F.A.C. 
(b) It is unlawful for any person, firm or 

corporation to fish or cause to be fished with any 
haul seine, in any of the saltwaters of Volusia 
County. 

(c) lt is unlawful to set or place any beach or 
haul seine within 100 yards of an) bridge , pier, 
dock or other establishment. 

(d) lt is unlawful to dump any foul or refuse 
fish or any other litter of any type on the land or 
in the inland saJtwaters of Volusia County. 

(e) It is unlawful, except as provided otherwise 
in this .section. for any person to use any beach or 
haul seine in the catching of fish within 500 feet 
of the high water mark on the ocean beaches, in or 
adjacent to any municipality or within 500 feet of 
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46-3.034 

46-3.036 

46-3.037 

46-3.038 

46-3.039 

46-3.040 

Repeal and Readoption of 
Ponions of Chapter 29~32. Laws 
of Florida (l 953), Pinellas 
County Special Act. (Repealed) 

Repeal and Readoption of 
Ponions of Sarasota County 
Special Acts. (Repealed) 

Repeal of Chapter 70-962, Laws 
of Florida ( 1970), Taylor County 
Special Act. (Repealed) 

Repeal and Re.adoption of 
Ponions of Chapter 7613, Laws 
of Florida ( l 917), Walton 
County Special Act. (Repealed) 

Repeal of Chapter 6J -1914. Laws 
of Florida (1961 ), as Amended, 
Brevard County Special Act. 
(Repealed) 

Repeal of Chapter 3115'.2, Laws 
of Florida (1955), Pasco Counry 
Special Act. (Repealed) 

Repeal of Chapter 21605, Laws 
of Florida (1941), Taylor County 
Special Act. (Repealed) 

46-3.001 Repeal of Chapter 63-1652, Laws of 
Florida, Monroe County Special Act. 
Spec~fic Aurhoriry 370.027(2) FS.. Secrion 2, Chapter 
83-134, Laws of Florida. as amended by Chapter 84-121, 
Laws of Florida. Law implememed 370.027 FS., Secrion 
2. Chapter 83-134, Laws of Florida, as amen.tied by 
Chapter ~-121. Laws of Florida. Hisrory-New i-2-87, 
Repealed 1-1 -96. 

46-3.0'J2 Repeal of Chapter 21138, Laws of 
Florida; Closure of Certain Areas of 
Caloosahatchee River in Lee County to Netting; 
Exceptions. 
Spec~fic Aurhoriry 370.027(2) FS., Section 2, Chapter 
83-134, Laws of Florida, as amended by Chapter 84-121, 
Laws of Florida. Law lmpiemenred 370.025. 370.027 FS .. 
Section 2. Ch.apter 83-134, Laws of Florida , as amended 
by Chapcer 84-121, Laws of Florida. History-New 
5-1-88. Amended 9-1-93, Repealed 1-1-96. 

46-3.0-03 RepeaJ of Chapter 1657.2, Laws of 
Florida (1933), Monroe County Special Act. 
Spec~fic Authority 370.027(2) FS., section 2. Chapter 
83-134, .Laws of Florida. Law Implemented 370.027 FS., 
sect"iOn 2, Chapter 83-134, Laws of Flon'da. His10ry-New 
1 -1-89, Repealed 1-1 -96. 

46-3.004 Repeal of Dade County Special 
Acts. 
Spec(ric Authoriry 370.027(2} FS., secrior. 2 of Chapter 
83-134, Laws of Florida., as amended by Chapter 84-121. 
Laws of Florida . Law Im.plememed 370.027 FS., section 2 
of Chapter 83-134. Laws of Florida, as amended by 
0.llpter 84-121 , Laws of Flori.de . Histor•-New 1-1-89, 
Repealed J-1-96. . 

46-3.005 Repeal of St. Johns County Special 
Acts. 
Specific Aurhoriry 370.027(2) FS., section 2, Chaprer 
E3-i34, Laws of Florida, as amended by Chaprer 84-121. 
Laws of Florida. Law implemented 370.027 FS .. Scczion 
2, Chapter 83-134, Laws of Florida, as amma'ed by 
Chapter 84-121, Laws of Florida. Histon>-New 1-1-89, 
Repealed ) -1-96. -

46-3.006 Repeal of Chapter 81-202, Laws of 
Florida (1981 ), \\lakulla County Special Act. 
Specific Authoriry 370.027(2) FS.. sectwn 2. Chap1er 
83-134 Laws of Florida . Law implemented 370.025, 
370.027 FS .. sectior. 2. Chapter 83-134. Laws of Florid.a . 
HislOT)-New 9-10-89, Repealed 1-1-96. 

46-3.007 Repeal of Sections of Chapter 17493, 
Laws of Florida (1935), Bay County Special 
Act. 
Spec~fic Authorir;.1 370.027(2) FS.. Section 2, Chapter 
83-134, Laws of Florid.a.. Law implemcnled 370.027 FS. , 
Section 2, Chapter 83-134. Laws of Florida. History-New 
10-19-89, Amended 4-18-90. Repealed 1-1-96. 

46-3.008 Repeal, Amendment, and 
Readoption of Sections of Chapter 70-973, Laws 
of Florida (1970), as Amended _ by Chapter 
73-652, Laws of Florida (1973), Volusia County 
Special Act. 

(1) The Marine Fisheries Commission has 
determined that repeal and readoption of ponions 
of Chapter 70-973, Laws of Aoripa (1970), as 
amended by Chapter 73-652, Lav.Q; of Florida 
(1973), a Volusia County Special Act, will not 
adversely affect the marine resources of Volusia 
Counry or of the State of Florida. The law 
provides for the regulation of fishing and 
fisheries-related activities in the . saltwaters of 
Volusia County. 

(2) Chapter 70-973, Laws of Florida (1970), as 
amended by Chapter 73-652, Laws of Florida 
(1973). a rule of the Depanment of Environment.al 
Protection (fonnerly the Department of Natural 
Resources) pursuant to paragraph (5)(c) of Section 
2 of Chapter 83-134, Laws of Florida, is hereby 
repealed. 

(3) This section intend'ed-ro· readopt cenain · 
provisions of Chapter 70-973, Laws of Florida 
(1970), as amended by Chapter 73-652, Laws of 
Florida ( 1973 ), as a Commission rule. As of the 
effective date of this section, the aforesaid Chapter 
70-973, Laws of Florida (1970), as amended by 
Chapter 73-652. Laws of Florida (1973), as 
readopted, shall read as follows: 

(a) It is unlawful for any person, firm or 
corporation to harvest or anernpt to harvest marine 
species of fish in the inland salrwaters of Volusia 
c~unty in any way or with any appliance other 
than with the ordinary cast net, rod and reel , or 
hook and line except as provided otherwise in 

Section 46-3.008, F.A.C. 
(b) It is unlawful for any person, firm or 

corporation to fish or cause to be fished with any 
haul seine, in any of the saltwaters of Volusia 
County. 

(c) It is unlawful to set or place any beach or 
haul seine witrun 100 yards of any bridge, pier, 
dock or other establishment. 

(d) lt is unlawful to dump any foul or refuse 
fish or any other litter of any type on the land or 
in the inland salcwaters of Volusia County. 

(e) It is unlawful. except as provided othen.1"ise 
in trus section. for any person to use any beach or 
haul seine in the catching of fish within 500 feet 
of the high water mark on the ocean beaches. in or 
adjacent to any municipality or within 500 feet of 
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the Jetties of any inlet. or with.in 500 feet of the 
line connecting the seaward ends of the jenies of 
any inlet or between the jetties of any inlet in 
Volusia County. 

(f) Except as provided in this paragraph, shrimp 
harvest in Volusia County shall be conducted 
pursuant to Chapter 46-31, F.A.C., and Sect.ions 
370.15 and 370.156, Florida Statutes. The 
following requirements shall apply to shrimp 
harvest in all waters of Volusia Counry landward 
of the Colregs Demarcation Line: 

I. Only recreational and live bait shrimp 
production shall be allowed in this area. 

2. Wing nets, each with a perimeter no greater 
than 26 feet, landing or dip nets, push nets, and 
cast nets shall be the only form of allowable gear 
for live bait shrimp production in this area. 

3. No person harvesting shrimp in this area shall 
conduct such harvest from a vessel under power. 

4. Live bait shrimp production using wing nets 
is prohibited in this area from March 1 through 
June 30 of each year. 

(g) No person may stockpile on a lease. oysters 
taken from approved public bars . 

(h) No person, firm or corporation shall set or 
place, or cause to be set or placed, any trap or 
other device for the taking of crabs for any 
purpose in the inland salrwaters of Volusia County, 
unless such trap or device is buoyed with a device 
other than glass, anached to each such trap or 
device used for taking crabs, buoy tO be of 
sufficient strength and buoyancy to continuously 
remain afloat and must be of such hue and 
brilliancy as to be easily seen and located. 
Provided further, that each crab trap or device used 
for taking crabs must have a permit number 
attached permanently both to the trap and to the 
buoy. This permit number shall be issued by the 
Depanrnent of Environmental Protection (formerly 
the Depanment of Natural Resources) upon the 
receipt of application for such number by the 
owner of such trap or device. The design of the 
application and of the permit numbers shall be 
determined by said department. The trap permit 
number must be painted in legible figures not less 
than three inches high on each buoy marking the 
set of any trap or other device used for taking 
crab. A person may use traps for taking crabs for 
personal consumpLion without a buoy and without 
a permit if the traps or lines anached to the traps 
are held by the person and provided the size of the 
traps does not exceed 24 inches in their largest 
dimension when closed or 48 inches in the largest 
dimension when open. No trap may be abandoned 
or discarded in or along the shore of the waters of 
Volusia County. Not more than 200 crab traps shall 
be fished under one permit. No buoyed crab traps 
shall be left unanended for more than 72 hours, 
weather perrrutting. No buoyed crab traps shall be 
placed within 100 yards of any bridge or dock 
where fishing is legaJ from that bridge or dock 
except that persons with written permission of the 
owner of a dock may place legal traps closer to 
that dock. 
Specific Awhoriry 370.027(2) FS .. s. 2, Chapter 83-134, 

Laws of Florida. as amt:nded by Chapter 84-J 21, Laws of 
FJon·dLi . Law lmolemcn1cd 370.025, 370.027 FS., s. 2. 
Chapra 83-134. Laws of Florida, as amended by Chaprer 
84-121, Lows of Florida . History-New 10-19-89. 
Amended 1-9-91. l-J-92. 7-1-92, 11-26-92, 10-3-94, 
9-30-96. 

46-3.009 Brevard County: Turke~· Creek and 
Crane Creek Gear Specifications; Definitions. 

( J) No person shall harvest or anempt to harvest 
any fish in or from the waters of Turkey Creek or 
Crane Creek, except with the following gear: 

(a) Hook and line gear. 
(b) Landing or dip net. 
(c) Cast net. 
(d) A crab trap specifically allowed by Rule 

46-13.002, F.A.C., or Section 370 .135, Florida 
Statutes. 

(2) The phrase "waters of Turkey Creek or 
Crane Creek" means all waters of those two creeks 
in Brevard Counry, including any tributary 
emptying into said creeks, westward of a line 
drawn between the two easternmost points of land 
at the respective mouths of the creeks. 
Spec~fic Aurhoriry 370.027(2) FS. Law lmplemenred 
370.025, 370.027 FS. Hisror:-New 4-18-90. 

46-3.010 Repeal of Chapter 57-1252, Laws of 
Florida (1957), Dade County Special Act. 
Specific Aurhoriry 370.027(2) FS .. s. 2. Chapter 83-134, 
Lows of Florida , as amended by Chaprer 84-121, Laws of 
Florida. Low Implemented 370.025, 370.027 FS., s . 2, 
Chapter 83-134. Laws of Florida, as amended by Chaprer 
84-121, Laws of Florida. History-New J-1-92, Repealed 
1-1-96. 

46-3.0li Repeal and Readoption of Portions 
of Chapter 61-2566, Laws of Florida (1961), 
Okaloosa County Special Act. · 

( 1) Th Marine Fisheries Commission has 
determined that repeal and readoption of ponions 
of Chapter 61-2566, Laws of Florida (1961) , an 
Okaloosa County Special Act, will not adversely 
affect the marine resources of Okaloosa County or 
of the State of Florida. The law closes cenain 
areas of the counry to shrimp trawling, places size 
limits on trawl gear used in Choctawhatchee Bay, 
and limits dead shrimp possession by live bait 
shrimp producers . 

(2) Chapter 61-2566, Laws of Florida (1961), a 
rule of the Department of Natural Resources 
pursuant to sect.ion 2, paragraph (5)(b) of Chapter 
83-134, Laws of Florida, as amended by Chapter 
84-121, Laws of Florida, is hereby repeaJed . 

(3) Closed Areas for Food Shrimp Production in 
Okaloosa County-No person shall harvest shrimp 
as a food shrimp producer, as defined in Rule 
46-31.006, in the following waters of Okaloosa 
County: 

(a) All the waters of Five Mile Bayou wes1 of 
the State Road 85 bridge crossing said bayou. 

(b) All the waters of Chula Vista Bayou, Don's 
Bayou, Liule Bayou, and Garnier Bayou north of 
the Srate Road 85 bridge crossing Garnier Bayou. 
Spec[(ic Aurhoriry 370.027(2) FS .. s. 2. Chaprer 83-134. 
Lows of Florida. as amended hy Chaprer 8L-J21. Lows of 
Florida . Law Implemented 370.025, 370.027 FS., s. 2, 
Chap1er 83-134, Laws of Florida, as amended by Chap1cr 
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84-121. Laws (Jf Florida . Hworr-New 1-1-92 . 

46-3.012 Repeal of E.scambia and Sant.B RosH 
Counties Special Acts. 
Spwfic Authoriry 370.027(2) FS., s. 2, Chapter 83-134, 
laws of Florida. as amended by Chapur 84 -12 1, Law.~ of 
Florida . Law implemented 370.025, 370.027 FS., s. 2, 
Chapter 83-134, Laws of Florida. as amended by Chaprcr 
84-121, laws of Florida. His100-New 1-1-92, Repealed 
J-J-96. 

46-3.013 Repeal of Portions of Chapter 24111, 
Laws of Florida (1947), as Amended by Chapter 
25423, Laws of Florida (1949), Special Acts of 
Bay, Washington, Walton, and Okaloosa 
Counties. 
Specific Authority 370.027(2) FS. , s. 2. Chaprer 83-134, 
Laws of Florida , as amended by Chapter 84-121, Laws of 
Florida. Law lmplemenred 370.025. 370.027, FS., s. 2. 
Chaprer 83-134, laws of Florida , as amended by Chap1er 
84-121 . laws of Florida . Hmory-New 1-1-92, Repealed 
1-1-96. 

46-3.014 Repeal of Bay, Gulf, Franklin, and 
Wakulla Counties Special Acts. 
Specific Authoriry 370.027(2) FS .. s. 2. Chaprer 83-134, 
Laws of Florida, as amended by Chaprer 84 -121, Laws of 
Florida. Law Implemented 370.025, 370.027 FS., s. 2, 
Ch.apter 83 -134. Laws of Florida, as amended by Cha pier 
84-121, laws of Florida. Hisrory-New 1-1-92, Repealed 
1-1-96. 

46-3.015 Repeal of Chapter 79-292, Laws of 
Florida (1979), Taylor, Dixie, Levy, Citrus, 
Pasco and Hernando Counties Special Act. 
Spec~fic Authorit)' 370.027(2) FS., s. 2, Chapter 83-134, 
laws of Florida , as amended by Chaprer 84-121, Laws of 
FJoridc. law lmplemenred 370.025, 370.027 FS., s. 2. 
Chaprer 83-134, 1.Aws of Florida, as amen.tied by Chap1er 
84-121, Laws of Florida. Hisrory-New 1-1-92, Repealed 
1-1-96. 

46-3.016 Repeal of Chapter 83-190, Laws of 
Florida (1983), Hernando, Pasco, and Citrus 
Counties Special Act. 
Spec~fic Aurhoriry 370.027(2) FS., s. 2, Chapter 83-134, 
laws of Florida, as amended by Chaprer 84-121 . Laws of 
Florida. La .... Implemented 370.025, 370.027 FS .. s. 2. 
Chap1er 83-134, laws of Florida, as amended by Chapu:r 
8-t-121, Laws of Florida. Hisrory-New 1-1-92, Repealed 
1-1·96. 

46-3.017 Repeal of Chapter 79-437, Laws of 
Florida (1979), Charlotte County Special Act. 
Spec~fic Authoriry 370.027(2) FS., s. 2, Chaprcr 83-134, 
laws of Florida. as amended by Chaprer 84-121, Laws of 
Florida. law Jmplemenred 370.025, 370.027 FS .. s. 2, 
Chapter 83-134, laws of Florida, as amended by Chapter 
~-121, laws of Florida. History-New 1-1-92, Repealed 
1-1-96. 

46-3.018 Repeal ·of Chapter 29292, Laws of 
Florida (1953), Monroe County Special Act. 
Specific Authoriry 370.027(2) FS., s. 2, Cha pr er 83-134, 
laws of Florida, as amended by Choprer 8~ -1 21. Laws of 
Florida. law Jmplcmcnrcd 370.025, 370.027 FS .. s. 2, 
Chaprer 83-13~ . Laws of Florido, as amended by Chapter 
84-121, Laws of Florida , Hisror:-Ne...,.· 1-1 -92. Repealed 
1-1 -96. 

46-3.019 Repeal of Chapter 19704, Laws of 
Florida (1939), Brevard County Special Act. 
Spec(f1c Authority 370.027(2) FS., s. 2, Chnp1er 83-134, 
laws of Florida , as amended by Chapter 84-nl. Laws of 
Florida . Law Jmplemenred 370.025, 370.027 F5 ., .s. 2. 
Chapter 83-134, laws of Florida , as amended by Chap1er 
84-121, Laws of Florida. Hwory-New 3-1-92 , Repealed 
1-1-96. 

46-3.020 Repeal of Chapter 28966, Laws of 
Florida (1953), as Amended, Citrus County 
Special Act. 
Specific Aurhonry 370.027(2) FS .. s. 2, Chnprer 83-134, 
laws of Florida. a.s amended by Chapter 84-121 , laws of 
Flon'da . law lmplemenred 370.025, 370.027 FS., s. 2, 
Chaprer 83-134. laws of Florida, as amended by Chapter 
84-121. Laws of Florida . His1ory--New 3-J-92. Repealed 
J-1-96. 

46-3.021 Repeal of Chapter 57-1794, Laws of 
FJorida (1957), St. Lucie County Special Act. 
Spec~fic Authority 370.027(2) FS .. s. 2. Chaprer 83-134, 
Laws of Florida, as amended by Chaprer 84-121, Laws of 
Florida Law lmplemenred 370.025, 370.027 FS., s. 2. 
Chaprer 83-134, Laws of Florida, as amended by Chaprer 
84-121, Laws of Florida . Hisror")-New 3-1-92, Repealed 
1-1-96. 

46-3.022 Repeal of Chapter 65-967, Laws of 
Florida (1965\ Brevard, Indian River, and St. 
Lucie Counties Special Act. 
Specific Aurhoriry 370.027(2) FS., s. 2, Chaprer 83-134, 
Laws of Florida, as amended by Chapter 84-121. Laws of 
Florida. Law lmplememed 370.025, 370. 02 7 FS., s. 2, 
Chaprer 83-134, Laws of Florida, as amended by Chaprer 
84-121, Laws of Florida. History-New 11 -26-92, 
Repealed 1-1-96. 

46-3.023 Repeal of Chapter 83-383, Laws of 
Florida (1983), Charlotte County Special Act. 
Specific Aurhoriry 370.027(2) FS., s. 2, Chapter 83-134, 
.Laws of Floria'a, as amen.tied b_v Chapter 84-121, laws of 
Florida. Law fmplemenred 370.025, 370.027 FS., s. 2, 
Chapter 83-13.: , Laws of Florida, as amended by Chapter 
84-12 1, laws of Florida. Hwory-New 11-26-92, 
Repealed 1-1-96. 

46-3.024 Repeal of Chapter 12602, Laws of 
Florida (1927), Clay County Special Act. 
Spec~fic Authoriry 370.027(2) FS., s. 2, Chap1er 83-134, 
Laws of Florida, as amended b_v Chapter 84-121. Laws of 
Florida . Law Jmplemenred 370.025, 370.027 FS., s. 2; 
Chap1er 83-134. Laws of Florida , as amended by Chapter 
84-12], laws of Florido . HistoT)~New 11-26-92, 
Repealed 1-1-96. 

46-3.025 Repeal and Readoption of Portions 
of Collier and Lee Counties Special Acts. 
Spec~fic Authoriry 370.027(2) FS., s. 2, Chaprer 83-134, 
Laws of Florida, as amended b.v Chaprer 84-121. Laws of 
Florida. law lmplemer.red 370.025, 370.027 FS .. s. 2. 
Chaprer 83-134, lawJ of Florida. as amended by Chapter 
84-121, Laws of Florida. HislOT)'-New JJ-26-92, 
Repealed 1-1-96. 

46-3.026 Repeal of Dixie and Le,·y Counties 
Special Acts. 
Specific Authoriry 370.027(2) FS., s. 2. Chaprer 83-134, 
Laws of Florida, a.s amended by Chaprer 84-121, laws of 
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84-121, Laws of Florida . H1stor:o-New 1-1-92. 

46·3.012 Repeal of E..scambia and Sant.B RosH 
Counties Special Acts. 
Specific Authonry 370.027(2) FS .. s. 2, Chapter 83-134. 
l.llws of FJoruia. as amended by Chaprcr 84-121. Law.~ of 
Florida. Law implemented 370.025, 370.027 FS .. s. 2, 
Chapter 83-134. lllws of Florida. as amended by Chaprcr 
84-121. Laws of Florida . History-New 1-1-92. Repealed 
1-1-96. 

46·3.013 Repeal of Portions of Chapter 24111, 
Laws of Florida (1947), as Amended by Chapter 
25423, Laws of Florida (1949), Special Acts of 
Ba)', Washington, \Vallon, and Okaloosa 
Counties. 
Specific Authoriry 370.027(2) FS .. s. 2, Chapter 83-134, 
Laws of FJoruia. a.s amended by Chapter 84-121. Laws of 
Florida. Law Jmplemen1cd 370.0:!5. 370.027, FS .. s. 2. 
Chapter 83-134. lllw.s of Florida , a.s amend.ed by Chapu:r 
84-121 . Laws of Florida . Hwory-New 1-1-92, Repealed 
1-1-96. 

46-3.014 Repeal of Bay, Gulf, Franklin, and 
Wakulla Counties Special Acts. 
Specific Awhoriry 370.027(2) FS .. s. 2, Chapter 83-134. 
Laws of Florida, as amended by Chapter 84-121, Laws of 
Florida. Law Implemented 370.025, 370.027 FS .. s. 2, 
Chapter 83-134, lllws of Florida, as amended by Ch.ap1er 
84-121, Laws of Florida. Hiszory-Ne.w 1-1-92. Repealed 
J-J-96. 

46·3.015 Repeal of Chapter 79-292, Laws of 
Florida (1979), Taylor, Dixie, Lev)', Citrus, 
Pasco and Hernando Counties Special Act. 
Spec{fic Authoriry 370.027(2) FS., s. 2, Ch.aprer 83-134, 
lllws of Florida, as amended by Chaprer 84-121, Laws of 
Floridc. . Law Implemented 370.025, 370.027 FS., s. 2, 
Chapzer 83-134, lllws of Floruia. as amena'ed by Chapter 
84-121, Laws of Florida. His10ry-New 1-1-92. Repealed 
1-1-96. 

46-3.016 Repeal of Chapter 83-190, Laws of 
Florida (1983), Hernando, Pasco, and Citru.s 
Counties Special Act. 
Spec~fic Authority 370.027(2) FS. , s. 2, Ch.apzer 83-134, 
Laws of Florida , as amended by Chapter 84-121, Laws of 
Florida. Law Implemented 370.025, 370.027 FS .. s. 2. 
Ch.apter 83-134. Laws of Florida, as amer.a'ed by Chap1er 
8~-121, Laws of Florida . Hisrory-New J-1-92, Repealed 
1-J-96. 

46-3.017 Repeal of Chapter 79-437, Laws of 
Florida (1979), Charlotte County Special Act. . 
Spe.cVic Authoriry 370.027(2) FS., .s. 2. Ch.apter 83-134. 
Laws of FJoria'c. , as amended by Chapter 84-121 , Laws of 
Florida . J...a...,.: lmplemenzed 370.025. 370.027 FS. , .s. 2. 
Chapter 83 -134, lllws of Florida , as amended by Chapter 
~- J::.i . .:..Uh·s of FJo ridc. His:o0- 1\'ew / - i -92., ii.epea iw' 
1-1 -96. 

46·3.018 Repeal ·of Chapter 29292~ Laws of 
Flori da (1953), Monroe County Special Act. 
Specific Aurhoriry 370.027(2) FS .. s. 2. Cha pr er 83-134. 
lllw:s of Floridc. a:s. amended h Chapter 8~-121 , Laws o( 
Florida. Law lmplcmcr.tcd 370.025. · 370.02 7 FS .. s. i. 
Ch.apter 83-134. Laws of Floruia. as amended by Chaprer 
84-121, Laws of Florida . Hisror:-New 1· 1·92 . Repea led 
1-1 -96. 

46-3.019 Repeal of Chapter 19704 , Laws of 
Florida (1939) , Brevard County Special Act. 
Spec~f1c Aurhoriry 370.027(2) FS., s. 2. Chaprer 83-134. 
lllws of Florida , a5 amended by Chapter 84-121 . Lat-.·s of 
Florida . Law implemented 370.025 . 370.02 7 FS .. s. 2. 
Chapter 83-134, Laws of Floruia. as amended by Chapter 
84-121, Laws of Florida . History-Ne v..· 3-1-92, Repealed 
J-1-96 . 

46-3.020 Repeal of Chapter 28966, Laws of 
Florida (1953), as Amended, Citrus County 
Special Act. 
Specific Authoriry 370.027(2) FS., s. 2. Ch.aprer 83-134. 
Laws of Florida, as amended by Chapter 84-121 , Laws of 
Flon'd.a . Law lmplemenred 370.025. 370.027 FS., .s . 2, 
Chaprer 83-134. Laws of Florida. as amended by Ch.apter 
84-121 . Laws of Floruia . H1s100'--New 3-1-92 , Repealed 
1-1-96. 

46-3.021 Repeal of Chapter 57-1794 , Laws of 
Florida (1957), SL Lucie County Special Act. 
Spec~fic Authority 370.027(2) FS .. .s. 2. Ch.apter 83 -134, 
Laws of Florida, as amended by Chapter 84-121 , Laws of 
Florida . Law Jmplemenred 370.025, 370.027 FS. , s. 2, 
Ch.apter 83 -134, Laws of Florida, as amended by Chapter 
84-121 , Laws of Florida . Hisror:-New 3-1-92, Repealed 
1-1-96. 

46-3.012 Repeal of Chapter 65-967, Laws of 
Florida (1965), Brevard, Indian River , and St. 
Lucie Counties Special Act. 
Specific Aurhoriry 370.027(2) FS., s. 2. Chapzer 83-134, 
Laws of Florida, as amended by Chaprer 84-121. Laws of 
Florida. Law implemented 370.025, 370.017 FS .. s. 2. 
Ch.apter 83-134, Laws of Floruia. as amended b.v Chapter 
84-121, Laws of Floruia. Hisrory---New 11-26·92, 
Repealed 1-1-96. , 

46·3.023 Repeal of Chapter 83-383, Laws of 
Florida (1983), Charlotte County Special Act. 
Specific Aurhoriry 370.027(2) FS., .s. 2. Ch.aprer 83-134. 
Laws of FlorUia, as amended by Chapter 84-121. Laws of 
Florida. Law lmplemenzed 370.025, 370.027 FS .. s. 2. 
Ch.apter 83-134, Laws of Florida, as amended by Chaprer 
84-121 , Laws of Floridc. Hisror;.--NeY. ' U -26·92, 
Repealed l -1-96. 

46-3.024 Repeal of Chapter 12602, Laws of 
Florida (1927), Clay County Special Act. 
Spec(fic Au.rhoriry 370.027(2) FS .. s. 2, Chapzer 83-134, 
Laws of Florida, as amended by Chapter 84-121, Laws of 
Florida . Law Implemented 370.025, 370.027 FS .. s. 2, 
Chaprer 83-134. Laws of Floruia , as amended by Chapru 
84-121, Laws of Florida. History-New }) -26-92. 
Repealed 1-1-96. 

46·3.025 Repeal and Readoption of Portions 
of Collier and Lee Counties Special Acts. 
Spccifi.c A:.i:hori:-_. 570. 02?(;; ) FS .. s. :: , Ch.apu:r c3-J3.:. 

• Uiws of Florida , as amended b.v Chapzer 84-121 , Laws of 
Florida . Law lmp/emented 370.025. 370.027 FS .. s. 2, 
Ch.apter 83-134. Laws of Florida . as amended by Chaprer 
84-121. lllws of Florida. Hisror:'--New 11-26-92, 
Repealed 1-1-£16. 

46-3.026 Repeal of Dixie and Levy Counties 
Special Acts. 
Specific Au.rhoriry 370.027(2} FS .. s. 2, Chaprer 83-13( 
Laws of Florida, as amended by Chap re r 84-121, Laws of 
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Florida . Law Jmplemenred 370.025. 370.027 FS,, s. 2 , 
Chapter 83-134, Laws of Floruia. as amended by Chapter 
84-121, Laws of Florida. Histof)-New JJ-26-92, 
Repealed 1-1-96. 

46-3.027 Rcpelil and Readoption of Portions 
of Chapter 25788) Laws of Florida (1Sl49), as 
Amended by Chapter 70-668, Laws of Florida 
(1970), Duval County Special Act. 
Specific Authoriry 370.027(2) FS .. s. 2. Chapu:r 83-134, 
Laws of Flori.tia, as amended by Chapu:r 84-121. Laws of 
Floridn . Law implemented 370.02.5 , 370.02 7 FS .. s. 2, 
Chapter 83-134. Laws of Flori.tia, as amended by Chapter 
84 -121, Laws of Flori.tia . Hisrory-New 11-26-92, 
Repealed 1-1-96. 

46-3.028 Repeal and Readoption of Portions 
of Escambia and SanLB Rosa Counties Special 
Acts. 

( 1) The Marine Fisheries Commission has 
determined that the repeal of the following 
Escambia and Santa Rosa County Special Acts or 
poruons thereof, as enumerated in subsection (2), 
and that the readopt.ion of ponions of Chaprer 
7584, Laws of Florida (1917), and of Chapter 
78-502, Laws of Florida (1978). in conjunct.ion 
with the adoption of comprehensive gear rules in 
Chapter 46-4. F.A.C.i will not adversely affect the 
marine resources of these counties or of the State 
of Florida. 

(2) The following special acts and port.ions 
thereof applicable to Escambia and Santa Rosa 
Counties, rules of the Depanment of Natural 
Resources pursuant to section 2, subsection (5) of 
Chapter 83-134, Laws of Florida, as amended by 
Chapter 84-121, Laws of Florida, are hereby 
repealed pursuant to the following schedule: 

(a) Section 2 of Chapter 78-501, Laws of 
Florida (197 8), is repealed effective January 1, 
1995. Applicable to Escambia County, this section 
establishes a minimum mesh size for nets in the 
county. 

(b) Chapter 78-502, Laws of Florida (1978), a 
law regulating net size and the use of nets 
applicable to Escambia and Santa Rosf\ Counties is 
repealed effective January l, 1993. 

(c) Chapter 7584. Laws of Florida (1917), is 
repealed effective January 1, 1993. Applicable to 
Santa Rosa County, this law establishes a 
minimum mesh size and minimum length for 
seines used in the county. 

(3) Use of Purse Seines Prohibited in Escambia 
and Santa Rosa Counties - Except as provided in 
this subsection, no person shall fish with, set, or 
place any purse seine in the saltwaters of Escambia 
and Santa Rosa Counties landward of the Colregs 
Demarcation Line. The Marine Fisheries 
Commission finds that the harvest of menhaden by 
purse seine in the inside waters of Escambia and 
Santa Rosa Counties durinb the summer months 
serves the public purpose of avoiding the nuisance 
and public health problems associated with 
menhaden die-offs during these months. The 
Commission also finds that this harvest will not 
adversely affect the long-term abundance of 
menhaden in the area, if appropriate restrict.ions on 
seasonal and total annual harvest are adopted . 

Accordingly. menhaden (any species of the genus 
Brevoorria) may be harvested in the inside waters 
of these counties (landward of the Colregs 
Demarcation Line) by or with the use of a purse 
seine, subject to the following conditions: 

(a) The fishing season for the commercial 
harvest of menhaden in the inside waters of 
Escambia and Santa Rosa Counties shall open on 
June 1 of each year and close on May 31 of the 
following year, unless closed earlier pursuant to 
paragraphs (b) or (c). 

(b) If the total commercial harvest of menhaden 
in these counties during the period beginning on 
June 1 and ending on October 31 of each year is 
not projected to reach 1.000.000 pounds. the 
menhaden purse seine season for the inside waters 
of Escambia and Santa Rosa Counties shall be 
closed on November 1 by the Secretary of the 
Depanrnent of Environmental Protect.ion upon 
notice and in the manner provided in Section 
120.52(16)(d), Florida Statutes. If the season is 
closed pursuant to this paragraph, it shall not · 
reopen until the following June 1. 

(c) If the total commercial harvest of menhaden 
in these counties during a particular season is 
projected to reach 3,000,000 pounds before May 
31, the menhaden purse seine season for the inside 
waters of Escambia and Santa Rosa Counties shall 
be closed on the dare such harvest is projected to 
reach that amount by the Secretary of the 
Deparunent of Environmental Protection upon 
norice and in the manner provided in Section 
120.52(16)(d), Florida Statures. If the season is 
closed pursuant to this paragraph, it shall not 
reopen until the following June 1. 

(d) The total commercial harvest of menhaden 
in Escambia and Santa Rosa Counties during a 
panicular commercial fishing season shall consist 
of those menhaden commercially harvested by all 
forms of gear from all waters of these counties and 
waters of the federal Exclusive Economic Zone 
(EEZ) contiguous to such waters, based on 
projections from official statistics collected and 
maintained by the Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection pursuant to Florida's 
Marine Fisheries Information System, Chapter 
16R-5, F.A.C. The count shall begin with 
menhaden harvested on or afier June 1 and 
continue until Ma~ 31 of the following year or 
until the harvest limit prescribed in paragraph (c) is 
reached, whichever occurs first. 

(e) The following gear and area resuictions shall 
apply to any person harvesting menhaden by or 
with the use of any purse seine in the inside waters 
of Escambia and Santa Rosa Counties: 

1. No person shall harvest menhaden in these 
waters by or with the use of a purse seine from 
any vessel with a documented length of 40 feet or 
greater. 

2. No purse seine with a total length longer than 
400 yards shall be fished with, set, or placed in the 
water pursuant to this subsection. 

3. No person han1esting menhaden pursuant to 
this subsection shall fish with, set, or place any 
purse seine in the waters of Big Lagoon, Santa 
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Rosa Sound . Escambia Bay nonh of the railroad 
trestle ac ross the bay just non.h of the Interstate 10 
bridge , Blackwater Bay nonh of the respective 
Interstate 10 bndge across the bay. or rn any bayou 
in the inside waters of these counties, except 
Bayou Texar and Bayou Chico . For the limited 
purposes of thi s subsection, this subparagraph shall 
supersede the provisions of section 1 of Chapter 
78-501 , Laws of Florida. 

4. No person harvesung menhaden pursuant to 
this subsection shall fish with , set, or place any 
purse seine in the waters of Escambia or Santa 
Rosa Counties during any weekend (between 
official sunset on Friday through official sunrise on 
the following Monday) or on any state holiday as 
specifi ed in Section 110.117(1), Florida Statutes. 

5. Species other than menhaden harvested as an 
incidenral bycatch in the course of purse seine 
harvest pursuant to this subsection shall not be 
deemed to have been unlawfully harvested if the 
combined whole weight of such bycatch does not 
exceed rwo percent by weight of all fish in 
possession of the harvester in or on the inside 
waters of Escambia or Santa Rosa Counties at any 
time , except that any fish for which the Marine 
Fisheries Commission has established a bag limit 
shall not be retained and shall be released free, 
aljve, and unharmed. 

(4) Minimum Mesh Size for Gill and Trammel 
Nets in Escambia and Santa Rosa Counties -
Until January 1, 1995 , no person shall fish with, 
set or place in the saltwater of Escambia or Santa 
Rosa Counties any gill or trammel net with a 
stretched mesh of less than 25/t inches. 

(5) Minimum Seine Length in Santa Rosa 
County - Beginning January 1, 1993 the use of a 
seine less than 350 yards in length in the salrwarers 
of Santa Rosa County is prohibited. 
Specific Aurhoriry 370.027(2) FS., s. 2, Chaprer 83-134, 
Laws of Florida , as amended by Chaprer 84-121. Laws of 
Florida . Law implemented 370.025, 370.027 FS .. s. 2, 
Chapzer 83-134, Laws of Florida, as amended by Chapzer 
BL-121, Laws of Florida . Hisrory-New 11-26-92, 
Amended 6-3-94. 

46-3.029 Repeal and Readoption of Portions 
of Chapter 69-1097, Laws of Florida (1969) , as 
Amended by Chapter 70-707, Laws of Florida 
(1970), and Chapter 73-482 (1973), Hernando 
County Special Act. 

(1) The Marine Fisheries Commission has 
determined that the repeal and readoption of 
ponions of Chapter 69-1097, Laws of Florida 
( 1969), as amended by Chapter 70-707 , Laws of 
Florida (1970), and Chapter 73-482, Laws of 
Florida (1973), a Hernando County Special Act, in 
conjunction with the adoption of comprehensive 
gear rules in Chapter 46-4 , F.A.C. , will not 
adversely affect the marine resources of Hernando 
County or of the State of Florida. The law 
prohibits stop netting. establishes a minimum mesh 
size and length for nets and seines, and provides 
for law enforcement and penalties. 

(2) Chapter 69-1097, Laws of Florida (l 969), as 
amended by Chapter 70-707, Laws of Florida 
(1970) , and Chapter 73-482, Laws of Florida 

( 1973), a rule of the Depan.ment of Environme ntal 
Protection (formerl y the Dcpanment of Natural 
Resources ) pursuant to section 2, subsection 5 of 
Chapter 83-134, Laws of Florida, as amended by 
Chapter 8.ci- 121 , Laws of Florida. is hereby 
repealed effective January 1. 1993 . 

(3 ) Prohibition of the Use of a Beach or Haul 
Seine from a Vessel Under Power - Beginning 
January l, 1993. no person shall harvest fish from 
the salrwater of Hernando County south of 
Raccoon Point. with a beach or haul seine from : 

(a) A vessel propelled by any type of gasoline 
or diesel engine or engines. motor or motors, 
inboard or outboard ; or 

(b) Any vessel being pulled. rowed. or pushed 
by another vessel wruch is propelled by any type 
of gasoline or diesel engine or engines , motor or 
motors, whether inboard or outboard. 
Spec~(z c Aurhoriry 370.027(2) FS., s. 2, Chapter 83-134, 
Laws of Florida. as amended by Chap1er 84-121 , Laws of 
Florida. Law Jmp/emenzed 370.025. 370.027 FS. , s. 2, 
Chaprer 83-134, Laws of Florida. as amended by Chapter 
84-121 , Laws of Florida. Hwory-New 11-26-92, 
Amended 9-30-96. 

46-3.030 Repeal of Chapter 67-2111 , Laws of 
Florida (1967), Hillsborough County Special 
Act 
Specific Aurhoriry 370.027(2) FS .. s. 2, Chapter 83-134, 
Laws of Flori.tia, as amended by Chapzer 84-121 , Laws of 
Florida . Law Implemented 370.025, 370.027 FS., s. 2, 
Chapter 83-134, Laws of Florida , as amended by Chap1er 
84 -121 , Laws of Florida . History-NeY.• 11-26-92, 
Repealed 1-1-96. 

46-3.031 Repeal and Readoption of Portions 
of Chapter 21365, Laws of Florida (1941), 
Manatee County Special Act. 

(1) The Marine Fisheries Commission has 
detennined tha1 the repeal and readoption of 
portions of Chapter 21365, Laws of Florida (1941 ), 
a Manatee Counry Special Act, in conjunction with 
the adoption of comprehensive gear rules in 
Chapter 46-4, F.A.C. , will nm adversely affect the 
marine resources of Manatee County or the SL'3.te 
of Florida. This law prohibits the use of cenain 
gear in cenain bodies of water in Manatee County 
and prescribes the gear which may be used . 

(2) Chapter 21365 , Laws of Florida (1941), a 
rule of the Depanment of Natural Resources 
pursuant to section 2, paragraph (S)(b) of Chapter 
83-1 34, Laws of Florida. as amended by Chapter 
84-1~1. Laws of Florida, is hereby repealed 
effective January 1, 1993 . 

(3 ) Closed Areas for Fishing in Manatee County 
- Beginning on January 1, 1993 no person shall 
fish with, set, or place an y seine, haul seine. drag 
net, gill net, stop net, or any other seine or net. in 
the waters of the Manatee River and any of its 
tributaries and in the waters of Terra Ceia Bay and 
any of its tributaries, bayous and inlets in Manatee 
County, Florida as specified in paragraph (3)(a), 
except as expressly authorized in paragraph (3)(b). 

(a) For purposes of this Rule, the Manatee River 
is defined as a1J the waters of the river and its 
tributaries lying east of a line drawn from Davis 
Point, sometimes called Bishop 's Point, due nonh 
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Rosa Sound. Escambia Bay nonh of the railroad 
trestle acros s tne b::iy just non.h of th~ interstate 1 O 
bridge. Blackw::iter Bay nonh of the respective 
Interstate 10 bndge across the bay. or in any bayou 
in the inside waters of these coum1es, except 
Bayou Texar and Bayou Chico. For the limited 
purposes of this subsection, this subparagraph shall 
supersede the provisions of section 1 of Chapter 
78-501 , Laws of Florida. 

4 . No person harvesting menhaden pursuant to 
this subsection shall fish with, set, or place any 
purse seine in the waters of Escambia or Santa 
Rosa Counties during any weekend (between 
official sunset on Friday through official sunrise on 
the following Monday) or on any state holiday as 
specified in Section 110.117(1), Florida Statutes. 

5. Species other than menhaden harvested as an 
incidentaJ bycatch in the course of purse seine 
harvest pursuant to this subsection shall not be 
deemed to have been unlawfully harvested if the 
combined whole wei&ht of such bycatch does not 
exceed two percent by weight of all fish in 
possession of the harvester in or on the inside 
waters of Escambia or Santa Rosa Counties at any 
time. except that any fish for which the Marine 
Fisheries Commission has established a bag limit 
shall not be retained and shall be released free. 
abve, and unharmed. 

(4) Minimum Mesh Size for Gill and Trammel 
Nets in Escambia and Santa Rosa Coumies -
Until January 1. 1995, no person shall fish with, 
set or place in the saltwater of Escambia or Santa 
Rosa Counties any gill or trammel net with a 
stretched mesh of less than 2~/l inches. 

(5) Minimum Seine Length in Santa Rosa 
County - Beginning January 1, 1993 the use of a 
seine less than 350 yards in length in the salrwaters 
of Santa Rosa County is prohibited. 
S.oec~fic Awhoriry 370.027(2} FS., s. 2, Chapter 83-134, 
Laws of Florida , as amended by Chaprer 8.t.-121. Laws of 
Florida. Law lmpiemented 370.025, 370.027 FS .. s. 2. 
Chapter 83-134. Laws of Florida , as amen.ded b" Chap1er 
8Lhl. Laws of Fiorida. His100"-New 

0

JJ-26.·92, 
Amen.a'ed 6-3-94. 

46-3.029 Repeal and Readoption of Portions 
of Chapter 69-1097, Laws of Florida (1969), as 
Amended by Chapter 70-707, Laws of Florida 
(1970), and Chapter 73-481 (1973), Hernando 
Count~· Special Act. 

( 1) The Marine Fisheries Commission has 
determined that the repeal and readoption of 
pornons o; Chapter 69-1097, Laws of Florida 
( 1969), as amended by Chapter 70-707. Laws of 
Florida (1970), and Chapter 73-482, Laws of 
Florida ( 1973). a Hernando County Special Act, in 
conjunction with the adoption of comprehensive 
gear rules in Chapter 46-4 . F.A.C.. will not 
adversely affect the marine resources of Hernando 
County or of the State of Florida. The law 
prohibits stop nertinb . establishes 2 minimum mesh 
siz.e and len~th for nets and seines. and provides 
for law enfo;cement and penalties. · 

(2) Chapter 69-1097. Laws of Florida (1969), as 
amended by Chapter 70- 707. Laws of Florida 
(1970), and Chapter 73-482, Laws of Florida 

(1973). a rule of the Dcpanrnent of Environmental 
Protecuon (formerly the Deparunent of Natural 
Resources) pursuant to section 2, subsection 5 of 
Chapter 83-134. Laws of Florida. as amended by 
Chapter 84-121 , Laws of Florida. 1s hereby 
repealed effective January 1, 1993. 

(3) Prohibition of the Use of a Beach or Haul 
Seine from a Vessel Under Power - Beginning 
January 1. 1993. no person shall harvest fish from 
the saltwater of Hernando County south of 
Raccoon Point. with a beach or haul seine from : 

(a) A vessel propelled by any rype of gasoline 
or diesel engine or engines. motor or motors. 
inboard or outboard : or 

(b) Any vessel beinf'. pulled. towed. or pushed 
by another vessel which is propelled by any type 
of gasoline or diesel engine or engines. motor or 
motors. whether inboard or outboard . 
Spec~f1c Aurhoriry 370.027(2) FS .. s . 2. Chapter 83-134. 
Laws of Florida, as amcn.ded by Chaprer 84-121, Laws of 
Florida . Law Jmplcmenrcd 370.025, 370.027 FS., s . 2, 
Chapter 83-134, Laws of Fioruia . as amended by Cluipler 
84-121, Laws of FlorUia . H1s10T)-New 11-26-92. 
Amended 9-30-96. 

46-3.030 Repeal of Chapter 6i -2111 , Laws of 
Florida (1967), Hillsborough County Special 
AcL 
Specific Aurhoriry 370.027(2) FS., s. 2, Chapter 83 -13-( 
Laws of FlorUia. as amended by Chapzer 84-121, Laws of 
Florida. Law lmplemcn1ed 370.025. 370.027 FS., s. 2, 
Chaprer 83-134, Laws of Fioridc. , as amended by Chaprer 
8~·121, Laws of Florida . HislOT)-New 11-26-92. 
Repealed l·l-96. 

46-3.031 Repeal and Readoption of Portions 
of Chapter 21365, Laws of Florida (1941), 
Manatee County Special Act. 

(1) The Marine Fisheries Cornmissi on has 
determined that the repeal and readoption of 
portions of Chapter 21365. Laws of Florida (194] ). 
2 Manatee County Special Act. in conjuncuon with 
the adoption of comprehensive gear rules in 
Chapter 46-4, F.A.C .. will not adversely affect the 
marine resources of Manatee County or the State 
of Florid::.. This l.:w prohibits the use of cenrun 
gear in cenain bodies of water in Manatee County 
and prescribes the gear which may be used. 

(2) Chapter 21365. Laws of Florida (1941), a 
rule of the Depanment of Natural Resources 
pursuant t0 section 2, paragraph (S)(b) of Chapter 
83-134, Laws of Florida. as amended by Chapter 
84-1~1, Laws of Florida, is hereby repealed 
etiecuve January 1, 1993. 

(3) Closed Areas for Fishing in Manatee County 
- Beginning on January l, 1993 no person shall 
fish with. set, or place any seine, haul seine. drag 
net. gill net. stop net, or any other seine or ne~. in 
the waters of the Manatee River and any of its 
tributaries and in the waters of Terra Ceia Bay and 
any of its tributaries. bayous and inlets in Manatee 
County, Florida as specified in paragr2ph (3)(a). 
except as expressly authorized in paragraph (3)(b). 

(a) For purposes of this Rule, the Manatee River 
is defined as all the waters of the river and its 
tributaries lying east of a line drawn from Davis 
Point, sometimes called Bishop's Point. due nonh 
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to the north bank thereof, and Terra Ceia Bay is 
defined as all the waters of the bay and its 
tributaries, bayous and inlets east of a line drawn 
from Snead 's Point to Terra Ceia Point. 

(b) Fishing with a common hand cast net, as 
defined in Rule 46-4.002(2), or a common bait net, 
defined as one not over 100 feet in length and not 
over 4 feet in depth, is pennitted in all of the areas 
described in paragraph (3)(a). ln Terra Ceia Bay, 
as defined in paragraph (3)(a), no person shall use 
a gill net with a mesh size of less than 3 inches 
stretched mesh. 
Specific Aurhoriry 370.027(2) FS., s. 2, Chapter 83-134. 
Laws of Florida, as amended by Chapter 84-121, Laws of 
Florida. Law lmplemen1ed 370.025, 370.027 FS., s. 2, 
Ch.apter 83-134. Laws of Florida, as amended by Cluipter 
84·121, Laws of Florida . H1sto0~New 11-26-92. 

46-3.032 Repeal of Portions of Chapter 
71-770 1 Laws of Florida (1971) 1 Martin County 
Special Act. 

( 1) The Marine Fisheries Commission bas 
determined that the repeal of portions of Chapter 
71-770, Laws of Florida (1971 ), a Special Act of 
Martin Counry, in conjunction with the adoption of 
comprehensive gear rules in Chapter 46-4. F.A.C., 
will not adversely affect the marine resources of 
these counties or of the State of Florida. The 
poruons of the law being repealed regulate gill net 
mesh, allowable twine and the manner of 
measuring mesh. 

(2) Sections 4 and 5 of Chapter 7 J -770, Laws 
of Florida (1971 ), a rule of the Department of 
Environment.al Protection (formerly the Depanrnent 
of Natural Resources) pursuant to section 2, 
subsection 5 of Chapter 83-134, Laws of Florida, 
as amended by Chapter 84-121. Laws of Florida, 
are repealed effective January 1, 1995. 

(3) Allowable Nets in Martin County 
Beginning January l , 1993, no person shall fish 
with, set, or place in the inside waters of Martin 
County any net or trap except for the following: 

(a) Minnow seines not over thiny feet long used 
only for catching bait; 

(b) Cast nets; 
(c) Landing or dip nets; 
(d) Crab traps authorized pursuant to Rule 

Chapter 46-45, Florida Administrative Code. 
Spec~fic Authority 370.027(2) FS. , s. 2, Ch.apter 83-134, 
l.Aws of Florida. as amenfied by Chaprer 84-121, Laws of 
Florida . I.Aw Implemenred 370.025, 370.027 FS., s. 2, 
Cluiprer 83-134, Laws of Florida, as ametuied by Chaprcr 
8~-121, l.Aws of Florida . History-New 11-26-92, 
Amended 9-30-96. 

46-3.033 Repeal of a Portion of Chapter 
65-2435, Laws of Florida (1965), Pasco County 
Special Act. 
Specific Authority 370.027(2) FS., s. 2, Ch.aprcr 83-J 34, 
Laws of Florida. as amended by Chaprer ~-121, Laws of 
Florida. Law Implemented 370.025, 370.027 FS., s. 2, 
Cha.pier 83-134, Laws of Florida, as amended by Chaprer 

&4-121, Laws of Florida. Hssror;.-New 11-26-9'2. 
Repealed )-J-96 

46-3 .034 Repeal and Readoption of Portions 
of Chapter 29432, Laws of Florida (1953), 
Pinellas County Special Act. 
Spec~f1c Aurhoriry 370.027(2) FS., s. 2. Ch.aprer 83-134, 
Laws of Florida , as amended by Chapter 84-121, Laws of 
Florida. I.Aw lmplemenrcd 370.025, 370.027 FS., s. 2, 
Cluipter 83-134, Laws of Florida , as amended by Ch.apter 
84-121 , Laws of Florida. Histof}-New JJ-26-92, 
Repealed 1-1-96. 

46-3.035 Repeal and Readoption of Portions 
of Sarasota County Special Acts. 
Specific Authorir)' 370.027(2) FS., s. 2, Ch.ap1cr 83·134, 
Laws of Florida, as amended by Chapter 84 -121 , Laws of 
Florida . Law Implemented 370.025, 370.027 FS ., s. 2, 
Ch.ap1er 83-134, Laws of Florida, as amenfied by Ch.apter 
84-121, Laws of Florida . History-New lJ-26-92, 
Amenfied 8-15-94, Repealed J-1-96. 

46-3.036 Repeal of Chapter 70-962, Laws of 
Florida (1970), Taylor County Special Act. 
Specific Authoriry 370.027(2) FS., s. 2, Ch.apter 83-1 J.( 

Laws of Florida, as amended by Chaprer 84-121, La·ws of 
Flon'da. Law Implemented 370.025, 370.027 FS .. s. 2, 
Ch.aprer 83-134, Laws of Florida. as amended by Chaprer 
84-121 , Laws of Florida . Hisro0=-New 11-26-92, 
Repealed 1-1-96. 

46-3.037 Repeal and Readoption of Portions 
of Chapter 7613, Laws of Florida (1917), 
Walton County Special Act. 
Specific Aurhoriry 370.027(2) FS., s. 2, Ch.aprer 83-134, 
Laws of Florida, as amended by Chapter 84-121 . Laws of 
Florida. Law lmplementec 370.025, 370.027 FS., s. 2, 
Chapter 83-134, Laws of Florida, as amended by Chapter 
84-121, Laws of Florida. Hisror;.~New 11-26-92, 
Repealed 1-1-96. 

. 46-3.038 Repeal of Chapter 61-1914, Laws of 
Florida (1961), as Amended~ Brevard County 
Special Act. 
Spec~flc Authority 370.027(2) FS., s. 2, Chaprer 83-134, 
Laws of Florida , as amended by Chaprer 84-121 , Laws of 
Florida. Law implemented 370.025, 370.027 FS. , s. 2. 
Chapter 83-134, Laws of Florida, as amended by Chapter 
84-21 , Laws of Florida. Hisror;.'-New 2- 16-93, Repealed 
1-1-96. 

46-3.039 Repeal of Chapter 31152, La\VS of 
Florida (1955), Pasco County Special Act. 
Spec~fic Aurhoriry 370.027(2) FS., s. 2, CJwpier 83-134, 
Laws of Florida. as amem:ied by Chapter 84-121 , Laws of 
Florida . Law Implemented 370.025. 370.027 FS .. s. 2, 
Cha pier 83-134, Laws of Florida, as amended by Chap1er 
84-121, Laws of Florida. llisror;.'-New lJ-29·93, 
Repealed J-1-96. 

46-3.040 Repeal of Chapter 21605, Laws of 
Florida (1941), Taylor County Special Act. 
Specific Aurhoriry 370.027(2) FS .. s. 2, Ch.ap1er 83 -134. 
Laws of Floridc, as amended by Chapter 84-121, Laws of 
Floridc.. Law implemented 370.025, 370.027 FS., s. 2, 
Cluiprer 83-134, l.Aws of Florida, as amended by Cluipter 
84-121, Lnws of Florida . Histor;.-New l J-29-93, 
Repealed 1-1-96. 
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CHAPTER 46-4 
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46-4.002 
46-4.0025 
46-4.004 

46-4.005 

46-4.006 

46-4.007 

46-4.008 

46-4.0081 

46-4.0085 

46-4.0086 

.46-4.0087 

46-4.009 

46-4.010 

46-4.011 

46-4.012 

46-4.013 

46-4.014 

46-4.015 

46-4.016 

Gear Definitions . 
Other Definitions . 
Use of Power With Cenain Gear 

Prohibited in Inside Waters; 
Exceptions; Definition. 

Repeal and Replacement of 
Section 370.08(7), Florida 
Statutes; Specialized Gear, 
Special Activity Licenses. 

Gill Net Maximum Mesh 
Specification. (Repealed) 

Gear Specifications for Certain 
East Coast Counties: Closure of 
Cena.in Martin County Waters to 
Seine Fishing; Repealing and 
Readopting a Ponion of Section 
6 of Chapter 71 -770, Laws of 
Florida, a Martin County Special 
Act. 

Statewide Net Tending and 
Marking Requirements; 
Definitions; Repeal of Section 
370.082, Florida Statutes. 

Statewide Net Gear Specifications; 
Soaking Requirements; 
Definition; Exceptions. 

Recreational Gear: Gill and 
Trammel Nets and Cenain 
Seines Prohibited. (Repealed) 

Hook and Line Gear: Tending 
Requirement. 

Longlines: Use and Possession in 
or on State Waters Prohibited; 
Exception. 

Monofilament Line and Nening: 
Prohibition of Intentional 
Discard, Recovery Requirements, 
Recommendations for 
Appropriate Disposal. 

Prohibition of Fishing With. 
Motorized Vessels in Lake 
Avoca, Pinellas County. 

· Prohibition of Net Fishing in 
Faka Union River, Collier 
County. 

Powerheads: Use to Harvest Fish 
in State Waters Prohibited; 
Definition. 

Limitation on Use of Spotter 
Planes . 

Southwest Florida Purse Seine 
Restrictions: Gear Specifications; 
Area Limitation; Local Law 
Repeals. 

Gear Specifications for the 
Panhandle Region: Recreational 
Net Fishing; Areas Closed to 

Net Fishing. 
Gear Specifications for the Big 

Bend Region: Recreational Net 
Fishing. (Repealed) 

46-4.017 Gear Specifications for the 
Southwest Region: Exceptions to 

Statewide Net Gear 
Requirements ; Areas Closed to 

Net Fishing; J. N. "Ding ' ' 
Darling National Wildlife 
Refuge/Sanibel Conservation 
Zone; Blind Pass Seasonal 
Closure to Net Fishing; 
Definition. 

46-4.002 Gear Definitions. As used in Title 
46, F.A.C., unless otherwise defined: 

(1) "Cast net" means a cone-shaped net thrown 
by hand and designed to spread out and capture 
fish as the weighted circumference sinks to the 
bonom and comes together when pulled by a line. 

(2) ''Gill net'' means a wall of netting 
suspended vertically in the water, with floats across 
the upper margin and weights along the bonom 
margin wruch captures fish by entangling them in 
the meshes, usually by the gills. 

(3) "Hook and line gear" means any handline, 
rod, reel, or any pole to which hook and line are 
anached, as well as any bob, float, weight, lure, 
plug, spoon, or standard bait attached thereto, with 
a total of ten or fewer hooks. 

(4) "Landing or dip net" means a hand-held net 
consisting of a mesh bag suspended from a 
circular, oval, or rectangular rigid frame attached 
to a handle. 

(5) "Longline gear" means any single line or 
series of connected lines to which more than ten 
hooks are attached and which is used to harvest 
fish. 

(6) "Multiple hook" means two or more 
fishhooks bound together to comprise a single unit 
or any hook with a single shank and eye and two 
or more pointed ends, used to impale fish. 

(7) "Powerhead" means any device employing 
an explosive charge or a release of compressed 
gas, usually anached to a speargun, spear, pole, or 
stick (known as a "bangstick" ), which detonates 
upon contact. 

(8) "Seine" means a small-meshed net 
suspended venically in the water, with floats along 
the top margin and weights along the bottom 
margin, which encloses and concentrates fish, and 
does not usually entangle them in the meshes . 

(a) " Beach or haul seine" means a seine that is 
hauled or dragged over the bottom into shallow 
water or onto the beach, either by hand or with 
power winches. 

(b) .. Purse seine" means a seine that is pulled 
into a circle around fish with rings attached to the 
lower margin below the lead line to allow a purse 
line to be drawn to close the bonom of the seine . 

(9) "Sponer plane" means any aircraft as 
defined in Section 330.~7(1). Florida Statutes, used 
for aerial identification of the location of fish so 
that a vessel may be directed to the fish . 

(10) "Stab or sink net" means a gill or trammel 
net, that sinks to the bottom when placed, set, or 
fished in water deeper than itS hanging depth. 

(11) "Trammel net" means a net constructed of 
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two or more walls of netting hung from the same 
cork and lead lines , with one wall having a larger 
mesh than the other(s), which traps a fish in a 
pocket of nening when the fish pushes the smaller 
mesh wall through a mesh in the larger mesh wall. 

(12) "Undervrater breathing apparatus" means 
any apparatus, whether self-contained or connected 
to a distant source of air or other gas, whereby a 
person wholly or partially submerged in water is 
able to obtain or reuse air or any other gas or 
gasses for breathing without recurning to the 
surface of the water. 

(13) "Wing", with reference to a seine, means a 
panel of netting on one or both ends of the seine, 
wruch panel has a larger mesh than the main body 
of the seine and is used to guide fish inro the main 
body of the seine. 
Specific Authoriry 370.027(2) FS. Lnw lmplemenud 
370.025. 370.027 FS. Hiszory-New 1-1-89, Amended 
11-26-92 

46-4.0025 Other Definitions. As used in this 
chapter, unless otherwise defined : 

(1) "Diving" means wholly or partially 
submerging oneself in the water, either equipped 
with a face mask or snorkel or undern·ater 
breathing apparatus . 

(2) ''Harvest" means the catching or taking of 
any fish by any means whatsoever, followed by a 
reduction of such fish to possession. 

(3) "Inside waters" means all state waters 
landward of the Coiregs Demarcation Line. 
Spec(fic Awhoriry 370.027(2) FS. Law lmplemenred 
370.025. 370.027 FS. Hisro1_1'-Ne·w 11-26-92. 

46-4.004 Use of Power With Certain Gear 
Prohibited in Inside Waters; Exceptions; 
Definition. 

(1) No person shall use other than manual 
means to drag, sweep, retrieve, or gather in any 
beach or hauJ seine fished in nearshore and inshore 
Florida waters . 

(2) Tnis rule shall not be construed to prohibit 
the use of a vessel under power to set or position 
beach or haul seine in the waters of the state, 
where otherwise allowed . 

(3) This rule shall not be construed to allow the 
use of a beach or haul s.eine in any county where 
such use is ot.hern1ise prohibited by law or rule. 
Specific Authoriry 370.027(2) FS. Lnw lmpiemenred 
370.025, 370.027 FS. Hisrorv-New 10-19-89, Amended 
JJ-26-92, 9-30-96. . 

46-4.005 Repeal and Replacement of Section 
370.08(7), Florida Statutes; Specialized Gear, 
Special Activit)' Licenses. 

(1) This rule is intended to effect the repeal and 
replacement of subsection (7) of Section 370.08, 
Florida Statutes . 

(:2) No person shall use any gear or equipment 
to harvest any marine fish, which gear is not 
allowed by rule of the Marine Fisheries 
Corrunission or by Chapter 370, Florida Statutes, 
unless such person has first obtained a speciaJ 
activity license from the Division of Marine 
Resources of the Department of Natural Resources 

pursuant to this rule. The Marine Fisheries 
Commission has determined that such special 
activity Licenses are in the best interests of 
management and conservation of Florida 's marine 
fishery resources in three distinct situations as 
specified in this rule. 

(a) Gear Innovation - A person possessing a 
saltwater products license shall be issued a special 
activiry license to test innovative gear not 
otherwise meeting applicable gear specifications if 
the following criteria are satisfied: 

1. The person shall have at least five year's 
experience as a commercial harvester in this state, 
with demonsrrated landings of the species sought 
to be taken with the innovative gear over that time 
period . If the species to be targeted is a restricted 
species, the person shall have a restricted species 
endorsement affixed to his saltwater products 
license . 

2. The area in which the innovative gear is to 

be tested shall be specified and a working 
knowledge of this area shall be demonstrated. The 
gear shall not be tested in an area where the 
particular gear is otherwise expressly prohibited. 

3. The gear to be used shall be described in 
enough detail to allow the Department to assess 
likely impacts on marine habitat and species other 
than the one targeted. No license shall be issued 
for the use of any gear that is detennined likely to 
capture any protected (as designated by rule of the 
Marine Fisheries Commission), threatened, or 
endangered species or incidentally harvest species 
othern1ise lawfully harvested in an amount 
exceeding 5% of the combined whole weight of 
the targeted species. Satisfaction of this criterion is 
required for issuance of a license for any gear not 
meeting the tending requirements in Rule 46-4.008 
or the maximum length and soak time requirements 
of Rule 46-4 .0081. 

4. The gear shall be tested during times when 
the season is open for harvest of the species being 
targeted and shall be marked in compliance with 
Ruie 46-4.008, F.A.C. The quantities expected to 
be har.vested shall not exceed any applicable daily 
harvest limit and the person seeking the license 
shall agree not to sell any amount harvested in 
excess of such limits. 

5. A Jog of activities, area, time fished, and 
other details specified by the Division shall be 
maintained throughout any gear testing. Results of 
the gear testing shall be reponed to the Division on 
a regular basis and in a manner deemed reasonable 
by the Division . Additionally, the appropriate 
district office of the Marine Patrol and the Div:ision 
of Mari.ne Resources shall be notified prior to each 
deployment of the gear. This notification shall 
occur in a timely fashion to allow the Division to 
assign or require an on-board obser\ler to view the 
deployment. All records relating ro the testing, 
including logs and trip tickets, shall be available 
for inspection by the Division at any reasonable 
time. 

6. A special activities license issued pursuant to 
this paragraph shall not be renewed or reissued 

r-,..1 , 
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two or more walls of netting hunf from the same 
cork and lead lines. with one wall having a larger 
mesh than the orher(s), which traps a fish in a 
pocket of nening when the fish pushes the smaller 
mesh wall through a mesh in the larger mesh wall. 

(12) ' 'Underwater breathing appararus" means 
any apparatus, whether self-contained or connected 
to a distant source of air or other gas, whereby a 
person wholly or panially submerged in water is 
able to obtain or reuse air or any other gas or 
gasses for breathing without returning to the 
surf ace of the water. 

(13) "Wing", with reference to a seine, means a 
panel of nening on one or both ends of the seine. 
which panel has a larger mesh than the main body 
of the seine and is used to guide fish into the main 
body of the seine. 
Spec~(ic Aurhoriry 370.0:27(2} FS. Law implemented 
370.015, 370.0~7 FS. Hiswry-New 1-1-89, Ameruied 
11-26-92, 

46-4.0025 Other Definitions. As used in this 
chapter. unless otherwise defined: 

(1) "Diving" means wholly or panially 
submerging oneself in the water, either equipped 
with a face mask or snorkel or underv.•ater 
breathing apparatus. 

(2) "Harvest" means the catching or taking of 
any fish by any means whatsoever, followed by a 
reduction of such fish to possession . 

(3) "Inside waters'' means all state waters 
landward of the Colregs Demarcation Line. 
Specific Aurhoriry 370.027(2) FS. !..Aw Implemented 
370.025, 370.027 FS. Hisw1 y-New 11-26-92. 

46-4.004 Use of Power With Certain Gear 
Prohibited in Inside Waters; Exceptions; 
Definition. 

(1) No person shall use other than manual 
means to cirag, sweep, retrieve , or gather in any 
beach or haul seine fished in nearshore and inshore 
Florida waters. 

(2) Tnis rule shall not be construed to prohibit 
the use of a vessel under power to set or position 
beach or haul seine in the waters of the state, 
where otherwise allowed. 

(3) This rule shall not, be construed to allow the 
use of a beach or haul seine in any county where 
such use is ot.herv.1ise prohibited by law or rule. 
Spec(fic Authorir;· 370.027(2) FS. Law lmplemer.u:d 
370.025. 370.027 FS. His1ory-New 10-19-89, Amended 
11-26-92. 9-30-96. 

46-4.005 Repeal and Replacement of Section 
370.08(7), Florida Statutes; Specialized Gear, 
Special Activity Licenses. 

(1) This rule is intended to efiect the re~al and 
replacement of subsection (7) of Section 370.08, 
Florida Statutes . 

(~) No person shall use any gear or equipment 
to harvest any marine fish, which gear is not 
allowed by rule of the Marine Fisheries 
Commission or by Chapter 370, Florida Statutes, 
unless such person has first obtained a special 
~ctivity license from the Division of Marine 
Resources of the Depanmem of Natural Resources 

pursuant to this rule . The Marine Fishenes 
Commission has determined that such special 
activity licenses are in the best interests of 
management and conservation of Florida's marine 
fishery resources in three distinct situations as 
specified in this rule. 

(a) Gear Innovation - A person possessing a 
saltwater products license shall be issued a special 
activiry license to test innovative gear not 
otherwise meeting applicable gear specifications if 
the following criteria are satisfied : 

1. The person shall have at least five year's 
experience as a commercial harvester in this state, 
with demonstrated landings of the species sought 
to be taken with the innovative gear over that time 
period. If the species to be targeted is a restricted 
species, the person shall have a resuicted species 
endorsement affixed to hls salrwater products 
license. 

2. The area in which the innovative gear is to 

be tested shall be specified and a working 
knowledge of this area shall be demonstrated. The 
gear shall not be tested in an area where the 
panicular gear is otherv.·ise expressly prohibited. 

3. The gear to be used shall be described in 
enough detail to allow the Depanment to assess 
likely impacts on marine habitat and species other 
than the one targeted. No license shall be issued 
for the use of any gear that is derennined likely to 
caprure any protected (as designated by rule of the 
Marine Fisheries Commission) , threatened, or 
endangered species or incidentally harvest species 
otherv.•ise lawfully harvested in an amount 
exceeding 5 % of the combined whole weight of 
the targeted species. Satisfaction of this criterion is 
required for issuance of a license for any gear not 
meeting the tending requirements in Rule 46-4.008 
or the maximum length and soak time requirements 
of Rule 46-4.0081. 

~- The gear shall be tested during times when 
the season is open for harvest of the species being 
targeted and shall be marked in compliance with 
Rule 46-4.008, F.A.C. The quantities expected to 

be har:vested shall not exceed any applicable daily 
harvest limit and the person seeking the license 
shall agree not to sell any amount harvested in 
excess of such limirs. 

5. A log of activities, area, time fished. and 
other details specified by the Division shall be 
maintained throughout any gear testing. Results of 
the gear testing shall be reponed to the Division on 
a regular basis and in a manner deemed reasonable 
by the Division. Additionally. the appropriate 
district office of the Marine Patrol and the Division 
of Marine Resources shall be notified prior to each 
deployment of the gear. This notification shall 
occur in a timely fashion to allow the Division to 
assign or require an on-board observer to view the 
deployment. All records relating rn the testing, 
including logs and trip tickets, shall be available 
for inspection by the Division at any reasonable 
time. 

6. A special activities license issued pursuant to 

this paragraph shall not be renewed or reissued 
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unless all conditions of the license which 
implement these: crireria were met for the prior 
license period . 

7. This- paragraph shall nm be construed to 
allow the issuance of a special activity license for 
nonconforming ~ear used in the harvest of sponges. 

(b) Public Purpose - A person possessing a 
saltwater products license shall be issued a special 
activities license to use gear not otherwise meeting 
applicable gear specifications if such use is found 
by the Division to be for a public purpose and 
each of the following criteria is satisfied ; 

1. Issuance shall be based upon the written 
request of a municipal or county government or a 
state agency. The request shalJ establish necessity 
for the use of nonconfonning gear in furtherance 
of the public health, safety, or welfare. 

2. The species to be targeted shall not be any 
protected (as designated by rule of the Marine 
Fisheries Commission), resuicted, threatened, or 
endangered species. The Division shall not issue 
any license pursuant to th.is paragraph unJess it is 
satisfied that no incidentally harvested species 
otherwise lawfully harvested will exceed 5% of the 
combined whole weight of the targeted species . 

3. The area in which the nonconforrrung gear is 
to be used shall be specified and shall be limited 
to the minimum area necessary to satisfy the 
established public purpose. 

4. The time during which the nonconforming 
gear is to be used shall be specified and shall be 
limited to the minimum time necessary to satisfy 
the established public purpose. 

5. The quantity of the targeted species to be 
harvested with the nonconforming gear shall be 
specified, shall not threaten the continuing health 
and abundance of the species, and shall be the 
rmrumurn quantity necessary ro satisfy the 
established public purpose . 

6. A log of activities, area, time fished, and 
other details specified by the Divisjon shall be 
maintained throughout the period of nonconforming 
gear use. Results of such use shall be reponed to 
the Division on a regular basis and in a manner 
deemed reasonable by the Division. Additionally, 
the Marine Patrol and . the Division of Marine 
Resources shall be . notified prior to each 
deployment of the gear. Th.is notification shall 
occur in a timely fashion to allow the Division to 
assign an on-board observer 10 view the 
deployment. All records relating to the 
nonconforming gear use. including logs and trip 
tickets. shall be available for inspection by the 
Division at any reasonable time. 

7. A speciaJ activities license issued pursuant to 

this pare.graph shall not be renewed or reissued 
unless all conditions of the license which 
implement these criteria were met for the prior 
license period . 

(c) Scientific Purpose - A public or private 
institution of higher learning or secondary school, a 
private marine research i.nstitute or corporation, a 
state agency, or a person contracting with such an 
entity shall be issued a special activiry license to 
use gear not other.vise meeting applicable gear 

specifications if such use is found by the Division 
to be for ~ scientific purpose and the following 
criteria are satisfied : 

l . Issuance shall be based upon existence of a 
plan for scientific research of marine organisms. to 
advance or confirm the existing body of scientific 
knowledge regarding such organisms. or a course 
outline for a marine science class involving field 
examination of marine species. The issuance of a 
license pursuant to th.is paragraph shall not obviate 
the need for a permit issued pursuant to Section 
370.10(2) or Section 370. l 01(2), Florida Statutes . 

2. The area in which the nonconforming gear is 
to be used shall be specified and shall be limited 
to the minimum area necessary to satisfy the 
established scientific purpose . 

3. The time during which the nonconforming 
gear is to be used shall be specified and shall be 
limited to the minimum time necessary to satisfy 
the established scientific purpose . 

4 . The gear to be used shall not be designed to 
kill targeted species unless it is required to 
accomplish the scientific purpose . Any species that 
are harvested shall not be sold, unless the applicant 
is a nonprofit charitable corporation pursuant to 26 
U.S.C. 501(c)3 and holds a current letter of 
determination of such tax exempt status . 

5. A log of activities, area, time fished, and 
other details specified by the Division shall be 
maintained throughout the period of nonconforming 
gear use. Any reports detailing scientific results of 
the gear use shall be provided to the Division. 

6. A special activities license issued pursuant to 

this paragraph shall not be renewed or reissued 
unless all conditions of the license which 
implement these criteria were met for the prior 
license period. 
Specific Authoriry 370.027(2) FS., s. 7, Chapter 83-134, 
Lnws of Fiori.da , as amended by s. 2, Chapter 84-121 , 
Lnws of Florida. and s. 1, Chapter 85-163, Laws of 
Florida. Law lmplemenred 370.025. 370.027 FS., s. 7, 
Chap1er 83-134. Laws of Florida, as amended by s. 2. 
Chap1er 84-121, Laws of Florida, and .s . 1, Chapter 
85 -163, Laws of Florida. Hisror;-New 4-18-90, Amendcc! 
11-26-92, 9-1-93. 

46-4.006 Gill Net Maximum Mesh 
Specification. 
Spec~{ic Aurhoriry 370.027(2) FS. l.Liw implemented 
370.025, 370.027 FS. His1ory-New 3-20-91, Repealed 
9-30-96. 

46-4.007 Gear Specifications for Certain East 
Coast Counties: Closure of Certain Martin 
County \\iaters to Seine Fishing; Repealing and 
Readopting a Portion of Section 6 of Chapter 
71-770, Laws of Florida, a Martin County 
Special Act. The requirements in this rule shall 
apply in the areas of the east coast counties 
indicated. 

(1) During the period beginning September J of 
each year and continuing: through the last day of 
February of the following year , no person shall 
fish with, set, or place any beach or haul seine in 
the following described waters of Martin County : 

(a) All of the St. Lucie River, North and South 
Forks, west of the U.S . Highway 1 (Roosevelt) 

I 
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Bridge . 
(b) All inbnd waters. includrnt: the lntracoa.qaJ 

Water.:.·.:iy, I lc:e-in-rh::-waJl. Great Pocket. North 
Jupiter Narrows, Peck Lake , and South Jupiter 
Narrows. from a line running between Rocky Point 
and the conjunction of the Colregs Demarcation 
Line and South Point at the St. Lucie Inlet, 
southward to the State Road 708 Bridge . 

(~)(a) It is the intent of this rule rn repeaJ 
section 6 of Chapter 71-770, Laws of Florida, 
which regulates the number and length of nets used 
in the inside waters of Manin County. Paragraph 
(b) of this subsection readoprs a prohibition 
previously a part of section 6 of Chapter 71-770, 
Laws of Florida. 

(b) In the inside waters of Manin Counry, no 
person shall retrieve or gather up any gill or 
trammel net by pulling such net upon the shore . 
The "inside waters of Martin Counry" means all 
state waters of the counry landward of the Colregs 
Demarcation Line. This provision shall not be 
consrrued to allow net fishing in any area closed to 
such fishing by subsecuon ( 1) of this rule. 

(c) The Marine Fisheries Commission has 
detennined that rhe repeaJ and readoption of a 
ponjon of sect.ion 6 of Chapter 71-770, Laws of 
Florida, will not adversely affect rhe marine 
resources of Manin County or of the State of 
Florida. 
Specific Au1horiry 370.027(2) FS., s. 2, Ch.apter 83-134, 
Laws of Floriria, as amended by s. 1, Chapter 84-121, 
Laws of Florida . Law lmpiemenred 370.025, 370.027 FS .. . 
s. 2, Chapter 83-134, Laws of Florida , as amended by 
s. 1. Chapter 84-121. Laws of Florida. History-New 
7-4-91, Amended 1-23-9-1. J-3-95, 9-30-96. 

46-4.008 Statewide Net Tending and Marking 
Requirements; Definitions; Repeal of Section 
370.082, Florida Statutes. 

( 1) Each net fished with. set, or placed in the 
water shall be tended. Until May 1, 1994. in 
Nassau , Duval, and St. Johns Counties only. the 
requirements of this subsection shall not apply to 

any person fishing with, sening. or placing a net 
seaward of the Colregs Demarcation Line during 
the period beginning January 1 and cominuing 
through April 30 of each year. 

(2) Each net fished wnh: seL or placed in the 
w2ter shall be marked in the foUowing manner: 

(a) During the period beginning one hour before 
official sunrise and ending one hour after official 
sunset. an international orange float with a 
diameter of at least 12 inches or an end buoy 
equipped with a high flier (a verticaJ rod rising at 
least 24 inches above the surface of the water) 
displaying a net sl gnal flag shall be 2.ffixed at each 
end of the cork ime of the net. The net signaJ flag 
shall be uiangular. have dimensions no smalle.r 
than 12" x 18" x 18", and have a white circle at 
Jc.ast 6 inches in diameter on a field of bright 
orange. During the period beginning one hour after 
official sunset and ending one hour before official 
sunrise, a wrute light visible 360° from a distan ce 
of not less than one mile shall be affixed a1 each 
end of the cork line of the net. If one end of a net 
is retained aboard the vessel during a fishing 

operation. such end need not be marked with float. 
high flier wnh net signaJ flag, or light. At all 
times, corks or no~ns of contrasting color shall be 
affixed at no greater than 100-yard intervals along 
the cork line of the net. 

(b) Each such float, high flier with net signal 
flag, light. and cork or float of contrasting color 
shall be legibly marked with a saltwater products 
license number which matches either: 

1. The saltwater products license number issued 
for the vessel on which the net is possessed or 
from which the net is deployed, or 

2. The salrwater products license number of the 
operatar of the vessel on which the net is 
possessed or from which the net is deployed. 

(3) Definitions. - For purposes of this rule: 
(a) The term ''tend" means that the person 

fishing with, setting. or placing the net in the water 
is either: 

1. Within 300 yards of the net and using vessel 
movement and noise to force fish into the meshes 
of the net \Vhere they become entangled or trapped; 
or 

2. Within 50 yards of the net if the vessel used 
is not in constant motion: or 

3. Physically present at the net if the net is 
fished from shore or from a structure art.ached to 
shore. 

(b) The renn ''net" shall be construed broadly 
to inciude all manner of gill and trammel nets and 
seines, except purse seines. 

(4) This rule shall not be consrrued rn allow net 
fishing in closed areas or the use of any fishing 
gear otherwise prohibited by law or rule . 

(5) lt is the intent of this rule to expressly effect 
the repeal of and replace Section 370.082, Florida 
Statutes. The Marine Fisheries Commission has 
determined that the repeal of this law will not 
adversely affect the marine resources of the State 
of Florida. 
Spec~fjc Authoriry 370.027(2) FS. Lew Implemented 
370.025, 370.017 FS. His100-New 3-1 -92, Amended 
7- 18-94, 

46-4.0081 Statewide Net Gear Specifications; 
Soaking Requirements; Definition; Exceptions. 

(1) Except as provided herein and in subsection 
(3), beginning JanuaT)' 1, 1993\ unless otherwise 
specified, the following gear specifications shall 
apply in all state waters: 

(a) No person shall fish with, set, or place in the 
water or possess aboard a vessel while on the 
water any net with a tatal length greater than 600 
yards. 

(b) No more than one net shall be fished with, 
set , or placed in the water from a single vessel at 
any one time. 

(c) No more than two nets shall be possessed 
aboard a vessel at any one time, includint; any net 
being fished; provided, however. that the two nets 
shall hc.ve stretched mesh siz.es that differ by at 
least i;< inch or depths that differ by at least 25 
meshes. 

(d) No person shall tie or otherwise fasten 
together rwo or more nets in any manner so as to 

fish with. set, or place in the water a net exceeding 
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Bndgc . 
(b) All inland waters. including the Intracoai;tal 

Waten-.:J), I l.:.~e-rn-fr.:-waJL Great Pocket. Nonh 
Jupncr Narrows. Peck Lake. and South Jupiter 
Narrows. from a lmc running betweer, Rocky Point 
and the conjunction of the Colregs Demarcation 
Line and South Point at the St. Lucie Inlet, 
southward to the State Road 708 Bridge. 

(:!)(a) 1£ is the intent of this rule to repeal 
section 6 of Chapter 7 l -770, Laws of Florida. 
which regulates the number and length of nets used 
in the inside waters of Manin County. Paragraph 
(b) of this subsection readopts a prohibition 
previously a pan of section 6 of Chapter 71-770, 
Laws of Florida. 

(b) In the inside waters of Manin Counry. no 
person shall reuieve or gather up any gill or 
trammel net by pulling such net upon the shore. 
The "inside waters of Martin County" means all 
state waters of the county landward of the Colregs 
Demarcation Line. This provision shall not be 
construed to allow net fishing in any area closed ro 
such fishing by subsecuon (1) of this rule . 

(c) The Marine Fisheries Commission has 
determined that the repeal and readoption of a 
ponion of section 6 of Chapter 71-770, Laws of 
Florida, will nm adversely affect the marine 
resources of Manin County or of the State of 
Florida. 
Specific Aurhoriry 370.027('2) FS., s. 2, Chaprer 83-134. 
Uiws of Fion'da , as amended by s. ], Chaprer 8~-121. 

lAws of Florida. Law lmpiemenred 370.025. 370.027 FS .. . 
s. 2, Chapter 83-134, lAws of Florida, as amended by 
s. 1. Chapter 8~-!2 !, Laws of Flo ride. , Hisrory-New 
7-4-91, Amended 1-23-94, J-3-95. 9-30-96. 

46-4.008 Statewide Net Tending and Marking 
Requirements; Definitions; Repeal of Section 
370.082, Florida Statutes. 

( 1) Each net fished with. set, or pi aced in the 
water shall be tended . Until May 1. 1994. in 
Nassau. Duval. and St. Johns Counties only, the 
requirements of this subsection shall nm apply ro 
any person fishing with. setting. or placing a net 
seaward of the Colregs Demarcation Line during 
the period beginning January 1 and continuing 
through April 30 of each year. 

(2) Each net fished with, , set. or placed in the 
water shall be marked in the following manner: 

(a) During the period beginning one hour before 
official sunrise and ending one hour after official 
sunset. an international orange float with a 
diameter of at least 12 inches or an end buoy 
equipped with a high flier (2 vertical rod rising at 

least :24 inches above the surf ace of the water) 
displaying a net signal flag shall be tlfixed at each 
end of the cork i:ne of the net. The net signal flag 
shall be ma.n.;ul~. have dimensions no smalkr 
than 1 :2" x 18" x 18", and have ::i white circle at 
least 6 inches in diameter on a field of bright 
orange. During the p~riod beginning one hour after 
official sunset and ending one hour before official 
sunrise, a white ligh[ visible 360c from a distance 
of not less tnan one mile shall be affixed at each 
end of the cork line of the net. If one end of a net 
is retained aboard the vessel during a fishing 

operation. such end need not be m:irked with float, 
high flier with net si~al flag, or lit:ht. At all 
umes, corks or floats of contrasting color shall be 
affixed at no greater than 100-yard intervals along 
the cork line of the net. 

(b) Each such float, high flier with net signal 
flag. light. and cork or float of contrasting color 
shall be legibly marked with a saltwater products 
license number which marches either: 

1. The saltwater products license number issued 
for the vessel on which the net is possessed or 
from which the net is deployed, or 

2. The saltwater products license number of the 
operator of the vessel on which the net 1s 
possessed or from which the net is deployed. 

(3) Definitions. - For purposes of this rule : 
(a) The tenn "tend" means that the person 

fishing with. setting., or placing the net in the water 
is either: 

1. Within 300 yards of the net and using vessel 
movement and noise to force fish imo the meshes 
of the net where they become entangled or trapped; 
or 

2. Within 50 yards of the net if the vessel used 
is not in constant motion; or 

3. Physically present at the net if the net is 
fished from shore or from a structure art.ached to 
shore. 

(b) The term ''net" shall be construed broadly 
to include all manner of gill and trammel nets and 
seines, except purse seines. 

(4) This rule shall not be construed to allow net 
fishing in closed areas or the use of any fishing 
gear othervvise prohibited by law or rule. 

(5) lt is the intent of this rule to expressly effect 
the repeal of and replace Section 370.082, Florida 
Statutes. The Marine Fisheries Commission has 
determined that the repeal of this ·law will not 
adversely affect the marine resources of the St.ate 
of Florida. 
Spec~(ic Authoriry 370.027(2) FS. Law /mplemenred 
370.025, 370.027 FS. Hisrory-New 3-1-92. Amended 
7-18-94, 

46-4.0081 Statewide Net Gear Specifications; 
Soaking Requirements; Definition; Exceptions. 

( 1) Except as provided herein and in subsection 
(3), beginning January 1, 1993, uniess othervvise 
specified, the following gear specifications shall 
apply in all st.ate waters: 

(a) No person shall fish with, set, or place in the 
water or possess aboard a vessel '-Vhile on the 
water any net with a total length greater than 600 
yards. 

(b) No more than one net shall be fished with, 
set. or placed in the water from a single vessel at 
any one time. 

(c) No more than two nets shall be possessed 
aboard a vessel at any one time, includin~ any net 
being fished; provided. however. that the two nets 
shall have stretched mesh sizes tha~ differ by at 
least i/, inch or depths that differ by at least 25 
meshes . 

(d) No person shall ue or otherv.•ise fasten 
together two or more nets in any manner so as to 

fish with. set, or place in the water a net exceeding 
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the 600-yard limit srecified in paragraph (a) . 
( e) No person shall soak a net for more than 

one hour, beginning when the firsr mesh is placed 
in the water and ending either when the first mesh 
is retrieved back aboard the vessel or on shore or 
the gathering or pursing of the net is begun to 
facilitate retrieval back aboard the vessel, 
whichever occurs sooner. Once either the first 
mesh is retrieved back aboard the vessel or on 
shore or the gathering or pursing is begun, the 
nening operation shall be continuous until the net 
is completely removed from the water. Until May 
1, 1994. in Nassau, Duval. and St. Johns Counties 
only, the requirements of this paragraph shall not 
apply to any person fishing \Vith, sening, or 
placing a net sea\!.'ard of the Colregs Demarcation 
Line during the period beginning January l and 
continuing through April 30 of each year. 

(f) Beginning January 1, 1995, no person shall 
fish with, set, or place in the water any gill or 
trammel net with a mesh size smaller than 3 inches 
stretched mesh. 

(g) No person shall fish with, set, or place in 
the water any seine with a mesh siz.e larger than 2 
inches stretched mesh, excluding the wing portions 
of the seine . 

(2) For purposes of this rule, the term "net" 
shall be construed broadly to include all manner of 
gill and trammel nets and seines, except purse 
seines and cast nets. 

(3) Exceptions. -
(a) This rule shall not apply to persons in transit 

through state waters to fish in or return from the 
waten; of another state or from federal Exclusive 
Economic Zone (EEZ) waters, where the use of the 
net gear in possession is otheIVlise legal. 

(b) Tnis rule shall not be construed to supersede 
the requirements of Rules 46-3.008(3)(c)3., 
46-3.028(5), 46-3.029(3) and (4) , and 46-3.037(3). 
Soecific Authorirv 370.027(2) FS. Law /mplemenred 
3>0.025, 370.02i FS. His1ory-New ll-26-92, Amended 
4-12-93. 

46-4.0085 Recreational Gear: Gill and 
Trammel Nels and Certain Seines Prohibited. 
Spec(fic Aurhoriry 370.027(2) FS. Law Jmplernenred 
370.025, 370.027 FS. Histor;.;-New I J-26-92" Repealed 
9-30-96. 

46-4.0086 Hook and Line Gear: Tending 
Requirement. Beginning January l, 1993. hook 
and line £ear used in or on the waters of the State 
shall be t~nded. The term "tended" for purposes of 
this rule means that the person fishing the gear is 
physically present at the terminus of the gear. 
Specific Aurhoriry 370.027(2) FS. Law lmp/emenred 
370.025, 370.027 FS. His10ry-New J 1-26-92. 

46-4.0087 Longlines: Use and Possession in or 
on State \Vaters Prohibited; Exception.Beginning 
January 1, 1993, no person shall fish with, set, or 
place in state waters any longline gear. Except for 
persons in transit through state waters to fish in 
and return from the waten; of another state or from 
federal Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) waters 
where the use of such gear is legal. no person shall 
possess aboard any vessel in or on state waters any 

Jongline gear. 
Spec~l1c Aurhonry 37u.u27(2J n. Law lmplemen1ed 
370.0'25, 370.027 FS. H1s1or;....._New J 1 -26-92. 

46-4.009 Monofilament Line and Netting: 
Prohibition of Intentional Discard, Recovery 
Requirements, Recommendations for 
Appropriate Disposal. 

(l) No person shall intentionally discard any 
monofilarnent fishing line or monofilarnent nening 
into or onto the waters of the stare. Waste 
monofilarnent fishing line and monofilament 
nening shall be disposed of on land and, if the 
material is possessed aboard a vessel, it shall be 
safely kept aboard the vessel until such disposal 
can be accomplished. 

(2) Any person recovering monofilament fishing 
line or monofilamenl netting from the waters of the 
state shall dispose of such material pursuant w 
subsection (1) of this rule. If the volume or 
condition of such material precludes the proper 
disposal thereof, the person shall notify the Marine 
Patrol of its location. 

(3) Each person operating a vessel in or on the 
waters of the state is encouraged to designate a 
container aboard the vessel for waste disposal of 
monofilarnent fishing line, monofilament nening, 
and any other nondegradable material. 
Specific Aurhoriry 370.027(2) FS. l..Liw lmplemenred 
370.025. 370.027 FS. Hisrory-New 3-1-92. 

46·4.010 Prohibition of Fishing With 
Motorized Vessels in Lake Avoca, Pinellas 
County. No person shall use any gasoline or 
electric. motorized vessel to seek, take, or arrempt 
to take any fish in or on Lake Avoca in Pinellas 
Counrv. 
Spec~fi~ Authoriry 370.027(2) FS. Law lmplemenied 
370.025, 370.027 FS. Hiscory-New 3-1-92. 

46-4.011 Prohibition of Net Fishing in Faka 
Union River, Collier County. No person shall 
fish with, set. or place any net other than a cast net 
or landing or dip net, in the warers of the Faka 
Union River (also known as the Faka Union 
Canal), or any tributai;,1 thereof, in Collier County, 
between 25°54'52" North latitude somhward to the 
mouth of the river, defined as a straight line 
between green marker 49 and .red marker 50 
extended on either side to the adjacent mangrove 
shorelines. 
Spec~(ic Authority 370.027(2) FS. Law Jmplemenred 
370.025. 370.027 FS. History-New 3-1-92. 

46·4.012 Powerhead.s: Use to Harvest Fish in 
State Waters Prohibited; Definition. Beginning 
January 1, 1993: 

( 1) No person shall use any powerhead to 

harvest any fish in st.ate waters. Powerheads may 
be possessed while diving in state v.·aters for the 
purpose of personal protection. 

(2) The possession of any fish that has been 
harvested with a powerhead, aboard a vessel 
fishing or at rest in state waters, shall constitute a 
violation of this rule. 

(3) Tne term "harvest" for purposes of this rule 
means the catching or taking of a fish by killing or 
wounding it, followed by a reduction of such fish 
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to possession. 
( 4) Tnis rule shall not be construed to effect the 

rereal of subsection (5) of Section 370.08, Florida 
Statutes. 
Spec~fic Aurhortr) 370.027(2) FS. Law Jmplr:menred 
370 . .025, 370.027 FS. History~New J J -26-92, Amended 
7-15-96. 

46-4.013 Limitation on Use of Spotter 
Planes. Beginning January 1, 1993, no person 
shall harvest any marine fish in any waters of the 
state with the aid of any sporter plane, except for 
those species allowed to be harvested with a purse 
seine pursuant to Section 370.08(3), Florida 
Statutes. 
Spec1f1c Authoriry 370.027(2) FS. Law implemented 
370.025, 370.027 FS. His10n~New 1 J-26-92. Amended 
9-30-96. . 

46-4.014 Southwest Florida Purse Seine 
Restrictions: Gear Specifications; Area Limitation; 
Local Law Repeals. 

( 1) In the areas of Pinellas, Hillsborough, and 
Manatee Counties specified in subsection (2), no 
person shall use any purse seine with a total length 
in excess of 600 yards or with a depth greater than 
1.500 meshes 

(2) In Pinellas, Hillsborough, and Manatee 
Counties, no person shall fish with, set, or place 
any purse seine in the following described area: 

All waters of Pinellas, Hillsborough, and 
Manatee Counties east of a line 3 miles 
west and running parallel to the Colregs 
Demarcation Line, between the 
Pinellas-Pasco County line on the north and 
the Manatee-Sarasota County line on the 
south. 

(3)(a) The Marine Fisheries Commission has 
determine that repeal of the Pinellas and Manatee 
special acts or portions thereof, as enumerated in 
paragraph (b), in conjunction with the adoption of 
the substantive provisions of this rule, will not 
adversely affect the marine resources of these 
counties or of the State of Florida. 

(b) The following special acts or ponions of 
special acts applicable 10 Pinellas or Manatee 
Counties, rules of the Depanment of 
Environmental Protection (formerly the Depanmem 
of Natural Resources) pursuant · to section 2, 
subsection (5) of Chapter 83-134, Laws of Florida, 
as amended by Chapter 84-121, Laws of Florida, 
are . hereby repealed : 

1. Section J of Chapter 8 J -472, Laws of Florida 
(1981) . Applicable to Pinellas County, this 
provision deals with pursing type nets used to take 
baitfishes in Pinellas County. 

2. Section 1 of Chapter 70- 795, Laws of Florida 
(1970), 2.S amended by Chapter 80-540, Laws of 
Florida ( 1980). Applicable to Manatee County, 
this provision deals with pursing type nets used to 

take cenain brutfishes in Manatee County. 
Spec~fic Aurhoriry 370.027{2) FS .. s. 2, Chap-rcr 83-134, 
Laws of Florida. as amended by Chap/er 84-121, Laws of 
F/nrida. Law lmplernen1ed 370.025, 370.027 FS .. s. 2, 
Chapter 83-134. Laws of Florida, as amended by Chapter 
84-121 , Laws of Florida . His10ry-New 7-1-93. Amended 
9-30-96. 

46-4.015 Gear Specifications for the 
Panhandle Region: Recreational Net Fishing; 
Areas Closed to Net Fishing. The requirements 
in this rule shall apply in the Panhandle Region, 
which shall include the state waters of Gulf, Bay, 
Walton. Okaloosa, Santa Rosa, and Escambia 
Counties. 

(1) No person shall fish with, set, or place any 
beach or haul seine in the waters of the region 
described in this subsection to harvest or attempt to 
harvest any marine fish. 

(a) All the waters of Lake Wimico and its 
tributaries, including the Jackson River from its 
confluence with the Apalachicola River wesrv..•ard 
to the lake, Depot Creek. the lntracoastal \Vaterway 
from a line intersecting each shoreline drawn 
through Flashing Red Marker 10 on the nonh and 
Green Marker 1 on the south (near the eastern end 
of East Bay) eastward to the lake, and the Gulf 
Counry Canal from the U.S. Highway 98 
(Highland View) Bridge northeastward to the 
lntracoastal Waterway. 

(b) All the waters of Sandy Creek, its 
tributaries, and within 100 yards of its mouth in 
East Bay, in Bay Counry. The mouth of Sandy 
Creek shall be construed to be the narrowing of the 
waterbody near 30°03'30" N. Latitude. 

(c) All of the waters of Walkley Bayou (also 
known as Bull Bayou), its tributaries, and within 
100 yards of its mouth in East Bay, in Bay County. 

(d) All of the waters of Farmdale Bayou (also 
known as Maddox Bayou), its uibutaries, and 
within 100 yards of its mouth in East Bay, in Bay 
County. 

(e) All of the waters of Cook's Bayou (also 
known as Laird Bayou), its Lributaries, and within 
100 yards of its mouth in East Bay, in Bay County. 
The mouth of Cook's Bayou shall be construed to 
be the narrowing of the waterbody just south of 
30°07'25" N. Latitude. 

(f) All of the waters of Callaway Bayou and 1ts 
tributaries north of a straight line beginning at 
Wilson Point on the west and running nonheasterly 
to Green Point on the east, in Bay County. 

(g) All of the waters of Dory's Cove (also 
known as Emrnon 's Cove), its tributaries, and 
within 100 yards of its mouth in East Bay, in Bay 
County. 

(h) Ail of the waters of Manin Lake and its 
tributaries east of U.S. Business Highway 98 in 
Bay County. 

(i) All of the waters of Watson Bayou, its 
tributaries, and within 100 yards of its mouth in 
East Bay, in Bay Count)'. 

U) All of the waters of Massalina Bayou and its 
tributaries northeast of Beach Drive, in Bay 
County. 

(k) All of the waters of Johnson Bayou and its 
tributaries nonh of Beach Drive, in Bay County. 

(1) All of the waters of Mill Bayou, its 
tributaries, and within 100 yards of its mouth in 
Nonh Bay, in Bay County. 

(m) All of the waters of Preny Bayou, its 
tributaries, and within 100 yards of its mouth in 
West Bay, in Bay County. 
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to rossession . 
( 4) Tnis rule shall not be construed to effect the 

rcrcal of subsection (5) of Section 370.08. Florida 
Statutes . 
Spec~fic Aurhnnr:- 370.027(2) FS. Law Implemented 
370 . .025, 370.027 FS. H1sror:--New l J -26-92. Amenaed 
7-15-96. 

46-4.013 Limitation on Use of Spotter 
Planes. Beginning January 1, 1993, no person 
shall harvest any marine fish in any waters of the 
state with the cild of any sponer plane, except for 
those species allowed to be harvested with a purse 
seine pursuant to Section 370.08(3), Florida 
Starutes. 
Spec1f1c Aurhnriry 370.027(2) FS. Law Implemented 
370.025, 370.027 FS. Hisron--New 11-26-92, Amenaed 
9-30-96. . 

46-4.014 Southwest Florida Purse Seine 
Restrictions: Gear Specifications; Area Limitation; 
Local Law Repeals. 

( 1) In the areas of Pinellas, Hillsborough, and 
Manatee Counties specified in subsection (2), no 
person shall use any purse seine with a total length 
in excess of 600 yards or with a depth ~reater than 
1.500 meshes. 

(2) In Pinellas. Hillsborough, and Manatee 
Counties, no person shall fish with, set, or place 
any purse seine in the following described area: 

All waters of Pinellas, Hillsborough, and 
Manatee Counties ea.~t of a line 3 miles 
west and running parallel to the Colregs 
Demarcation Line, between the 
Pinellas-Pasco Counry line on the north and 
the Manatee-Sarasota County line on the 
south. 

(3)(a) The Marine Fisheries Corrunission has 
determine that repeal of the Pinellas and Manatee 
special acts or portions thereof, as enumerated in 
paragraph (b), in conjunction with the adoption of 
the substantive provisions of this rule, will not 
adversely affect the marine resources of these 
counties or of the State of Florida. 

(b) The following special acts or portions of 
special acts applicable to Pinellas or Manatee 
Counties, rules of , the Depanmem of 
Environmental Protection (formerly the Depanment 
of Natural Resources) pursuant to section 2, 
subsection (5) of Chapter 83-134, Laws of Florida.. 
as amended by Chapter 84-121. Laws of Florida, 
are. hereby repealed: 

1. Section l of Chapter 8 l -472, Laws of Florida 
(1981). Applicable to Pinellas County, this 
provision deals with pursing rype nets used to take 
ba.ltfishes in Pinellas County. 

2. Section l of Chapter 70-795. Laws of Florida 
( 1970), ::.s amended by Chapter S0-540. Laws of 
Florida ( 1980). Applicable to Manatee County, 
this provision deals with pursing type nets used to 
take certain baitfishes in Manatee Countv. 
Spcc~fic A urhnriry 3 70. 02 7(2) FS.. s. 2. Chap.rer 83. J 34, 
l..Aws of Florida, as ameru:ied by Chapter 84-121, 1..Aws of 
Flnrida. Lnw lmplemcr.red 370.025, 370.027 FS., s. 2. 
Chapter 83-134. Laws of FlorUia, as amenned by Chaprcr 
84-121. 1..Aws of Florida. His100._New 7-1-93, Amended 
9-30-96. 

46-4.015 Gear Specifications for the 
Panhandle Region: Recreational Net Fishing; 
Areas Closed to Net Fishing. The requirements 
in this rule shall apply in the Panhandle Region, 
which shall include the state waters of Gu)f. Bay, 
Walton. Okaloosa, Santa Rosa. and Escambia 
Counties . 

( 1) No person shall fish with, set, or place any 
beach or haul seine in the waters of the region 
described in this subsection tO harvest or attempt to 
harvest any marine fish. 

(a) All the waters of Lake Wimico and its 
tributaries. including the Jackson River from its 
confluence with the Apalachicola River westward 
to the lake, Depot Creek, the lntracoast.al Waterway 
from a line intersecting each shoreline drawn 
through Flashing Red Marker 10 on the nonh and 
Green Marker 1 on the south (near the eastern end 
of East Bay) eastward to the lake, and the Gulf 
County Canal from the U.S . Highway 98 
(Highland View) Bridge northeastward to the 
lnrracoastal Waterv.•ay. 

(b) All the waters of Sandy Creek. its 
tributaries, and within 100 yards of its mouth in 
East Bay, in Bay County. The mouth of Sandy 
Creek shall be construed ro be the narrowing of the 
waterbody near 30°03'30" N. Latitude. 

(c) All of the waters of WalkJey Bayou (also 
known as Bull Bayou), its nibutaries, and within 
100 yards of its mouth in East Bay, in Bay County. 

(d) All of the waters of Fanndale Bayou (also 
known as Maddox Bayou), its tributa.rles, and 
within 100 yards of its mouth in East Bay, in Bay 
County. 

(e) All of the waters of Cook's Bayou (also 
known as Laird Bayou), its tribmaries, and within 
100 yards of its mouth in East Bay, in Bay County. 
The mouth of Cook's Bayou shall be construed to 
be the narrowing of the waterbody just south of 
30°07'25" N. Latitude. 

(f) All of the waters of Callaway Bayou and its 
tributaries nonh of a straight line beginning at 
Wilson Point on the west and running nonheasterly 
to Green Point on the east, in Bay County. 

(g) All of the waters of Dory's Cove (also 
known as Emmon 's Cove), its tributaries. and 
within 100 yards of its mouth in East Bay, in Bay 
County. 

(h) All of the waters of Manin Lake and its 
tributaries east of U.S. Business Highway 98 in 

Bay County. 
(i) All of the waters of Watson Bayou, its 

tributaries, and within 100 yards of its mouth in 
East Bay, in Bay County. 

U) All of the waters of Massalina Bayou and its 
tributaries nonheast of Beach Drive, in Bay 
County. 

(k) All of the waters of Johnson Bayou and its 
tributaries nonh of Beach Drive, in Bay County. 

(1) All of the waters of Mill Bayou, its 
tributaries, and within 100 yards of its mouth in 
North Bay, in Bay County. 

(m) All of the waters of Preny Bayou, its 
tributaries, and within 100 yards of its mouth in 
West Bay, in Bay County. 
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(n) All of the waters of Burnt Mill Creek (or 
Bayou) north of a straight line beginnint'. at Graze 
Point on the west and running southeasterly to 
Cedar Point on the east, rn Bay County. 

(o) All of the waters of Crooked Creek and its 
tributaries nonh of a straight line beginning at 
Crooked Point on the west and running 
northeasterly to Doyle Point on the east, in Bay 
Counrv. 

(p) ,All of the waters of Lake Powell and 
Phillips Inlet, their tributaries, and within 100 
yards of the mouth of Phillips Inlet in the Gulf of 
Mexico, in Bay and WaJton Counties . 

(q) AlJ of the waters of Pippin Lake, its 
tributaries, and within 100 yards of its mouth in 
Choctawhatchee Bay, in Okaloosa County. 

(r) All of Black."Warer Bay and its uibutaries 
north of the Interstate 10 Bridge, in Santa Rosa 
Counry. 

(2)(a) The Marine Fisheries Commission has 
determined that repeal of Chapter 19694, Laws of 
Florida (1939), as amended by Chapter 63-1112, 
Laws of Florida (1963), and Chapter 71-534, Laws 
of Florida (1971), Bay County special acts, in 
conjunction with the adoption of subsection (3) of 
this rule, will not adversely affect the marine 
resources of Bay County or of the State of Florida. 
Applicable to Bay County, these special acts close 
certain local small bodies of water in the county to 
nets. 

(b) Chapter 19694, Laws of Florida (1939), as 
\ amended by Chapter 63-1112, Laws of Florida 

(1963), and Chapter 71-534, Laws of Florida 
(1971), rules of the Depanment of Environmentai 
Protection (formerly the Depanrnent of Natural 
Resources) pursuant to section 2, subsection (5) of 
Chapter 83-134, Laws of Florida, as amended by 
Chapter 84~121, Laws of Florida, is hereby 
repealed. 
Specific Aurhoriry 370.027(2) FS., s. 2, Chapier 83-134, 
Laws of Florida, as amended by Chaprer 84-121, Laws of 
Florida. Lnw lmplemenred 370.025, 370.027 FS .. s. 2, 

. Chapter 83-134, Laws of Florida, as amended by Chaprer 
84--121, Laws of Fion·da. Hisro~New 3-1 6-93, Amended 
9-30-96. 

46-4.016 Gear Specifications for the Big Bend 
Region: RecreationaJ Net Fishing. 
Spec~fic Aurhoriry 370.027(2) FS. Law lmplemenred 
370.025, 370.027 FS. Hisro~New 9-1 ·93, Repealed 
9-30-96. 

46-4.017 Gear Specifications for the 
Southwest Region: Exceptions to Statewide Net 
Gear Requirements; Areas Closed to Net 
Fishing; J. N. "Ding" Darling National Wildlife 
RefugeJSanibel Conservation Zone; Blind Pass 
Seasonal Closure to Net Fishing; Definition. The 
requirements in this rule shall apply in the 
Southwest Region, which shall include the state 
waters of Collier, Lee, Charlone, Sarasota, 
Manatee, Hillsborough, and Pinellas Counties . 

(l) ln Manatee, Sarasota., Char lone, Lee, and 
Collier Counties, a two net seine, consisting of a 
main net and unattached wing, may be possessed 
and fished if the following operational 
requirements and specifications are met: 

(a) Neither seine shall have a mesh area 
exceeding. 500 square feet and the rwo seines shall 
not be connected. 

(b) One end of the main net shall be anchored 
on the shore. 

(c) During the period beginning one hour after 
official sunset and ending one hour before official 
sunrise, a boat with a white light visible 360° from 
a distance of not less than one mile shall be 
anchored at the most seaward point of the seine . 

(d) The seine shall not be soaked for more than 
12 hours, beginning when the first mesh is placed 
in the water and ending when the first mesh is 
retrieved on shore. Once the first mesh is retrieved 
on shore, the net retrieval and fish clearing 
operation shall be continuous until all parts of the 
net a.ie completely removed from the water. 

(e) The tending requirements of Rule 
46-4.008(1) shall be observed. 

(f) The seine allowed by rhis subsection shall 
not be fished in the inside waters of the counties to 
which this subsection applies. This shall not be 
construed to prohibit the anchoring of the main net 
on shore. when the remainder of the main net and 
the wing are fished outside the Colregs 
Demarcation Lint. 

(2) During the period beginning on November 1 
of each year and continuing through January 31 of 
the following year, no person shall fish with, set, 
or place any beach or haul seine in the waters of 
the region described in this subsection to harvest or 
anempt to harvest any marine fish. 

(a) AU the waters of the Gordon fuver in 
Collier County and its tributaries north of U.S . 41. 

(b) All the waters of the Imperial River in Lee 
County and its uibutaries, including those 
connecting the lmperial River with Big Hickory 
Bay, upstream of a line immediately east of the 
intersection of channels connecting the River with 
Fish Trap Bay and Little Hickory Bay, which line 
runs between 26°20'09" N. Latitude, 81°50'18" W. 
Longitude on the east side of the river to 
26°20'09" N. Latitude, 81 °50'20" W. Longirude on 
the west side of the river. 

(c) All of the Estero River in Lee Counry and 
its tributaries, including those connecting the 
Estero fuver with Rocky Bay, upsrieam of the 
mouth of the river, which is east of a line that runs 
between 26°25'52" N. Latitude, 81°50'29" W. 
Longitude on the north side of the river mouth to 
26°25'51" N. Latitude, 81°50'28" W. Longitude on 
the south side of the river mouth . 

(d) All of Hendry Creek in Lee County and its 
tributaries, upstream of the mouth of the river, 
which is north of a line that runs between Dixon 
Point at 26°27'27" N. Latitude, 8 l 0 50'29" W. 
Longitude on the west side of the river mouth and 
the northernmost edge of the mouth of Mullock 
Creek at 26°27'39" N. Latitude, 81°52'06" W 
Longitude on the east side of the river mouth. 

(e) All of the Mayakka River in Charlotte and 
Sarasota Counties and its tributaries north and west 
of State Road 776 at El Jobean. 

(f) All of the Alafia River in Hillsborough 
County and its tributaries east of U.S . Highway 41 
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at Gibsonton. 
(g) All of the Hillsborou~h River in 

Hillsbornugh Counry and its tributanes north of the 
Platt Street Bridge in Tampa. 

(3) J. N. "Ding" Darling National Wildlife 
Refuge/Sanibel Conservation Zone - Within the 
following described area in proximity to Sanibel 
Island in Lee County, no person shaJl harvest or 
anempt to harvest any marine species from any 
vessel to which is attached or whlch contains a 
simultaneously operating internaJ combustion 
engine. 

Beginning at the mean high water line at a 
point due nonh from the intersection of 
Dixie Beach Boulevard and Woodring 
Road, and proceeding north (waterward) 
300 feet; thence generally westerly at a se1 
distance of 300 feet offset from the 
irregular contours of the mangrove shoreline 
and continuing 300 feet waterward of the 
Wulfert Keys to the center line of Blind 
Pass; thence southwest to the Gulf of 
Mexico at a point 300 feet waterward of the 
center of Blind Pass; thence southeast to the 
southeastern extent of the mouth of Clam 
Bayou Pass, and including all watenvays, 
bays, creeks, and bayous landward of the 

boundary line. 
( 4) Blmci Pass Sea<;onal Closure to Net Fishing 

- Within the following described area. during the 
penod beginning on November l of each year and 
cont..inumg through January 31 of the following 
year. no person shall fish \Vith. set, or place in the 
water any cast net. 

Beginning at the northern side of the mouth 
of Dinken Bayou (also known as Jenkins 
Bayou) on Sanibel Island and proceeding 
southwes1erly to the south side of the 
mouth of Roosevelt Channel on Captiva 
Island; thence following the shoreline of 
Captiva. Island southwesterly to the 
conjunction of Captiva Island wjth the 
Colregs Demarcation Line on the northwest 
side of the mouth of Blind Pass on the Gulf 
of Mexico; thence following the Colregs 
Demarcation Line to the southeast side of 
the mouth of Blind Pass on Sanibel Island; 
thence northeasterly to the southern side of 
the mouth of Dinken Bayou; thence 
continuously along the interior shoreline of 
Din.ken Bayou to the point of beginning. 

Specific Aurhoriry 370.027(2} FS. Law lmplemen1ed 
370.025, 370.027 FS. HlSlory-New 9-1-93, Amended 
9-30-96. 

[NEXT PAGE IS p. 293] 
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at Gibsonton . 
(g) All of the Hillsborou!!h River in 

Hillsborough County and its tributanes north of the 
Platt Street Bridge in Tamp::i.. 

(3) J. N. "Ding" Darling National Wildlife 
Refuge/Sanibel Conservauon Zone - Within the 
following described area in proximity to Sanibel 
Island in Lee County, no person shall harvest or 
anempt to harvest any marine species from any 
vessel to wruch is attached or wruch contains a 
simultaneously operating internal combustion 
engine. 

Beginning at the mean high water line at a 
point due nonh from the intersecLion of 
Dix.le Beach Boulevard and Woodring 
Road, and proceeding north (waterward) 
300 feet; thence generally westerly at a ser 
distance of 300 feet offset from the 
irregular contours of the mangrove shoreline 
and continuing 300 feet waterward of the 
\Vulf en Keys to the cemer line of Blind 
Pass; thence southwest to the Gulf of 
Mexico at a point 300 feet waterward of the 
center of Blind Pass; thence southeast to the 
southeastern extent of the mouth of Clam 
Bayou Pass, and including all watern·ays, 
bays, creeks, and bayous landward of the 

boundary line. 
(4) Blind Pass Sea.<;onal Closure to Net Fishing 

- Warun the following des:ribed area. during the 
period beginning on November 1 of each year and 
continuing throu~h January 31 of the following 
year, no person shall fish with. set, or place in the 
water any cast net. 

Beginning at the northern side of the mouth 
of Dinken Bayou (also known as Jenkins 
Bayou) on Sanibel Island and proceeding 
southwesterly to the somh side of the 
mouth of Roosevelt Channel on Captiva 
Island: thence following the shoreline of 
Captiva Island southwesterly to the 
conjunction of Captiva Island with the 
Colregs Demarcation Line on the northwest 
side of the mouth of Biind Pass on the Gulf 
of 1'.1exico; thence following the Colregs 
Demarcation Line to the southeast side of 
the mouth of Blind Pass on Sanibel Island; 
thence northeasterly to the southern side of 
the mouth of Dinken Bayou; thence 
continuously aiong the interior shoreline of 
Diru~en Bayou to the point of beginning. 

Specific Aurhomy 370.027(2) FS. Law Jmplemen1ed 
370.025, 370.027 FS. His1ory-New 9-1-93, Amended 
9-30-96. 
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CHAPTER 46-23 
SPANISH MACKEREL 

Purpose, Intent and Repeal of 
Other Laws; Designation as 
Restricted Species. 

Definitions. 
Gear Specifications and Prohibited 

Gear. 
Commercial Fishing Season for 

Spanish Mackerel; Commercial 
Vessel Limits. 

Recreational Bag Limit for 
Spanish Mackerel. 

Other Prohibitions. 

ANNOTATIONS 

Constitutionality 
U.S. Districr Court concluded rhar Chapter 46-23, 

Florida Ad.minisrrazive Cotk, violates rhe Equal Pro1ection 
Clnuse of the United Stares Constitution insofar as it 
restricts Flnrida commercial fishermen from fishing in 
federal wara.s. Court also concluded that said rule 
chapter violares rhe Commerce Clause of the Vnired Szares 
Consriturion insofar as it interferes with the commerce 
between Srare.s. Furthermore, Court concluded thar 
provisions of Chapter 46-23, F .A.C. which limir 
commercial mackerel fishing where federal regulations 
allow it were pre-empted by 50 C.F.R. Parr 642 .2J(c). 
Accordingly, Court issued permanent injuncrion against 
the enforcement of subjecr rule chapter. Southeastern 
Fisheries Associazion. inc. v. Marcinez, 772 F. Supp. 1263 
(S.D. Fla. 1991). 

46-23,001 Purpose, Intent and Repeal of 
Other Laws; Designation as Restricted Species. 

(1) The purpose and intent of this chapter 
are to protect, manage, conserve and replenish 
Florida's Spanish mackerel resource, species 
Scomberomorus maculatus. Accordingly. this 
chapter is intended to repeal section 370.08(7), 
Florida Statutes. 

(2) If any provision of this chapter is held to be 
an invalid exercise of delegated legislative 
authority, it is the intent of the Commission that 
the invalidity not affect other provisions of the 
chapter which can be given effect without the 
invalid provision, and to this end, the provisions of 
this chapter are declared to be severable. 

(3) Spanish mackerel are hereby designated as a 
restricted species pursuant to section 370.0 l (20), 
Florida Statutes. 
Specific Awhoriry 370.01(20). 370.027(2) FS. , Chapter 
83-134, Laws of Florida, as amerui.t!d by Chapter 84--121. 
Laws of Florida. Law Implemented 370.01 (20) , 370.025, 
370.027 FS., secrions 7 and 9 of Chapter 83-134. Laws of 
Florida, as amended by Chap1er 84--121 , Laws of Florida . 
His1ory-New Jl-28-85, Amended )0-30-86. 12-10-87, 
10-1-88 . .J0-19-89, 9-30-96. 

4<>-23.002 Definitions. 
( 1) "Chaner vessel" means a boat or vessel , 

including what is commonly known as a 
"headl::>oat", whose captain or operator is licensed 
by the U.S. Coast Guard to carry passengers and 
whose passengers fish for a fee. The "crew" of a 
charter vessel means those individuals who receive 
monetary or other compensation from the vessel 
owner, captain, or operator or from the passengers 

who are engaged in fishing from the vessel as 
anglers. 

(2) "Commercial harvest," "' harvest for 
commercial purposes. " or words of similar import, 
when used in connection with the harvest of 
Spanish mackerel, means the taking or harvesting 
of any Spanish mackerel for purposes of sale or 
with intent to sell. Spanish mackerel harvested 
from state waters in excess of the recreational bag 
limit shall constitute harvest for commercial 
purposes. 

(3) ''Commission" means the Florida Marine 
Fisheries Commission. 

(4) "East Coast Region" means state waters 
along the east coast of Florida north of the 
Dade-Monroe County line in the Atlantic Ocean. 

(5) "Harvest" means the catching or taking of a 
fish by any means whatsoever, followed by a 
reduction of such fish to possession. Fish that are 
caught but immediately returned to the water free, 
alive and unharmed are not harvested. 

(6) "Land", when used in connection with the 
harvest of a fish, means the physical act of 
bringing the harvested fish ashore. 

(7) " Person' ' means any natural person, furn , 
entity or corporation. 

(8) "Recreational harvester" means a person 
harvesting Spanish mackerel for other than 
commercial purposes. 

(9) ''Spanish mackerel" means any fish of the 
species Scomberomorus maculatus , or any part 
thereof. 

( 10) ••Vessel" means and includes every 
description of water craft used or capable of being 
used as a means of transportation on water, 
including nondisplacement craft and any aircraft 
designed to maneuver on water. 

(11) " West Coast Region " means state waters 
of the Atlantic Ocean south and west of the 
Dade-Monroe County line in the Atlantic Ocean 
and all state waters of the Gulf of Mexico. 
Specific Authoriry 370.027(2) FS. Law Jmplenunu:d 
370.025 , 370.027 FS. His1ory-New Jl-28-85, Arru:nded 
10-30-86, 10-1-88. } 0-1-90. 11-29-93 , 9-30-96. 

46-23.003 Gear Specifications and Prohibited 
Gear. The harvest or attempted harvest of any 
Spanish mackerel by or with the use of any gear 
other than a beach or haul seine, a cast net, or 
hook and line gear is prohibited. 
Specific Aurhonry 370.027(2) FS., Law Implemented 
370.025, 370.027 FS. His1ory- -New l 1-28-85, Amended 
J0-30-86 . 12 -10-87. 10-1-88, 2-16-93 , 11 -29-93. 9-30-96. 

46~23.004 Commercial Fishing Season for 
Spanish Mackerel ; Commercial Vessel Limits. 

( 1) East Coast Region. 
(a) Persons harvesting Spanish mackerel for 

commercial purposes from waters of the East Coast 
Region shall have a season that begins on the 
regional season opening date of April 1 of each 
year and continues through March 31 of the 
following year. These persons shall be subject to 
the following commercial vessel limits: 

1. Except as provided in .subparagraph 2. of this 
subsection. no person harvesting Spanish mackerel 
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for commercial purposes shall harvest or land from 
a single vessel in any one day more than 1.500 
pounds of Spanish mackerel. During this period, 
the possession of more than 1.500 pounds of 
Spanish mackerel aboard a single vessel in or on 
state waters at any time, is prohibited. 

2. Beginning November 1 of each year the 
unlimited harvest of Spanish mackerel per vessel 
per day is allowed on Mondays, Wednesdays, and 
Fridays, until the date the unlimited harvest of 
Spanish mackerel in adjacent federal Exclusive 
Economic Zone (EEZ) waters is closed. From that 
date, un ti! the end of the season (March 31), no 
person shall harvest, possess while in or on the 
waters of the state, or land from a single vessel in 
any one day within this region, more than 1500 
pounds of Spanish mackerel. 

(b) For purposes of this subsection: 
1. A "day" starts at 6:00 a.m., local time, and 

extends for 24 hours. For example, Monday starts 
at 6:00 a.m. on Monday and extends until 6:00 
a.m. on Tuesday. A person aboard a vessel 
terminating a nip prior to 6:00 a.m., but who 
possesses Spanish mackerel aboard the vessel after 
that time shall not be considered to possess 
Spanish mackerel in excess of the daily limits 
provided the vessel is not underway after 6:00 a.m. 
and such Spanish mackerel are unloaded prior to 
6:00 p.m. following termination of the nip. 

2. Tran sf er of Spanish mackerel harvested for 
commercial purposes between vessels within this 
region is prohibited. 

(2) West Coast Regjon. Persons harvesting 
Spanish mackerel for commercial purposes from 
waters of the West Coast Region shall have a 
season that begins on the regional season opening 
date of April 1 of each year and continues through 
March 31 of the following year. If at any time 
during the season, adjacent federal Exclusive 
Economic Zone (EEZ) waters are closed to 
commercial harvest of Spanish mackerel, a limit of 
500 pounds per vessel per day shall apply for the 
remainder of the season. During this period, no 
person shall harvest from sta.te waters or land from 
a single vessel in any one day within this region 
more than 500 pounds of Spanish mackerel. 

(3) Notice . of the closure of each season 
segment described in paragraph (1 )(a) or subsection 
(2) of this rule shall be given by the Secretary of 
the Department of Environmental Protection in the 
manner provided in s. 120.52( 16)(d), Florida 
Statutes. 

(4) For purposes of subsection (2) of this rule, 
the total regional commercial harvest of Spanish 
mackerel during a pa.rticular commercial fishing 
season shall consist of those Spanish mackerel 
harvested for commercial purposes by all fonns of 
gear from the waters of the West Coast Region and 
the Exclusive Economic Zone of the United States 
(EEZ) contiguous to such waters. based on 
projections from official statistics collected and 
maintained by the Florida Deparunent of 
Environmenta.J Protection (DEP) pursuant to 
Florida's Marine Fisheries lnfonnaoon System. 
Chapter l 6R-5, F.A.C., and the National Marine 

Fisheries Service (NMFS). The count shall be 
conducted by the Fishery Statistics Section of the 
Deparunent of Environmental Protection, Division 
of Marine Resources, and shall commence with 
Spanish mackerel commercially harvested on and 
after the regional season opening date of each year 
and continue until the regional season closing date 
of the following year. 

(5) Nothing in this section shall be construed to 

permit the harvest of Spanish mackerel from any 
area, during any time 1 or utilizing any form of gear 
where same is otherwise prohibited by law. 
Spec~fzc Authoriry 120.52(16)(d), 370.027(2) FS. Law 
lmpiemen1ed 370.025 , 370.027 FS. Histor;L-/Vew 
10-30-86. Amended 12-JO-ff7, 10-1-88, Jl-1-89, 10-1-90, 
11-26-92. 1 J -29-93, 9-30-96, 12-2-96. 

46-23.005 Recreational Bag Limit for Spanish 
Mackerel. 

(1) No recreational harvester shall harvest more 
than 10 Spanish mackerel per day from waters of 
the state. 

(2)(a) No recreational harvester shall possess, 
while in or on the waters of the sta.te or on any 
dock, pier, bridge, beach, or other fishing site 
adjacent to such waters, more than 10 Spanish 
mackerel, whether hurvested from sta.te waters or 
from adjacent federal waters. 

(b) The captain or crew of a chaner vessel may 
each temporarily possess more than the applicable 
possession limit for Spanish mackerel, once the 
vessel is docked, for the limited purposes of 
transporting, cleaning. or storing fish for 
customers, so long as the fish are segregated in 
bags or other containers by customer and the 
customer has given written authorization to the 
captain to temporarily possess the fish for such 
limited purposes . The authorization shall remain 
attached to tqe bag or container containing the fish 
until they are returned to the customer. 

(3) No recreational harvester, while on any 
vessel in sta.te waters, shall transfer any Spanish 
mackerel to any other vessel. 
Specific Aurhoriry 370.027(2) FS. Law lmplemmred 
370.025, 370.027 FS. Hisrory-New 10-30-86, A~nded 
12-10-ff7, 10-1-88, 10-1-90. J/-26-92, 2-14-94. 

46-23.006 Other Prohibitions. 
(I) It is unlawful for any ~rson to possess, 

transport, buy, sell, exchange or. auempt 10 buyt 
sell or exchange any Spanish mackerel harvested in 
violation of this chapter. 

(2) The prohibitions of this chapter apply as 
well 10 any and all persons operating a vessel in 
state waters, who shall be deemed to have violated 
any prohibition which has been violated by another 
person aboard such vessel. 

(3) All Spanish mackerel harvested from Florida 
waters shall be landed in a whole condition. The 
possession, while on state waters, of Spanish 
mackerel that have been deheaded, sliced, divided, 
filleted, ground, skinned, scaled or deboned is 
prohibited. Mere evisceration or "gutting" of 
Spanish mackerel, or mere removal of gills from 
Spanish mackerel, before landing is not prohibited . 
Specific Autfwriry 370.027 FS., Chap1cr 83-134, Laws of 
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for commercial purposes shall harvest or land from 
a single vessel in any one day more than 1.500 
pounds of Spanish mackerel. During this period, 
the possession of more than 1.500 pounds of 
Spanish mackerel aboard a single vessel in or on 
state waters at any time, is prohibited. 

2. Beginning November I of each year the 
unlimited harvest of Spanish mackerel per vessel 
per day is allowed on Mondays. Wednesdays, and 
Fridays, until the date the unlimited harvest of 
Spanish mackerel in adjacent federal Exclusive 
Economic Zone (EEZ) waters is closed. From that 
date, until the end of the season (March 31 ), no 
person shall harvest, possess while in or on the 
waters of the state, or land from a single vessel in 
any one day within this region, more than 1500 
pounds of Spanish mackerel. 

(b) For purposes of this subsection: 
1. A "day'' starts at 6:00 a.m .. local time, and 

extends for 24 hours. For example, Monday staru 
at 6:00 a.m. on Monday and extends until 6:00 
a.m . on Tuesday. A person aboard a vessel 
terminating a nip prior to 6:00 a.m.. but who 
possesses Spanish mackerel aboard the vessel after 
that time shall not be considered to possess 
Spanish mackerel in excess of the daily limits 
provided the vessel is not underway after 6:00 a.m. 
and such Spanish mackerel are unloaded prior to 
6:00 p.m. following termination of the trip. 

2. Transfer of Spanish mackerel harvested for 
commercial purposes between vessels within this 
region is prohibited. 

(2) West Coast Region. Persons harvesting 
Spanish mackerel for commercial purposes from 
waters of the West Coast Region shall have a 
season that begins on the regional season opening 
date of April 1 of each year and continues through 
March 31 of the following year. If at any time 
during the season, adjacent federal Exclusive 
Economic Zone (EEZ) waters are closed to 
commercial harvest of Spanish mackerel, a limit of 
500 pounds per vessel per day shall apply for the 
remainder of the season. During this period, no 
person shall harvest from state waters or land from 
a single vessel in any ·one day within this region 
more than 500 pounds of Spanish mackerel. 

(3) Notice . of the closure of each season 
segment described in paragraph (1 )(a) or subsection 
(2) of this rule shall be given by the Secretary of 
the Deparunent of Environmental Protection in the 
manner provided in s. 120.52(16)(d), Florida 
Statutes. 

(4) For purposes of subsection (2) of this rule, 
the total regional commercial harvest of Spanish 
mackerel during a panicular commercial fishing 
season shall consist of those Spanish mackerel 
harvested for commercial purposes by all forms of 
gear from the waters of the West Coast Region and 
the Exclusive Economic Zone of the United States 
(EEZ) contiguous to such waters. based on 
projections from official statistics collected and 
maintained by the Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection (DEP) pursuant to 
Florida 's Marine Fisheries lnformation System, 
Chapter l 6R-5, F.A.C., and the National Marine 

Fisheries Service (NMFS). The count shall be 
conducted by the Fishery Statistics Section of the 
Depanment of Environmental Protection, Division 
of Marine Resources, and shall commence with 
Spanish mackerel commercially harvested on and 
after the regional season opening date of each year 
and continue until the regional season closing date 
of the following year. 

(5) Nothing in this section shall be consrrued to 
permit the harvest of Spanish mackerel from any 
area, during any time, or utilizing any form of gear 
where same is otherwise prohibited by law. 
Specific Aurhoriry 120.52(16)(d), 370.027(2) FS. Law 
Jmplemen1ed 370.025, 370.027 FS. Hisrory-N~ 

10-30-86, Amended 12-/0-87, 10-1-88, JJ -1-89, 10-1-90, 
JJ-26-92. 11-29-93. 9-30-96, 12-2-96. 

46-23.005 Recreational Bag Limit for Spanish 
Mackerel. 

(I) No recreational harvester shall harvest more 
than lO Spanish mackerel per day from waters of 
the State. 

(2)(a) No recreational harvester shall possess, 
while in or on the waters of the state or on any 
dock, pier, bridge, beach, or other fishing site 
adjacent to such waters, more than 10 Spanish 
mackerel, whether hwvested from state waters or 
from adjacent federal waters. 

(b) The captain or crew of a charter vessel may 
each temporarily possess more than the applicable 
possession limit for Spanish mackerel. once the 
vessel is docked, for the limited purposes of 
transporting, cleaning. or storing fish for 
customers. so long as the fish are segregated in 
bags or other containers by customer and the 
customer has given wrinen authorization tO the 
captain to temporarily possess the fish for such 
limited purposes. The authorization shall remain 
attached to ll'.e bag or container containing the fish 
until they are returned to the customer. 

(3) No recreational harvester, while on any 
vessel in state waters, shall transfer any Spanish 
mackerel to any other vessel. 
Specific Aurhoriry 370.027(2) FS. Law lmplemrnred 
370.025, 370.027 FS. History-New J0-30-86, Amt!nded 
/2-10-87, 10-1-88. 10-1-90, 11-26-92, 2-14-94. 

46-23.006 Other Prohibitions. 
(l) It is unlawful for any ~rson to possess, 

transport, buy. sell, exchange or. anempt to buy, 
sell or exchange any Spanish mackerel harvested in 
violation of this chapter. 

(2) The prohibitions of this chapter apply as 
well to any and all persons operating a vessel in 
state waters, who shall be deemed to have violated 
any prohibition which has been violated by another 
person aboard such vessel. 

(3) All Spanish mackerel harvested from Florida 
waters shall be landed in a whole condition. The 
possession, while on state waters, of Spanish 
mackerel that have been deheaded, sliced, divided. 
filleted, ground, skinned, scaled or deboned is 
prohibited. Mere evisceration or .. gutting" of 
Spanish mackerel, or mere removal of giJls from 
Spanish mackerel , before landing is not prohibited. 
Specific Authnrirv 370.027 FS .. Chanter 83-134. Law.~ nf 
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SLIPPER LOBSTER 

46-24.001 
46-24.002 
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46-24.0045 
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46-24.0055 
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46-24.0065 
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46-24.008 
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Purpose and Intent 
Definitions. 
Minimum Size Limits. 
Bag Limit. 
Importation of Spiny Lobster 
During Open Season; 
Documentation Requirements. 

Seasons. 
Exportation During Closed Season 

By Mariculture Operations; 
Conditions. (RepeaJed) 

Gear: Traps, Buoys~ Identification 
Requirements, Prohibited 
Devices. 

Special Provisions for John 
Pennekamp Coral Reef State 
Park in Monroe County: Closure 
During Two-day Sport Season; 
Closure of Coral Formation 
Protection Zones. 

Other Prohibitions. 
Slipper Lobster, Prohibitions 

Relating to Eggbearing Slipper 
Lobster. 

Trap Reduction Schedule. 

46-24.001 Purpose and Intent. 
( 1) The primary purpose and intent of this 

chapter are to protect and conserve Florida's spiny 
lobster resources, assure the continuing health and 
abundance of those resources, and to provide for 
optimum sustained benefits and use from the 
resources for all the people of the state. 

(2) It is the intent of this chapter to repeal and 
replace Chapter 29299, SpeciaJ Acts of Florida, 
1953, a special act relating to gear authorized to be 
used in the waters of Monroe County. 

(3) It is aJso the intent of this chapter to prohibit 
the molestation of eggbearing slipper lobster. 

( 4) Spiny lobster is designated as a restricted 
species pursuant to Section 370.01 (20), Florida 
Statutes. 

(5) It is the goal of the Commission to 
substantially reduce the monality of undersize 
spiny lobster in the fishery, by reducing the 
number of traps used in the fishery to the lowest 
number which will maintain or increase overall 
catch levels, promote econorruc efficiency in the 
fishery, and conserve natural resources. 
Specific Auchoriry 370.01(20), 370.027(2), 370.142(3) FS., 
J . 8 of Chaprt:r 83-134, Laws of Florida, as amuu:i.ed by 
s. 2 of Chapter 84-121 and s. 1 of Chapter 85-163, Laws 
of Florida. Law lmpkmen1ed 370.01(20), 370.025, 
370.027, 370.142 FS., s. 8 of Chapter 83-134, Laws of 
Floricla, as Cll7U:ndt:d bys. 2 of Chaprer 84-121 an.cl s. 1 of 
Chapter 85-163. Laws of Florida. Hisrory-New 7-2-87, 
Amerukd 7-2 -90, 3-1-92, 6-1-94, 10-4-95. 

46-24.002 Definitions. As used in this rule 
chapter: 

(1) "Bully net" means a circular frame attached 
at right angles to the end of a pole and supporting 
a conicaJ bag of webbing. The webbing is usually 

held up by means of a cord which is released 
when the net is dropped over a lobstc:r. 

(2) "Commercial harvester" means a pc:rson 
who holds a valid crawfish license or trap number, 
lobster trap cenificates if rraps are used to harvest 
spiny lobster, and a valid saltwater products license 
issued by the Department of Environmental 
Protection. Beginning August 1, 1994, 
··commerciaJ harvester" shall mean a person who 
holds a valid crawfish license or trap number, 
lobster trap certificates if traps are used to harvest 
spiny lobster, and a valid saltwater products license 
with a resrricted species endorsement issued by the 
Deparnnent of Environmental Protection. 

(3) .. Diving" means swimming at or below the 
surface of the water. 

( 4) "Harvest" means the catching or taking of 
spiny lobster by any means whatsoever, followed 
by a reduction of such spiny lobster to possession. 
Spiny lobster that are caught but immediately 
returned to the water free, aJive and unharmed are 
not harvested. In addition, temporary possession of 
a spiny lobster for the purpose of measuring it to 
determine compliance with the minimum size 
requirements of this chapter shall not constirute 
harvesting such lobster, provided that it is 
measured immediately after taking, and 
immediately rerumed to the water free, alive and 
unharmed if undersized. 

(5) "Hoop net" means a frame, circular or 
otherwise, supporting a shaJlow bag of webbing 
and suspended by a line and bridles. The net is 
baited and lowered to the ocean bottom, to be 
raised rapidly at a later time to prevent the escape 
of lobster. 

(6) "Land," when used in cormection with the 
harvest of a spiny lobster, means the physical act 
of bringing the harvested lobster ashore. 

(7) "Lobster trap cenificates" mean those 
cenificates allotted by the Depamnent of 
Environmental Protection pursuant to Section 
370.142(2), Florida Statutes. 

(8) "Person'' means any natural person, firm, 
entity, or corporation. 

(9) "Recreational harvester" means any person 
other than a commerciaJ harvester. 

(l 0) .. Slipper lobster," aJso known as Spanish, 
sand, shovelnose, and bulldozer lobster, means any 
crustacean of the species Scyllarides n.odifer, or 
any part thereof. 

(11) ··spiny lobster" or "crawfish'' means any 
crustacean of the species Panulirus argus, or any 
part thereof. 

(12) .. Untreated pine" means raw pine wood 
that has not been treated with any preservative or 
pine wood that has been pressure treated with no 
more than 0.40 pounds of chromated copper 
arsenate (CCA) compounds per cubic foot of 
wood. 
Specific Authority 370.027(2) FS. Law lmple~nred 

370.025, 370.027 FS. History-New 7-2-87, Amen.ded 
7-2-90. 3-1-92' 6-1-94. 10-4-95. 

46-24.003 Minimum Size Limits. 
(I) No person shall harvest or possess any spiny 

lobster with a carapace measurement of 3 inches or 
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less or, if the ta.ii is separated from the body, a tail 
measurement less than S 1h inches not including any 
protruding muscle tissue, except as may be 
provided in subsection (3) of this rule. 

(2) The carapace (head, body. or front section) 
measurement shall be determined by beginning at 
the anteriormost edge (front) of the groove 
between the horns directly above the eyes, then 
proceeding along the middorsal line (middle of the 
back) to the rear edge of the top pan of the 
carapace, excluding any translucent membrane. The 
tail (segmented portion) shall be measured 
lengthwise along the top middorsal line (middle of 
the back) of the entire ta.ii until the rearmost 
extremiry is reached; provided, the tail 
measurement shall be conducted with the tail in a 
flat straight position with the tip of the tail closed. 

(3) The holder of a valid crawfish license or 
trap number, lobster trap certificates, and a valid 
saltwater products license issued by the Deparnnent 
of Environmental Protection may harvest and 
possess, while on the water, undersized spiny 
lobster not exceeding 50 per boat or 1 per trap 
aboard each boat, whichever is greater, if used 
exclusively for luring, decoying, or otherwise 
attracting noncaptive spiny lobster into traps. Such 
undersized spiny lobster shall be kept alive, while 
in possession, in a shaded continuously circulating 
live well with pump capacity to tat.ally replace the 
water at least every 8 minutes and large enough to 
provide at least 3/~ gallon of seawater per lobster. 
All undersized lobster so maintained shall be 
released to the water alive and unhanned 
immediately upon leaving the trap lines and prior 
to 1 hour after official sunset. 

( 4) Spiny lobster harvested in Florida waters 
shall remain in a whole condition at all times while 
on or below the waters of the stare and the practice 
of wringing or separating the tail (segmented 
portion) from the body (carapace and head) section 
is prohibited on state waters. Possession of spiny 
lobster tails that have been wrung or separated, on 
or below the waters of the state, is prohibited, 
unless the spiny lobster are being imported 
pursuant to Rule 46-24.0045 or were harvested 
outside the waters of the state and the wringing or 
separation was pursuant to a federal permit 
allowing such wringing or separation. ln the laner 
case, the federal permit shall be present and 
accompany any wrung or separated spiny lobster 
tails while possessed on or below the waters of the 
State. 

(5) No person shall harvest or an.empt to harvest 
spiny lobster by diving unless he possesses, while 
in the water, a measuring device capable of being 
used to perf om1 the carapace measurement 
described in subsection (2). Each measurement 
perf orrned by such a person shall occur in the 
water. 
Spec~fic Aurhorit)' 370.027(2) FS. J.,a..,.. lmplemenred 
370.025, 370.027 FS. History-New 7-2-87, Amended 
7-2-90, 3-1-92, 6-1-94, 

46-24.004 Bag Limit. 
(1) Except as provided in subsections (2), (3). 

and (4), the harvest from state waters, or 

possession while on or below such water, of more 
than 6 spiny lobster per recreational harvester per 
day or 24 spiny lobster per boat, whichever is 
greater, is prohibited. 

(2)(a) Except in Monroe County, during the first 
day of the two-day sport season specified in Rule 
46-24.005, no recreational harvester shall harvest 
more than 12 spiny lobster, or possess more than 
12 spiny lobster, whether on or off the waters of 
the state. During the second day of the rwo-day 
sport season, no recreational harvester shall harvest 
or possess while in or on sta.te waters more than 
12 spiny lobster, or possess more than 24 spiny 
lobster once such harvester has landed and 
departed the state waters. 

(b) ln Monroe County, during ·the first day of 
the two-day sport season specified in Rule 
46-24.005, no recreational harvester shall harvest 
more than 6 spiny lobster, or possess more than 6 
spiny lobster, whether on or off the waters of the 
state. During the second day of the two-day sport 
season, no recreational harvester shall harvest or 
possess while in or on the waters of Monroe 
County more than 6 spiny lobster, or possess more 
than 12 spiny lobster in said county once such 
harvester has landed and departed the Monroe 
Counry waters. Pursuant to Rule 46-24.0065, John 

. Pennekarnp Coral Reef State Park in Monroe 
County is closed to spiny lobster harvest during the 
two-day sport season. 

(3) Special Recreational Crawfish (Spiny 
Lobster) Bag Limit - No person who possesses a 
valid special recreational crawfish license issued by 
the Department of Environmental Protection 
pursuant to Section 370.063, Florida Sta.rut.es, shall 
harvest in any one day during the regular season 
specified in Rule 46-24.005( 1 ), m.ore than 50 spiny 
lobster, provided, however, when rwo or more such 
harvesters are aboard a single ve§sel in or on sta.t.e 
waters, no more than 50 spiny lobster shall be 
possessed aboard such vessel, irrespective of the 
number of regular recreational harvesters also 
aboard. 

( 4) No person shall harvest or possess, while on 
or below the water, more spiny lobster than the 
limit established in subsection ( 1 ), unless such 
person: 

(a) Is engaged in the lawful imponation of spiny 
lobster pursuant to Rule 46-24.0045; 

(b) Possesses a current valid crawfish license or 
trap number issued by the Department of 
Environmental Protect.ion pursuant to Section 
370. l 4{2)(a), Florida Statutes, and a cWTent valid 
saltwater products license with a restricted species 
endorsement; or 

(c) Possesses a current valid special recreational 
crav.rfish license issued by the Department of 
Environmental Proteccion pursuant LO Section 
370.063 , Florida Statutes. 
Spec~(ic Aurhoriry 370.027(2) FS. Law lmp/emenred 
370.025, 370.027 FS. Hiswry-New 7-2-87, Amended 
7-2 -90, 7-1-92' 6-1-94, J0-4-95. 

46-24.0045 Importation of Spiny Lobster 
During Open Season; Document.Btion 
Requirements. Durinr. the onen season snecifit"rl 
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less or, if the tail is separated from the body, a ta.ii 
measurement less than 5 1h inches not including any 
protruding muscle tissue, except as may be 
provided in subsection (3) of this rule. 

(2) The carapace (head, body, or front section) 
measurement shall be determined by beginning at 
the anterionnost edge (front) of the groove 
between the horns directJy above the eyes, then 
proceeding along the middorsal line (middle of the 
back) to the rear edge of the top part of the 
carapace, excluding any translucent membrane. The 
tail (segmented portion) shall be measured 
lengthwise along the top rniddorsal line (middle of 
the back) of the entire tail until the reannost 
extremity is reached; provided, the tail 
measurement shall be conducted with the tail in a 
flat straight position with the tip of the tail closed. 

(3) The holder of a valid crawfish license or 
trap number, lobster trap cenificates, and a valid 
saltwater products license issued by the Department 
of Environmental Protection may harvest and 
possess, while on the water, undersized spiny 
lobster not exceeding 50 per boat or 1 per trap 
aboard each boat, whichever is greater, if used 
exclusively for luring, decoying, or otherwise 
attracting noncaptive spiny lobster into traps. Such 
undersized spiny lobster shall be kept alive, while 
in possession, in a shaded continuously circulating 
live well with pump capacity to totally replace the 
water at least every 8 minutes and large enough to 

provide at least 3/A gallon of seawater per lobster. 
All undersized lobster so maintained shall be 
released to the water alive and unhanned 
immediately upon leaving the trap lines and prior 
to 1 hour after official sunset. 

( 4) Spiny lobster harvested in Florida waters 
shall remain in a whole condition at all times while 
on or below the waters of the state and the practice 
of wringing or separating the tail (segmented 
portion) from the body (carapace and head) section 
is prohibited on state waters. Possession of spiny 
lobster tails that have been wrung or separated, on 
or below the waters of the state, is prohibited, 
unless the spiny lobster are being imported 
pursuant to Rule 46-24.0045 or were harvested 
outside the waters of the state and the wringing or 
separation was pursuant to a federal permit 
allowing such wringing or separation. 1n the laner 
case, the federal permit shall be present and 
accompany any wrung or separated spiny lobster 
tails while possessed on or oclow the waters of L'1c 
state. 

(5) No person shall harvest or attempt to harvest 
spiny lobster by ruving unless he possesses, while 
in the water, 2. measuring device capable of being 
used to pe:iom1 the carapace measurement 
described in subsection (2). Each measurement 
performed by such a person shall occur in the 
water. 
Spec~fic Aurhoriry 370.027(2) FS. Law Implemented 
370.025. 370.027 FS. History-New 7-2-87, Amended 
7-2-90, 3-1-92. 6-1-94. 

46-24.004 Bag Limit. 
(l) Except as provided in subsections (2), (3), 

and (4), the harvest from state waters. or 

possession while on or below such water, of more 
than 6 spiny lobster per recreational harvester per 
day or 24 spiny lobster per boat, whichever is 
greater, is prohibited. 

(2)(a) Except in Monroe Counry, during the first 
day of the two-day sport season specified in Rule 
46-24.005, no recreational harvester shall harvest 
more than 12 spiny lobster, or possess more than 
12 spiny lobster, whether on or off the waters of 
the state. During the second day of the two-day 
spon season, no recreational harvester shall harvest 
or possess while in or on state waters more than 
12 spiny lobster, or possess more than 24 spiny 
lobster once such harvester has landed and 
departed the state waters. 

(b) ln Monroe County, during the first day of 
the two-day sport season specified in Rule 
46-24.005, no recreational harvester shall harvest 
more than 6 spiny lobster, or possess more than 6 
spiny lobster, whether on or off the waters of the 
state. During the second day of the two-day sport 
season, no recreational harvester shall harvest or 
possess while in or on the waters of Monroe 
County more than 6 spiny lobster, or possess more 
than 12 spiny lobster in said county once such 
harvester has landed and departed the Monroe 
County waters. Pursuant to Rule 46-24.0065, John 

. Pennekamp Coral Reef State Park in Monroe 
County is closed to spiny lobster harvest during the 
two-day span season. 

(3) Special Recreational Crawfish (Spiny 
Lobster) Bag Limit - No person who possesses a 
valid special recreational crawfish license issued by 
the Department of Environmental Protection 
pursuant to Section 370.063, Florida Statutes, shall 
harvest in any one day during the regular season 
specified in Rule 46-24.005( 1 ), m.ore than 50 spiny 
lobster, provided, however, when rwo or more such 
harvesters are aboard a single vessel in or on state 
waters, no more than 50 spiny lobster shall be 
possessed aboard such vessel, irrespective of the 
number of regular recreational harvesters also 
aboard. 

( 4) No person shall harvest or possess, while on 
or below the water, more spiny lobster than the 
limit established in subsection (1), unless such 
person: 

(a) Is engaged in the lawful importation of spiny 
lobster pursuant to Rule 46-24.0045; 

(b) Possesses a current valid crawfish license or 
trap number issued by t.he Depa.runem of 
Environmental Protection pursuant to Section 
370. l 4{2)(a), Florida Starutes, and a currem valid 
salrwater products license with a restricted species 
endorsemen~ or 

(c) Possesses a current valid special recreational 
crav.rfish license issued by the Department of 
Environment.al Protection pursuant to Section 
370.053, Florida Statutes. 
Specific Aurhoriry 370.027(2) FS. Law Implemented 
370.025, 370.027 FS. History-A'ew 7-2 -87, Amended 
7-2-90, 1-1-92. 6-1-94. 10-4-95. 

46-24.0045 Importation of 
During Open Season; 
ReauiremenL<;. D11rinP thf' nr>Pn 

Spin_y Lobster 
Document1ltion 
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in Rule 46-24.005( 1 ). a person may possess wrung 
spiny lobster tails or possess spiny lobster in 
excess of the bag limit specified in Rule 
46-24.004( l ), while on state waters, if such person 
is also in possession of appropriate receipt(s), 
bill(s) of sale, or bill(s) of lading to show that the 
spiny lobster were purchased in a foreign counrry 
and are entering the state in international 
commerce. Failure to maintain such documentation 
or to promptly produce same at the request of any 
duly authorized law enforcement officer shall 
constitute violation of this rule. 
Specific Authoriry 370.027(2) FS. Law lmplemm1ed 
370.025, 370.027 FS. His1ory-New 7-2-90 , Ameru:Ud 
10-4-95. 

46-24.005 Seasons. 
( 1) Except as provided in subsection (2) of this 

rule, the season for harvest of spiny lobster in state 
waters shall be August 6 of each year through 
March 31 of the following year. No person shall 
harvest, attempt to harvest, or have in his 
possession, regardless of where taken, any spiny 
lobster during the closed season of April 1 through 
August 5 of each year, except pursuant to 
subsection (2), for storage and distribution of 
lawfully possessed inventory stocks as provided by 
Section 370.141, Florida Statutes, or by special 
permit issued by the Depamnent of Environmental 
Protection pursuant to Section 370.14{8H9), 
Florida Statutes. 

(2) There shall be a sport season for recreational 
harvesters of spiny lobster, which season shall 
occur during the last Wednesday and successive 
Thursday of July each year. During this sport 
season, the following special resuictions sbaU 
apply: 

(a) No person shall harvest spiny lobster by any 
means other than by diving or with the use of a 
bully net or hoop net. 

(b) In Monroe County only, no person shall 
harvest spiny lobster: 

1. By diving at night (from l hour after official 
sunset until 1 hour before official sunrise). 

2. ln or from the waters of John Pennekamp 
Coral Reef State Park, pursuant to Rule 
46-24.0065. 

(3) Harvesters of spiny lobster using rraps may 
bait and place their traps in the water beginning on 
August 1 of each year. Harvest or sale of spiny 
lobster from such traps during the "soak" period 
prior to the beginning of the season is prohibited. 

( 4) All traps used for harvest of spiny lobster 
shall be removed from state waters by April 5 of 
each year. All spiny lobster taken from traps after 
the close of a season on March 31 shall be 
returned to the water free, alive, and unharmed. 
The Division of Law Enforcement of the 
Department of Envirorunent.al Protection shall grant 
an extension for the rerrieval of traps up to a 
maximum of l 0 dAys after the expiration of the 
5-day rerrieval period, or a total of up to 15 days 
after the close of the spiny lobster season, upon the 
following condit.ions: 

(a) A harvest.er or his lawfully designated agent 
shall request, in \Vriting, permission for an 

extension of the period for retrieval of traps . The 
request shall specify the harvester's name and the 
appropriate license or trap number, the approximate 
number of traps and their location, the identity of 
the boat to be used for trap retrieval, the boat 
owner's name, the period of additional time needed 
for rrap retrieval, and the reasons for the requesL 

(b) On the day that trap removal begins, and on 
each subsequent day that it continues, the Division 
of Law Enforcement shall be advised in person or 
by telephone of the remaining trap locations and 
landing site. 

(c) Reasons for granting an extension shall be 
limited to hazardous weather (small craft warnings, 
at a minimum), medical emergencies that make it 
impossible for the harvest.er to operate a boat, or 
equipment breakdown. 

(d) Nothing in th.is subsection shall authorize the 
harvest, landing, or sale of any spiny lobster during 
the closed season. 

(5) Except as provided in subsections (3) and 
( 4) of this rule for trap soaking and retrieval 
periods, no person shall transport on the water, fish 
with, set, or place any spiny lobster trap or part 
thereof during the closed season. Any such trap 
remaining in the water or abandoned during the 
closed season (following any extension for retrieval 
as provided in subsection ( 4) and prior to the soak 
period authorized in subsection (3)) is declared to 
be a public nuisance and shall be disposed of in 
the manner approved by the Division of Law. 
Enforcement of the Depamnent of Environmental 
Protection. This provision sball be in addition to 
any penalty imposed by law. 
Specific Authoriry 370.027(2) FS. Law lmple.me.nud 
370.025, 370.027 FS. Hisrory-New 7-2-87, Amt:nded 
7-2-90, 3-1-92, 7-1-92. 6-1-94. 

46-24.0055 Exportation During Closed Season 
By MaricuJture Operations; Conditions. 
Specific Aurhoriry 370.027(2) FS. Lav.· lmplt:mentr:d 
370.025, 370.027 FS. History-New 7-2-90, Amerukd 
6-1-94, Repealed JJ-27-96. 

46-24.006 Gear: Traps, Buoys, Identification 
Requirements, Prohibited Devices. 

(1) No commercial harvester shall harvest 
Jobst.er by any means other than by diving, by the 
use of a bully net or hoop net. or by the use of 
traps as specified in this subsection. 

(2) No person shall, in state waters, fish with, 
set, place, or cause to be fished with, set, or 
placed, any rrap except a wood trap or plastic trap 
meeting the following specifications: 

(a) Wood slat traps shall be no larger in 
dimension than 3 feet, by 2 feet, by 2 feet, or the 
volume equivalent. Such traps may be reinforced 
with wire mesh no heavier than 9 gauge, which 
shall only be affixed to the wood slats constituting 
the vert.ical surfaces of such traps. 

(b) Plastic traps shall be no larger in dimension 
than 3 feet, by two feet, by 2 feet , or the volume 
equivalent., and shall have a degradable panel no 
smaller than 6 inches in length and 4 inches in 
width located on the top horiz.ontal section of the 
trap. The panel shall only be considered degradable 
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if it is constructed of cypress or untreated pine 
slats no thicker than 31~ inch. 

(c) The throats or entrances to all traps used to 
harvest spiny lobster shaJJ be located on the top 
horizontal section of the trap, and shall be 
measured using the inside dimensions of the throat. 
If the throat is longer in one dimension, the throat 
size in the longer dimension shall not be smaller 
than 6 inches and in the shorter dimension shall 
not be smaller than 3 112 inches. If the throat is 
round or square, the throat size shall not be smaller 
than 5 112 inches in diameter or per side, 
respectively. 

(3) All traps shall have a buoy or a time release 
buoy attached to each spiny lobster trap or at each 
end of a weighted trap trotline which shall be a 
minimum of six inches in diameter and constructed 
of styrofoam, cork, molded polyvinyl chloride, or 
molded polystyrene, and shall be of sufficient 
su-ength and buoyancy to float and of such color, 
hue, and brilliancy as to be easily distinguished, 
seen, and located. Landward of the Territorial Sea 
Line, no more than 15 feet of any buoy line 
attached to a buoy used to mark spiny lobster trap 
or trotline shall float on the surface of the water. 

( 4) Each trap and buoy used to harvest spiny 
lobster shall have the commercial harvester's 
current crawfish license or trap number 
permanently affixed in legible figures or the 
recreational harvester's trap number. On each buoy, 
the affixed number shall be at least 2 inches high. 
The buoy color and license or trap number shall 
also be permanently and conspicuously displayed 
on any vessel used by a commercial harvester for 

sening traps and buoys, so as to be readily 
identifiable from the air and water, in the 
following manner: 

(a) From the Air - The buoy design approved 
by the Department of Environmental Protection 
shall be displayed and be permanently affixed to 
the uppermost structural portion of the vessel and 
displayed horizontally with the painted design up. 
The display shall exhibit the harvester's approved 
buoy design, unobstructed, on a circle 20 inches in 
diameter, outlined in a contrasting color, together 
with the permit numbers permanently affixed 
beneath the circle in numerals no smaller than I 0 
inches in height. 

(b) From the Water - The buoy design 
approved by the Department of Environmental 
Protection shall be displayed and be permanently 
affixed vertically to both the starboard and port 
sides of the vessel near arnidship. The display shall 
exhibit the harvester's approved buoy design, 
unobstructed, on a circle 8 inches in diameter, 
outlined in a contrasting color, together with the 
permit numbers permanentJy affixed beneath the 
circle in numerals no smaller than 4 inches in 
height, 

(5) Except as provided herein, no numbers shall 
be used to identify traps or buoys other than the 
commercial harvester's current crawfish license or 
trap numbers, the recreational harvester's trap 
number, or numbers designating federal permits. 
Ownership of spiny· lobster craps used by any 
commercial harvester may be rransferred to other 
persons, so long as the following conditions are 
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if it is constructed of cypress or uncreated pine 
slats no thicker than 3/ .c inch. 

(c) The throats or entrances to all traps used to 
harvest spiny lobster shall be located on the top 
horizontal section of the trap, and shall be 
measured using the inside dimensions of the throaL 
If the throat is longer in one dimension, the throat 
size in the longer dimension shall not be smaller 
than 6 inches and in the shorter dimension shall 
not be smaller than 3 1h inches. If the throat is 
round or square, the throat size shall not be smaller 
than 5 1h inches in diameter or per side, 
respectively. 

(3) All traps shall have a buoy or a time release 
buoy an.ached to each spiny lobster trap or at each 
end of a weighted trap trotline which shall be a 
minimum of six inches in diameter and consrructed 
of styrofoam, cork, molded polyvinyl chloride, or 
molded polystyrene, and shall be of sufficient 
srrength and buoyancy to float and of such color, 
hue, and brilliancy as to be easily distinguished, 
seen, and located. Landward of the Territorial Sea 
Line, no more than l 5 feet of any buoy line 
an.ached to a buoy used to mark spiny lobster trap 
or trotline shall float on the surface of the water. 

( 4) Each trap and buoy used to harvest spiny 
lobster shall have the commercial harvester's 
current crawfish license or trap number 
permanently affixed in legible figures or the 
recreational harvester 1s trap number. On each buoy, 
the affixed number shall be at least 2 inches high. 
Tne buoy color and license or trap number shall 
also be permanently and conspicuously displayed 
on any vessel used by a commercial harvester for 

sening traps and buoys, so as to be readily 
identifiable from the air and water, in the 
following manner. 

(a) From the Air - The buoy design approved 
by the Department of Environmental Protection 
shall be displayed and be permanently affixed to 
the uppermost srrucrural portion of the vessel and 
displayed horizontally with the painted design up. 
The display shall exhibit the harvester's approved 
buoy design, unobstructed, on a circle 20 inches in 
diameter, outlined in a contrasting color, together 
with the permit numbers permanently affixed 
beneath the circle in numerals no smaller than 10 
inches in heighL 

(b) From the Water - The buoy design 
approved by the Department of Environmental 
Protection shall be displayed and be permanently 
affixed venically to both the starboard and pon 
sides of the vessel near amidship . The display shall 
exhibit the harvester's approved buoy design, 
unobstructed, on a circle 8 inches in diameter, 
outlined in a contra.sting color, together with the 
permit numbers permanently affixed beneath the 
circle in numerals no smaller than 4 inches in 
height. 

(5) Except as provided herein, no numbers shall 
be used to identify traps or buoys other than the 
commercial harvester's current crawfish license or 
trap numbers, the recreational harvester's trap 
number, or numbers designating federal permits. 
Ownership of spiny. lobster traps used by any 
commercial harvester may be transferred to other 
persons, so long as the following conditions are 
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met : 
(a) The person acquiring ownership of such 

traps shall notify the Division of Law Enforcement 
of the Department of Environmental Protection 
within five days of acquiring ownership as to the 
number of traps purchased. the vendor, and the 
license or trap number currently displayed on the 
traps, and shal l request issuance of a crawfish 
license or trap number if the person does not 
possess same. 

(b) Buoys shall be renumbered and recolored at 
the first pulling of traps . 

(c) Tne new license or trap number shall be 
permanently attached to the traps prior to their 
being set at the beginning of the next open season. 

(d) The new owner shall retain a valid bill of 
sale. 

(6) Each commercial harvester who harvests 
spmy lobster by diving shall permanently and 
conspicuously display on the boar used in such 
diving a "divers-down flag" symbol on an 
idemificarion placard, which symbol shall have 
dimensions no less than 16 inches by 20 inches. 
The term ' 'divers-down flag" shall have the 
meaning ascribed in Section 861.065(3), Florida 
Statutes. The commercial harvester's current 
crawfish license or trap number shall be 
permanently affixed to the diagonal suipe on the 
placard in legible figures to provide ready 
identification from the air and water. 

(7) Permission to pull or work traps belonging 
to another, during the regular season, may be 
granted by the Division of Law Enforcement of the 
Deparunent of Environmental Protection. Such 
permission shall be granted by the Division only 
upon receipt of a wrinen statement signed by the 
commercial harvester or recreational harvester 
detailing license or trap number and buoy colors . 
Additionally, the harvester shall list the license or 
trap number. buoy colors, and audit numbers of the 
harvester and general locations of the pulling 
activity of the boat engaged in puUing or working 
the traps. Permission to pull traps in this manner 
shall be obtained daily; however, extension of 

permission may be obta1ned by telephone for up to 
a maximum of 5 days. 

(8) No person shall harvest or anempt to harvest 
spiny lobster using any device which will or could 
puncture, penetrate, or crush the exoskeleton (shell) 
or the flesh of the lobster. and the use of such 
devices as part of, or in conjunction with, any trap 
is also prohibited. 

(9) No person shall harvest or artempt to harvest 
spiny lobster using or with the a.id of bleach or any 
other chemical solution . The simultaneous 
possession of spiny lobster and any plastic or other 
container capable of ejecting ljquid, by any person 
engaged in diving. is prohibited. 
Spec~(1c Aurhoriry 370.027(2) FS. lal1' Jmplemcnrcd 
370.025, 370.027 FS. His10F)·-New 7-2-87, Amended 
7-2-90, 3-1-92, 7-1-92. 6-1-94, 10-4-95, 9-30-96 , 

46-24.0065 Special Provisions for John 
Pennekamp Coral Reef St.ate Park in Monroe 
County: Closure During Two-day Sport Season; 
Closure of Coral Formation Protection Zones. 

(1) During the rwo-day spon season established 
in Rule 46-24.005(2), there shall be no harvest of 
spiny lobster in John Pennekamp Coral Reef State 
Park. Except for persons transirring park waters in 
a vessel, no person shall possess any spiny lobster 
in or on the waters of the park during this period . 
Possession of spiny lobster during this period 
aboard any vessel from which a person is diving, 
within the boundaries of the park, is prohibited. 

(2) The Marine Fisheries C ommission finds that 
lobster harvest in the coral formation areas of John 
Pennekamp Coral Reef State Park is inconsistent 
with maintenance. of the valuable marine resources 
contained in and supported by such formations and 
with the purposes of the park. 

(a) During the regular spiny lobster season 
esLablished in R ule 46-24.005(1 ), no person shall 
harvest or anempt to harvest any species of the 
Genera Panuliru.s or Scyllarides or deploy any 
trap, in the following described areas of John 
Pennekamp Coral Reef State Park. each of which 
is a polygon bounded by the lines connecting the 
coordinates as expressed by latitude and longitude : 

Nonh West 
Name of Area Plot Corner Lari tu de Longitude 

1. Tunle Rocks North 25°18.6' 80°13.35' 
East 25cl 8.05' 80°12.S' 
South 25°16.49' 80°13.95' 
\Vest 25°16 .95 1 80°14.55' 

2. Basin Hill N. North 25°14 .6' 80°16.01 

East 25°)4.42 1 80°15.72' 
South 25c14 .00' 80cl 6.00 1 

West 25°14 .25' 80cl6.3' 
" Basin Hill E. North 25cl4.3~' soc 15.58' 

East 25°14.1' 80cl5.35' 
South 25cl 3.62' 80cl5.58' 
West 25°13.82' S0°16 .08' 

4. Basin Hill S. North 25°13.95' 80°16.6' 
East 25°13.42' 80°16.1' 
South 25°12.4' soc 17 .08 1 

West 25°12.75 ' 80°17.65' 
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5. Higdon's Reef Nonh 25°08 .6' 80°18 .74' 
East 25°08.4' 80°18 .55 1 

South 25°07 .8' 80°19 .2' 
West 25°08 .0' 80°19.36' 

6. Cannon Patch North 25"06 .95' 80"20.5' 
East 25"06 .6' 80°20.15' 
South 25°05.95' 80°20.7' 
West 25°06.05' 80°21.75' 

7. Mosquito Bank N. North 25°04.85' 80°23.00' 
East 25°04.7' 80°22.2 1 

South 25°03.6' 80°23.05' 
West 25°04 .21' 80°23.40' 

8. Mosquito Bank S .E. North 25°04.15' 80°22.3' 
East 25°04 .1 5' 80°22 .]' 
South 25°03.3' 80°22.9' 
West 25°03.3' 80°23. l' 

9. Three Sisters N. North 25°02.75' 80°23.75' 
East 25°02.55' 80°23 .3' 
South 25°01.09' 80°24.05' 

10. Three Sisters S. North 25°01.75' 80°23.78 ' 
South 25°01.42' 80°24.1' 
West 

(b) Within the areas described in paragraph (a), 
no person shall possess while in or on the water or 
aboard any vessel, any species of the Genera 
Panulirus or Scyllarides. 

(c) Within John Pennekamp CoraJ Reef State 
Park. no person shall harvest any species of the 
Genera Panulirus or Scyllarides, or deploy any 
trap, from or within any patch reef. The term 
'' patch reef" means any coraJ formation, consisting 
of a roughly circular area of bard corals, soft 
corals, and a mixture of other benthic invertebrates . 

(d) The term "trap" for purposes of this 
subsection means any trap used to harvest or 
anempt to harvest spiny lobster as allowed by Rule 
46-24 .006 1 stone crabs as allowed by Rule 
46-13.002(2), or blue crab trap as allowed by Rule 
46 -45 .004(1 ). 
SpecVic Authoriry 370.027(2) FS. Law /mplemenred 
370.025, 370.027 FS His1ory-New 6-1-94, 10-4-95. 

46-2-4.007 Other Prohibitions. 
(1) The harvest or possession of eggbearing 

spiny lobster is prohibited. Eggbearing spiny 
lobster found in traps shall be immediately 
returned to the water free, alive, and unhanned. 
The practice of stripping or otherwise molesting 
eggbearing spiny lobster in order to remove the 
eggs is prohibited and the possession of spiny 
lobster or spiny lobster tails from which eggs, 
swimmerenes, or pleopods have been removed or 
stripped is prohibited. 

(2) Spiny lobster traps may be worked during 
daylight hours only, and the pulling of traps from 
1 hour after official sunset until 1 hour before 
official sunrise is prohibited. 

(3) No spiny lobster traps shall be set. placed, 
or caused to be set or placed at, on, or below the 
waters of the state within 100 feet of the 
intracoastal watef\l.lay or within 100 feet of any 
bridge or sea wall. 

(4) No person shall harvest spiny lobster by 
diving at night (from 1 hour after official sunset 

'.25°01.67' 80°24.4' 

until 1 hour before official sunrise) in excess of the 
bag limit prescribed in Rule 46-24.004 . 

(5) The directed harvest of spiny lobster by the 
use of any net or trawl , other than a landing or dip 
net, bully net with a diameter no larger than 3 feet, 
or hoop net with a diameter no larger than 10 feet, 
is prohibited. Spiny lobster harvested by the use of 
any net or trawl as an incidental bycatch of other 
target species lawfully harvested shall not be 
deemed to be unJawfully harvested in vi olation of 
this subsection if the combined whole weight of all 
spiny lobster so harvested does not exceed 5% of 
the totaJ whole weight of all species lawfully in 
possession of the harvester at any time. For 
purposes of this subsection, the term "net or 
trawl" shall not include any hand-held net. 
Specific Awhoriry 370.027(2) FS. Law /mplemenred 
370.025, 370.027 FS. Hiszory--New 7-2-87, Amended 
7-2 -90. 10-4-95. 

46-24.0-08 Slipper Lobster; Prohibitions 
Relating to Eggbearing Slipper Lobster. The 
harvest or possession of eggbearing slipper lobster 
is prohibited eggbearing slipper lobster found in 
traps shall be immediately returned to the water 
free, alive, and unharmed. The practice of stripping 
or othenvise molesting eggbearing slipper lobster 
in order to remove the eggs is prohibited and the 
possession of slipper lobster tails from which eggs, 
swimmerenes, or pleopods have been removed or 
stripped is prohibited. 
Spec~f1c Authoriry 370.027(2) FS. Law /mplemenred 
370.025, 370.027(2) FS. Hiszory~New 7-2-87, Amended 
7-2-90. 

46-24.009 Trap Reduction Schedule. 
(1 )(a) Except as provided in paragraph (b), 

beginning with the season commencing on August 
6, 1993, the maximum number of lobster trap 
certificates issued each season by the Department 
of Environmental Protection pursuant to Section 
370.142, Florida Statutes, shall be l 0 percent fewer 
than the total issued for the immediately previous 
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5. Higdon's Reef Nonh 25°08.6' 80°18.7~' 

Ea't 25°08.4' 80°18.55' 
South 25°07 .8' 80°19.2' 
West 25°08.0' 80°19.36' 

6. Cannon Patch North 25°06.95' 80°20.51 
East 25°06.6' 80°20.15' 
South 25°05.95' 80°20.7' 
West 25°06 .05' 80°21.75' 

7. Mosquito Bank N. North 25°04.85 ' 80°23.00' 
East 25°04.7' 80°2: .:r 
South 25°03.6' 80°23.05' 
West 25°04.21' 80°23.40' 

8. Mosquito Bank S .E. North 25°04.15' 80°22.3' 
East 25°04. l 5' 80°22.1' 
South 25°03.3' 80°22.9' 
West 25°03.3 ' 80°23.1' 

9. Three Sisters N. Nonh 25°02.75' 80°23.75' 
East 
South 

10. Three Sisters S . North 
South 
West 

(b) Within the area.c:; described in paragraph (a), 
no person shall possess while in or on the water or 
aboard any vessel, any species of the Genera 
Panulirus or Scyllarides . 

(c) Within John Pennekamp Coral Reef State 
Park, no person shall harvest any species of the 
Genera Panulirus or Scyllarides, or deploy any 
trap, from or within any patch reef. The term 
''patch reef" means any coral formation, consisting 
of a roughly circular area of hard corals, soft 
corals, and a rnixrure of other benthic invenebrates. 

( d) The term "trap" for purposes of this 
subsection means any trap used to harvest or 
anempt to harvest spiny lobster as allowed by Rule 
46-24 .006, srone crabs as allowed by Rule 
46-13.002(2), or blue crab trap as allowed by Rule 
46-45.004(1 ). 
Specific Authoriry 370.027(2) FS. Law Implemented 
370.025, 370.027 FS. History-New 6-1 -94, 10~-95. 

46-24.007 Other Prohibitions. 
(1) The harvest or possession of eggbearing 

spiny lobster is prohibited. Eggbearing spiny 
lobster found in traps shall be immediately 
returned to the water free, alive, and unharmed. 
The practice of stripping or otherwise molesting 
eggbearing spiny lobster in order to remove the 
eggs is prohibited and the possession of spiny 
Jobste.:- o; spiny lobster t::..ils frc:-n whi::::}: q;fs, 
swimmereues, or pleopods have been removed or 
stripped is prohibited. 

(2) Spiny lobster traps may be worked during 
daylight hours only, and the pulling of traps from 
1 hour afrer officiaJ sunset until 1 hour before 
official sunrise is prohibired. 

(3) No spiny lobster traps shall be set. placed, 
or caused to be set or placed at, on, or below the 
waters of the state within 100 feet of the 
intracoastal waterv.·ay or within l 00 feet of any 
bridge or sea wall. 

(4) No person shall harvest spiny lobster by 
diving at night (from l hour after official sunset 

25°02.55' 80°23.3' 
25°01.09' 80°24.05' 
25°01.7 5' 80°23.78' 
25°01.~2' 80°24.1 f 

'.!.5°01.67' 80°24.4' 

until 1 hour before officiaJ sunrise) in excess of the 
bag limit prescribed in Rule 46-24.004. 

(5) The directed harvest of spiny lobster by the 
use of any net or trawl, other than a landing or dip 
net, bully net with a diamerer no larger than 3 feet, 
or hoop net with a diameter no larger than 10 feet, 
is prohibited. Spiny lobster harvested by the use of 
any net or trawl as an incidental bycatch of other 
target species lawfully harvested shall not be 
deemed to be unlawfully harvested in violation of 
this subsection if the combined whole weight of all 
spiny lobster so harvested does not exceed 5% of 
the total whole weight of all species lawfully in 
possession of the harvester at any time. For 
purposes of this subsection, the term ''net or 
trawl" shall not include any hand-held net. 
Specific Aurhoriry 370.027(2) FS. Law implemented 
370.025, 370.027 FS. History-New 7-2-87. Amen.cied 
7-2-90, 10-4-95. 

46-24.008 Slipper Lobster; Prohibitions 
Relating to Eggbearing Slipper Lobster. The 
harvest or possession of eggbearing slipper lobster 
is prohibited eggbearing slipper lobster found in 
traps shall be immediately returned to the water 
free. alive, and unharmed. The practice of suipping 
or otherwise molesting eggbearing slipper lobster 
in order to remove the eggs is prohibited and the 
possessiof! cf slippe; !Obster t:=..i!s from 'Xbch eggs, 
swimmerenes, or pleopods have been removed or 
stripped is prohibited. 
Spec~fic Authoriry 370.027(2) FS. Law /mplemf!nted 
370.025, 370.027(2) FS. History-New 7-2-87, Amended 
7-2-90. 

46-24.009 Trap Reduction Schedule. 
(1 )(a) Except as provided in paragraph (b), 

beginning with the season commencing on August 
6, 1993, the maximum number of lobster trap 
certificates issued each season by the Department 
of Environmental Protection pursuant to Section 
3 70.142, Florida Statutes. shall be 10 percent fewer 
than the total issued for the immediately previous 
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season . These reductions shall apply to all lobster 
trap certificate holders. 

(b) Notwithstanding paragraph (a), the 10 
percent reduction in the maximum number of 
lobster trap certificates scheduled for the 
1996-1997 spiny lobster season shall not take 
place. The maximum number of lobster trap 
certificates issued for the 1996-1997 spiny lobscc:r 
season shall be the maximum applicable to the 
1995-1996 spiny lobster season. 

(2) ll is the intention of the Marine Fisheries 
Commission to annually review and evaluate the 
impact of the trap reduction schedule on the spiny 
lobster fishery. Should it become necessary to 

suspend or reverse the reduction schedule, the 
Commission shall initiate rulemaking to amend 
subsection ( 1) of this rule. 
Specific Authoriry 370.027(2), 370.142(3) FS. Law 
Jmplt:mt:nted 370.025, 370.027, 370.142 FS. History-New 
3-1-92, A~ruied 6-1-94, 6-3-96. 
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CHAPTER 46-31 
SHRlMP 

Northeast Florida Live Bait 
Shrimp Fishery; Purpose and 
lntenL 

Definitions. 
Live Ba.it Shrimp Trawl Ge.ar 
Specific.ations. 

Trawls: Allowed Use; Maximum 
Square Footage of Mesh Area: 
Definitions. 

Trawl Gear Specifications: Turtle 
Excluder Devices Required; 
Exceptions; Definitions. 

Oner Trawl Gear Specifications: 
Bycatch Reduction Dev1ces. 

Purpose and Intent; Repeal of 
Certain General and Special 
Acts. 

Definitions. 
Statewide Recreational Shrimping 
Restri cti ODS. 

Statewide Live Bait Shrimp 
Production Restrictions. 

Statewide Food Shrimp 
Production Restrictions. 

Nocthwest Region Food Shrimp 
Production Gear Specifications. 

Big Bend Region Food Shrimp 
Production Gear Specifications. 

Southwest Region Food Shrimp 
Production Gear Specifications. 

Southeast Region Food Shrimp 
Production Gear Specifications. 

Northeast Region Food Shrimp 
Production Gear Specifications. 

Northeast Florida Shrimping: 
Defin.iti on. 

Northeast Florida Shrimping: 
Closed Season; Definition of 
Tenn ... Legal State HoUdays" 
for Purposes of Section 
3 70.153(8)(a), F1ocida Starutes; 
CJ osed A:reas. 

Florida· East Coast Shrimp Bed: 
Repeal of Section 370.156, 
Florida Statutes; Seasonal Food 
Shrimp Production Closure: 
Exception; Defirution. 

Tortugas Shrimp Beds: Repeal of 
Section 370.151 (2), Florida 
Statutes; Redescription of 
Tortugas Shrimp Beds; Closed 
Areas. 

Big Bend Region Closed Areas; 
Seasonal Oosures. 

Northwest Region Oosed Areas; 
Repealed Special Acts. 

46-31.001 Northeast Florida Live .Bait Shrimp 
Fishery; Purpose and Intent. The purpose and 
intent of Rules 46-31.001 through 46-31.003, 
F.A.C., are to impose .gear specifications for the 
type of trawls used to harvest live bait shrimp in 
the nearshore and inshore Florida waters of 

Nassau, Duval, SL Johns, Putnam, Flagler, and 
Oay Counties. The gear specifications are designed 
to limit the harvest capacity of live bait shrimpers, 
making their limited .catch more valuable .as live 
bait shrimp than as dead shrimp. 
Spe.cific AutJwrity 370.027(2) FS. l.Aw Jmp~n~d 
370.025, 370.027 FS. History-N~w 12-11-86, Amvuied 
1·1·96. 

46-31.002 Definitions. As used in Rules 
46-3LOO1 through 46-31.003: 

(1) .. Licensed live bait shrimp producer" means 
any individual licensed by the Department of 
Environmental Protection to employ the use of any 
trawl fcx the taking of shrimp within the nearshore 
and inshore Flooda waters of Nassau, Duval, SL 
Johns, Putnam, Flagler, or Clay Counties. 

(2) "Trawl" or .. trawl net" means a net in the 
fonn of an elongated bag with the mouth kept 
open by various means and fished by being towed 
or dragged on the bottom. 
Specific Authority 370.027(2) FS. Law Impknu.n~d 

370.025, 370.027 FS. His1ory-Ne.w 12-1 /-86, Amended 
1 ·l-96. 

ANNOTAIJONS 

Proposed ~ndmen.Is - N]jdity 
Marine. Fishuies Commission is wi.lhour authoriry to 

adopt proposed Rule 46-31 .002, FA C., mandating use of 
rurtk acJ.usionary devices (TEDs) on al.I trawl nets in 
slaJe waters. Section 370.027, F.S., aclutks from 
Commission's rulemaking awhoriry power zo promulgate 
rules ·~lating Jo endangered species, and primnry goal of 
requiring u.se of TEDs is to P.rotect e.ndange.rt!d ua rurrks. 
Concerned Shrimpe.rs of America, inc. v. Marine Fishuu.s 
Commission (DOAH 89-4220R), 12 FAIR 48 (1989). 

Turtle exc/..usi.on.ary devices 
Adoption of emergency Rule. 46ER89-3, F.A.C., 

requiring use. of rurtle acJ.usionary devices (TEDs) on 
mosr trawls, is within Marine Fish.uit!s Commission's 
awhorir)'. Section 370.27, F.S., vests Commission wiih 
some, albeit not exclusive., powu zo promulga~ ruks 
regarding endangert!d specie.s, pa.niculariy wkn such 
ruks rdaJe 10 gear specificarions or o~r .subject manu 
areas over which Commission has a.elusive rulemaking 
auJhoriry. Clear policy of Florida law is to pro~cr marine 
life and environmmt, and it would, thus., be inconsisz.ent Io 

maintain thar Commission has no power 10 pro~ct 

e.ndange.rt!d spe.cie.s. Stau v. Davis, Fla.., 556 So. 2d J 104 
(1990). 

46-31.003 Live Bait .Shrimp Trawl Gear 
Specifications. 

(1) A licensed live bait shrimp producer is 
allowed the use of one trawl for the harvest of live 
bait shrimp. The opening or entrance to the trawl 
net shall be formed and limited by attachment .of 
the net mesh to line of not less than 1/8 inch 
diameter. Such line shall be securely attached so as 
to form a continuous perimeter .around the leading 
edge of the neL Attachment of the net mesh to 
such line shall be made at intervals of not more 
than 12 inches along tbe entire length of the line. 
The perimeter so formed shall not exceed 60 feet, ..., 
measured from point to point along the line 
forming the leading edge of the net, and the net 
shall be no larger in mesh area than specified by 
Rule 46-31.0035(2). No webbing, mesh, panels, or 
similar devices shall be used in conjunction with 
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the trawl net in any manner so as to precede or 
enlarge the opening or entrance to the net, or have 
the effect of diverting saltwater products into the 
opening or entrance to the net. 

(2) No person shall operate or fish any oner 
rrawl, or possess any oner trawl that is rigged for 
fishing aboard any vessel, in the Northeast Florida 
Live Ba.it Shrimp FisheT)', which rrawl does not 
have a bycatch reduction device (BRD) installed 
therein meeting the requirements of Rule 
46-3L0045. 

(3) No licensed live bait shrimp producer shall 
use any other rype of gear or any trawl net not in 
confonnance with the specifications of subsections 
(1) and (2). 
Specific Authority 370.027(2) FS. Law lmplemr:n1t:d 
370.025, 370.027 FS. Histo~ev.1 12-11-86, Amended 
J-1-96. 6-3-96. 

46-31.0035 Trawls: Allowed Use; Maximum 
Square Footage of Mesh Area; Definitions. 

(1) Trawls are hereby declared to be allowable 
gear for the directed harvest of shrimp, as defined 
in Rule 46-31.006(19), only. To the extent that 
other marine species are hanrested with a trawl as 
an incidental bycatch of the directed harvest of 
shrimp, the quantity of such other species that may 
be retained are subject to the limits specified in 
other chapters of TitJe 46 of the Florida 
Administrative Code . 

(2) No person shall operate or fish in ne.arshore 
and inshore Florida waters any trawl with a net or 
bag containing more than 500 square feet of mesh 
area. 

(3) For purposes of this chapter: 
(a) .. Mesh area" of a net means the tOtal area 

of netting with the meshes open to comprise the 
maximum square f oor.age. The square footage sha11 
be calculated using standard mathematical formulas 
for geometric shapes. The mesh area of a trawl 
shall be caJculated as a cone using the maximum 
circumference of the net mouth to derive the 
radius, and the maximum length of the net wjth 
meshes open from the center of the headrope at the 
net mouth to the tail end of the net to derive the 
slant heighL 

(b) "Nearshore and inshore Florida waters" 
means all Florida waters inside a line three nautical 
miles seaward of the coastline along the Gulf of 
Mex.lco and inside a line one nautical mile seaward 
of the coastline along the Atlantic Ocean. 

(c) "Florida waters" me.ans the waters of the 
Ar.lantic Ocean, the Gulf of Mexico , the Straits of 
Florida and any other bodies of water under the 
jurisdiction of the State of Florida, whether coastal, 
intracoast.aJ or inland, and any pan thereof. 

(d) "Coastline" means the territorial sea base 
line for the State of Florida established pursuant to 
the Jaws of the United States of America. 

(e) The term "unconnected" shall be construed 
to mean two trawls independently towed from a 
single vessel, except that two trawls each of which 
is attached to a sled in lieu of the inner door of 
each trawl shall be considered unconnected if a 
separation of at least l 0 feet is maintained at all 
times during rrawling. 

Specific Authoriry Art. X, Section 16. Florida Consrirurion , 
370.027(2) FS. Law Jm.pl~mt:nlt:d Art. X. Section 16, 
Florida Con.s1i1u1ion, 370.025, 370.027 FS. Hisiory-New 
J-1-96. 

46-31.004 Trawl Gear Speeifications: Turtle 
Excluder Devices Required; Exceptions; 
Definitions. 

( 1) Except as provided in subsection (2): 
(a) No person shall operate or fish in any waters 

of the state any trawl that does not have a 
qualified turtle excluder device (TED) installed 
therein. 

(b) No person shall possess, aboard any vessel 
in or on state waters, any rrawl rigged for fishing 
that does not have a · qualified turtle excluder 
device (fED) installed therein. 

(2) The requirement in subsection (1) shall not 
apply to the following types of gear. 

(a) A single try net meeting the requirements of 
Rule 46-31.009(3). 

(b) A roller frame trawl with all of the 
following f earures and specifications: 

l. A rectangular rigid frame to keep the mouth 
of the trawl open while being towed. 

2. The lower horizontal beam of the frame has 
rollers to allow the trawl to roll over the bottom 
and any obstructions while being towed. 

3. The trawl opening is shielded by a grid of 
vertical bars spaced no more than 3 inches apan. 

4. The trawl is towed by anaching a line or 
towing cable to a tongue located above or at the 
center of the upper beam of the frame. 

5. The trawl has no doors attached to keep the 
mouth of the trawl open. 

(c) A trawl being used as part of a public or 
private experimentation pursuant to authorization 
issued by the Director, Southeast Region, National 
Marine Fisheries Service, as provided in 50 C.F.R. 
s. 227 .72(e)( 4)(iv), Oct. 1, 1987. Wrin.en 
authorization shall be maintained aboard the vessel 
with such a trawl at all times. 

(3) No person shall rig or alter the tunle 
excluder device (TED) installed in any trawl in any 
manner so as to render the TED nonfunctioning or 
ineffective in excluding sea turtles from the trawl. 

(4) For purposes of this rule: 
(a) "Perimeter" means the opening or entrance 

to the trawl formed and limited by anachment of 
the net mesh to line, which line is securely 
attached so as to form a continuous perimeter 
around the leading edge of the net. The perimeter 
so formed is measured from point to point along 
the line forming the ·leading edge of the neL 

(b) ''Qualified turtle excluder device" or 
"TED" means: 

1. Any one of six devices approved and 
described by the National Marine Fisheries Service 
in 50 C.F.R. s. 227 .72(e)( 4)(ii)(A) - (F), Oct. 1, 
1987 (as amended by Vol. 52 Fed. Reg. No. 192, 
p. 37154, Oct. 5, 1987. and by Vol. 53 Fed . Reg. 
No. 170, p. 33821, Sept. 1, 1988). The devices are 
commonly known as the NMFS TED, Cameron 
TED, Matagorda TED, Georgia TED, Morrison 
TED, and Parrish TED. 

2. Any additional device cenified and' approved 
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the trawl net in any manner so as to precede or 
enlarge the opening or entrance to the net, or have 
the effect of diverting salrwat.er products into the 
opening or entrance to the net. 

(2) No person shall operate or fish any otter 
trawl, or possess any oner trawl that is rigged for 
fishing aboard any vessel, in the Northeast Florida 
Live Bait Shrimp Fishery, wh.ich trawl does not 
have a bycatch reduction device (BRD) installed 
therein meeting the requirements of Rule 
46-31.0045. 

(3) No licensed live bait shrimp producer shall 
use any other type of gear or any trawl net not in 
confonnance with the specifications of subsections 
(1) and (2). 
Specific Authoriry 370.027(2) FS. Law lmple.menud 
370.025, 370.027 FS. History--N~w 12-JJ-86. Amuuie.d 
/-1-96, 6-3-96. 

46-31.0035 Trawls: Allowed Use; Maximum 
Square Footage of Mesh Area; Defmitions. 

(l) Trawls are hereby declared 10 be allowable 
gear for the directed harvest of shrimp, as defined 
in Rule 46-31.006(19), only. To the extent that 
other marine species are harvested with a trawl as 
an incidental bycatch of the directed harvest of 
shrimp, the quantity of such other species that may 
be retained are subject to the limits specified in 
other chapters of TitJe 46 of the Florida 
Administrative Code.. 

(2) No person shall operate or fish in nearshore 
and inshore Florida waters any trawl with a net or 
bag containing more than 500 square feet of mesh 
area. 

(3) For purposes of this chapter: 
(a) "Mesh area" of a net means the total area 

of netting with the meshes open to comprise the 
maximum square footage. The square footage shall 
be calculated using standard mathematical fonnulas 
for geometric shapes. The mesh area of a trawl 
shall be calculated as a cone using the maximum 
circumference of the net mouth to derive the 
radius, and the maximum length of the net with 
meshes open from the center of the headrope at the 
net mouth to the tail end of the net to derive the 
slant heighL 

(b) "Nearshore and inshore Florida waters" 
means all Florida waters inside a line three nautical 
miles seaward of the coastline along the Gulf of 
Me:Uco and inside a line one nautical mile seaward 
of the coastline along the Atlantic Ocean. 

(c) "Florida waters" means the waters of the 
Atlantic Ocean, the Gulf of Mexico, the Straits of 
Florida and any other bodies of water under the 
jurisdiction of the State of Florida, whether coastal, 
intracoastal or inland, and any pm thereof. 

(d) "Coastline'' means the territorial sea base 
line for the State of Florida established pursuant to 
the laws of the United St.ates of America. 

(e) The term "unconnected'' shall be consmied 
to mean two trawls independently towed from a 
single vessel. except that two trawls each of which 
is attached to a sled in lieu of the inner door of 
each trawl shall be considered unconnected if a 
separation of at least l 0 feet is maintained at aJl 
times during trawling . 

Specific Aulhoriry Art. X. Sr-crion /6, Florida Con.srirution, 
370.027(2) FS. Low Jmp~me.nred Art. X, Section /6, 
Fiorida Con.srirurion. 370.025, 370.027 FS. Hi.story-New 
J-1-96. 

46-31.004 Trawl Gear Specifications: Turtle 
Excluder Devices Required; Exceptions; 
Definitions. 

( 1) Except as provided in subsection (2): 
(a) No person shall operate or fish in any waters 

of the state any trawl that does not have a 
qualified rurtle excluder device (TED) installed 
therein. 

(b) No person shall possess, aboard any vessel 
in or on state waters, any n-awl rigged for fishing 
that does not have a quaJified runle excluder 
device (TED) installed therein. 

(2) The requirement in subsection ( 1) shall not 
apply to the following types of gear: 

(a) A single try net meeting the requirements of 
Rule 46-31.009(3). 

(b) A roller frame trawl with all of the 
following features and specifications: 

l. A rectangular rigid frame to keep the mouth 
of the trawl open while being towed. 

2. The lower horizontal beam of l.he frame has 
rollers to allow the trawl to roll over the bottom 
and any obsrruct.ions while being towed. 

3. The trawl opening is shielded by a grid of 
vertical bars spacerl no more than 3 inches apart. 

4. The trawl is towed by attaching a line or 
towing cable to a tongue located above or at the 
center of the upper beam of the frame . 

5. The trawl has no doors an.ached 10 keep the 
mouth of the trawl open. 

(c) A trawl being used as part of a public or 
private experimentation pursuant to authorization 
issued by the Director, Southeast Region, National 
Marine Fisheries Service, as provided in 50 C.F.R. 
s. 227 .72(e)( 4)(iv). Oct. 1, l 987. Wrinen 
authorization shall be maintained .aboard the vessel 
with such a trawl at all times. 

(3) No person shall rig or alter the turtle 
excluder device (TED) installed in any trawl in any 
manner so as to render the TED nonfunctioning or 
ineffective in excluding sea rurt.les from the trawl. 

(4) For purposes of this rule: 
(a) "Perimeter" means the opening or entrance 

10 the trawl formed and limited by attachment of 
the net mesh to line, which line is securely 
attached so as to fonn a continuous perimeter 
around the leading edge of the net. The perimeter 
so formed is measured from point 10 point along 
the line fonning the ·leading edge of the net 

(b) "Qualified turtle excluder device" or 
"TED" means: 

1. Any one of six devices approved and 
described by the National Marine Fisheries Service 
in 50 C.F.R. s. 227.72(e)(4)(ii)(A) - (F), Oct. 1, 
1987 (as amended by Vol. 52 Fed. Reg. No. 192, 
p. 37 l 54, Oct. 5; 1987, and by Vol. 53 Fed . Reg. 
No. 170, p. 33821, Sept. I. 1988). The devices are 
commonly known as the NMFS TED, Cameron 
TED, Matagorda TED, Georgia TED, Morrison 
TED, and Parrish TED. 

2. Any additional device certified and' approved 
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by the National Marine Fishcnt;s Service as 
demonstrating a tunlc exclusion rate.: of at least 
97% pursuant to 50 C.F.R. s. 227 .72(e)(4)(iii), Oct. 
1, 1987. 

(c) "Rigged for fishing.. means the trawl is 
shackled, tied, or connected to trawl doors or 
boards and tow cables and is in a condition ready 
to fish. 

(d) "Trawl" means a net in the form of an 
elongated bag with the mouth kept open by various 
means and fished by being towed or dragged on 
the botwm. 
Spec(fic Authority 370.027(2) FS. Low lmplemenied 
370.025. 370.027 FS. HislO')-New {o-11-90, Amended 
J-1-92, 3-16-93, J-1-96 , 

46-31.0045 Otter Tr-awl Gear Specifications: 
Bycatch Reduction Dc\'ices. 

( l) Where required on a regional basis by rule 
of this chapter, no person shall operate or fish any 
otter trawl, or possess any otter trawl that is rigged 
for fishing aboard any vessel. which trawl does not 
have a bycatch reduction device (BRO) installed 
therein meeting the requirements of this rule. 

(2) No person shall rig or alter the bycatch 
reduction device (BRD) installed in any trawl in 
any manner so as to render the BRD 
nonfunctioning or ineffective in excluding species 
other than shrimp from the trawl. 

(3) A BRD shall be deemed to meet the 
requirements of this subsection if it is one of two 
types specified herein: 

(a) Florida Finfish Excluder - This device shall 
consist of at least one rigid steel or aJuminum exit 
opening frame sewn into each trawl. Each exit 
opening frame shaJl be at least 12 inches in length 
and have an apex of three bars pointing forward to 
orient the exit opening in the direction of the 
mouth of the trawl. The opening thus created shall 
be in the shape of a parallelogram or oval and no 
smaller than 36 square inches in area and 5 inches 
across the opening in the shortest dimension. The 
opening fanned by each frame shall be no further 
forward in the cod end than 70% of the distance 
between the draw string (tie-off rings) and the 
beginning of the tail bag (excluding any extension). 
The frame shall be installed on the top side of the 
cod end, no more than 15 meshes to the side of the 
centerline. 

(b) Extended Funnel BRO - This device 
consists of a funnel of small mesh netting within a 
cylinder of large mesh netting, held open by at 
least one semi-rigid hoop, which trawl section is 
located behind the turtle excluder device (TED). 
One side of the funnel is extended vertically to 
provide a passage for shrimp to the cod end and 
create an area of reduce..:: waterfiow to allow for 
fish escapement through the larger mesh outer 
netting. This BRD shall meet the following 
specifications : 

1. The small mesh funnel and large mesh 
section shall be posit.ioned within an ex.tension 
section constructed of no smaller than l ~/t inch 
stretched mesh nylon netting, no less than 120 
meshes in circumf ere nee. The portion of the 
extension in front of the large mesh section shall 

be no less than 61/: meshes long. 2nd the section 
behind the lar~e mesh section shall be no shorter 
than 23 meshes in lenf!ih . 

2. The small mesh funnel shall be constructed of 
no less than 1 3/~ inch stretched mesh netting. This 
component shall have a circumference of no less 
than 120 meshes at the leading edge and no less 
than l 04 meshes at the trailing edge. The sh on 
side of the funnel shall be at least 36 inches lont,:. 
while approximately 1h of the opposite side of the 
funnel shall extend at least 22 inches further 
toward the trailing edge of the funnel. The leading 
edge of the funnel shall be attached no less than 3 
meshes forward of the large mesh leading edge. At 
least 7 meshes of the short side of the funnel shall 
be anached to the back section of extension 
webbing on the top and bonom at least 8 meshes 
back from the trailing edge of the large mesh 
section. 

3. The larger mesh outer section shall consist of 
no smalJer than 8 jnch srre1ched mesh netting cut 
on the bar. The section shall have a circumference 
no smaller than 19 meshes and a length of at least 
3 meshes. 

4. The leading edge of the large mesh section 
shall be attached to one semi-rigid hoop with a 
minimum diameter of 24 inches constructed of 
plastic-coated trawl cable . It shall be installed at 
least 5 meshes behind the trailing edge of the large 
mesh section. If a soft TED is used, a second hoop 
of identical construction shall be installed at the 
leading edge of the funnel. 
Spec~fic Aurhoriry 370.027(2) FS. UJ\I' lmplemen1cd 
370.025, 370.027 FS. HislO')'-New 6-3-96. 

46-31.005 Purpose and Intent; Repeal of 
Certain General and Special Acts. 

(1) The purpose and intent of Rules 46-31.006 
through 46-31.015 are to protect and conserve 
florida 's shrimp resources and to prov1oe 
comprehensive, unifonn management rules for 
shrimping to eliminate inconsistent, piecemeal local 
regulation of shrimp harvest. 

(2) Ir is the intent of these rules to expressly 
effect the repeal of and replace subsections (] ), (2), 
(3), and ponions of subsection (6) of Section 
370.15, Florida Statutes, paragraphs (4 )(c), (d), and 
(e), and ponions of subsection (5) of Section 
370.153, Florida Statutes, and Section 370 .157, 
Florida Statutes. It is the intent of these rules to 
repeal the last three distinct sentences of subsection 
(6) of Section 370.15, Florida Statutes, and 
para~raphs (b) and (d) of subsection (5) of Section 
370.153, Florida Statutes . The Marine Fisheries 
Commission has determined that the repeal of 
these provisions will not adversely affect the 
shnmp resources of the State of Florida. 

(3) The adoption of these rules is intended to 
coincide with the repeal of certain special acts 
(local laws) or ponions tnereof, which are rules of 
the Department of Natural Resources pursuant to 
subsection (5) of section 2 of Chapter 83-l 34, as 
amended by Chapter 84-121. Laws of Florida . 
These repeals are accomplished in Rules 46-3 .0l U 
through 46-3 .018 . 



!ff 
(R. 10196; 
46-31.006 DEI'ARTJ\1EJ\'T OF 1'ATURAL RESOURCES Y. 15, p. 378 

f 4) Rcrea.l of ronions of Charter 241 11 , Laws 
of Flonda ( 194 7), as amended ny Chapter 25423, 
Laws of Florida ( 1949) -

(a) The Marine Fisheries Commission hereby 
finds and declares that the rercal of Section I of 
Chapter 24111, Laws of Florida (l 947), as 
amended by Chapter 254:23 , Laws of Florida 
(1949), special acts applicable to Bay , Okaloosa, 
and Washington Counties, will not adversely affect 
the marine resources of those counties or of the 
State of Florida. The law closes all the inside 
v.:aters of these counties to all shrimp harvest of 
shrimp from July l through September 30 each 
year and from December 1 through March 31 of 
the succeeding year. 

(b) Section l of Chapter 24111, Laws of Florida 
(1947), as amended by Chapter 25423, Laws of 
Florida ( l 94 9) . a rule of the Depanment of 
Environmental Protection (forn1erly the Department 
of Natural Resources) pursuant to section 2, 
paragraph (5)(a) of Chapter 83-134, Laws of 
Florida, is hereby repealed . 
Spec~fic Aurhonry 370.027(2) FS .. sccrion .~ 2. 8. and 9, 
Choprcr 83-134. Laws of Florida . as amended by Cha pr er 
8.C.-121 , Laws oj Florida . Law lmplemenicd 370.025, 
370.027 FS .. sec11on.1 2, 8, and 9, Chapter 83-134, Laws 
of Florido, as amended by Chop1er s~-121 . Laws of 
Florida. Hisro0-New 1-1-92, Amended 9-30-96. 

46-31.006 Definitions. As used in Rules 
46-31.005 through the remainder of the chapter: 

(1) "Baiting" means the harvest of sluimp by 
cast net, in the vicinity of poles or stakes driven 
into the bonom, after a bait (substance used to 
attract shrimp) has been released in the area. 

(2) "Bar measurement" means the mesh size of 
a net as measured by the distance from the center 
of a knot to the center of an adjacent knot. 

(3) ''Big Bend Region" means all state waters 
of Jefferson, Taylor, Dix.ie, Levy, Citrus , Hernando, 
and Pasco Counties, and all state waters of 
\Vakulla County east of the following described 
line : 

Beginning at the St. Marks Lighthouse, 
proceed southerly on a straight line to 

Dashing channel marker # l ; thence, 
southerly in a straight line to a point on the 
state waters boundary where a straight line 
from flashing channel marker #I to Dashing 
bell buoy ¢:'24 intersects with said boundary. 

(4) "Body," as it relates to a pan of a shrimp 
trawl net, means the forward. larger ponion of a 
trawl, extend ing from wing to wing and from the 
leading edge of the net to the point of tail (cod 
end) attachmt:r1t. 

(5) "B rine Box" means a container holding 
w2ter that bs a higher salinit y than the 
surroundin& seawater tha t is generally used aboard 
a vessel to separate harvested shrimp from bycatch . 

(6) "Cod end," also known as the "tail " or 
' 'bag·· of a shrimp trawl, means the terminal 
cylinder of heavy webbing in which the catch is 
concentrated as the trawl is fished and which is 
closed at its rearmost extent by means of purse line 
or draw string . 

(7) "Food shrimp producer" means a person 

who is not a Jive bait shrimr producer, but is 
harvesting shrimp in quantnies greater than the bag 
limit specified in Rule. 46-31.007 , 

(8) "Frame net" means a net in the fom1 of an 
elongated bag kept open by a rigid frame that is 
buoyed by floats and is not fished or dragged 
along the bottom. 

(9) "Harvest" means the catching or ta.king of 
shrimp by any means whatsoever, followed by a 
reduction of such shrimp to possession . 

(10) "Inshore waters" means al I srate waters 
landward of the Colregs Demarcation Line . 

(11) " Land," when used in conjunction with the 
harvest of shrimp, means the physical act of 
bringing the harvested shrimp ashore . 

(12) "Live bait shrimp producer'' means any 
person harvesting shrimp pursuant to a valid 
license issued as provided in Section 370.15(8) or 
Section 370.153(3)(a), Florida Statutes. 

(13) "Nonheast Region" means all state waters 
of Nassau, Duval, St. Johns, Flagler, Volusia. and 
Brevard Counties, including all of the St. Johns 
River. 

( 14) "Northwest Region" means all state waters 
of Escambia. Santa Rosa, Okaloosa, Walton, Bay , 
Gulf, and Franklin Counties, and all state waters of 
Wakulla Counry west of the line described in 
subsection (3) of this rule. 

(15) ''Oner trawl" means a trawl with its mouth 
kept open by means of boards or "doors" on each 
side. 

(16) "Perimer.er" means the opening or entrance 
to a shrimp net or trawl formed and limited by 
anachment of the net mesh to a line or frame, 
which line or frame is securely anached so as to 
form a continuous perimeter around the leading 
edge of the net. The perimeter so formed is 
measured from point ta point alonf the line or 
frame forming the leading edge of the net. 

( l 7) ''Push net" means a mesh net or bag 
anached to the outer edges of a triangular or 
rectangular rigid frame with a handle attached that 
is fished by being pushed across the bonom by a 
person wading. 

(l 8) "Roller frame trawl" means a trawl with 
all of the following features: 

(a) A rect.2.ngular rigid frame to keep the mouth 
open while being towed. 

(b) The lower horizontal beam of the frame has 
rollers to allow the trawl to roll over the bonom 
and any obstructions while being towed. 

(c) The trawl opening is shielded by a grid of 
venicaJ bars . 

(d) The trawl i~ towed by attaching a line or 
towing cable to 2 tongue located above or at the 
center of the upper horizontal beam of the frame. 

(e) The trawl has no doors anached to keep the 
mouth of the trawl open. 

(19) ''Shrimp" means an y decapod crustacean 
of the species Penacl.'s avecus (brown shrimp). 
Penaeu.s brasiliensis (pinksported shrimp), Penaeus 
duoraru.m (pink shrimp), Penaeu.1 scriferus (white 
shrimp), Trachypenacus consrrictus (roughneck 
shrimp), Trachypenaeus similis (roughback shrimp), 
and Xiphopenacu·s kroyeri (seabob) . 
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f:.) Repeal of ponions of Ch3pter 24111, Laws 
of Ronda ( 19:.7). as amended [1y Chapter 25423, 
Laws of Ronda ( 1949) -

(a) The Manne Fisheries Commission hereby 
finds and declares that the repeal of Section 1 of 
Chapter 24111. Laws of Florida (194 7). as 
amended by Chapter 25423, Laws of Florida 
(1949), speciaJ acts applicable ta Bay. Okaloosa, 
and Washing10n Counties, will not adversely affect 
the marine resources of those counties or of the 
State of Florida. The law closes all the inside 
waters of these counties tO all shrimp harvest of 
shrimp from July 1 through September 30 each 
year and from December l through March 31 of 
the succeeding year. 

(b) Section l of Chapter 241 J 1, Laws of Florida 
(1947). as amended by Chapter 25423. Laws of 
Florida (194 9). a rule of the Department of 
Environmental Protection (formerly the Depanment 
of Natural Resources) pursuant to section '> 

paragraph (5)(a) of Chapter 83-134, Laws of 
Florida. is hereby repeaJed. 
Specific Authnnn 370.027(2) FS .. sections 2, S. and 9, 
Chapter 83-134. l...LJw5 of Florida. as amended by Chapter 
8~-121, Laws of Florida . Law /mplemcnicd 370.025. 
370.02i FS .. sec/Ions 2, 8, and 9, Chap1cr 83-134, l...Liws 
of Florida, as amended by Chap1cr 8~-121. Laws of 
Florida. His10r_.-New J-J-92., Amended 9-30-96. 

46-31.006 Definitions. As used in Rules 
46-31.005 through the remainder of the chapter: 

(1) "Baiting" means the harvest of shrimp by 
cast net, in the vicinity of poles or stakes driven 
into the bonom. after a bait (substance used to 
anract shrimp) has been released in the area. 

(2) "Bar measurement" means the mesh size of 
a net as measured by the distance from the center 
of a knot to the cemer of an adjacent knot. 

(3) "Big Bend Region" means all state waters 
of Jefferson, Taylor, Dix.ie. Levy, Citrus, Hernando. 
and Pasco Counties. and all state waters of 
Wakulla County east of the following described 
line: 

Beginning at the St. Marks Lighthouse. 
proceed southerly on a straight line to 
flashing channel marker # 1: thence, 
southerly in a straight line to a point on the 
state waters boundary where a straight line 
from flashing channel marker ~ l to Oashrng 
bell buoy #24 intersects with said boundary. 

(4) ''Body," as it relates to a pan of a shrimp 
trawl net. means the forward. larger ponion of a 
trawl. extending from wing to wing and from the 
leading edge of the net to the point of tail (cod 
end) attachmtr-1t. 

(5) "Brine Box" means a container holding 
\1.'2ter tha: r.::i.s '• highei" S3iinity than the 
surrounding se3water that is generally used aboJrd 
2 vessel to separate harvested srmmp from bycatch. 

(6) "Cod end," also known 2s the "tail" or 
"b2&.. of a shrimp trawl, means the term.in al 
cylinder of heavy webbing in which the catch is 
concentrated as the trawl is fished and which is 
closed at its rearmost extent by means of purse line 
or draw string. 

(7) "Food shrimp producer" means a person 

who is not a live bait shrimp producer. but is 
harvesting shrimp in quantnies frenter than the bag 
limit specified in Rule 46-31.007 . 

(8) "Frame nc.!" mcnns a net in the form of an 
elongated bag kept open by a rigid frame that is 
buoyed by floats and is not fished or dragged 
along the bottom. 

(9) "Harvest" means the catching or taking of 
shrimp by any means whatsoever. followed by a 
reduction of such shrimp to possession. 

(10) "Inshore waters" means all state waters 
landward of the Colregs Demarcation Line. 

(1 I) "Land," when used in conjunction with the 
harvest of shrimp, means the physical act of 
bringing the harvested shrimp as hore . 

(12) "Live bait shrimp producer'' means any 
person harvesting shrimp pursuant to a valid 
license issued as provided in Section 370.15(8) or 
Section 370.153(3)(a). Florida Statutes. 

(13) "Nonheast Region" means all state waters 
of Nassau, Duval, St. Johns, Flagler, Volusia. and 
Brevard Counties, including all of the St. Johns 
River. 

( 14) "Nonhwest Region" means all state waters 
of Escambia. Sama Rosa, Okaloosa_ Walton. Bay, 
Gulf, and Franklin Counties, and all state waters of 
Wakulla Counry west of the line described in 
subsection (3) of this rule. 

(15) "Oner trawl'' means a trawl with its mouth 
kept open by means of boards or "doors" on each 
side. 

(16) "Perimeter" means the opening or entrance 
to a shrimp net or trawl formed and limited by 
anachment of the net mesh to a line or frame, 
which line or frame is securely attached so as to 
form a continuous pe.rimeter around the leading 
edge of the net. The perimeter so formed is 
measured from point to point alonb the line or 
frame forming the leading edge of the net. 

(17) "Push net'' means a mesh net or bag 
anached to the outer edges of a triangular or 
rectangular rigid frame with a handle attached that 
is fished by being pushed across the bonom by a 
person wadin£. 

(18) "Roller frame trawl" means a trawl with 
all of the following features: 

(a) A rectangular rigid frame to keep the mouth 
open while being towed. 

- (b) The lower horizontal beam of the frame has 
rollers to allow the trawl to roll over the bonom 
and any obstructions while being towed. 

(c) The trawl opening is shielded by a grid of 
venicaJ bars . 

(d) The trawl is towed by attaching a line or 
towing cable to 2 tongue located above or at the 
center of the upper honzontaJ beam of the frame. 

(e) The trawl has no doors anached to keep the 
mouth of the trawl open. 

(19) "Shrimp" means any decapod crustacean 
of the species Penacus az.recus (brown shrimp). 
Penaeus brasiliensis (pinksponed shrimp), Penaeus 
duorarum (pink shrimp). Penacus scnferus (white 
shrimp), Trachypenacus consrncrus (roughneck 
shrimp), Trachypenaeus similis (roughback shrimp), 
and Xiphopenaeu's kroyeri (seabob) . 
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(20) "Southeast Region·· means all state waters 
of Indian River, St. Lucie, Manin, Palm Beach, 
Broward, Dade, and Monroe Counties. 

(21) ''Southwest Region" means all state waters 
of Pinellas, Hillsborough, Manatee 1 Sarasota, 
Charlotte, Lee, and Collier Counties. 

(22) "Tampa Bay" means all waters of the bay 
east and north of the Sunshine Skyway Bridge 
(U .S. 19 and Interstate 275). 

(23) "Trawl" means a net in the fonn of an 
elongated bag with the mouth kepr open by various 
means and fished by being towed or dragged on 

the bottom. 
(24) "Trip" means a fishing trip of whatever 

duration which begins with depanure of the fishing 
vessel from a dock, berth, beach, seawall. or ramp 
and which tenninates with rerurn to a dock. berth, 
beach, seawall, or ramp. 

(25) "Try net'' means a small oner trawl used 
to test waters for the presence or size of shrimp. 

(26) "Wing net" means a net in the fonn of an 
elongated bag kept open by a rigid frame that is 
anached to either side of a vessel, and is not towed 
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behind a vessel or dragged along the bottom. 
Specific luahority 370.027(2) FS. Law lmpleme.n~d 

370.025, 370.027 FS. History-New J-J-92, Amended 
3-16-93, 11-29-93, 10-3-94, 6-3-96. 

46-31.007 Statewide Recreational Shrimping 
Restrictions. Except for persons harvesting 
shrimp rommercially as either a food shrimp 
oroducer or a hve bait shrimp producer, each 
f,erson harvesting shrimp in or on the waters of the 
st..at.e shall comply w.ith the requirements specified 
in this rule. 

(1) Bag Limit -
(a) No person shall harvest more than five 

gallons of shrimp, he.ads on, per day; provided, 
however, that two or more harvesters a.board .a 
single vessel fo or on the waters of the state shall 
be subject to the vessel possession limit specified 
in paragraph (b). 

(b) The possession of more than five gallons of 
shrimp, heads on, aboard a vessel in or on the 
waters of the st.ate or on any dock, pjer, bridge, 
bead~ or other fishing site adjacent to such waters, 
at any time is prohibited.. 

(c) All shrimp harvested pursuant to this rule 
shall be landed in a whole condjtion. The 
debead..ing of such shrimp before lancting is 
prohibited. 

(2) Allowable Gear - No person subject to the 
requirements of this rule shall use any type of gear 
to harvest shrimp other than those types of gear 
specified herein: 

(a) Landing or dip net with an opening no larger 
than 96 inches around the perimeter. 

(b) Cast net with a radius no greater than 12112 
f eeL 

(c) Push neL 
(d) One frame net with an opening no larger 

than 16 feet .around the pcr-imeter, if deployed from 
a vessel or from a structure other than an 
operational bridge or causeway or catwalk attached 
to such bridge or causeway. 

(e) Shrimp traps meeting the requirements of 
Section 370.15(5), Florida Statutes. 

(f) Beach or haul seine with a mesh area no 
larger than 500 'square fee~ 

(3) Baiting - A person harvesting shrimp 
pursuant to this rule may use a cast net in 
conjunction with non.rnet.a.1 poles to bait shrimp if 
such use is in compliance with the following 
restrictions. 

(a) No more than 5 poles shall be set. at any one 
time by any person. 

(b) Each pole may not exceed one inch in 
diameter. 

(c) Poles shall be driven into the bottom, set no 
clo.ser than 10 yards apart, and the distance 
between the first and last pole shall not exceed 50 
yards. 

(d) Poles shall only be set, fished, and retrieved 
during daylight hours. The term .. daylight hours" 
means the period beginning 112 hour before official 
sunrise and continuing through 1/2 hour after 
official sunset, each day. All poles shall be 
removed each day by 112 hour after official sunset. 

(e) Each pole shall be marked witb wrute 

reflective tape, 
(f) No pole shall be set within 50 yards of .any 

dock, pier, public boat landing or ramp, se.awall, 
jetty, or bridge. 

(g) Poles shall be tended at all times. The term 
"tend•' means that the harvester is witlUn 100 
yards of the nearest pole al .all times. 

(h) Persons harvesting shrimp by this method 
shall ·be subject to the bag limit specified in 
subsection (1 ). 
SfH!cific Authority 370.027(2) FS. Lo.w lmp~n~d 
370.025, 370.027 FS. Hislory-New J-1-92, Amended 
J-J-96, 6-3-96. 

46-31.008 Statewide Live BaH Shrimp 
Production Restrictions. Ea.ch person harvesting 
shrimp in or on the waters of .the staie as a live 
bait shrimp producer shall comply with the 
requirements specified in tills ruJe.. 

(1) Allowable Gear -
(a) Except as provided in paragraph (b) for the 

Northeast Reg1on, no person shall harvest shrimp 
as a live bait .shrimp producer wjth any type of 
gear other than a roller frame trawl meeting the 
following specifications: 

1. Neither the upper or lower horizontal beam 
on a roller frame trawl so used is greater than 16 
feet in length. 

2. The vertical bars sruelding the trawl opening 
are spaced no more than 3 inches apart. 

3. No more than two such trawls, unconnected, 
shall be towed by a single vessel at .any time. 

-4. The netting of the trawl shall be no larger in 
mesh area than specifie<l by Rule 4&31.0035(2). 

(b) In the Northeast Region, except as provided 
for Volusia County in Rule 46-3.008(3)(g), no 
person shall harvest shrimp as a live bait shrimp 
producer with any type of gear other than those 
specified herein: 

1. A roller frame trawl meeting the 
specifications prescribed in paragraph (a) of this 
subsection. 

2. An otter trawl meeting the specifications of 
Rule 46-31.003. 

(c) No trawl sh.all be used for live bait shrimp 
production that has a mesh size less than 5/8 inch 
bar measurement in the body of the net and less 
than 112 inch bar measurement in the cod end. 

(2) Live Well :Requirements -
(a) Except as provided in paragraph (b), each 

person harvesting shrimp in or on the waters of the 
staie as a live bait shrimp producer shall have 
aboard the vesse1 being used for such harvest a 
continuously circulating live well with a capacity 
of at least 16 cubjc feet of water for the pllrpQSe of 
mainta.Irnng harvested shrimp in a healthy 
condjtion. Each person selling live bait shrimp as a 
wholesale or retail dealer shall store and transport 
such shrimp in a continuously circulating live well, 
with a capacity of at least 64 cubic feet of water in 
the storage facility and 32 cubic feet of water on ., 
any delivery verucle, for the purpose of 
maintaining the shrimp in a healthy condjtion until 
transfer of possession upon sale. 

(b) In Nassau, Duval, St. Johns, and Flagler 
Cou_nties, shrimp harvested as live bait pursuant to 
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behind a vessel or dragged a.long the bottom. 
Sp~cific A.uth.orit)• 370.027(2) FS. law im.p~ni.ed 

370.025, 370.027 FS. History-New l·l-92, A.mended 
3-16-93, J 1-29-93, 10·3·94, 6-3-96. 

46-31.007 Stauwide Recreational Shrimping 
Restrictions.. Except for persons harvesting 
shrimp commercially as either a food shrimp 
producer or a live biUt shrimp producer, each 
person harvesting shrimp in or on the wa1ers of the 
sUlte shall comply with the requirements specified 
in this rule. 

(1) Bag Limit -
(a) No person shall harvest more than five 

gallons of shrimp, he.ads on, per day; provided, 
however, that two or more harvesters aboard a 
single vessel in or on the waters of the state shall 
be subject to the vessel possessjon limit specified 
in paragraph (b). 

(b) The possession of more than five gallons of 
shrimp, heads on, a.board a vessel in or on the 
waters of the st.at.e or on any dock. pier, bridge, 
beach, or oilier fishing site adjacent to such waters, 
at any time is prohibited. 

(c) All ·shrimp harveste.d pursuant to this rule 
shall be landed in a whole conctit.ion. The 
debeading of such shrimp before lanrung is 
prohibited. 

(2) Allowable Gear - No person subject to the 
requirement5 of this ru.le shall use any type of gear 
to harvest shrimp other than those types of gear 
specified herein: 

(a) Landing or dip net with an opening no ]arger 
than 96 inches around the perimeter. 

(b) Cast net with a radius no greater than 121!2 
f eeL 

(c) Push neL 
(d) One frame net with an opening no larger 

than 16 feet around the perimeter, if deployed from 
a vessel or from a structure other than an 
operational bridge or causeway or catwalk attached 
to such bridge or causeway. 

(e) Shrimp traps meeting the requirements of 
Section 370.15(5), Florida Statutes. 

(f) Beach or haul seine with a mesh area no 
larger than 500 square feet 

(3) Baiting - A person harvesting shrimp 
pursuant to this ru1e may use a cast net in 
conjunction with nonmetal poles to bait shrimp if 
such use is in compliance with the following 
restrictions. 

(a) No more than 5 poles shall be set .at any one 
time by any person. 

(b) Each pole may not exceed one inch in 
diameter. 

(c) Poles shall be driven into the bottom, set no 
closer than 10 yards apart, and the distance 
between the first and last pole shall not exceed 50 
yards. 

(d) Poles shall only be set, fished, and retrieved 
during daylight hours. The term ··daylight hours" 
means the period beginrung ln hour before official 
sunrise and continuing through in hour after 
official sunset, each day. All poles shall be 
removed each day by 1!2 hour aft.er official sunset. 

(e) Each pole shall be marked with white 

reflective tape. 
(f) No pole shall be set within 50 yards of ADY 

dock, pier, public boat landing or ramp, seawall, 
jetty, or bridge. 

(g) Poles shall be tended at all times. The term 
.. tend" me.ans that the harvester is within 100 
yards of the De.Me.st pole at fill times. 

(h) Persons harvesting shrimp by this method 
shall ·be subject to the bag limit specified in 
subsection (l ). 
Specific Authority 370.027(2) FS. Lo.w lmplonenid 
370.025, 370.027 FS. History-New 1-1·92, /..ml!:ntied 
1·1·96, 6-3-96. 

46-31.008 Statewide Live Bait Shrimp 
Productio.n Restrictions. Each person harvesting 
shrimp in or on the waters of ,the stale as a live 
bait shrimp producer shall comply with the 
requirements specified in this rule. 

(l) Allowable Gear -
(a) Except .as provided in paragraph (b) for the 

Northeast Region. no person shall harvest shrimp 
as a live bait shrimp producer with any type of 
gear other than a roller frame trawl meeting the 
following specifications: 

1. Neither the upper or lower horizontal beam 
on a roller frame tra w 1 so used is greater than 16 
feet in length. 

2. The vertical bars shielding the trawl opening 
are spaced no more than 3 inches apart. 

3. No more than two such trawls, unconnected, 
shall be towed by a single vessel at any time. 

A. The netting of the trawl shall be no larger in 
mesh area than specified by Rule 46-31.0035(2). 

(b) In the Northeast Region, except as provided 
for Volusia County in Rule 46-3.008(3)(g), no 
person shall harvest shrimp as a live bah shrimp 
producer with any type of gear other than those 
specified herein: 

1. A roller frame trawl meeting the 
specifications prescribed in paragraph (a) of this 
subsection. 

2. An otter trawl meeting the specifications of 
Rule 46-31.003. 

(c) No trawl shall be used for live bait shrimp 
production that has a mesh size less than 5/8 inch 
bar measurement in the body of the net and less 
than 112 inch bar measurement in the cod end. 

(2) Live Well .Requirements -
(a) Except as provided in paragraph (b), each 

person harvesting shrimp in or on the -waters of the 
state as a live bait shrimp producer shall have 
aboard the vessel being used for sud:i harvest a 
continuously circulating live ·weJl with a capacity 
of at least 16 cubic feet of water for the purpo.se of 
ma.intarnrng harvested shrimp in a healthy 
condition. Each person selling ljve bait shrimp as a 
wholesale or retail de.aler shall store and transport 
such shrimp in a continuously circulating live well, 
with a capacity of at least 64 cubic feet of water in 
the storage facility and 32 cubic feet of water on 
any delivery vehicle, for the purpose of 
maintaining the shrimp in a healthy condition until 
transfer of possession upon sale. 

(b) In Nassau, Duval, SL Johns, and Flagler 
Cou_nt.ies, shrimp harvested as live bait pursuant to 
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this rule sha.11 be coostantJ y maintained io wet u ve 
storage condition to nunimize monality. All such 
shrimp harvested by use of allowable trawling gear 
shall be directly and expeditiously transported from 
the harvesting vesse] to onshore facilities on the 
premises of a licensed wholesale or retail saltwater 
products dealer with equipment functioning to 
maintain the quality of shrimp delivered in a live, 
healthy condition. Shrimp so delivered shall be 
placed in a tank of de.an saline, aerated waler at 
that facility and shall be maintained alive 
throughout all bandllng and storage processes. 
Equipment to maintain live bait shrimp during 
harvest pursuant to this rule and during subsequent 
transport and storage shall, at a rninimwn, meet the 
following requirements. 

1. Vessel requirements - Each vessel engaged 
in the harvest of live bait shrimp in these counties 
pursuant to this rule shall be equipped witb a 
waiertight tank, containing a minimum of l 6 cub)c 
feet of continuously aerated saline water during 
such harvest and during transport of any live bait 
shrimp. 

2. Vehicle requirements - Each verucle used to 
transport live bait shrimp harvested jn these 
counties pursuant to this rule shall be equipped 
with a watertight tank, containing a minimum of 
32 cubic feet of continuously aerated saline water 
during transport and holding OD the verude. 

3. Storage requirements - Each facility used to 
st.ore live bait shrimp harvested pursuant to this 
ruJe, on the ·premises of a licensed wholesale or 
retail saltwater products dealer, shall be equipped 
with a watertight tank, containing a minimum of 
32 cubic feet of continuously aerated saline water 
during storage. 

(3) No person harvesting shrimp in or on the 
waters of the state shall operate as a live bait 
shrimp producer and as a food shrimp producer or 
a recreational harvester on the same trip. No 
person shall sell or off er for sale shrimp harvested 
pursuant to a live bait shrimping license as 
anythjng other than bait; provided, however, that 
shrimp harvested pursuant to a live bait shrimping 
'License in the waters of Nassau, Duval, SL Johns, 
and Flagler Counties shall not be sold or offered 
for sale as anything other than live bait. 

(4) Each person harvesting shrimp in or on the 
waiers of the state as a live bait shrimp producer 
shall land such shrimp from the harvesting vessel. 
The transfer of such shrimp to another vessel while 
in or on the waters of the state is prohibited. 

(5)(a) Except as provided in paragraph (b) for 
the specified waters of the Northeast Region, no 
person harvesting shrimp in or on the waters of the 
state as a live bait shrimp producer shall possess 
aboard the vessel at any time more than 5 gallons 
of de.ad shrimp, heads on. 

(b) In the inshore waters of Nassau and Duval 
Counties, no person harvesting shrimp as a live 
bait shrimp producer shall possess aboard the 
vessel at any time more than I gallon of dead 
shrimp, heads on. 

Specific Authority 370.027(2) FS. !Aw lmpkmenzed 
370.025, 370.027 FS. His1ory-New 1-1-92. Amu1dt:d 
J 0-3-94, 1-1-96. 

46-31.009 Statewide Food Shrimp Production 
Restrid.ions. The following requirements shall 
apply to each person harvesting shrimp in or on 
the waters of the state as a food shrimp ixoducer. 
Ea.ch such person shall also comply with the 
regional food shrimp production requirement.5 of 
Rules 46-31.010 through ·46-31.015 and the area or 
seasonal closures in the remainder of the chapter. 

(1) Size Limit -
(a) Each person harvesting shrimp in or on state 

waters as a food shrimp producer shall possess 
shrimp that are of legal size. Shrimp shall be 
considered of legal size if all the shrimp in 
possession of the harvester are determined to have 
an average count not exceeding 47 shrimp per 
pound with the heads on or 70 shrimp per pound 
with the heads off. An average count shall be 
determined separately for the two portions of the 
catch consisting of he.ads-on and he.ads-off shrimp. 
The average count shall be determined by sampling 
the catch at five different locations selected 
randomly to be as widely separated with.in the 
catch or portion of the catch as practicable. Each 
sample shall consist of at least one pound of 
shrimp. The counts of each of these five samples 
shall be averaged to determine the average coum 
for the catch or port.ion of the catch. This 
subsection shall not apply to any seabob 
(Xiphopenaeus kroyen) rn possession of the 
harvester. 

(b) Beginning January 1, 1994, the size limit 
provisions of para.graph (a) shall not apply in the 
Big Bend Reg.ion. 

(c) Beginning July 1, 1996, the size limit 
provisions of paragraph (a) shall not .apply in the 
Northeast Reg.ion. 

(d) The size limit provisions of paragraph (a) 
shall not apply in any of the waters of the 
Northwest Region east of the line formed by 
85°13 .50' West Longitude. 

(2) No person harvesting shrimp in or on stale 
waters as a food shrimp producer shall use a brine 
box to separate shrimp from other specjes or 
possess a brine box aboard the vessel used for such 
harvest 

(3)(a) A person harvesting shrimp in or on 
nearshore and inshore Florida waters where the use 
of otter trawls is allowed may use a single try net 
with a headrope length not greater than 10 feet and 
a perimeter around the leading edge of the net not 
greater than 30 feet if such try net is pulled 
immediately in front of another trawl or is not 
connected to another trawl in any way. Such try 
net shall have a mesh siz.e no smaller than that 
allowed in this chapter for trawls in the region 
where used. The try net shall be no larger in mesh 
area than specified by Rule 46-31.0035(2) and 
shall be considered as one of the two unconnected 
trawls allowed in those regions where two trawls 
are allowed for food shrimp production. 

(b) A person harvesting shrimp in or on the 
waters of the st.ate other than nearshore and inshore 
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Florida waters where the use of oner trawls is 
allowed may use a single try net w)th a headrope 
length not greater than 20 feet and a perimeter 
around the leading edge of the net greater than 60 
feet if such try net is pulled immediately in front 
of another trawl or trawls or is not connected to 
another trawl in any way. Such try net shall have a 
mesh size no smaller than that allowed in this 
chapter for trawls in the region where used. 

(4) No person harvesting shrimp in or on the 
waters of the state shall operate as a food shrimp 
producer and as a live bait shrimp producer or 
recreational harvester on the same trip. 
Specific Authoriry 370.027(2) FS. Law Implemented 
370.025, 370.027 FS. History-New 1-1-92, Amcrukd 
11-29-93, J-J-96, 7-16-96. 

46-31.010 Northwest Region Food Shrimp 
Production Gear Specifications. Each person 
harvesting shrimp in the Northwest Region as a 
food shrimp producer shall comply with the 
requirements specified in this rule. 

( l) Allowable Gear - No person shall harvest 
shrimp in the nearshore and inshore Florida waters 
of the region as a food shrimp producer with any 
type of gear other than: 

(a) A roller frame trawl meeting the following 
specifications: 

1. Neither the upper or lower horizontal beam 
on a roller frame trawl so used is greater than 16 
feet in length. 

2. The venical bars shielding the trawl opening 
are spaced no further than 3 inches apan. 

3. No more than two such trawls, unconnected, 
shall be towed by a single vessel at any time. 

4. The netting of the trawl shall be no larger in 
mesh area than specified by Rule 46-31.0035(2). 

(b) No more than two unconnected oner trawls, 
each with .a perimeter around the leading edge of 
the net not greater than 66 feet and .a net no larger 
in mesh area than specified by Rule 46-31.0035(2). 
The two oner trawls allowed in the nearshore and 
inshore Florida waters of this region shall include 
any try net being towed. 

(2) No trawl shall be .used for food shrimp 
production in the inshore waters of the Northwest 
Region that has a mesh size less than 3/4 inch bar 
measurement in the body of the net .and 5/8 .inch 
bar measurement -in the cod end. ln any trawl with 
a rigid turtle excluder device (TED), the .section of 
netting surrounding the device shall have a mesh 
size no smaller than 1/2 inch bar measurement and 
shall be no more than 50 meshes in total lengili. 

(3) No otter trawl shall be used for food shrimp 
product.ion in the Northwest Region that is not in 
compliance with Rule 46-31.004. 
Specific Aurhoriry 370.027(2) FS. Law Implemented 
370.025, 370.027 FS. Hiswry-New 1 -J-92, Amended 
1-1-96. 

46-31.011 Big Bend Region Food Shrimp 
Production Gear Specifications. Each person 
harvesting shrimp in the Big Bend Region as a 
food shrimp producer shall comply with the 
requirements specified in this rule. 

(1) Allowable Gear - No person shall harvest 

shrimp in the region as a food shrimp producer 
with any type of gear other than a roller frame 
trawl meeting the following specifications: 

(a) Neither the upper or lower horizontal beam 
on a roller frame trawl so used is greater than 16 
feet in length. If used in nearshore or inshore 
Florida waters of the region, the netting of the 
trawl shall be no larger in mesh area than specified 
by Rule 46-31.0035(2). 

(b) The venical bars shielding the trawl opening 
are spaced no further than 3 inches · :apart. 

(c) No such trawl shall have a mesh size Jess 
than 3/4 inch bar measurement in the body of the 
net and 5/8 inch bar measurement in the cod end. 

(d) ln the ne.arshore and inshore Florida waters 
of the region, no more than rwo such trawls, 
unconnected, shall be towed by a single vessel at 
any time. In all other waters of the region, no 
more than four such trawls shall be towed by a 
single vessel at any time. 

(2) Each person harvesting shrimp in the region 
as a food shrimp producer shall comply with Rule 
46-38.003. 
Specific Auchoriry 370.027(2) FS. Law lmpiemenled 
370.025, 370.027 FS. History-New 1-1-92, Amerukd 
J-1-96. 

46-31.012 Southwest Region Food Shrimp 
Production Gear Specifications. Each person 
harvesting shrimp in the Southwest Region as a 
food shrimp producer shall comply with the 
requirements specified in this rule. 

(1) Allowable Gear - No person shall harvest 
shrimp in the nearshore and inshore Florida waters 
of the region as a food shrimp producer with any 
type of gear other than: 

(a) A roller frame rrawl meeting the following 
specifications: 

1. Neither the upper or lower horizontal beam 
on a roller frame trawl so used is greater than 16 
feet in length. 

2 . The vertical bars shielding the trawl opening 
are spaced no further than 3 inches apart. 

3. No more than two such trawls, unconnected. 
shall be towed by a single vessel at any time. 

4. The netting of the trawl shall be no larger in 
mesh area than specified .by Rule 46-31.0035(2). 

(b) An otter trawl meeting any one of the 
following specifications: 

1. Except in Tampa Bay, in all waters of the 
region landward of the tenitorial sea base line, a 
single oner trawl with a perimeter :around the 
leading edge of the net not greater than 66 feet -and 
a mesh arec. no larger than specified by Rule 
46-31.0035(2). 

2. In all waters of the region berween the 
tenitorial sea base line and a line three miles 
seaward of and parallel to said line, no more than 
two unconnected otter trawls, each with a 
perimeter around the leading edge of the net not , 
greater than 66 feet and a mesh area no larger than 
specified by Rule 46-31.0035(2) . The two otter 
trawls allowed in these waters shall include any try 
net being towed. 

3 . In Tampa Bay, no more than two 
unconnected otter trawls, each with a perimeter 
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Florida waters where the use of oner trawls is 
allowed may use a single try net with a headrope 
length not greater than 20 feet and a perimeter 
around the leading edge of the net greater than 60 
feet if such try net is pulled immediately in front 
of another trawl or trawls or is not connected to 
another trawl in ADY way. Such try net shall have a 
mesh size no smaller than that allowed in th.is 
chapter for trawls in the region where used. 

(4) No person harvesting shrimp in or on the 
waters of the sta.te shall operate as a food shrimp 
producer and as a live bait shrimp producer or 
recreational harvester on the same trip. 
Sptcific Aurhoriry 370.027(2) FS. Law Implemented 
370.025, 370.027 FS. Hisrory-N~w J-J-92, Amr:rukd 
JJ-29-93, 1-1-96, 7-16-96. 

46-31.010 Northwest Region Food Shrimp 
Production Gear Specifications. Each person 
harvesting shrimp in the Northwest Region as a 
food shrimp producer shall comply with the 
requirements specified in this rule. 

( 1) AJlowable Gear - No person shall harvest 
shrimp in the nearshore and inshore Florida waters 
of the region as a food shrimp producer with any 
type of gear other than: 

(a) A roller frame trawl meeting the foJlowing 
specifications: 

1. Neither the upper or lower horizontal beam 
on a roller frame rrawl so used is greater than 16 
feet in length. 

2. The vertical bars shielding the trawl opening 
are spaced no further than 3 inches apart. 

3. No more than two such trawls, unconnected, 
shall be towed by a single vessel at any time. 

4. The netting of the rrawl shall be no larger in 
mesh area than specified by Rule 46-31.0035(2). 

(b) No more than two unconnected otter trawls 1 

each with .a perimeter around the leading edge of 
the net not greater than 66 feet and a net no larger 
in mesh area than specified by Rule 46-31.0035(2). 
The two oner rrawls allowed in the nearshore and 
inshore Florida waters of this region shall include 
any try net being towed. 

(2) No trawl shall be · used for food shrimp 
production in the inshore waters of the Northwest 
Region that has a mesh size less than 3/4 inch bar 
measurement in the body of the net and 5/8 .inch 
bar measurement in the cod end. In any trawl with 
a rigid turtle excluder device (TED), the .section of 
netting surrounding the device shall have a mesh 
size no smaller than 1/2 inch bar measurement and 
shall be no more than 50 meshes in total length. 

(3) No otter trawl shall be used for food shrimp 
product.ion in the Nonhwest Region that is not in 
compliance with Rule 46-31.004. 
Specific Au.rhoriry 370.027(2) FS. Law Implemented 
370.025, 370.027 FS. History-New ) ·l-92, Amended 
l ·l-96. 

4-0-31.011 Big Bend Region Food Shrimp 
Production Gear Specifications. Each person 
harvesting shrimp in the Big Bend Region as a 
food shrimp producer shall comply with the 
requirements specified in this rule. 

(1) Allowable Gear - No oerson shall harvest 

shrimp in the region as a food shrimp producer 
with any type of gear other than a roller frame 
trawl meeting the following specifications: 

(a) Neither the upper or lower horiz.onta.l beam 
on a roller frame trawl so used is greater than 16 
feet in length. If used in nearshore or inshore 
Florida waters of the region, the nerting of the 
trawl shall be no larger in mesh area than specified 
by Rule 46-31.0035(2). 

(b) The vertical bars shielding the trawl opening 
are spaced no further than 3 inches · .:apart. 

(c) No such trawl shall have a mesh siz.e less 
than 3/4 inch bar measurement in the body of the 
net and 5/8 inch bar measurement in the cod end. 

(d) In the nearshore and inshore Florida waters 
of the region, no more than two such trawls, 
unconnected, shall be towed by a single vessel at 
any time. In all other waters of the region, no 
more than four such trawls shall be towed by a 
single vessel at any time. 

(2) Ea.ch person harvesting shrimp in the region 
as a food shrimp producer shall comply with Rule 
46-38.003. 
Specific Authoriry 370.027(2) FS. Law lmplr:menu:d 
370.025, 370.027 FS. Histo~ew 1-1-92, Amerukd 
1-1-96. 

46-31.012 Southwest Region Food Shrimp 
Production Gear Specifications. Each person 
harvesting shrimp in the Southwest Region as a 
food shrimp producer shall comply with the 
requirements specified in this rule. 

(1) Allowable Gear - No person shall harvest 
shrimp in the nearshore and inshore Florida waters 
of the region as a food shrimp producer with any 
type of gear other than: 

(a) A roller frame trawl meeting the following 
specifications: 

1. Neither the upper or lower horizontal beam 
on a roller frame trawl so used is greater than 16 
feet in length. 

2. The vertical bars shielding the trawl opening 
are spaced no further than 3 inches apart. 

3. No more than two such trawls, unconnected, 
shall be towed by a single vessel at any time. 

4. The netting of the trawl shall be no larger in 
mesh area than specified by Rule 46-31.0035(2). 

(b) An otter trawl meeting any one of the 
following specifications: 

1. Except in Tampa Bay, in all waters of the 
region landward of the tenitorial sea base line, a 
single otter trawl with a perimeter around the 
leading edge of the net not greater than 66 feet and 
a mesh area no larger than specified by Rule 
46-31 .0035(2). 

2. Jn all waters of the region between the 
tenitorial sea base line and a line three miles 
seaward of and parallel to said line, no more than 
two unconnected otter trawls, each with a 
perimeter around the leading edge of the net not , 
greater than 66 feet and a mesh area no larger than 
specified by Rule 46-31.0035(2). The two otter 
trawls allowed in these waters shaJl include any try 
net being towed. 

3. In Tampa Bay, no more than two 
unconnected otter trawls . each with a oerimeter 





(R. 7196) 
46-31.0155 DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES \'. 15, p. 382 

around the leading edge of the net not gre.al.er than 
66 feet. and a mesh area no larger than specified by 
Rule 46-31.0035(2). The two oner trawls allowed 
in Tampa Bay shall include any try net being 
towed. 

(2) No trawl shall be used for food shrimp 
p-oduction in the inshore waters of the Southwest 
Regjon that has a mesh size less than 7 /8 inch bar 
measurement in the body of the net and 3/4 inch 
bar measurement in the cod end. ln any trawl with 
a rig.id turtle excluder device (TED), the section of 
nening surrounding the device shall have a mesh 
size no snuller than 5/8 inch bar measurement and 
shall be no more than 50 meshes in total length. 

(3) No oner trawl shall be used for food shrimp 
production in the Southwest Region that is not in 
compliance with RuJe 46-31.004. 
Specific AUJhoriry 370.027(2) FS. Law lmplanentd 
370.025, 370.027 FS. His1ory-New 1-1 -92, Amended 
1-1-96. 

46-31.013 Southeast Region Food Shrimp 
Production Gear Specifications. No person shall 
harvest shrimp in the ne.arshore and inshore Florida 
waters of the Southeast Region as a food shrimp 
producer with any lYf>e of gear other than: 

(1) A wing net meeting the following 
specif.i cations: 

(a) No wing net sha]] have an opening Jarger 
than 28 feet · around the perimeter. 

(b) No more than two unconnected wing nets 
shall be anached to or fished from a single vessel. 

(c) No wing net shall be fished by towing or 
dragging it over the bouom. 

(d) Each wing net shall be no larger in mesh 
area than specified by Rule 46-31.0035(2). 

(2) A frame net deployed from a vessel meeting 
the following specifications: 

(a) No frame net shall have an opening larger 
than 28 feet around the perimeter. 

(b) No more than one frame net shall be fished 
from a single vessel and no frame net shall be 
fished from a vessel also using wing nets. 

(c) No frame net shall be fished by towing or 
dragging jt over the bouom. 

(d) Each frame net shall be no larger in mesh 
area than specified by Rule 46-31.0035(2). 
Specific AUJhoriry 370.027(2) FS. Law Jmpkme.nud 
370.025, 370.027 FS. History-New 1-1-92, Ame.nde.d 
1-1-96, 6-3 -96. 

46-31.014 Northeast Region Food Shrimp 
Production Gear Specifications. Each person 
harvesting shrimp in the Northeast Region as a 
food shrimp producer shall comply with the 
requirements specified in this rule. 

(1) Allowable Gear - Except as provided for 
Volusia County in Rule 46-3.008(3)(.g), no person 
shall harvest shrimp in the nearshore and inshore 
Florida waters of the region a.s a food shrimp 
producer with any type of gear other than: 

(a) A roller frame trawl meeting the following 
specifications: 

1. Neither the upper or lower horizontal beam 
on a roller frame tra w 1 so used is greater than 16 
feet in length. 

2. The vertical bars shielding the trawl opening 
are spaced no further than 3 in ch es apart. 

3. No more th.an two such trawls , unconnected., 
shall be towed by a single vessel at .a..ny time. 

4. The netting of the trawl shall be no larger in 
mesh ·area ·than specified by Rule 4&31.0035(2). 

(b) No more th.an two unconnected oner trawls, 
eadi with a perimeter around the leading edge of 
the net not greater than 66 f cet and a mesh area no 
larger than specified by Rule 46-31.0035(2). The 
two ouer trawls allowed in these waters shall 
jnc]ude .any try net being towed. 

(2) No trawl sh.all be used for food shrimp 
production in the inshore waters of the Northeast 
Region that has a mesh siz.e less than 7/8 inch bar 
measurement in the body of the net and 3/4 inch 
bar measurement in the cod end. In any trawl with 
a rigid turtle excluder device (fED), the section of 
netting surrounding the device shal] have a mesh 
sjze no smaller than 112 inch bar measurement and 
shaJJ be no more than 50 meshes in total length. 

(3) No otter trawl shall be used for food shrimp 
production in the Northeast Region that is not in 
compliance with Rule 46-31.004. 

(4) In the Northeast Region, no person 
harvesting shrimp as a food shrimp producer shall 
operate or fish any otter trawl, or possess any oner 
trawl that is rigged for fishing .aboard any vessel, 
which trawl does not have a bycatch reduction 
device (BRD) instal]ed therein meeting the 
requirements of Rule. 46-31.0045. 
Sf>i!cific Authority 370.027(2) FS. Law lmplemorud 
370.025, 370.027 FS. Hissory-Ne:w 1-1-92, ~nded 
1-1-96, 6-3-96. 

46-31.015 Northeast Florida Shrimping: 
Definition. For purposes of Section 370.153, 
Florida Statutes, the term "daylight hours" me.ans 
the period beg.inning 112 hour before officjal 
sunrise and continuing through 112 hour after 
officiaJ sunset., each day. 
Specific Ar..uJwri.ry 370.027(2) FS. Law impleme..nted 
370.025, 370.027 FS. His10ry-New 1-1-92, Ame.ndt:d 
1-1 -96. 

46-31.0155 Northeast Florid.a Shrimping: 
Closed Season; DefuUtion of Tenn ''Legal St.ate 
Holidays" for Purposes of ~ction 370.153{8)(a), 
Florida Statutes; Closed Areas.. 

(1) During the months of April and May each 
ye.ar1 no person shall harvest any shrimp in or from 
the inshore waters of Nassau, Duval, St Johns, 
Putnam, Flagler, and Oay Counties. 

(2) For purposes of Section 370.153(8)(a), 
Florida Statutes, the term "legal state holidays" 
means the pa,jd holidays observed by all state 
agencies pursuant to Section 110.117(I)(a)-(j), 
Florida Statutes . 

(3) No person shall harvest any shrimp in any 
tributMy of the following named waterbodies in 
Nassau and Duva] Counties. Shrimp harvest is 
allowed in each waterbody proper. 

(a) SL Marys River. 
(b) Bells River. 
(c) Jolly River. 
(d) Amelia River. 
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(e) Jackson Creek.. 
(f) Nassau River. 
(B) Back River. 
(h) South Amelia JUver. 
(i) Lance.ford Creek. 
G) Tiger Creek .and Tiger Basin, easterly of 

81 ~0'08"' W. Longitude. 
(k) North fork of Alligator Creek. 

Specific AuJhority 370.027(2) FS. Law lmplanenied 
370.025, 370.027 FS. Hiswry-N~ 10-3-94. 

46-31.0156 Florida East Coast Shrimp Bed: 
Repeal of Section 370.156, 'Florida Statutes; 
Seasonal Food Shrimp Production Closure; 
Exception; Definition. 

(1) Jt is the intent of this rule to effect 1he 
repe.a.l of and replace Section 370.156, Florida 
Statutes. The Marine Fisberie.s Commissfon has 
detenni.ned that the repeal and replacement of this 
statutory provision will not adversely affect the 
shrimp resources of the counties of the Florida 
East Coast Shrimp Bed or of the State of Florida. 

(2)(a) Except as provided in paragraph (b), no 
person shall operate as a food shrimp producer 
during the months of April or May each year in 
any wateJ"s of the Florida East Coast Shrimp Bed. 

(b) Paragraph (a) shall not apply to any person 
operating as a food shrimp producer during these 
two months in state waters ea.st of 81 °20;00'' West 
Longitude and north of 31 °20'00" North Latitude. 

(3) For purposes of this rule the tenn "Florida. 
East Coast Shrimp Bed'' means all state waters of 
Nassau, Duval , Clay, Putnam, St Johns, Flagler1 

Volusia, Seminole, Brevard, Indian River, and St. 
Lucie Counties. 
Specific Authority 370.027(2) FS., s. 8, Chapter 83-134, 
Laws of Florid.a, as amended by Chapter 84-121, Laws of 
F1orUia. Law Implemented 370.025, 370.027 FS., s. 8, 
Chaptu 83-134, Laws of Florida, as ammd.e.d by Chapr.u 
84-121, Laws of Florida. Hisr.ory-N~ 4-18-95. 

46--31.016 Tortugas Shrimp 'Beds: Repeal of 
Section 370.151(2), Florida Statutes; 
Redescription of Tortngas Shrimp Beds; Closed 
Areas. 

(1) It is the intent of this rule to expressly effect 
the repeal of and replace subsection (2) of Section 
370.151, Florida Statutes. The Marine Fisheries 
Commission has . ·determined that the repeal and 
replacement of this prov.isjon will not adversely 
affect the shrimp re.source.s of the State of Florida. 

(2) For purposes of this rule and Section 
370.151, Florida St.atute.s, Tortugas Shrimp Beds 
are described as fol1ows: 

Begin at a point · located at 25°52.9' North 
latitude and 81 °37.95' West longitude (Coon 
Key light in Collier County); thence proceed 
on a straight }jne to a point which is located at 
24°50.9' North latirude and 81°51.3' West 
longitude; thence proceed OD a straight line to a 
point located at 24°40.1' North latitude and 
82°26.7' West longitude (New Grounds Shoals 
Light); thence proceed on a straight line to a 
point located at 24°34.7' North latitude and 
82°35.l' West longitude (Rebecca Shoals 

Llght); thence proceed on a straight line due 
east to a point located at 24°35.1' North 
latitude and 82°13.2' West longirude; thence 
proceed a.long the Territorial Se.a boundary to a· 
point located at 24°27.2' North Jatirude a.nd 
81°58.9' West longirude; thence proceed due 
east lo Sand Key Light; thence proceed 
northerly to the .abandoned lighthouse located 
in the southwest portion of Key West; thence 
along the south and east meandered shoreline 
of the Florida Keys and the connecting viaducts 
between said Keys to a point localed at 
80°30.0' West Jongirude; thence north until a 
point OD the mainland is reached; thence 
proceed west and north along the coast of the 
mainland of Florida until a point is located due 
north of Coon Key Light in Collier County; 
thence due south to a point located at 25°52.9' 
North latitude and 81 ~7.95' West longitude 
(Coon Key Light), the point of beginning. 
(3) No person shall operate as a food. shrimp 

producer within the area known as the Tortugas 
Shrimp Beds, except as may be specifically 
authorized by federal regulations for the portion of 
the area lying in f e.deral Exclusive Economic Zone 
(EEZ) waters . Within state waters of the Tortugas 
Shrimp Beds, possession aboard a vessel of more 
than 5 gallons of dead shrimp ·.heads on or off, 
simuhaoeously with the deployment of any shrimp 
trawl from the vessel shall constirute .a violation of 
this .subsection. 
Specific Authority 370.027(2) FS., ucrions 8 and 9, 
Chapter 83-134, Laws of F1orida., as amuuie.d b)• Chaptu 
84-121, Laws of Florida.. Law lmpkme.nte.d 370.025, 
370.027 FS., sections 8 and 9, Chaptu 83-134, Laws of 
Florida, .as amended by Chapte.r 84-121, Laws of Flori.Oa. 
Hisr.ory-New 1-1-92, Anu:nde.d 3-1-95, 7-15-96. 

·46-31.017 Big Bend Region Closed Areas; 
Seasonal Closures. 

(1) Beginning January 1, 1994, no person shall 
harvest shrimp in the areas of Wakulla, Jefferson, 
Taylor, Dixie, Levy, Citrus, Hernando, .and Pasco 
Counties landward of the line described as: 

Beg.inning at Bailey's Bluff in Pasco County 
(Point A); thence northerly to Point B; thence 
northeasterly to Point C; thence northerly to Point 
D; thence northeasterly to Point E; thence northerly 
to Point F; thence .ncxthwesterly to Point G; thence 
northerly to Point H; thence northwesterly to Point 
I; thence northerly to Point J; thence northwesterly 
to Point K; thence southwesterly to Point L; thence 
northwesterly lo Point M; thence northerly· to Point 
N; thence northwesterly to Point 0; thence 
northerly to Point P; thence northwesterly to Point 
Q; thence northerly to Point R; thence 
northwesterly to Point S; thence southwesterly to 
flashing channel marker # 1 in SL Marks Channel; 
thence northerly to the SL Marks Lighthouse. 
Points B, C, D, E, F, G, H, I, J. K., L, M, N, 0, P, 
Q, R, and S are expressed as follows by longitude ' 
and latitude and .Loran notations (Loran notations 
are unofficial and are included only for the 
convenience of fishers.): 
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(e) Jaclaon Creek.. 
(0 Nassau River. 
(g) Back River. 
(h) South Amelia Rive:-. 
(i) La.ncdord Creek.. 
G) Tiger Creek .A.Dd T.igex Basin, easterly of 

81 °30'08" W. Longirude. 
(k) North fork of Alligator Creek. 

Specific Awhoriry 370.027(2) FS. Law lmplwientd 
370.025, 370.027 FS. His1ory-N~ 10-3-94. 

46-31.0156 Florida East Coast Shrimp Bed: 
Repeal of Section 370.156, 'Florid.a Statutes; 
Seasonal Food Shrimp Prodoction Closure; 
Exception; Definition. 

(1) It is the intent of this rule to effect the 
repeal of and replace Section 370.156, Florida 
Statutes. The Marine Fisheries Commission has 
determined that the repeal and replacement of this 
statutory provision will not adversely affect the 
shrimp resources of the counties of the Florida 
East Coast Shrimp Bed or of the St.ate of Florida. 

(2)(a) Except as provided in paragraph (b), no 
i:;erson shall operate as a food shrimp producer 
during the months of April or May each year in 
any waters of the Florida East Coast Shrimp Bed. 

(b) Paragraph (a) shall not apply to any person 
ope.rating as a food shrimp producer during these 
two months in state waters east of 81 °20'00'' West 
Longitude and north of 31 °20'00'' North Latitude. 

(3) For · purposes of this rule the tenn •'Florida 
East Coast Shrimp Bed" means all state waters of 
Nassau, Duval, Oay, Putnam, St Johns, Flagler, 
Volusia, Seminole, Brevard, Indian River, and St 
Lucie Counties. 
Specific Auchorily 370.027(2) FS., s. 8, Chaptu 83-134, 
Laws of Florida, as amended by Chapter 84-121, Laws of 
F1oridCL La.w lmplenunt.ed 370.025, 370.027 FS., s. 8, 
Chaptu 83·134, Laws of FloriLia, cu ~rukd by Chap1.u 
84·121, Laws of FlorUiCL History-N~ 4-18-95. 

46-31.016 Tortugas Shrimp ·Beds: Repeal of 
Section 370.151(2), Florida Statutes; 
Redescription of Tortugas Shrimp Beds; Closed 
Areas. 

(1) It is the intent of this rule to expressly effect 
the repeal of and replace subsection (2) of Section 
370.151, Florida Statutes. The Marine Fisheries 
Commission has determined that the repeal and 
replacement of this provision will not adversely 
affect the shrimp re.sources of the State of Florida. 

(2) For purposes of this rule and Section 
370.15 l, Florida Statutes, Tortugas Shrimp Beds 
are described as follows: 

Begin a1 a point · located at 25°52.9' North 
latitude and 81 °37.95' West longitude (Coon 
Key Light in Collier County); thence proceed 
on a straight line to a point which is located at 
24°50.9' North latitude and 81°51.3' We.st 
longitude; thence proceed on a straight line to a 
point located at 24 °40.1' North latitude and 
82°26.7' West longitude (New Grounds Shoals 
Light): thence proceed on a straight line to a 
point located at 24°34.7' North latitude and 
82°35.l' We.st longitude (Rebecca Shoals 

Llg.ht); thence proceed on a straight line due 
east to a point loc.ue<l al 24 °35. l' North 
latitude and 82°13.2' West longirudei thence 
proceed Along the TerritodaJ Sea boundary to a· 
point )OCAted at 24°27 .2' North latitude a.nd 
81°58.9' West longjrude; thence proceed due 
ea.st to Sand Key Llgbt; thence proceed 
northerly to the abandoned lighthouse loca.ted 
in the southwest portion of Key West; thence 
along the south and east meandered shoreline 
of the Florida Keys and the connecting yjaduru 
between said Keys to a point localed at 

80°30.0' West longitude; thence north until a 
point on the mainland is reached; thence 
proceed west and north along the coast of the 
mainland of Florida until a point is located due 
north of Coon Key Llght in Collier County; 
thence due south to a point located at 25°52.9' 
North latitude and 81°37.95' West longitude 
(Coon Key Light), the point of beginning. 
(3) No person shall operale as a food shrimp 

producer within the area known as the Tortugas 
Shrimp Beds, except as may be specifically 
authorized by federal regulations for the portion of 
the area lying in federal Exclusive Econom..ic Zone 
(EEZ) waters. Within st.ate waters of the Tortugas 
Shrimp Beds; possession aboard a vessel of more 
than 5 gallons of dead shrimp .. heads on or off, 
simultaneously with the deployment of any shrimp 
trawl from the vessel shall constitute .a violation of 
this .subsection. 
Specific Aut.hori.ry 370.027(2) FS., uctions 8 and 9, 
Chapter 83-134, Laws of F1oritia., a.r ame.ruied by Chapt.u 
84-121, La.ws of Florida.. Law lmplone.nte.d 370.025, 
370.027 FS., sections 8 and 9, Chapter 83-134, Laws of 
Florido, .a.s amended by Chapter 84-121, Laws of Florida.. 
Hist.ory-New 1-1·92, Amauie.d 3·1·95, 7-15·96. 

·46-31.017 Big Bend Region Closed Areas; 
Seasona1 Closures. 

(1) Beginning January 1, 1994, no person shall 
harvest shrimp in the areas of Wakulla, Jefferson, 
Taylor, Dixie, Levy, Gtrus, Hexnando, And Pasco 
Counties landward of the line described as: 

Begjnrung at Bailey's Bluff in Pasco County 
(Point A); thence northerly to Point B; thence 
northeasterly to Point C; thence northerly to Point 
D; thence northeasterly to Point E; thence northerly 
to Point F; thence .northwesterly to Point G; thence 
northerly to Point H; thence northwesterly to Point 
I; thence northaly to Point J; thence northwesterly 
to Point K; thence southwesterly to Point L; thence 
northwesterly to Point M; thence northerly-to Point 
N; thence northwesterly to Point O; thence 
northerly to Point P; thence northwesterly lo Point 
Q; thence northerly to Point R; thence 
northwesterly to Point S; thence southwesterly to 
flashing channel marker # 1 in SL Mark.s Oiannel; 
thence northerly to the SL Marks Lighthouse. 
Points B, C, D. E, F, G, H, I, J, K. L, M. N, 0, P, 
Q, R, and S are expressed as follows by longitude \ 
and latitude and .Loran notations (Loran notations 
are unofficial and are included only for the 
convenience of fishers.): 
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Loran Dia.in 
Point w x y 
B 44930 
c 44930 
D 45000 
E 45000 
F 14375 
G 14375 
H 14410 
I 14410 
J 14420 
K 14420 45420 
L 14405 45420 
M 14405 
N 14440 
0 14440 
p 14470 
Q 14475 
R 14495 
s 14495 46450 

(2) No person shall harvest shrimp in the Bjg 
Bend Region as a food sluirnp producer during the 
period beginning July 1 and continuing through 
August 31 of each yeM. 
Specific Awhoriry 370.027(2) FS. Law implemented 
370.025, 370.027 FS. Hissory-N~w 11-29-93. 

·46-31.018 Northwest Region Closed Areas; 
Repealed SpeciaJ Acts. 

(1) Pursuant to public hearings held in the 
affected counties on June 26, 27, and 29, 1989, as 
required by paragraph (5)(d) of section (2) of 
Chapter 83-134, Laws of Florida, and after making 
specific findings of fact required by the same 
provision, the Marine Fisheries Commission hereby 
repeals the following special .acts, or portions 
thereof, which were made rules of the Department 
of Environmental Protection (formerly the 
Department of Narural Resources) by section 2, 
subsection (5) of Chapter 83-134, Laws of Florida, 
as amended by Chapter 84-121, Laws of Florida: 

(a) Subsections (2), (3), (4), (5), (6), (8), (9), 
(10), (11 ), and (13) of section 4 of Chapter 65-905, 
Laws of Florida, as amended by Chapters 68-77 
and 76-380, Laws of . Florida. Applicable to 
Wakulla, Franklin, and Gulf Counties, these 
provisions of the special acts deal with prescribed 
shrimp count, shrimping gear specifications, State 
Board of Conservation authority to close areas to 
shrimping, and a prescribed shrimp sampling 
Tegime. 

(b) Chapter 6 7 -1 063, Laws of F1 ori d.a, as 
amended by Chapter 81-377, Laws of Florida. 
Applicable to Franklin County, these special acts 
deal with prescribed shrimp count, sampling 
regime, and areas and times for shrimping. 

(c) Chapter 72-546, Laws of Florida, as 
amended by Chapter 79-460, Laws of Florida. 
Applicable to Franklin County, these special acts 
provide for open and closed seasons for shrimp 
harvest east of the Bryant Patton Bridge in 
Apalachicola Bay and SL George Sound. 

(2) The following described waters of Franklin 
County are closed to the harvest of shrimp 

North West 
z Latitude Longitude 
62920 28° 16.68' 82° 47.21' 
62910 28° 18.28' 82° 45.68' 
62910 28° 26.93' 82° 45.95' 
62900 28° 28.43' 82° 44.49' 
62900 28° 43 .53' 82° 45.22' 
62910 28° 44.38' 82° 46.71' 
62910 28° 57.91' 82° 47.53' 
62930 28° 59.41' .82° 50.41' 
62930 29° 03.28' .82° 50.66' 

29° 06.91' 82° 57.81' 
29° 03.38' 83° 01.42' 

6300) 29° 07.30' 83° 08.78' 
63110 29° 22.98' 83° 15.89' 
63190 29° 28.22' 83° 26.58' 
63190 29° 38.25' 83° 26.66' 
63250 29° 43.36' 83° 34.39' 
63295 29° 52.40' 83° 40.11' 

30° 00.04' 84° 07.63' 

year-round: 
(a) All inland waters nortb of the John Gorrie 

Bridge in Apalachicola Bay, beginning at the west 
end of the John Gorrie Memorial Bridge (U.S. 
Highway 98), then following the shoreline, 
including all bays and tributaries north of the 
bridge, northerly, easterly, then southerly back to 
the east end of John Gorrie Memorial Bridge, then 
westerly across the bridge to the point of 
beginning. 

(b) All inland waters of the Carabe11e River and 
its tributaries upriver of a straight line beginning at 
29°50.17' North Latitude, 84°39.78' West 
Longitude and ending a1 29°50.17' North Latitude, 
84°39.57' West Longitude. 

(c) All waters of Sheepshead Bayou internal to 
SL Vincent Island. 

(d) All wal.ers of Big Bayou adjacent to and 
internal to SL Vincent Island south of a straight 
line beginning at 29°41.00' North Latitude, 
85° l 0.00' West Longitude and ending at 29°40.20' 
North Latitude, 85°08.20' West Longitude. 

(3) All waters of Apalachicola Bay and SL 
Vincent Sound in Franklin County are closed to the 
harvest of shrimp between the hours of official 
sunrise and officiai sundown, beginning on July 15 
and continuing through September 14 each year. 

(4) The waters of Franklin County within the 
following described boundaries are closed to the 
harvest of shrimp beginning oc .September 15 and 
continuing through December 31 each year: 

Jn SL George Sound, beginning at Royal 
Bluff, 29°47.50' North Latitude, 84°45.00' 
West Longitude; thence southwesterly to 
ICWW Marker #8, 29°44.50' North Latitude, 
84°45.70' West Longitude; thence along the 
south boundary of the JCWVI Channel to 
ICWW Marker #21 , 29°43.50' North Latitude 1 

84°48.50' West Longitude; ·thence \ 
northwesterly to 29°45.00' North Latitude, 
84 °51.20' West Longitude; thence easterly 
.along the shoreline of St. George Sound to the 
point of begin.illng, inc1uding all waters of 
Yents Bayou within the closure area. 
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(5) The wa..ters of Franklin County with.in the 
following described boundaries are closed to the 
harvest of shrimp beginning on March 1 and 
continuing through May 31 Clich year: 

In Apalacrucola Bay, beginning at Green 
Point, 29°42.50' North Latitude, 85°02.00' 
West Longitudej thence southwesterly to SL 
Vincent Point, 29°40.50' North Latitude, 
85°04.50' West Longitude; thence easterly to 
flashing Channel Marker # 1; thence 
southeasterly to Apalachicola Shipping 
Oia.nnel Marker #2; thence northerly along the 
eastern boundary of the Apalachicola Shipping 
Oia.nnel to the western landfall of the John 
Gorrie Memorial Bridge (U.S. Highway 98); 
thence westerly along the shoreline of 
Apalachicola Bay to the point of beginning. 
(6) All waters of lnd.ian Lagoon and SL Vincent 

Sound in Gulf County are closed to the harvest of 
shrimp year-round. 

(T) All waters of Ochlockonee Bay and the 
Ochlockonee River and its tributaries in Franklin 
and Wakulla Counties west of the U.S. Highway 
98 Bridge across the bay and all waters of Chaires 
Creek south of its mouth on Ochlockonee Bay in 
Franklin County are closed to the harvest of 

shrimp year-round. 
(8) All waters of ApaJachee Bay and all 

tributaries, bays, or bayous in Wakulla County 
landward of the following described line are closed 
to food shrimp production and live bait shrimp 
production year-round: 

Beg.inning at the SL Marks Lighthouse, 
proceed southerly on a straight line to flashing 
SL Marks Channel Marker #1, 30°01.47' 
North Latitude, 84 °10.57' West Longitude; 
thence westerly to Shell Point Oia.nnel Marker 
#1, 30°02.79' North Latitude, 84°17.17' West 
Longitude; thence southwesterly to 30°01.67' 
North Latitude, 84°20.24' West Longitude; 
thence southwesterly to 29°59.90' North 
Latitude, 84°21.80' West Longitude; thence 
southeasterly to 29°58.60' North Latitude, 
84°20.23' West Long1tude, at the Colregs 
Demarcation Line; thence southerly along the 
Colregs Demarcation Line to the shoreline at 
Ochlockonee Point. 

Specific Awhoriry 370.027(2) FS., s. 2, Ch 83-134, Laws 
of Floria'a., as ammded by Ch. 84-121, Lav.·s of FlorU:ia. 
Law Implemented 370.025 , 370.027 FS., s. 2, Ch 83-134, 
Laws of Florida., as amended by Ch 84-121, Lav.•s of 
Florida. His1ory-New 7-J{r.96. 
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(5) The wAters of Franklin County within the 
following described boundaries are closed to the 
harvest of shrimp beginrung on March 1 and 
continuing through May 31 each year: 

lo Apaladllcola Bay, begin.rung at Green 
Point, 29°42.50' Nonh Latitude, 85°02.00' 
West Longitude; thence southwesterly to SL 
Vincent Point, 29°40.50' :r-;orth Latitude, 
85°04.50' West Longitude; thence easterly to 
flashing Channel Marker # 1; thence 
southeasterly to Apalachicola Shipping 
Ou . .nnel Marker #2i thence northerly along the 
eastern boundary of the Apalachicola Shippfog 
Olannel to the western landfall of the John 
Gome Memorial Bridge (U.S. Highway 98); 
thence westerly along the shoreline of 
Apalacrucola Bay to the point of beginning . 
(6) All waters of Indian Lagoon and SL Vincent 

Sound in Gulf County are closed to the harvest of 
shrimp year-round. 

(7) All waters of Ochlockonee Bay and the 
Ochlockonee River and its tribut.aries in Franklin 
and Wakulla Counties west of the U.S. H.ighway 
98 Bridge across the bay and all waters of Chaires 
Creek south of its mouth on OchJockonee Bav in 
Franklin County are closed to the harvest of 

shrimp year-round. 
(8) All waters of Apa.lachee Bay and all 

tributaries, bays, or bayous in Wakulla County 
landward of the following described line are closed 
to food shrimp production and Lve bait shrimp 
production year-round: 

Begjnning at the SL Marks Lighthouse, 
proceed southerly on a straight line to flasllln£ 
SL Marks Channel Marker # 1, 30°01.47' 
North Latitude, 84 °10.57' West Longitude; 
thence westerly to Shell Point Orn.noel Marker 
# 1. 30°02.79' North Latitude, 84°17.17' West 
Longitude; thence southwesterly to 30°01.67' 
North Latitude, 84°20.24' West Longitude; 
thence southwesterly to 29°59.90' North 
Latitude, 84°21.80' West Longitude; thence 
southeasterly to 29°58.60' North Latirude, 
84°20.23' West Longitude, at the Colregs 
Demarcation Llne; thence southerly along the 
Colregs Demarcation Line to the shoreline at 
Ochlockonee Point. 

Specific Auihoriry 370.027(2) FS., s. 2, Ch 83-134, Laws 
of Florida.. a.s ame::nded by Ch. 84-121, 1..crH.·s of Florida. 
Law lmpkmen:ed 370.025, 370.027 FS., s. 2, Ch 83-134, 
Laws of Floria'a. a.s amt:ndd by Ch. 84-121, l..crH.•s of 
Florida. His:ory-Nt:w 7-16-96. 
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CHAPTER 46-36 
BLACK DRUM 

Purpose and Intent. 
Definitions 
Size Limits : Prohibition of Sale 

of Larger Black Drum. 
Bag and Commercial Vessel 

Limits . 
Other Prohibitions . 

46-36.001 Purpose and Intent. 
( 1) The purpose and intent of this chapter are to 

protect and conserve Florida's black drum 
resources and assure. the continuing health and 
abundance of the species. 

(2) Black drum are hereby designated as a 
restricted species, pursuant to Section 370.01 (20), 
Florida Starutes . 
Spec~(ic Aurhomy 370.01(20). 370.027(2) FS, Law 
Jmp/emcnrcd 370.01(20), 370.025, 370.027 FS. Hiswf}~ 
New 7-1-Bf'. 

46-36.002 Definitions. As used in this chapter: 
(1) "Black drum" means any fish of the species 

Pogonias cromis, or any pan thereof. 
(2) "Commercial harvest" means the taking or 

harvesting of any black drum for purposes of sale 
o;- with intent to sell. Black drum harvested in 
excess of the recreational bag limit shall constitute 
commercial harvest. 

(3) "Harvest" means the catching or trucing of a 
fish by any means whatsoever, followed by a 
reduction of such fish to possession. Fish that are 
cauoht but immediately remrned ro the water free, 
aliv~. and unharmed a,;.e not harvested. ln addition, 
temporary possession of a fish for the purpose of 
measuring it to determine compEance with the 
minimum or maximum si2e requirements of this 
chapter shall not constitute harvesting such fish, 
provided that it is measured immediately after 
taking, and immediately returned to the water free, 
aJjve, and unharmed if undersi2e or oversize. 

(4) "Land". when used in connection with the 
harvest of a fish, means the physical act of 
brinoino the harvested fish ashore. 

(5) .7Tot.aJ length " means the length of a fish as 
measured from the tip of'the snout to the tip of the 
tail. 

(6) "Vessel" means and includes every 
description of water craft used or capable of being 
used as a means of transponation on water, 
including nondisplacement craft and any aircraft 
designed to maneuver on wate:. 

Spec(fic Aurhorit\' 370.027(2) FS. Law lmplemcntcd 
370.015, 370.027 FS. H1s1or:r-New 7-1-89, Amended 
7-15-96, 9·30-96. 

46-36.003 Size Limits ; Prohibition of Sale of 
Larger Black Drum. No person shall harvest, 
within or without the waters of the state. or land 
any black drum of total length less than I 4 inches. 
nor greater than 24 inches, except that a person not 
engaged in the commercial harvest of black drum 
may harvest. possess while in or on the waters of 
the state, and land no more than one black drum 
per day of total length greater than 24 inches. No 
person engaged in the commercial harvest of black 
drum shall possess, while in or on the waters of 
the state, land, or sell any black drum of lOtaJ 
length greater than 24 inches . 
Spec~fic Authority 370.027(2) FS. Law lmplememed 
370.025. 370.027 FS. History-New 7-1-89. 

46-36.004 Bag and Commercial Vessel Limits. 
(I) Bag Limit Except as provided in 

subsection (2). no person shall harvest more than 5 
black drum per day, within or without the waters 
of the state, nor possess more than 5 black drum 
while in, on, or above the waters of the state or on 
any dock, pier, bridge, beach, or other fishing sne 
adjacent to such waters. 

(2) Commercial Vessel Limit - A person 
possessing a valid saltwater products license w~th , a 
restricted species endorsement may harvest. within 
or without the waters of the state, and possess, 
while in or on the waters of the state, no more 
than 500 pounds of black drum per vessel per day. 
The use of more than one vessel per such 
commercial harvester is prohibited for purposes of 
this rule. 
Specific Authoriry 370.027(2) FS. Law lmplemenred 
370.025. 370.027 FS. Hisrof}"-Nev.- 7-1-89. 

46-36.005 Other Prohibitions. 
(1) Tne harvest of black drum within or without 

the waters of the state by or with the use of any 
multiple hook in conjunction with live or dead 
natural bait, or the landing of black drum so 
harvested, is prohibited. Snagging (snatch hooking) 
of black drum within or without the waters of the 
stare is also prohibited. 

(2 ) All black drum shall be landed in a whole 
condition. The possession, while in or on state 
waters, of black drum that have been deheaded, 
sliced, divided, fiUeted, ground, skinned, scaled, or 
deboned is prohibited . Mere evisceration or 
"gutting" of black drum, or mere removal of f:ills, 
before landing is not prohibited . 
Spec~(ic Authority 370.027(2) FS. La1-c implemented 
370.025, 370.027 FS. Hisrory-Ncw 7-1-89. 
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CHAPTER 46·37 
SPOTTED SEATROUT 

Purpose and Intent; Repeal of 
Other Laws; Designation as 
Restricted Species. 

Definitions. 
Size Limits. 
Regional Bag Limits; Closed 

Seasons. 
Commercial Season and Daily 

Harvest Limit. 
Gear Specifications and Prohibited 

Gear; B ycatch Allowance. 

46-37.001 Purpose and Intent; Repeal of 
Other Laws; Designation as Restricted 
Species. 

( 1) The purpose and intent of this chapter are to 
protect and conserve Florida's spotted sea trout 
resources and assure the continuing health and 
abundance of those resources. 

(2) It is the intent of this chapter to expressly 
repeal and replace Section 370. l 1(2)(a)4., Florida 
Statutes, and the remainder of Section 370.11 (2)(a), 
Florida Statutes, as it pertains to "saltwater 
speckled trout or sported weak fish." 

(3) It is the intent of this chapter to expressly 
repeal Subsection (1) of section 5 of Chapter 
65-905, Laws of Florida, as amended by Chapter 
81-403, Laws of Florida, and Chapter 65-1983, 
Laws of Florida. These laws are special acts 
relating to Gulf, Franklin, and Okaloosa Counties, 
respectively. 

( 4) Spotted sea trout are hereby designated as a 
restricted species pursuant to Section 370.01 (20), 
Florida Statutes. 

(5) Rules 46-37.001, 46-37.002, 46-37.003, 
46.37 .004, 46-37 .005, and 46-37 .006 shall take 
effect on November 1, 1989. 
Specific Authoriry 370.01 (20), 370.027(2) FS., s. 7 of 
Chapter 83-134, as ammded by Chapter 84-121 ands. 1 
of Chapter 85-163, Laws of Florida. Law Implemented 
370.01(20), 370.025, 370.027 FS., s. 7 of Chapzer 83-134, 
as amended by Chapter 84-121 arui s. 1 of Chapter 
85-163, Laws of Florida .. History-New l 1-1-89. 

· 46-37 .002 Definitions. As used in this rule 
chapter. 

(1) "Fishing pier" means a platform extending 
from shore over water, used primarily to provide a 
means for persons to harvest or attempt to harvest 
fish therefrom. The term shall not be construed to 
include any residential dock, marina, or facility at 
which vessels are launched or moored, but shall 
include any abandoned bridge serving the function 
of a fishing pier. 

(2) "Harvest" means the catching or talcing of a 
fish by any means whatsoever, followed by a 
reduction of such fish to possession. Fish that are 
caught but immediately returned to the water free, 
alive, and unharmed are not harvested. In addition, 
temporary possession of a fish for the purpose of 
measuring it to determine compliance with the 
minimum or maximum size requirements of this 
chapter shall not constitute harvesting such fish, 
provided that it is measured immediately after 

taking, and immediately returned to the water free, 
alive, and unharmed if undersize or oversize. 

(3) "Harvest for commercial purposes" means 
the taking or harvesting of any spotted seatrout for 
purposes of sale or with intent to sell. The harvest 
of spotted seatrout in excess of the applicable 
recreational bag limit shall constitute harvest for 
commercial purposes. 

(4) "Land", when used in connection with the 
harvest of a fish, means the physical act of 
bringing the harvested fish ashore. 

(5) "Northeast Region" means all state waters 
lying north of the Flagler-Volusia County Line to 
the Florida·Georgia border, and adjacent federal 
Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) waters. 

(6) "Northwest Region" means all st.ate waters 
north and west of the Pasco-Pinellas County Line 
to the Florida-Alabama border, and adjacent federal 
Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) waters. 

(7) "South Region" means state waters lying 
between the Flagler-Volusia County Line on the 
Atlantic Ocean and the Pinellas-Pasco County Line 
on the Gulf of Mexico and adjacent federal 
Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) waters. 

(8) "Spotted seatrout" means any fish of the 
species Cynoscion nebulosus, or any part thereof. 

(9) "Tot.al length" means the length of a fish as 
measured from the most forward point of the head 
to the hindmost point of the tail. 
Specific Aurhoriry 370.027(2) FS. l.Aw lmplememed 
370.025, 370.027 FS. History-New l 1-1 ·89, Amerukd 
1-1-96, 8-1-96. 

46-37.003 Size Limits. 
(l)(a) Recreational Size Limits - Except as 

provided in paragraph (b), a person subject to a 
regional bag limit specified in Rule 46-37.004{1) 
shall not harvest, possess while in or on the waters 
of the state, or land any spotted seatrout with a 
tot.al length smaller or larger than the regional size 
limits indicated in this paragraph: 

1. In the Northeast Region and South Region, a 
tot.al length less than 15 inches or greater than 20 
inches. 

2. In the Northwest Region, a total length less 
than 15 inches or greater than 24 inch~s. 

(b) A person harvesting under the bag limit 
established in Rule 46-37 .004 may harvest, possess 
while in or on the waters of the state, and land no 
more than one spotted seatrout per day with a total 
length greater than the applicable regional 
maximum size limit specified in paragraph (a) of 
this subsection. 

(2) Commercial Size Limit A person 
harvesting for commercial purposes shall not 
harvest. possess while in or on the waters of the 
state, or land any spotted seatrout with a total 
length less than 15 inches or greater than 24 
inches. No person shall buy, sell, or exchange any 
spotted seatrout with a total length less than 15 
inches or greater than 24 inches. 

(3) All spotted seatrout harvested in or from 
Florida or adjacent federal Exclusive Economic 
Zone (EEZ) waters shall be landed in a whole 
condition. The possession, while in or on state 
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waters, on any public or private fishing pier, on a 
bridge or catwalk attached to a bridge from which 
fishing is allowed. or on any jetty, of a spotted 
seatrout that has been deheaded. sliced, divided, 
filleted, ground, skinned, scaled, or deboned is 
prohibited. Mere evisceration or "gutting" of 
spotted seatrout, or mere removal of gills before 
landing is not prohibited. 
Specific Authoriry 370.027(2) FS. Law Implemented 
370.025, 370.027 FS. History--New I 1-1-89, Ammckd 
1-1-96, 8-1-96. 

46-37 .004 Regional Bag Limits; Closed 
Seasons. 

(1) Regional bag limits - Except as provided 
in Rule 46-37 .005 and subject to the closed 
seasons specified in subsection (2), no person shall 
harvest more spotted seatrout per day or possess at 
any time, while in, on, or above the waters of the 
state or on any dock, pier, bridge, beach. or other 
fishing site adjacent to such waters, more spotted 
seatrout than the specified bag limit established in 
this subsection within the following identified 
regions: 

(a) Northeast Region and South Region - Five 
(5) spotted seatrout. 

-{b) Northwest Region - Seven (7) spotted 
seatrout 

(2) Regional season closures - No person shall 
harvest any spotted seatrout within the specified 
region during the closed seasons established in this 
subsection. During the specified closed season, the 
possession of spotted seatrout while in or on the 
waters of the specified region or on any dock, pier, 
bridge, beach, or other fishing site adjacent to such 
waters is prohibited. 

(a) Northeast Region Beginning on 
December 1 of each year and continuing through 
the last day of February of the following year, the 
season for harvest of sponed seatrout is closed in 
the Northeast Region. During this closed season, 
no person shall land any spotted seatrout harvested 
in the South or Northwest Region in the Northeast 
Region. 

(b) South Region - Beginning on November 1 
and continuing through December 31 each year, 
the season for the harvest of sponed seatrout is 
closed in the South Region. During this closed 
season, no person shall land any spotted seatrout 
harvested in the Northeast or Nonhwest Region in 
the South Region. 

(c) Northwest Region - Beginning on February 
1 and continuing through the last day of February 
each year, the harvest of spotted seatrout is closed 
in the Northwest Region. During this closed 
season, no person shall land any spotted seatrout 
harvested in the Northeast or South Region in the 
Northwest Region. 
Specific Au1hority 370.27(2) FS. Law Implemented 
370.025, 370.027 FS. History--New 11-1-89, Amended 
1-1-96, 8-1-96. 

46·37.005 Commercial Season and Dally 
Harvest Limit. 

(1) Commercial Season The harvest of 
spotted seatrout for commercial purposes shall be 

limited each year to the period beginning June 1 
and continuing through August 31. Such harvest is 
limited to persons possessing a valid salrwa~r 
products license with a restricted species 
endorsement. 

(2) Prohibition of Sale - Once the commercial 
season specified in subsection ( 1) is closed, the 
purchase, sale, or exchange of spotted seatrout 
harvested from Florida or adjacent federal 
Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) waters is 
prohibited, beginning on the date specified . in 
paragraph (a) and continuing through the folJowmg 

May 31. . . . 
(a) This prohibition shall be effecuve begmrung 

5 days after the season specified in subsection ( 1) 
is closed. 

(b) This prohibition shall not apply to spotted 
seatrout legally harvested outside Florida or 
adjacent federal Ex.elusive Economic Zone (EEZ) 
waters, which sponed seatrout have entered the 
State of Florida in interstate commerce. The burden 
shall be upon any person possessing spotted 
seatrout during the period sale is prohibited to 
establish the chain of possession from the initial 
transaction after harvest, by appropriate receipt(s), 
bill(s) of sale, or bill(s) of lading, and to show ~at 
such spotted seatrout originated from a p~mt 
outside Florida or adjacent federal Ex.elusive 
Economic Zone (EEZ) waters, and entered the state 
in interstate commerce. Failure to maintain such 
documentation or to promptly produce same at the 
request of any duly authorized law enforcement 
officer shall constitute a violation of this rule. 

(3) Commercial Daily Harvest Limit - Each 
person harvesting spotted seatrout for c.ommercial 
purposes pursuant to subsection (1) of this rule 
shall be governed by a daily harvest limit of 75 
spotted seatrout per day. No such harvester shall 
possess while in or on state waters more than 75 
spotted seatrout; provided, however, that the 
possession of more than 75 spo~ seatr~ut aboard 
any vessel in or on state waters, irrespecuve of the 
number of commercial licensees aboard, is 
prohibited. The landing of more than. 75 spotte.d 
seatrout from a single vessel in any smgle day is 
prohibited. The towing of any. vessel in orde: t? 
exceed the commercial daily harvest hrmt 
established by this subsection is prohibited. 
Specific Aurhoriry 370.027(2) FS. LiJw Implemented 
370.025, 370.027 FS. Hi.story-New l 1-1-89, Amended 
1-1-96. 

46-37.006 Gear Specifications and Prohibited 
Gear; Byc.atch Allowance. 

(I) The harvest of any spotted seatrout, within 
or without the waters of the state, by or with the 
use of any multiple hook in conjunction with live 
or dead natural bait is prohibited. Snagging (snatch 
hooking) of sponed seatrout in or from state waters 
is prohibited. 

(2) The harvest or attempted harvest of any 
spotted seatrout by or with the use of any gear 
other than a cast net or hook and line gear is 
prohibited. 

(3) The simultaneous possession aboard a vessel 
of any gill net or entangling net together with any 

,, 
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waters, on any public or private fishing pier, on a 
bridge or catwalk attached to a bridge from which 
fishing is allowed, or on any jetty, of a spotted 
seatrout that has been dcheaded, sliced, divided, 
filleted, ground, skinned, scaled, or deboned is 
prohibited. Mere evisceration or "gutting" of 
spotted seatrou~ or mere removal of gills before 
landing is not prohibited. 
Specific Authority 370.027(2) FS. Law lmpit:menu:d 
370.025. 370.027 FS. History-New I 1-1-89, Ameru:kd 
J-J-96. 8-1 -96. 

46-37 .004 Regional Bag Limits; Closed 
Seasons. 

(1) Regional bag limits - Except as provided 
in Rule 46-37.005 and subject to the closed 
seasons specified in subsection (2). no person shall 
harvest more spotted seatrout per day or possess at 
any time, while in, on, or above the waters of the 
state or on any dock, pier, bridge, beach, or other 
fishing site adjacent to such waters, more spotted 
seatrout than the specified bag limit established in 
this subsection within the following identified 
regions: 

(a) Northeast Region and South Region - Five 
(5) spotted seatrout. 

-(b) Northwest Region - Seven (7) spotted 
seatrouL 

(2) Regional season closures - No person shall 
harvest any spotted seatrout within the specified 
region during the closed seasons established in this 
subsection. During the specified closed season. the 
possession of spotted seatrout while in or on the 
waters of the specified region or on any dock. pier, 
bridge, beach, or other fishing site adjacent to such 
waters is prohibited. 

(a) Northeast Region Beginning on 
December 1 of each year and continuing through 
the last day of February of the following year, the 
season for harvest of spotted seatrout is closed in 
the Northeast Region. During this closed season, 
no person shall land any spotted seatrout harvested 
in the South or Northwest Region in the Northeast 
Region. 

(b) South Region - Beginning on November 1 
and continuing through De'cember 31 each year, 
the season for the harvest of spotted seatrout is 
closed in the South Region. During this closed 
season, no person shall land any spotted seatrout 
harvested in the Northeast or Northwest Region in 
the South Region. 

(c) Northwest Region - Beginning on February 
1 and continuing through the last day of February 
each year, the harvest of spotted seatrout is closed 
in the Northwest Region. During this closed 
season, no person shall land any spotted seatrout 
harvested in the Northeast or South Region in the 
Northwest Region. 
Specific Auzhoriry 370.27(2) FS. Law Implemented 
370.025, 370.027 FS. History-New l 1-1-89, Amenaed 
1-1 -96, 8-1 -96. 

46-37.005 Commercial Season and Dally 
Harvest Limit. 

( 1) Commercial Season The harvest of 
spotted seatrout for comrriercial purposes shall be 

limited each vear to the period beginning June I 
and continuing through August 31. Such harvest is 
limited to persons possessing a valid saltwater 
produces license with a restricted species 
endorsement. 

(2) Prohibition of Sale - Once the commercial 
season specified in subsection ( 1) is closed. the 
purchase, sale, or exchange of spotted seatrout 
harvested from Florida or adjacent federal 
Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) waters is 
prohibited, beginning on the date specified . in 
paragraph (a) and continuing through the following 
May 31. 

(a) This prohibition shall be effective beginning 
5 days after the season specified in subsection ( 1) 
is closed. 

(b) This prohibition shall not apply to spotted 
seatrout legally harvested outside Florida or 
adjacent federal Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) 
waters, which sponed seatrout have entered the 
State of Florida in interstate commerce. The burden 
shall be upon any person possessing spotted 
seatrout during the period sale is prohibited to 
establish the chain of possession from the initial 
transaction after haxvest, by appropriate rcceipt(s), 
bill(s) of sale, or bill(s) of lading, and to show that 
such spotted seatrout originated from a point 
outside Florida or adjacent federal Exclusive 
Economic Zone (EEZ) waters, and entered the state 
in interstate commerce. Failure to maintain such 
documentation or to promptly produce same at the 
request of any duly authorized law enforcement 
officer shall constitute a violation of this rule. 

(3) Commercial Daily Harvest Limit - Ea~h 
person harvesting spotted seatrout for commercial 
purposes pursuant to subsection (1) of this rule 
shall be governed by a daily harvest limit of 75 
spotted seatrout per day. No such harvester shall 
possess while in or on state waters more than 75 
spotted seatrout; provided, however. that the 
possession of more than 75 spotted seatrout aboard 
any vessel in or on state waters, irrespective of ~e 
number of commercial licensees aboard, is 
prohibited. The landing of more than 75 spotted 
searrout from a single vessel in any single day is 
prohibited. The towing of any vessel in orde: t? 
exceed the commercial daily harvest lumt 
established by this subsection is prohibited. 
Specific Au.rhority 370.027(2) FS. Lilw lmplemented 
370.025, 370.027 FS. History-New ll·l-89, Amended 
1-1 -96. 

46-37.006 Gear Specifications and Prohibited 
Gear; B ycatch Allowance. 

(1) The harvest of any spotted seatrout, within 
or without the waters of the state, by or with the 
use of any multiple hook in conjunction with live 
or dead natural bait is prohibited. Snagging (snatch 
hooking) of spotted seatrout in or from state waters 
is prohibited. 

(2) The harvest or attempted harvest of any 
spotted seatrout by or with the use ~f any ge~ 
other than a cast net or hook and lme gear is 
prohibited. 

(3) The simultaneous possession aboard a vessel 
of any gill net or entangling net together with any 
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spotted seatrout is prohibited. 370.025, 370.027 FS. History-New ll-1-89, A.merukd 
Spuific Authority 370.027(2) FS. Law implemented 1-1-96. 
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CHAPTER 46-39 
MULLET 

Purpose and Intent; Repeal of 
Certain G1:neral and Special 
Acts; Designation .as Restricted 
Species. 

Definitions. 
Size Limit; Exception. 
Recreational Harvest Seasons. 
Bag LimiL 
Seasonal Bag Limit for Portion of 
Pinellas County. 

Commercial Harvest, Statewide 
Regulations. 

Panhandle Region; Gear 
Restrictions; Seasons. 

Wakulla-Hernando Region; Gear 
Restrictions; Seasons. (Repealed) 

Pasco-Lee Region; Gear 
Resnictions; Seasons; Closed 
Areas. 

CoJlier-Monroe Gulf Region; Gear 
Restrictions; Seasons. (Repealed) 

East Coast Region~ Gear 
Restrictions; Seasons. (Repealed) 

St Johns River Region; Gear 
Restrictions; Seasons. (Repealed) -

Lake Okeechobee Region: Mullet 
Harvest Restrictions. (Repealed) 

46-39.001 Purpose and Intent; Repeal of 
Certain General and Special Acts; Designation 
as Restricted Species. 

( l) The pwpose and intent of this chapter are to 
protect and conserve Florida's mullet resources and 
assure .the continuing health and abundance of the 
species. 

(2) It is the intent of this chapter to ·expressly 
effect the repeal of and replace Section 
370.11 (2)(a)7., Florida Statutes, and the remainder 
of Section 370.11 (2)(a), Florida Statutes, as it 
pertains to rnulleL 

(3) It is the intent of this chapter to repeal and 
replace .the following special acts (local laws), 
which are rules of the Department of Natural 
Resources pursuant to subsection (5) of section 2 
of Chapter 83-134, as amended by Chapter 84-121, 
Laws of Florida. 

(a) Chapter 21429, Laws of Florida ('1941), 
which regulates the taking of ·mullet in Okaloosa 
County. 

(b) Chapter 26115, Laws of Florida (1949), 
which regulates the taking of mulJet in Palm Beach 
County. 

(c) Chapter 57-1320, Laws of Florida (l 957), 
which allows the taking of mullet smaller than 12 
inches in length for bait and provides for the 
licensing of mullet dealers, in Flagler County. 

(d) Chapter 61-1998, Laws of Florida (1961), 
which regulates the taking of mullet in Citrus 
County. 

(e) Chapter 69-948, Laws of Florida (1969), 
which allows the taking of mullet smaller than 12 
inches in length for bait and provides for the 
licensing of mullet dealers, in Clay County. 

( 4) Mullet are hereby designated as a restricted 
species pursuant to Section 370.0 l (20), Florida 
Statutes, except that such designation shall not 
apply to mullet in the Panhandle Region as 
described in Rule 46-39.006. 
Specific Authority 370.01(20), 370.027(2) FS., section 2, 
Chapser 83-134, Laws of Florida, as OJTU!n.ded by Chaptt:r 
84-121, Laws of Florida. Low Imple~n.ud 370.01(20), 
370.025, 370.027 FS., secrion 2, Chaptt:r 83-134, Laws of 
Florid.a, as anunde.d by Chaptt:r 84·121, Laws of Florid.a. 
Hiszory---Ncw 10-19-89, Amended 9-1-91 . 

46-39.002 .Definitions. As used in this rule 
chapter: 

(1) "Fork length" means the length of a fish as 
measured from the tip of the snout to the rear 
center edge of the tail. 

(2) "Harvest" means the catching or taking of a 
fish by any means whatsoever, followed by a 
reduction of such fish to possession. Fish that are 
caught but immediately rerumed lo the water free, 
allve, and unharmed a.re not harvested. ln addition, 
temporary possession of a fish for the pUJ1>0Se of 
measuring it to determine compliance with the 
minimum size requirements of this chapter shall 
not constirute harvesting such fish, provided that it 
is measured immediately after taking, and 
immediately returned to the water free, alive, and 
unharmed if undersize. 

(3) "Harvest for commercial purposes" means . 
the taking or harvesting of any mullet for purposes 
of sale or with intent to sell. Mullet harvest by or 
with the use of any type of net or seine, other than 
a cast net, or in excess of the bag limit, shall 
constitute harvest for commercial purposes. 

(4) "Land," when used in conjunction with the 
harvest of fish, means the physical act of bringing 
the harvested fish ashore. 

(5) "Mullet", also commonly known as black or 
striped mullet. means any fish of the species Mugil 
cephalus, or any part thereof. 

(6) "Sponer plane" means any aircraft as 
defined in Section 330.27(1 )1 Florida Statutes, used 
for aerial identification of the location of fish so 
that a vessel may be directed to the fish. 

(7) "Vessel'' means and includes every 
description of water craft used or capable of being 
used .as a means of transportation on water, 
including nondisplacement craft or .any aircraft 
designed to maneuver on water. 

(8) "Weekend" means that portion of a week 
commencing at noon on Friday and ending at noon 
the following Monday. 
Spt!cific Aurhoriry 370.027(2) FS. Law Implemmted 
370.025, 370.027 FS. History----New 10-19-89, Amuuir:d 
10-1-90, ll -1 6-93, 7-15-96. 

46-39.003 Size Limit; Exception. 
(l) A person harvesting pursuant to Rules 

46-39.005 through 46-39.011 shall not harvest or 
possess, while in or on .the waters of the state, a \ 
quantity of mullet smaller in size than 11 inches 
fork length, which quantity exceeds 10 percent . of 
the total whole weight of all mullet in possession 
of the harvester at any time. 

(2) All mullet harvested for commercial 
purposes within or without the waters of the state 



.. 
(R. 7196) 
46-39.0045 DEPARTME?'.J' OF NATURAL RESOURCES v. 15, p. 4-02 

shall be landed in .a whole condition. The 
possession, while in or on state waters, of a mullet 
harvested for commerciaJ purposes that has been 
deheaded, sliced, .divided, filleted, ground, skinned, 
scaled, or deboned is prohibited. Mere evisceration 
or .. gutting" of such mullet, or mere removal of 
gills before landing is not prohibited. 
Sptcific Authority 370.027(2) FS. Law Jmplc~nrcd 

370.025, 370.027 FS. Hisro~cw 10-19-89. 

46-39.0035 RecreBtional Harvest Seasons. 
(l) No person shall harvest mullet in or from 

state waters during the ten consecutive 24-hour 
periods beginning at noon on the fourth Friday of 
December each year. · 

(2) During the closure period specified m 
subsection (1), no person shall; 

(a) Possess any mullet, while in or on the 
waters of the state; provided., however, that this 
proh.ibition shall not apply to a person possessing 
mullet, aboard a vessel, that has been cut into 
sections or eviscerated C'guned") for use as bait, 
if such person does not also possess aboard the 
vessel any net, other than a landing or dip net. 

(b) Land any mullet. 
(3) The closure period specified in subsection 

(1) shall operate to supersede the special harvest 
provisions of Rule 46-39.0045. 
Specific Authoriry 370.027(2) FS. Law Implemented 
370.025, 370.027 FS. Hisrory-New JJ ·16-93. 

46-39.004 Bag Lim.it. Except as provided in 
Rules 46-39.0045 - 46-39.011: 

(1) No person shall harvest, within or without 
the waters of the state, more than 50 mullet per 
day; provided, however, that two or more 
'harvesters aboard a single vessel in or on the 
waters of the state shall be subject to the vessel 
possession limit specified in subsection (2). 

(2) The possession of more than 50 mullet 
aboard a vessel in or on the waters of the state at 
any time is prohibited. 
Specific Auzhoriry 370.027(2) FS. Law lmplemenred 
370.025, 370.027 FS. History-New 10-19-89, Amended 
9-J-9}. 10-5-92. 

46-39.0045 Seasonal Bag . Lim.it for Portion of 
Pinellas County. 

(1) During the period beginning October 1 .and 
continuing through the following January 31 each 
year, no person, including those harvesting 
pursuant to Rules 46-39.005 and 46-39.008, shaJI 
harvest with.in the areas described in subsection 
(3), more than five mullet per day. However, if 
.there are two or more harvesters aboard a single 
vessel in the areas described in subsection (3), the 
vessel possession limit specified in subsection (2) 
shall apply. 

(2) The possession of more than 5 mullet aboard 
a vessel in the areas described in subsection (3) is 
prohibited. 

(3) The closure area shall include the following 
described areas: 

(a) 1. Riveria Bay and Bayou Grande, commonly 
·known as Papy's Bayou, together with their 
interconnecting waters, the entrance to which is 

defined by a line running irom the southeast (SE) 
corner of the west half (\.Vl/2) of the southwest 
quarter (SWl/4) to the northwest (NW) corner of 
said west half (Wl/2) of the southwest quaner 
(SWl/4) of Section thiny-four (34), Township 
thirty (30) south, Range seventeen (17) easL 

2. Placido Bayou, commonly known as Smack's 
Bayou, Snell Isle Haroour, and Coffee Pot Bayou, 
together with certain inlets and shore indentions of 
Tampa Bay, and a portion of Tampa Bay lying 
between said Bayous, the entrance of which is 
defined -by a line running from the intersection of 
the east (E) line of the west half (W 1/2) of the 
west ha1f (\.V 1/2) of the northeast quarter (NEl/4) 
of Section nine (9) with the shore line of Tampa 
Bay, thence south (S) to the south (S) line of the 
north half (Nl/2) of the north half (Nl/2) of the 
unsurveyed Section sixteen ( 16) thence west (W) 
to the intersection of the south (S) line of the north 
half (N 1/2) of the north half (N 1/2) of Section 
seventeen (17) with the shore line of Tampa Bay, 
being in and a part of Township thirty-one (31) 
south, Range seventeen (17) easL 

(b) Beginning at the end point of Second 
Avenue NE (at the point that Second Avenue NE 
intersects with the Municipal .. Pierhead"), proceed 
north to Marker 3 - 27' 47. 33N 082' 36. 65W -
in SL Petersburg Small Boat Channel "L" (better 
known as "Coffee Pot Channel''); then proceed . 
north to Marker 3 - 27' 47 .46N 082' 36. l 3W -
in SL Petersburg .Small Boat Channel "N" (better 
known as "Snell Isle Channel"); then proceed 
north following the shoreline 200 yards offshore to 
a point approximately 750' north of the southern 
edge of Weedon 's Island. Then proceed south 
following the shoreline of Weedon Island to Tampa 
Bay to the entrance of the waters of Bayou Grande 
(commonly known .as Papy's Bayou) running south 
along the entrance which js defined by a line 
running from the southeast (SE) comer of the west 
half (Wl/2) of the southwest quarter (SWl/4) to 
the northwest (NW) comer of said west half 
(Wl/2) of the southwest quarter (SW 1/4) of 
Section thirty-four (34), Township thirty (30) south, 
Range seventeen ( 17) east. Then proceed southeast 
along the shoreline legally described as Venetian 
Isles Subdivision, Urut 6, Block 14, Lots 1 - 13; 
then proceed south across Tampa Bay to a point 
that intersects with the shoreline legally described 
as Venetian Isles Subdivision, Urut 4, Block 11, 
Lots 24 and 25; then proceed southeast in Tampa 
Bay to the intersection with the shoreline legally 
described as Venetian Isles, Unit 2, Block 7, Lot 
17; then proceed southeast in Tampa Bay to the 
intersection with the shoreline legally described as 
Venetian Isles Subdivision, Block 8, Lots 16 and 
17; then proceed southeast in Tampa Bay to the 
intersect.ion with the shoreline legally described as 
Venetian Isles Subdivision, Unit Five, Block 12, 
Lot 16; then proceed southeast in Tampa Bay to 
the point of intersection .legally described as 
Venetian Isles Subdivision, Unit Seven, Block 16, 
Lot 15; 
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shall be landed in .a whole condition. The 
possession, while in or on state waters, of a mullet 
harvested for commercial purposes that has been 
deheaded. sliced, .divided, filleted, ground, skinned, 
scaled, or deboned is prohibited. Mere evisceration 
or "gutting" of such mullet, or mere removal of 
gills before landing is not prohibited. 
Specific Authoriry 370.027(2) FS. Law lmple~nted 

370.025, 370.027 FS. Hiszory-N~ 10-19-89. 

46-39.0035 RecreBtional Har-vest Seasons. 
( l) No person shall harvest mullet in or from 

state waters during the ten consecutive 24-hour 
periods beginning at noon on the fourth Friday of 
December each year. · 

(2) During the closure period specified rn 
subsection (l ), no person shall: 

(a) Possess any mullet, while in or on the 
waters of the state; provided, however, that this 
prohibition shall not apply to a person possessing 
mullet, aboard a vessel, that has been cut into 
sect.ions or eviscerated ("'gutted") for use as bait, 
if such person does not also possess aboard the 
vessel any net, other than a landing or dip net. 

(b) Land any mullet. 
(3) The closure period specified in subsection 

( 1) shall operate to supersede the special harvest 
provisions of Rule 46-39.0045. 
Specific Authoriry 370.027(2) FS. Law lmplemt!nted 
370.025, 370.027 FS. Hiszory-New JJ-16-93. 

46-39.004 Bag Lim.iL Except as provided in 
Rules 46-39.0045 - 46-39.011: 

(1) No person shall harvest, within or without 
the waters of the state, more than 50 mullet per 
day; provided, however, that two or more 
harvesters aboard a single vessel in or on the 
waters of the state shall be subject to the vessel 
possession limit specified in subsection (2). 

(2) The possession of more than 50 mullet 
aboard a vessel in or on the waters of the state at 
any time is prohibited. 
Specific Authoriry 370.027(2) FS. Law Implt!menud 
370.025, 370.027 FS. His1ory--f.'ew 10-19-89. Ame~d 
9-1-91, 10-5-92. 

46-39.0045 Seasonal Bag Lim.it for Portion of 
Pinellas County. 

( 1) During the period beginning October 1 . and 
continuing through the following January 31 each 
year, no person, including those harvesting 
pursuant to Rules 46-39.005 and 46-39.008, shall 
harvest with.ln the areas described in subsection 
(3), more than five mullet per day. However, if 
.there are two or more harvesters aboard a single 
vessel in the areas described in subsection (3), the 
vessel possession limit specified in subsection (2) 
shall apply. 

(2) The possession of more than 5 mullet aboard 
a vessel in the areas described in subsection (3) is 
prohibited. 

(3) The closure area shall include the following 
described areas: 

(a) 1. Riveria Bay and Bayou Grande, commonly 
·known as Papy's Bayou, together with their 
interconnecting waters, the entrance to which is 

defined by a line running irom the southeast (SE) 
corner of the west half (Wl/2) of the southwest 
quarter (SWl/4) to the nonhwest (N\.V) corner of 
said west half (Wl/2) of the southwest quarter 
(SWJ/4) of Section thiny-four (34), Township 
thirty (30) south, Range seventeen ( 17) ea.sL 

2. Placido Bayou, commonly known as Smack's 
Bayou, Snell Isle Harbour, and Coffee Pot Bayou, 
together with cert.a.in inlets and shore indentions of 
Tampa Bay, and a portion of Tampa Bay lying 
between said Bayous, the entrance of which is 
defined by a line running from the intersection of 
the east (E) line of the west half (Wl/2) of the 
west half (Wl/2) of the non.he.a.st quaner (NEl/4) 
of Section nine (9) with the shore line of Tampa 
Bay, thence south (S) to the south (S) line of the 
north half (N 1/2) of the north half (N 112) of the 
unsurveyed Section sixteen ( 16) thence west (W) 
to the intersection of the south (S) line of the north 
half (N 112) of the north half (Nl/2) of Section 
seventeen (17) with the shore line of Tampa Bay, 
being in and a pan of Township thirty-one (31) 
south, Range seventeen ( 17) easL 

(b) Beginning at the end point of Second 
Avenue NE (at the point that Second Avenue NE 
intersects with the Municipal "Pierhead"), proceed 
north to Marker 3 - 27' 47. 33N 082' 36. 65W -
in SL Petersburg Small Boat Channel "L" (better 
known as "Coffee Pot Channel"); then proceed 
north to Marker 3 - 27' 47.46N 082' 36.13W -
in St Petersburg .Small Boat Channel "N" (bener 
known as "Snell Isle Channel''); then proceed 
north following the shoreline 200 yards off shore to 
a point approximately 750' north of the southern 
edge of Weedon 's Island. Then proceed south 
following the shoreline of Weedo-n lsland to Tampa 
Bay to the entrance of the waters of Bayou Grande 
(commonly known .as Papy 1s Bayou) running south 
along the entrance which is defined by a line 
running from the southeast (SE) comer of the west 
half (Wl/2) of the southwest quart.er (SWI/4) to 
the northwest (NVf) comer of said west half 
(Wl/2) of the southwest quaner (SWl/4) of 
Section thiny-four (34), Township thirty (30) south, 
Range seventeen ( 17) east. Then proceed sou the.a.st 
along the shoreline legally described as Venetian 
Isles Subdivision, Unit 6, Block 14, Lots 1 - 13: 
then proceed south across Tampa Bay to a point 
that intersects with the shoreline legally described 
as Venetian lsles Subdivision, Unit 4, Block 11, 
L0LS 24 and 25; then pr~ southeast in T2.mpa 
Bay to the intersection with the shoreline legally 
described as Venetian Isles, Unit 2, Block 7, Lot 
17; then proceed southeast in Tampa Bay to the 
intersection with the shoreline legally described as 
Venetian Isles Subdivision1 Block 8, Lots 16 and 
17; then proceed southeast in Tampa Bay to the 
intersection with the shoreline legally described as 
Venetian Isles Subdivision, Unit Five, Block 12, 
Lot 16; then proceed southeast in Tampa Bay to 
the point of intersection .legally described as 
Venetian Isles Subdivision, Unit Seven, Block 16, 
Lot 15; 
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then proceed southeast in Tampa Bay to a point of 
intersection legally described at the shoreline as 
Venetian Isles Subdivision, Unit 81 Block 17, Lots 
47 and 48; then proceed south along the shoreline of 
the Venetian lslcs Subdivision, Unit 81 Block 17, 
Lots 16 - 46; then proceed west along the property 
line of Venetian Isles Subdivision, Unit 8, Block 17, 
Lot 15; then proceed west in Tampa Bay to a point 
of intersection legally described as Venetian Isles 
Subdivision, Unit 3, Block 9, Lot 17; then proceed 
southwest in Tampa Bay to a point of intersection 
at the shoreline legally described as the Revised 
Plat of Overlook Section of Shore Acres, Block 1, 
Lot 1; then proceed southwest along the shoreline 
legally described as the Revised Plat of the 
Overlook Section of Shore Acres, Block l and 
Block 2, Lots 1 - 34; proceed in Tampa Bay to the 
entrance of Placido Bayou (commonly known as 
Smack's Bayou). Snell Isle Harbour, and Coffee 
Pot Bayou, together with certain inlets and shore 
indentions of Tampa Bay, and a portion of Tampa 
Bay lying between said Bayous, the entrance of 
which is defined by a line running from the 
intersection of the east (E) line of the west half 
(Wlh) of the west half (Wlh) of the northeast 
quarter (NE1.4) of Section nine (9) with the 
shoreline of Tampa Bay, thence south (S) to the 
south (S) line of the north half (Nlh) of the north 
half (Nlh) of the north half (N 1h) of Section 
seventeen ( 17) with the shore line of Tampa Bay, 
being in and a part of Township thirty-one (31) 
south, range seventeen (I 7) east; then proceed 
south along the shoreline of the City-owned 
property identified as Flora Wylie, North Shore 
and Vinoy Parks; then proceed west along the 
shoreline of Fifth Avenue NE to the intersection 
with Bayshore Drive NE; then proceed south along 
the shoreline of Tampa Bay adjacent to Bay Shore 
Drive NE; then proceed east along the northern 
shoreline adjacent to Second Avenue J\'E from 
Locust St. NE (extended) for a distance of 2200' to 
the point of beginning (POB). 
Specific Authority 370.027(2) FS. Law Implemented 
370.025, 370.027 FS. History-New 10-5-92. 

46-39.005 Commercial Harvest, Statewide 
Regulations. 

( l) Any person harvesting mullet in excess of 
the bag limit established by Rule 46-39.004 shall 
be governed by the statewide regulations contained 
in this rule and by the regional requirements 
contained in Rules 46-39.006 through 46-39.012. 
Except in the Panhandle Region as provided in 
Rule 46-39.006(3), such person shall either possess 
a valid saltwater products license with a restricted 
species endorsement or be aboard a vessel with 
another person so qualified. 

(2) No person shall use any gill net or trammel 
net to harvest mullet which has a mesh size less 
than 3 inches stretched mesh. This minimum mesh 
size shall apply during those portions of the year 
not regionally regulated as to mesh size in Rules 
46-39.006 through 46-39 .01 1. 

(3) No person shall harvest mullet for 
commercial purposes in water of the Atlantic 

Ocean or Gulf of Mexico off shore of the "three 
nautical mile line" (formerly known as the 
territorial sea line) except that, in the 
Collier-Monroe Gulf Region, no person shall 
harvest mullet for commercial purposes offshore of 
the Everglades National Park Line. Such line shall 
commence: at a point on the three nautical mile line 
due southwest of the West Pass Marker, 81 · 31' 
Ir W longitude, 25. 49· 03" N latitude, thereafter 
going due northeast to the West Pass Marker, 
thereafter going in a southerly direction following 
the Western boundary of the Everglades National 
Park to the lighted buoy # 2 at 80 · 52.9' W 
longitude, 24 • 52.3' N latitude, thereafter 240" 
True (or 242 • magnetic) to the three nautical mile 
line, at which point it shall terminate. 

( 4 )(a) Except as provided in paragraph (c) of 
this subsection, no person shall harvest, possess 
while in or on the waters of the state, or land in any 
one day mullet in quantities greater than the bag 
limit specifi.ed in Rule 46·39.004 on any weekend 
during the period beginning on July 1 of each year 
and ending on January 31 of the following year. 

(b) No person shall purchase, sell, or exchange, 
or off er to purchase, sell, or exchange any mullet 
harvested on any weekend during the period 
beginning on July 1 of each year and ending on 
January 31 of the following year. 

(c) A person who has lawfully harvested mullet 
for commercial purposes prior to the beginning of a 
weekend may possess, aboard a vessel, mullet in 
quantities greater than the bag limit after the 
weekend begins, if the vessel is tied up to the 
docking facilities of a licensed wholesale saltwater 
products dealer, the vessel was docked at the 
fac;:ility prior to the beginning of the weekend, and 
the person is in the process of landing the mullet at 
the dealer's facility. 

(5) Commercial Season Harvest Limits. 
(a) Except as provided in paragraph (b) of this. 

subsection, during the period beginning on July 1 
and continuing through September 30 of each year, 
no person harvesting mullet for commercial 
purposes shall harvest or land from a single vessel 
in any one day more than 500 pounds of mullet. 
During this period, the possession of more than 500 
pounds of mullet aboard a single vessel in or on 
state waters at any time is prohibited. 

(b) 1. During the period specified in paragraph 
(a), no more than 1000 pounds of mullet may be 
possessed aboard a single vessel in or on the waters 
of any region other than the Panhandle Region, as 
defined in Rule 46·39.006(1 ). and may be landed 
from such vessel, if there are two persons aboard 
the vessel fishing pursuant to separate valid 
saltwater products licenses with restricted species 
endorsements, one of which may be a vessel 
saltwater products license with an endorsement 
applicable to the vessel. 

2. During the period specified in paragraph (a), 
no more than 1000 pounds of mullet may be 
possessed aboard a single vessel in or on waters of 
the Panhandle Region, as defined in Rule 
46-39.006(1 ), and may be landed from such vessel, 
if there are two persons aboard the vessel fishing 



R. I / ~6) 
. ~.vr.n~ DEPARTME~T OF 'ATCRAL R£SOt:RCES \". 15. p. 404 

1ursuant to separate valid saltwater products 
1censes, one of which ma y be a vessel saltwater 
lroducts license applicable to the vessel. 

(6) Commercial Closed Seasons. 

(a) In addition to the weekend closures specified 
n subsection (4). the harvest of mullet for 
:ommercial purposes is prohibited statewide during 
he ten consecutive 24·hour periods beginning at 
1oon on the fourth Friday of December each year. 

(b) During the closure period specified in 
)aragraph (a), no person subject to this rule shall: 

1. Possess any mullet, while in or on the waters 
>f the state; provided, however, that this prohibition 
,hall not apply to a person possessing mullet, 
board a vessel, that has been cut into sections or 

:viscerated C'guttt!d") for use as bait, if such 
)erson does not also possess aboard the vessel any 
iet, other than a landing or dip net. 

2. Land any mullet. 
(c) The closure period specified in paragraph (a) 

hall operate to supersede the special harvest 
>revisions of Rule 46-39.008(3). 

(7) No person shall harvest mullet in any waters 
>f the state with the aid of any spotter plane. 
)pecific Aurhoriry 370.027(2) FS. Law Jmplemenred 
170.025. 370.027 FS. His1ory-New 10-19-89, Amended 
O-J.90, 9-1-91, Jl-16-93. 

ANNOTATIONS 

Validity 
Rule 46-39.005 regulazing zhe various aspects of the 

·ommucia/ harvesting of muller is not an inYalid exercise 
if delegated legislariYe authority. The Commission 
·onducted public hearing on amendments to this rule and 
'hanges resu/zed from hearing benefitting commercial 
ishermen. The contention that zhe rule discriminares 
rgainsr Florida citizens infaYor of ciri=ens of or her srares 
1as no merit; Florido has no jurisdicrion over fishermen 
rom other states. Sigma International, Inc. v. Marine 
7isheries Commission. 15 FALR 2540 (!993). 

46-39.006 Panhandle Region; Gear Restrictions; 
)easons. 

(1) For purposes of this rule "Panhandle 
{egion" means all state waters from the 
=-Jorida·Alabama border eastward to the 
)chlockonee Line and shoreward of the three 
1autical mile line. The Ochlockone~ Line shall be 
!::fined as that line drawn 112 • True from Bald 
)oint in Franklin County, through the 4 second 
lashing red light fl 2 to the three nautical mile line 
formerly called the territorial sea line). 

(2) During the period beginning October I and 
:ontinuing through November 30 each vear no 
)erson shall harvest or attempt to harves.t m~llet 
vith a gill or trammel net that has a mesh size Jess 
han 31h inches stretched mesh, in the Panhandle 
Zegion. 

(3) In the Panhandle Region, any person 
iarvesting mullet in excess of the bag limit 
:stablished by Rule 46·39.004 shall either possess a 
·alid individual saltwater products license or be 
lboard a vessel for which a valid vessel saltwater 
)roducts license has been issued. 
)pecijfr Aurhoriry 370.027(2) FS. Law Implemented 
~i 0.025, 370.027 FS. History-Ne.,,,· J0-19-89, Amended 
1-/-91. 

4~39.007 '\\'"akulla-Hernando Rei:ion; Gear 
Restrictions; Seasons. 
Specific Authority 370.027(2) FS. Law lmplemenred 
370.02.5. 370.027 FS. History-New 10-19-89, Amended 
10-1-90. Repeal~d 1-1-96. 

46-39.008 Pasco-Lee Region; Gear Restrictions; 
Seasons; Closed Areas. 

( l) For purposes of this rule, .. Pasco-Lee 
Region" means all state waters from the 
Hernando-Pasco County Line southward to the 
Lee-Collier County Line, shoreward of the three 
nautical mile line. 

(2)(a) During the period beginning November l 
and continuing through December 31 each vear, no 
person shall harvest or attempt to harvest mullet 
with a gill or trammel net that has a mesh size less 
than 4 inches stretched mesh in the Pasco-Lee 
Region. 

(b) During the period beginning November 1 of 
each year and continuing through January 31 of 
the following year, the following waters shall be 
closed to the harvest of mullet in excess of the bag 
limit established by Rule 46-39 .004, during the 
period specified above. These closures shall not 
affect operation of existing closures of the same 
areas established by Jaw or rule, during the 
remainder of the year. 

1. In Manatee County, on the Manatee River 
upstream of a line from the eastern side of the 
mouth of Warner's Bayou northeasterly to the 
eastern side of the mouth of Tierra Ciea Cutoff. 

2. In Charlotte County, on the Peace River, 
upstream of a line from Mangrove Point running 
northwesterly through the northeasternmost point 
of Locust Point to the shoreline in the body of water 
known as Myakka Cutoff. 

3. In Charlotte County, all of Coral Creek 
upstream of its mouth on Gasparilla Sound. 

(3)(a) During the period beginning October 1 
and continuing through the following January 31 
each year no person shall harvest or attempt to 
harvest mullet with a gill net, trammel net or seine 
in the closure area described in paragraph (d), 
located in Pinellas County. Provided, however, that 
a maximum of five mullet per person per day, or five 
mullet per vessel per day, whichever is less, may be 
harvested with a cast net in the closure area 
described in paragraph (d). 

(b) During the period beginning October 1 and 
continuing through the following January 31 each 
year the possession of more than five mullet aboard 
a vessel in or on the closure area described in 
paragraph (d) is prohibited. 

(c) During the period beginning October I and 
continuing through the following January 31 each 
year the possession of any net or seine, except for a 
single cast net, is prohibited in or on the closure 
area described in paragraph (d). 

(d) 1. Riviera Bay and Bayou Grande, 
commonly known as Papy's Bayou, together with 
their interconnecting waters, the entrance to which 
is defined by a line running from the southeast (SE) 
corner of the west half (W1/.z) of the southwest 
quarter (SW 1h) to the northwest (NW) corner of 
said west half (W 1/2) of the southwest quarter 
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iursuant to separate valid saltwater products · 
1censes. one of which may be a vessel saltwater 
iroducts license applicable to the vessel. 

(6) Commercial Closed Seasons. 

(a) In addition to the weekend closures specified 
n subsection (4). the harvest of mullet for 
:ommercial purposes is prohibited statewide during 
he ten consecutive 24·hour periods beginning at 
10on on the fourth Friday of December each year. 

(b) During the closure period specified in 
Jaragraph (a), no person subject to this rule shall: 

1. Possess any mullet, while in or on the waters 
)f the state; provided, however, that this prohibition 
.hall not apply to a person possessing mullet, 
.board a vessel, that has been cut into sections or 
:viscerated ("'gutted'') for use as bait, if such 
Jerson does not also possess aboard the vessel any 
iet, other than a landing or dip net. 

2. Land any mullet. 
(c) The closure period specified in paragraph (a) 

,hall operate to supersede the special harvest 
-:Jrovisions of Rule 46·39.008(3). 

(7) No person shall harvest mullet in any waters 
>f the state with the aid of any spotter plane. 
)pwfic Authority 370.027(2) FS. Law Implemented 
?70.025, 370.027 FS. Hisrory-New 10-19-89, Amended 
' 0-1·90. 9-1·91, 11-16-93. 

ANNOTATIONS 

Va.lidiry 
Rule 46-39.005 regulating the various aspects of the 

·ommucia/ harvesting of mullet is not an invalid exercise 
if delegated legislative authority. The Commission 
·onducud pub/;c hearing on amendments to this rule and 
·hanges resulted from hearing benefitring commercial 
ishermen.. The contention that the rule discrimina1es 
1gainst Florida citizens in favor of ciri::ens of or her states 
1as no merit; Florida has no jurisdiction over fishermen 
rom other states. Sigma lnternational, inc. v. Marine 
:-isheries Commission. 15 FALR 2540 (!993.1. 

~ 46-39.006 Panhandle Region; Gear Restrictions; 
.:>easons. 

( 1) For purposes of this rule "Panhandle 
=tegion'' means all state waters from the 
=-1orida-Alabama border eastward to the 
)chlockonee Line and shoreward of the three 
1autical mile line. The Ochlockone'e Line shall b: 
j:fined as that line drawn 112 • True from Bald 
?oint in Franklin County, through the 4 second 
1ashing red light # 2 to the three nautical mile line 
~formerly called the territorial sea line). 

(2) During the period beginning October 1 and 
.::ontinuing through November 30 each vear no 
)erson shall harvest or attempt to harves.t m~llet 
vith a gill or trammel net that has a mesh size less 
.han 3lh inches stretched mesh, in the Panhandle 
:{egion. 

(3) I.n the Panhandle Region, any person 
iarve~trng mullet in excess of the bag limit 
~stabhshed by Rule 46-39.004 shall either possess a 
;aJid individual saltwater products license or be 
1board a vessel for which a valid vessel saltwater 
Jroducts license has been issued. 
)pecific Authority 370.027{'}) FS. Law fmplemenred 
Ji0.025, 3i0.027 FS. History-New 10-19-89. Amended 
?- /-91. 

4~39.007 Wakulla-Hernando Region; Gear 
Restrictions: Seasons. 
Specific Authority 370.027(2) FS. law.• Implemented 
370.02.5. 370.027 FS. History-Ne.,,,.• J0-19-89, Amended 
JO-J-90. Repealed J.J.96. 

46-39.008 Pasco-Lee Region; Gear Restrictions; 
Seasons; Closed Areas. 

( 1) For purposes of this rule, •'Pasco· Lee 
Region" means all state waters from the 
Hernando-Pasco County Line southward to the 
Lee·Collier County Line, shoreward of the three 
nautical mile line. 

(2)(a) During the period beginning November J 

and continuing through December 31 each year, no 
person shall harvest or attempt to harvest mullet 
with a gill or trammel net that has a mesh size less 
than 4 inches stretched mesh in the Pasco·Lee 
Region. 

(b) During the period beginning November 1 of 
each year and continuing through January 31 of 
the following year, the following waters shall be 
closed to the harvest of mullet in excess of the bag 
limit established by Rule 46-39.004, during the 
period specified above. These closures shall not 
affect operation of existing closures of the same 
areas established by law or rule, during the 
remainder of the year. 

1. In Manatee County, on the Manatee River 
upstream of a line from the eastern side of the 
mouth of Warner's Bayou northeasterly to the 
eastern side of the mouth of Tierra Ciea Cutoff. 

2. In Charlotte County, on the Peace River, 
upstream of a line from Mangrove Point running 
northwesterly through the northeasternmost point 
of Locust Point to the shoreline in the body of water 
known as Myakka Cutoff. 

3. In Charlotte County, all of Coral Creek 
upstream of its mouth on Gasparilla Sound. 

(3)(a) During the period beginning October 1 
and continuing through the following January 31 
each year no person shall harvest or attempt to 
harvest mullet with a gill net, trammel net or seine 
in the closure area described in paragraph (d), 
located in Pinellas County. Provided, however, that 
a maximum of five mullet per person per day, or five 
mullet per vessel per day, whichever is less. may be 
harvested with a cast net in the closure area 
described in paragraph (d). 

(b) During the period beginning October l and 
continuing through the following January 31 each 
year the possession of more than five mu JI et a board 
a vessel in or on the closure area dcscrib::.d in 
paragraph (d) is prohibited. 

(c) During the period beginning October I and 
continuing through the following January 31 each 
year the possession of any net or seine, except for a 
single cast net, is prohibited in or on the closure 
area described in paragraph (d). 

(d) 1. Riviera Bay and Bayou Grande, 
commonly known as Papy's Bayou, together with 
their interconnecting waters, the entrance to which 
is defined by a line running from the southeast (SE) 
corner of the west half (WVi) of the southwest 
quarter (SW 11~) lO the northwest (NW) corner of 
said west half (Wl/i) of the southwest quarter 
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(SW 11~) of Section thirty-four (34) , Township 
thirty (30) south. Range seventeen (I 7) east. 

2. Beginning at the end point of Second Avenue 
NE (at the point that Second Avenue NE intersects 
with the Municipal "Pierhead"), proceed north to 
Marker 3 - 27' 47. 33N 082" 36. 65W - in St. 
Petersburg Small Boat Channel .. L .. (better known 
as .. Coffee Pot Channel"); then proceed north to 
Marker 3 - 27' 47 .46N 082' 36.13W - in St. 
Petersburg Small Boat Channel •'N" (better known 
as .. Snell Isle Channel"); then proceed north 
following the shoreline 200 yards offshore to a point 
approximately 750' north of the southern edge of 
Weedon 1s Island. Then proceed south follo'Vl'ing the 
shoreline of Weedon Island to Tampa Bay to the 
entrance of the waters of Bayou Grande 
(commonly known as Papy's Bayou) running south 
along the entrance which is defined by a line 
running from the southeast (SE) corner of the west 
half (W1h) of the southwest quarter (SW 1,q to the 
northwest (NW) corner of said west half 
(W 1h) of the southwest quarter (SW 1h) of Section 
thirty-four (34), Township thirty (30) south, 
Range seventeen ( 17) east. Then proceed southeast 
along the shoreline legally described as Venetian 
Isles Subdivision, Unit 6. Block 14, Lots l - 13: 
then proceed south across Tampa Bay to a point 
that intersects with the shoreline legally described 
as Venetian Isles Subdivision, Unit 4, Block 11, 
Lots 24 and 25; then proceed southeast in Tampa 
Bay to the intersection with the shoreline legally 
described as Venetian Isles, Unit 2, Block 7, Lot 17; 
then proceed southeast in Tampa Bay to the 
intersection with the shoreline legally described as 
Venetian Isles Subdivision, Block 8, Lots 16 and 
17; then proceed southeast in Tampa Bay to the 
intersection with the shoreline legally described as 
Venetian Isles Subdivision, Unit Five, Block 12, 
Lot 16; then proceed southeast in Tampa Bay to the 
point of intersection legally described as Venetian 
Isles Subdivision, Unit Seven, Block 16, Lot 15; 
then proceed southeast in Tampa Bay to a point of 
intersection legally described at the shoreline as 
Venetian Isles Subdivision, Unit 8, Block 17, Lots 
47 and 48; then proceed south along the shoreline of 
the Venetian Isles Subdivision, Unit 8, Block 17, 
Lots 16 - 46; then proceed west along the property 
line of Venetian Isles Subdivision, Unit 8, Block 17, 
Lot 15; then proceed west in Tampa Bay to a point 
of intersection legally described as Venetian Isles 
Subdivision, Unit 3, Block 9, Lot 17; then proceed 
southwest in Tampa Bay to a point of intersection 
at the shoreline legally described as the Revised 

Plat of Overlook Section of Shore Acres. Block 1, 
Lot l; then proceed southwest along the shoreline 
legally described as the Revised Plat of the 
Overlook Section of Shore Acres, Block l and 
Block 2, Lots 1 - 34; proceed in Tampa Bay to the 
entrance of Placido Bayou (commonly known as 
Smack's Bayou), Snell Isle Harbour, and Coffee 
Pot Bayou, together with certain inlets and shore 
indentions of Tampa Bay, and a portion of Tampa 
Bay lying between said Bayous, the entrance of 
which is defined by a line running from the 
intersection of the east (E) line of the west half 
('WY2) of the west half (W1h) of the northeast 
quarter (NE 1h) of Section nine (9) with the 
shoreline:: of Tampa Bay. thence south (S) to the 
south (S) line of the north half (N 1h) of the north 
half (Nlh) of the north half (N 1h) of Section 
seventeen (17) with the shore line of Tampa Bay, 
being in and a part of Township thirty-one (31) 
south, range seventeen ( l 7) east; then proceed 
south along the shoreline of the City-owned 
property identified as Flora Wylie, North Shore 
and Vinoy Parks; then proceed west along the 
shoreline of Fifth Avenue NE to the intersection 
with Bayshore Drive NE; then proceed south along 
the shoreline of Tampa Bay adjacent to Bay Shore 
Drive NE: then proceed east along the northern 
shoreline adjacent to Second Avenue NE from 
Locust St. NE (extended) for a distance of 2200' to 
the point of beginning (POB). 
Specific Aurhoricy 'S70.027(2) FS. Law lmplemenred 
370.025, 370.027 FS. History-New 10-19-89, Amended 
10-1-90, 10-5-92, 9-J-93. 11-29-93. 

46-39.009 Collier-Monroe Gulf Region; Gear 
Restrictions; Seasons. 
Specific Authority 370.027(2) FS. Law Implemented 
370.025, 370.027 FS. Hisrory-Ne-w 10-19-89, Amended 
10-1-90, Repealed 1-1-96. 

46-39.010 East Coast Region; Gear 
Restrictions; Seasons. 
Specific Authoriry 370.027(2) FS. Law Implemented 
370.025, 370.027 FS. History-New 10-19-89, Repealed 
1-1-96. 

46-39.01 I St. Johns River Region; Gear 
Restrictions; Seasons. 
Specific A11thoriry 3i0.027(2) FS. · Law lmplemented 
370.025. 370.207 FS. Hisrory-New 10-19-89, Repealed 
1-1-96. 

46-39.012 Lake Okeechobee Region: Mullet 
Harvest Restrictions. 
Specific Authority 370.027(2) FS. Law Implemented 
370.025. 370.027 FS. History-.New 10-1-90. Repealed 
l-J-96. 
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CHAPTER 46-42 
MARINE LIFE 

Purpose and Intent; Designation 
of Restricted Species; Definition 
of ··Marine Life Species". 

Definitions. 
Prohibition of Harvest: Longspine 

Urchin, Bahama Starfish. 
Live Landing and Live Well 

Requirements. 
Harvest in Biscayne National 

Park Prohibited; Exception. 
Size Llmit.s. 
Bag Limit 
Commercial Season, Harves.t 
Lirrut.s. 

Gear Specifications and Prohibited 
Gear. 

Live Rock: Harvest in Staie 
Waters Prohibited; Aquacultured 
Live Rock Harvest and Landing 
Allowed. 

Prorubition on the Taking, 
Destruction, or Sale of Marine 
Corals and Sea. Fans; Exception: 
Repeal of Section 370.114, 
Florida Statutes. 

46-42.001 Purpose .and Intent; Designation of 
Restricted Species; Definition .. of "Marine Life 
Species". 

(l)(a) The purpose and intent ·of ·th.is chapter are 
to protect and conserve Florida's tropical marine 
·life resources .and assure the continuing health and 
abundance of these species. The further intent of 
th.is chapter is to .assure that harvesters in .this 
fishery use nonlethal methods of harvest .and that 
the fish, invertebrates, and plants :so harvested be 
maintained alive for the maximum possible 
conservation .and economic benefits. 

(b) It is the express intent of the Marine 
Fisheries Commission that landing of live rock 
propagated through aquaculture will be allowed 
pursuant to the provisions of this chapter. 

(2) The following fish species, as they occur in 
·waters of the state ' .and in federal Exclusive 
Economic Zone (EEZ) waters adjacent to state 
Wale.rs, are hereby designated as restricted species 
pursuant to Section· 370.01 (20), Florida Statutes: 

(a) Moray eels - Any species of the Family 
Muraenidae. 

(b) Snake eels - Any species of the Genera 
MyrichJhys and Myrophi.s of the Family 
Oph.i cbthid ae. 

(c) Toadfish Arly species of the Family 
Batrachoidid.ae. 

(d) Frogfish Any species of the Family 
Aritennariidae. 

(e) Batfish - Arly species of the Family 
Ogcocephalidae. 

(f) Clingfish - Arly species of the Family 
Gobiesoci dae. 

(g) Trumpetfish - Any species of the Family 
Aulostomidae. 

(h) Cornetfish - Any species of the Family 

Fistul ari.i dae. 
(i) Pipefish/seaborses - Any species of the 

Family Syngnathidae. 
G) Hamktlsea.bass - Any species of the Family 

Serranid.a..e, except groupers of the genera 
Epin~phalu.s and Mycteroperca, and sea.bass of the 
genus Ce:n.tropristis. 

(k) Ba.sslets - Any species of the Family 
Gra.mrnisti dae. 

(1) Cardinalfi.sh - Arly species of the Family 
Apogoni dae. 

(m) High-hat, Jackknife-fish, Spon.ed mum, 
Cubbyu - Any species of the genus Eque:tus of 
the Family Sciaen.id.ae. 

(n) Reef Croakers - Any of the species 
Odon.J.oci.on dent.ex. 

(o) Sweepers - Any species of the Family 
P emph ericti da.e. 

(p) Butterflyfish - Any species of the Family 
Oiaetcxiontidae. 

(q) Angelfish - Any species of the Family 
Pomacanthidae. 

(r) Damselfish - Any species of the Family 
Pomacentridae. 

(s) Hawkfish - Any species of the Family 
Cirrhitidae. 

(t) Wrasselhogfish/razorfish - Any species of 
the Family Labridae, except hogfish, Lachn.olaimus 
maxi.mus. 

(u) Parrotfish -· Any species of the Family 
Scaridae. 

(v) Jawfish - Any species of the Family 
Opistognathidae. 

(w) Blennies - Any species of the Families 
Clinidae or Blenniidae. 

(x) Sleepers - Any species of the Family 
El eotri di dae. 

(y) Gobies - Any species of the Family 
Gobudae. 

(z) Tangs .and surgeon.fish - Any species of the 
Family Acanthuridae. 

(aa) Filefish/triggerfish - Any species of the 
Family Balistes, except gray triggerfish, BalistUiae 
capriscus . . 

(bb) Trunkfish/cowfish - Any species of the 
Family Ostraciida~ 

(cc) Pufferlish/burrfish/balloonfish - Any of 
the following species: 

1. Balloon.fish - Diodon ·holocanJhu.s. 
2. Sharpnose puffer - Canthigast.er ronraJa. 
3. Striped burrfish - Chilomycte.rus schoepfi. 
(3) The following invertebrate species, as they 

occur in waters of the st.ate .and -in federal 
Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) waters adjacent to 
state waters, are hereby -designated as restricted 
species pursuant to Section 370.01(20), Florida 
Statutes:· 

(a) Sponges - Any species of the Oass 
Demospongia, except sheepswool, yellow, ,grass, 
glove, finger, wire, reef, and velvet sponges, Order ' 
Di ctyocerati da.. 

(b) Upside-down jellyfish - Any species of the 
Genus Cassiopeia. 

(c) Siphonophores/hyd.roids - Any species of 
the Class Hyd.rozoa, except fire corals, Order 
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Mill epori na. 
(d) Soft corals - Any species of the Subclass 

Oc:tocorallia, except sea fans Gorgonia flabdl.um 
.and Gorgonia ·vmialina. 

(e) Sea anemones - Any species of the Orders 
Actinaria, Zoanthidea, Corallimorphar.ia, .and 
Cerianth.a.ria. 

(f) Featherdu.ster worms/caJcareous tubeworm.s 
- Any species of the Families Sabell.idae ..and 
Serpulidae. 

(g) Sw-shells Any of the species Astrae.a 
americana or Astraea phoebia. 

(h) Nuclibranchs/sea slugs - Any species ·'Of the 
Subclass Opisthobranch.ia. 

(i) Fileclams - Any species of the Genus Li.ma. 
G) Octopods - Any species of the Order 

Octopoda, except the common octopus, Octopodus 
vulgaris. 

(k) Shrimp - Any of the foJlowing species: 
1. Oeaner shrimp and peppennint shrimp 

Any species of the Genera Peri.climenes or 
Lysmata. 

2. Coral shrimp - Any species of the Genus 
Steno pus. 

3. Snapping shrimp - Any species of the 
Genus Alpheus. 

(1) Crabs - Any of the following species: 
l. Yellowline arrow crab - Stenorhyn.chus 

seticomis. 
2. Furcate spider or decorator crab 

Sienocionops furcat.a. 
3. Tbinstripe hermit crab Clibanarius 

vittatus. 
4. Polkadotted hermit crab Phimochiros 

opercu l.atus. 
5. Spotted porcelain crab - Porcellana sayana. 
6. Nimble spray or urchin crab - Percnon 

gibbesi. 
7. False arrow crab - M etoporhaphis calcarata. 
(m) Starfish - Any species of the Oass 

Asteroidea, except the Bahama starfish, Oreaster 
·retie ulatu.s. 

(n) Brittlestars - Any species of the Class 
Ophiuroidea. 

(o) Sea urchins - Any .species of the Oass 
Echinoidea, except longspine urchin, Diadema 

·an.tillarum, and sand dollars .and sea bisettits, Order 
Qypeasteroida. 

(p) Sea cucumbers - Any species of the Class 
Ho1othuroidea. 

(q) Sea lillies - Any species of the Oass 
Crinoidea. 

(4) The following species of plants, as they 
occur in waters of the state and in federal 
Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) waters adjacent to 
·st.ate waters, are hereby designated as restricted 
species pursuant to Section 370.0i(20), Florida 
Statutes: · 

(a) Caulerpa - Any species of the Family 
Caulerpaceae. 

(b) HalimedaJmermaid's fan/mermaid's shaving 
brush - Any species of the Family Halimedaceae. 

(c) Coralline red algae - Any species of the 
Family Corallinaceae. 

(5) For. the pw-poses of Sectio[} 370.06(2)(d), 

Florida Statutes, the term "marine life species" is 
defined to me.an those species designated as 
restricted species in subsections (2), (3), and (4) of 
this rule.. 
S~cific Au1horiry 370.01(20), 370.027(2), 370.06(,2)( d) 
FS. Law lmplont!11Ud 370.01(20), 370.025, 370.027, 
370.06(2)(d) FS. History-New 1-1-91, lvru!ruied 7-1-92, 
1-1-95. 

46-42.002 Definitions. As used in this rule 
chapter: 

(1) ••Barrier net," .also known .as a "fence net," 
means a seine used beneath the surf ace of the 
water by a diver to enclose and concentral.e 
tropical fish and which may be made of either 
nylon or monofilamenL 

(2) "Drop net" means a small, usually circular, 
net with weights attached along the outer edge and 
a single float in the center, used by a cliver to 
enclose and concentrate tropical fish . 

(3) "Hand held net" means a )anding or dip net 
as defined in Rule 46-4.002(4), except that a 
portion of the bag may be constructed of dear 
plastic material, rather than mesh. 

(4) .. Harvest" means the cal.ching or t..a.klng of a 
marine organism by any means whatsoever, 
followed by a reduction of such organism to 
possession. Marine orgarusms that are caught but 
irrunediate]y returned to the water free, ah~e, and 
unharmed are not harvested. In add.it.ion, temporary 
possession of a marine animal for the PllllX>Se of 
measuring it to determine compliance -with the 
.minimum or .maximum size requirements of this 
chapter shall not constitute harvesting such .animal, 
·provided that it is measured immediately after 
taking, and immediately returned .to the water free, 
alive, and unharmed if undersize or oversize. 

(5) .. Harvest for commercial purposes" means 
the taking or harvesting of any tropical ornament.al 
marine life species or tropical ornamental marine 
plant for purposes of sale or with intent to sell. 
The harvest of tropical ornamental marine life 
species .or tropical ornamental marine plants in 
excess of the bag limit sh.all const.irute a violation 
of this rule. 

(6) "Land," when used in connection with the 
harvest of marine organisms, means the physical 
act of bringing the harvested organism ashore. 

(7) .. Live rock" means rock wjth living marine 
organisms attached to j L 

(8) .. Octocora1' 1 means any erect., nonencrusting 
species of the Subclass Octocorallia, except the 
species Gorgonia flabellum and Gorgonia 
vental.ina. 

(9) "Slurp gun means ·a self-contained, 
handheld device that captures tropical fish by 
rapidly drawing seawater containing such fish into 
a closed chamber. 

(10) "Total length" means the length of a fish 
as measured from the tip of the snout to the tip of 
the tail. 

(11) "Trawl,. means a net in the form of an 
elongated bag with the mouth kept open by various 
means and fished by being towed or dragged on 
the bottom. "Roller frame trawl" means a trawl 
with all of the · following features and 

: , I 
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Milleporina. 
(d) Soft corals - Any species of the Subclass 

Octocorallia., exceJ:X sea fans Gorgcmia flabdl.um 
.and Gorgonia vmzaiina.. 

(e) Sea anemones - Any species of the Orders 
Actinaria., Zoanth.idea., Corallimorpharia., .and 
Ceriantharia. 

(f) Featherduster worrru/calcareous tubeworms 
- Any species of the Families Sabellidae .and 
Serpulidae. 

(g) Star-shells Any of the species Astraea 
ameri.cana or Astraea phoehia. 

(h) Nuctibranchs/sea slugs - Any species ·of the 
Subclass Opisthobrancrua. 

(i) File.clams - Any species of the Genus Lima.. 
G) Octopods - Any species of the Order 

Octopoda, except the conunon octopus, Octopodus 
vulgaris. 

(k) Shrimp - Any of the fo1lowing species: 
1. Oeaner shrimp and peppennint shrimp 

Any species of the Genera Periclimenes or 
Lysmala.. 

2. Coral shrimp - Any species of the Genus 
Sten.opus. 

3. Snapping shrimp - Any species of the 
Genus Alpheus. 

(1) Crabs - Any of the following species: 
1. Yellowline arrow crab - Stenorhynchus 

sericomis. 
2. Furcate spider or decorator crab 

Szenocionops f urea.ta. 
3. Thinstripe hermit crab Clibanan"us 

vinaru.s. 
4. Polkadoned hermit crab Phimochirus 

opercu Jatu.s. 
5. Spotted porcelain crab - Poree/Jana sayan.a.. 
6. Nimble spray or urchin crab - Percnon 

gibbesi. 
7. False arrow crab - Meroporhaphis cal.carata. 
(m) Starfish - Any species of the Oass 

Asteroidea, except the Bahama starfish, Oreasler 
retie u Jatu.s. 

(n) Brittle.stars - Any species of the Class 
Ophiuroidea. 

(o) Sea urchins - Any , species of the Oass 
Ecruooidea, except longspine urchin, Diadem.a 
·anlillarum, and sand dollars .and sea biscui~, Order 
Oypeasteroida.. 

(p) Sea cucumbers - Any species of the Oass 
Holotiluroidea. 

(q) Sea lilUes - Any species of the Oass 
Crinoidea. 

(4) The following species of plants, as they 
occur in waters of the state and in federal 
Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) waters adjacent to 
state waters, are hereby designated as restricted 
species pursuant to Section 370.0i(20), Florida 
Statutes: 

(a) Caulerpa - Any species of the Family 
CauJerpaceae. 

(b) Halimeda/mermaid's fan/mermaid's shaving 
brush - Any species of the Family Halimedaceae. 

(c) Coralline red algae - AJly species of the 
Family Corallinaceae. 

(5) For. the purposes of Sectio[} 370.06(2)(d), 

Florida Statutes, the term ··marine life species" is 
defined to mea.n th~e species designated as 
restricte.d species in subsections (2), (3), and (4) of 
this rule. 
S~cific Authoriry 370.0J(20), 370.027(2), 370.06(2)(d) 
FS. Law lmplemenll!d 370.01(20), 370.025, 370.027, 
370.0fi(2)(d) FS. Hi.rtory-New 1·1·91, ~ruled 7-1-92, 
1·1-95. 

46-42.002 Definitions. As Used in this rule 
chapter: 

(1) .. Barrier net.." .also known .as a .. fence net.," 
means a seine used beneath the surface of the 
water by a diver to enclose and concentraJ.e 
tropical fish and which may be made of either 
nylon or monofilamenL 

(2) "Drop net" means a small, usually cira.rlar, 
net with weights attached along the outer edge and 
a single float in the center, used by a ctiver to 
enclose and concentrate tropical fish. 

(3) "Hand held net" means a landing or dip net 
as defined in Rule 46-4.002(4), except that a 
portion of the bag may be constructed of clear 
plastic material, rather than mesh. 

(4) "Harvest" means the caiching or taking of a 
marine organism by any means whatsoever, 
followed by a reduction of such organism to 
possession. Marine organisms that arc caught but 
irrunediately returned to the water free, ali"".e, and 
unharmed are not harvested.. In add.it.ion, temporary 
possession of a marine animal for the purpose of 
measuring it to detennine compliance with the 
.minimum or .maximum size requirements of this 
chapter shall not constitute harvesting such .animal, 
·provided that it is measured immediately after 
ta.king, and immediately returned .to the water free, 
alive, and unharmed if undersize or oversize. 

(5) "Harvest for commercial purposes" means 
the taking or harvesting of any tropical Qfllament.al 
marine life species or tropical ornament.al marine 
plant for purposes of sale or with intent to sell. 
The harvest of ·tropical ornamental marine life 
species or tropical ornamental marine plan~ in 
excess of the bag limit shall constitute a violation 
of this J1Jle. 

(6) "Land," when used in connection with the 
harvest of marine organisms, means the physical 
act of bringing the harveste.d organism ashore. 

(7) ''Live rock" means rock with living marine 
organisms anached to it 

(8) "Octocoral" means any erect, noneocrusting 
species of the Subclass Octocorallia, except the 
species GorgonW. flabellum and Gorgonia 
venJ.ai.ina. 

(9) .. Slurp gun means a self-contained, 
handheld device that captures tropical fish by 
rapidly drawing seawater containing such fish into 
a closed charnbeL 

(10) "Tot;i) length" means the length of a fish 
as measured from the tip of the snout to the tip of 
the tail. 

(11) "Trawl" means a net in the form of an 
elongated bag with the mouth kept open by various 
means and fished by being towed or dragged on 
the bottom. "Roller frame trawl" means a trawl 
with all of the · foUowing features .and 
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specifications : 
(a) A rectangular rigid frame to keep the mouth 

of the trawl open while being towed . 
(b) The lower horizontal beam of the frame has 

rollers to allow the trawl to roll over the bottom 
and any obstructions while being towed. 

(c) The trawl opening is shielded by a grid of 
vertical bars spaced no more than 3 inches apan. 

(d) The trawl is towed by attaching a line or 
towing cable to a tongue located above or at the 
center of the upper horizontal beam of the frame . 

(e) The trawl has no doors anached to keep the 
mouth of the trawl open. 

(12) ''Tropical fish" means any species included 
in subsection (2) of Rule 46-42.001, or any pan 
thereof. 

(13) "Tropical ornamental marine life species" 
means any species included in subsections (2) or 
(3) of Rule 46-42.001, or any pan thereof. 

(14) "Tropical ornamental marine plant" means 
any species included in subsection (4) of Rule 
46-42.001. 
Specific Authority 370.027(2) FS. Law Jmplemented 
370.025, 370.027 FS. His1orv- New J-J-91. Amended 
7-J-92. 1-1-95. 7-15-96. . 

46-42.003 Prohibition of Harvest: Longspine 
Urchin, Bahama Starfish. No person shall 
harvest, possess while in or on the waters of the 
state, or land any of the following species: 

(1) Longspine urchin, Dia.Lie ma. anrillarum. 
(2) Bahama starfish, Oreaster rericularus. 

Specific Aurhoriry 370.027(2) FS. Law implemented 
370.025, 370.027 FS. History-New 1-1-9i, Amended 
7-1-92. 

46-42.0035 Live Landing and Live Well 
Requirements. 

( 1) Each person harvesting any tropical 
ornamental marine life species or any tropical 
ornamental marine plant shall land such marine 
organism alive . 

(2) Each person harvesting any tropical 
ornamental marine life species or any tropical 
ornamental marine plant shall have aboard the 
vessel being used for such harvest a continuously 
circulating live well or. aeration or oxygenation 
system of adequate size and capacity to maintain 
such harvested marine organisms in a healthy 
condition. 
Specific Aurhoriry 370.027(2) FS. Law implemented 
370.025, 370.027 FS. History-New 7-1-92. 

46-42.0036 Hanest in Biscayne National Park 
Prohibited; Exception. 

(1) No person shall harvest any tropical 
ornamental marine life species or any tropical 
ornamental marine plant within Biscayne National 
Park, unless such person possesses a valid 
collecting perm.it issued by the superintendent of 
the park. 

(2) For purposes of this rule, the tenn 
·~Biscayne National Park" shall mean all waters 
lying ·within the boundaries of the park as 
described in Rule 46-28 .004(2) . 
Spec(fic Authority 370.027(2) FS. Law implemented 
370.025. 370.027 FS. His1ory--Ncw 7-1-92. 

46-42.004 Size Limits. 
( l) Angelfishes . 
(a) No person harvesting for commercial 

purposes shall harvest, possess while in or on the 
waters of the state, or land any of the following 
species of angelfish, of total length less than that 
set forth below: 

1. One-and-one-half (1 lh) inches for : 
a. Gray angelfish (Poma.canthus arcuarus). 
b. French angelfish (Poma.canchus paru). 
2. One-and-three-quaners (1 3/~) inches for: 
a. Blue angelfish (Holacanthus bermudensi.r) . 
b. Queen angelfish (Holacanthus ciliaris). 
3. Two (2) inches for rock beauty (Holacanrhus 

tricolor). 
(b) No person shall harvest, possess while in or 

on the waters of the state, or land any angelfish 
(Family Pomacanth.idae), of total length greater 
than that specified below: 

1. Eight (8) inches for angelfish. except rock 
beauty (Holacanthus tricolor). 

2. Five (5) inches for rock: beauty. 
(c) Except as provided herein, no person shall 

purchase, sell. or exchange any angelfish smaller 
than the limits specified in paragraph (a) or larger 
than the limits specified in paragraph (b). This 
prohibition shall not apply to angelfish legally 
harvested outside of state waters or federal 
Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) waters adjacent to 
state waters, which angelfish are entering Florida 
in interstate or international commerce. The burden 
shall be upon any person possessing such angelfish 
for sale or exchange to establish the chain of 
possession from the initiaJ transaction after harvest. 
by appropriate receipt(s), bill(s) of sale, or bill(s) 
of lading, and any customs receipts, arid to show 
that such angelfish originated from a point outside 
the waters of the State of Florida or federaJ 
Exclus]ve Economic Zone (EEZ) waters adjacent to 
Florida waters and entered the state in interstate or 
internationa.i commerce. Failure to maintain such 
documentation or to promptly produce same at the 
request of any duly authorized law enforcement 
officer shall constitute a violation of this rule. 

(2) Bunerfiyfishes . 
(a) No person harvesting for commercial 

purposes shall harvest, possess while in or on the 
waters of the state , or land any butterfiyfi.sh 
(Family Chaetodont1dae) of total length less than 
one ( 1) inch . 

(b) No person shall harvest, possess while in or 
on the waters of the state, or land any bunerflyfish 
of totaJ length greater than 4 inches . 

(3) Gobies . No person shall harvest, possess 
while in or on the waters of the state, or land any 
gobie (farn]Jy Gobiidae) of total length greater 
than 2 inches. 

(4) Jawfishes. No person shall harvest, possess 
while in or on the waters of the state, or land any 
jawflsh (f arn]ly Opistognathidae) of totaJ length 
greater than 4 inches. 

(5) Spotfin and Spanish hogfish. 
(a) No person shall harvest, possess while in or 

on the waters of this srate, or land any Spanish 
hogfish (Bodianus rufus) of total lengili less than 2 
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inches . 
(b ) No jlerson shall harvesl. possess while in or 

on the waters of this stare, or land any Spani~h 

ho~fish (Bodranus rufus) or spotfin hogfish 
Wodwnus pulchc/lus) of total length greater than 8 
inches. 
Specific Aurhonry 370.027(2) FS. Law lmp/r:mentcd 
370.025 , 370.027 FS. Hwory-New 1-1-91, Amended 
7-1-92 . 1-1-95, 7-15-96. 

46-42.005 Bag Limit. 
( 1) Except as provided in Rule 46-42.006 or 

subsections (3) or (4) of this rule, no person shall 
harvest. possess while in or on the waters of the 
state, or land more than 20 individuals per day of 
tropicaJ ornamental marine life species, in any 
combin~nion . 

(2) Except as provided in Rule 46-42 .006, no 
person shall harvest, possess while in or on the 
waters of the state., or land more than one (1) 
gallon per day of tropical ornamental marine 
plants. in any combination of species . 

(3) Except as provided in Rule 46-42.006, no 
person shall harvest, possess while in or on the 
waters of the state, or land more than 5 angelfishes 
(Family Pomacanth.idae) per day. Each angelfish 
shall be counted for purposes of the :w individual 
bag limit specified in subsection (1) of this rule. 

(4)(a) Unless the season is closed pursuant to 

paragraph (b), no person shall harvest. possess 
while in or on the waters of the sraie, or land more 
than 6 colonies per day of octocorals. Each colony 
of octocoral or pan thereof shall be considered an 
individual of the species for purposes of subsection 
(1) of this rule and shall be counted for purposes 
of the 20 individual bag limit specified therein. 
Each person harvesting any octocoral as authorized 
by this rule may also harvest substrate within 1 
inch of the perimeter of the holdfast at the base of 
the octocoral, provided that such substrate remains 
anached to the octocoral. 

(b) If the harvest of octocorals in federal 
Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) waters adjacent to 

state waters is closed to all harvesters prior to 
September 30 of any year, the season for harvest 
of octocorals in sr.ate v.·aters shall also close until 
the following October 1, upon notice given by the 
Secretary of the Deparlillent of Environmental 
Protection, in the manner provided in 

s. l 20.52(16)(d), Florida Statutes. 
Spec~fic Aurhoriry 370.027(2) FS. Law lmplemenrd 
370.025, 370.027 FS. History-New 1-1-91 , Amended 
J-1-95 . 

46-42.006 Commercial Season, Harvest Limits. 
(1) Except as provided in Rule 46-42.008(7), no 

person shall han1est, possess while in or on the 
waters of the state, or land quantities of tropical 
ornamental marine !if e species or tropical 
omamentaJ marine plants in excess of the bag 
limits established in Rule 46-42.005 unless such 
person possesses a valid saltwater products license 
with both a marine life fishery endorsement and a 
resuicted species endorsement issued by the 
Deparunent of Environment.al Protection . 

(2) Persons harvesting tropical ornamental 

marine life species or tropical ornamental marine 
plants for commercial purposes shall have a season 
that begins on October 1 of each year and 
continues through September 30 of the following 
year. These persons shall not harvest, possess while 
in or on the waters of the state, or land tropical 
ornamental marine life species in excess of the 
following limits: 

(a) A limit of 75 angelfish (Family 
Pomacanthidae) per person per day or 150 
angelfish per vessel per day, whichever is less. 

(b) A limit of 75 bunerflyfishes (Family 
Chaetodontidae) per vessel per day. 

(c) There shall be. no limits on the harvest for 
commercial purposes of ocrocorals unless and until 
the season for all harvest of octocorals in federal 
Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) waters adjacent to 

srate v,•aters is closed. At such time, the season for 
harvest of octocorals in state waters shall also 
close until the following October 1, upon notice 
given by the Secretary of the Depanment of 
Environment.al Protection, in the manner provided 
in Section 120.52(16)(d). Florida Statutes . Each 
person harvesting any octocoral as authorized by 
this rule may also harvest substrate within 1 inch 
of the perimeter of the holdfast at the base of the 
octocoral, provided that such substrate remains 
anached to the octocoral. 

(d) A limit of 400 giant Caribbean or 
"pink-tipped" anemones (Genus Condylacrus) per 
vessel per day. 
Specific Aurhoriry 370.027(2) FS. Law Implemented 
370.025, 370.027 FS. History-New J-1-91, Amended 
7-1-92, J-1-95 . 

46-42.007 Gear Specifications and Prohibited 
Gear. 

(1) The following types of gear shall be the 
only rypes allowed for the han1est of any tropical 
fish, whether from state waters or from federal 
Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) waters adjacent to 

state waters: 
(a) Hand held net. 
(b) Barrier net, with a total length not exceeding 

60 feet, a depth not exceeding 8 feet at any point 
along the net, and a mesh size not exceeding 3/, 

inch stretched mesh. 
(c) Drop net, with a maximum dimension not 

exceeding 12 feet and a mesh size not exceeding 
3/, inch stretched mesh. 

(d) Slurp gun. 
(e) Quinaldine may be used for the harvest of 

tropical fish if the person using the chemical or 
possessing the chemical in or on the waters of the 
state meets each of the following conditions : 

1. The person also possesses and maintains 
aboard any vessel used in the harvest of tropical 
fish with quinaldine a special activity license 
authorizing the use of quinaldine, issued by the 
Division of Marine Resources of the Department of 
Environmental Protection pursuant to Section 
370.08(8), Florida Statutes. 

2. The quinaldine possessed or applied while in 
or on the waters of the state is in a diluted form of 
no more than 2%· concentration in solution with 
seawater. Prior to dilution in seawater, quinaldine 
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inches . 
(b) No jlerson shall harvest. possess while in or 

on the waters of this state , or land any Spanish 
hogfish (Bodianus rufus) or spotfin hogfish 
<Bodranus puichcllus) of total length greater than 8 
inches. 
Spec~(ic Authonry 370.027(2) FS. Law Implemented 
370.025, 370.027 FS. Hzsror:-New )-1-91, Amen.tied 
7-1 -92. J-J-95. 7-15-96. 

46-42.005 Bag Limit. 
( l) Except as provided in Rule 46-42.006 or 

subsections (3) or (4) of this rule, no person shall 
harvest. possess while in or on the waters of the 
state, or land more than 20 individuals per day of 
tropical ornamental marine life species, in any 
combination. 

(2) Except as provided in Rule 46-42.006, no 
person shall harvest. possess while in or on the 
waters of the state, or land more than one (I) 
gallon per day of tropical ornamental marine 
plants. in any combination of species. 

(3) Except as provided in Rule 46-42.006, no 
person shall harvest. possess while in or on the 
waters of the state, or land more than 5 angelfishes 
(Family Pomacanthidae) per day. Each angelfish 
shall be counted for purposes of the 20 individual 
bag limit specified in subsection (1) of this rule. 

(4)(a) unless the season is closed pursuant to 
paragraph (b), no person shall harvest. possess 
while in or on the waters of the state, or land more 
than 6 colorties per day of octocorals. Each colony 
of ocrocoraJ or part thereof shall be considered an 
individual of the species for purposes of subsection 
( 1) of this rule and shall be counted for purposes 
of the 20 individual bag limit specified therein. 
Each person harvesting any octocoral as authorized 
by this rule may also harvest subsrrate within 1 
inch of the perimeter of the holdfast at the base of 
tile ocrocoral, provided that such substrate remains 
anached to the octocoral. 

(b) If the harvest of octocorals in federal 
Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) waters adjacent to 
state waters is closed to all harvesters prior to 
September 30 of any year, the season for harvest 
of octocoraJ.s in state waters shall also close until 
the following October 1. upon notice given by the 
Secretary of the Deparunent of Environmental 
Protection, in the manner provided in 
s. 120.52(16)(d), Florida Statutes. 
Spec~fic Au1horiry 370.027(2) FS. l..Aw lmph:mr:nrd 
370.025. 370.027 FS. Hiszory-New 1-l-91 , Amended 
J-1 -95. 

46-42.006 Commercial Season, Harvest Limits. 
( 1) Except as provided in Rule 46-42.008(7). no 

person shaJI harvest, possess while in or on the 
waters of the state, or land quantities of tropical 
ornamental marine life species or tropical 
ornamentaJ marine plants in excess of the bag 
limits established in Ruie 46-42.005 unless such 
person possesses a valid salrwater products ucense 
with both a marine life fisheI)' endorsement and a 
resuicted species endorsement issued by the 
Deparunent of Environmental Protection. 

(2) Persons harvesting tropical ornamental 

manne life species or tropical ornamental marine 
plants for commercial purposes shall have a season 
that begins on October 1 of each year and 
continue~ through September 30 of the following 
year. These persons shall not harvest, possess while 
in or on the waters of the state:.. or land tropical 
ornamental marine life species in excess of the 
following limits: 

(a) A limit of 75 angelfish (Family 
Pomacanthidae) per person per day or 150 
angelfish per vessel per day, whichever is less. 

(b) A limit of 75 bunerflyfishes (Family 
Chaetodontidae) per vessel per day. 

(c) There shall be no limits on the harvest for 
commercial purposes of octocorals unless and until 
the season for all harvest of octocorals in federal 
Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) waters adjacent to 

state waters is closed. At such time, the season for 
harvest of octocorals in state waters shall also 
close until the following October 1, upon notice 
given by the Secretary of the Depanment of 
Environmental Protection, in the manner provided 
in Section 120.52(16)(d), Florida Statutes . Each 
person harvesting any octocoral as authorized by 
this rule may also harvest substrate within 1 inch 
of the perimeter of the holdfast at the base of the 
octocoral, provided that such substrate remains 
anached to the octocoral. 

(d) A limit of 400 giant Caribbean or 
"pink-tipped" anemones (Genus CondyLac;us) per 
vessel per day. 
Spcc~fic Authoriry 370.027(2) FS. Law lmplcmenred 
370.0"25, 370.027 FS. f!.isror-y'-.New 1-1-9!, Amended 
i-1-92, J-J-95. 

46-42.007 Gear Specifications and Prohibited 
Gear. 

(1) The following types of gear shall be the 
only types allowed for the harvest of any tropical 
fish, whether from state waters or from federal 
Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) waters adjacent to 
state waters: 

(a) Hand held net. 
(b) Barrier net, with a total length not exceeding 

60 feet, a depth not exceeding 8 feet at any point 
along the net, and a mesh size not exceeding 3

/· 

inch stretched mesh. 
(c) Drop net, with a maximum dimension not 

exceeding 12 feet and a mesh size not exceeding 
3i, inch stretched mesh . 

(d) Slurp gun. 
(e) Quinaldine may be used for the harvest of 

tropical fish if the person using the chemical or 
possessing the chemical in or on the waters of the 
state meets each of the following conditions: 

l. The person also possesses and maintains 
aboard any vessel used in the harvest of tropical 
fish with quinaldine a special activity license 
authorizing the use of quinaldine, issued by the 
Division of Marine Resources of the Depanment of 
Environmental Protection pursuant to Section 
370.08(8), Florida Statutes. 

2. The quinaldine possessed or applied while in 
or on the waters of the state is in a diluted form of 
no more than 2% concentration in solution with 
seawater. Prior to dilution in seawater, quinaldine 
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shall only be mixed with isopropyl alcohol or 
ethanol. 

(f) A roller frame trawl operated by a person 
possessing a valid live bait shrimping license 
issued by the Department of Environmental 
Protection pursuant to Section 370.15, Florida 
Statutes, if such tropical fish are taken as an 
incidental bycatch of shrimp lawfully harvested 
with such trawl. 

(g) A trawl meeting the following specifications 
used to collect live specimens of the dwarf 
seahorse, Hippocampus zosierae , if towed by a 
vessel no greater than 15 feet in length at no 
greater than idle speed: 

1. The trawl opening shall be no larger than 12 
inches by 48 inches. 

2, The trawl shall weigh no more than 5 pounds 
wet when weighed out of the water. 

(2) This rule shall not be consrrued to prohibit 
the use of any bag or container used solely for 
storing collected specimens or the use of a single 
blunt rod in conjunction with any allowable gear, 
which rod meets each of the following 
specifications: 

(a) The rod shall be made of nonferrous metal, 
fiberglass, or wood , 

(b) The rod shall be no longer than 36 inches 
and have a diameter no greater than 3/l inch at any 
point. 

(3) No person shall harvest in or from state 
waters any tropical fish by or with the use of any 
gear other than those types specified in subsection 
(l); provided, however, that tropical fish harvested 
as an incidental bycatch of other species lawfully 
harvested for commercial purposes with other types 
of gear shall not be deemed to be harvested in 
violation of this rule, if the quantity of tropical fish 
so harvested does not exceed the bag limits 
established in Rule 46-42.005. 
Specific Aurhoriry 370. 027(2) FS. Law lmplemenred 
370.025, 370.027 FS. Hiszory-New 1-1-91, Amended 
7-1-92, 1-1-95, 9-30-96. 

46-42.008 Live Rock: Harvest in State Waters 
Prohibited; Aquacultured Li,•e Rock Harvest 
and Landing Allowed. 

(1) No person shall harvest any live rock in or 
from state waters or land any live rock harvested 
in or from state waters, except as may be provided 
in subsection (3). 

(2) No person shall sell, within the State of 
Florida, any live rock harvested in or from federal 
Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) waters adjacent to 
state waters unless such person possesses a 
saltwater products license with both a marine life 
fishery endorsement and a restricted species 
endorsement. 

(3) Subsection (1) shall not apply to: 
(a) Any person possessing a saltwater products 

license with a marine life endorsement harvesting 
and landing live rock cultured on state submerged 
lands leased from the State of Florida. Rock used 
for such culture shall be of a readily 
distinguishable geologic character from rock native 
to the area or be securely marked or tagged so as 
to differentiate the cultured rock from naturally 

occurring live rock. The rock shall be placed on 
leased submerged lands by the lease-holder or a 
person possessing wrinen authorization from the 
lease-holder. 

(b) Any person lawfully harvesting substrate as 
part of the harvest of octocorals pursuant to Rule 
46-42.005(4) or Rule 46-42.006(2)(c). 
Specific Aurhoriry 370.027(2) FS. Law Implemented 
370.025, 370.027 FS. Hiswry-New 7-1-92, Am.ended 
10-18-93, 1-1-95. 

46·42.009 Prohibition on the Taking, 
Destruction, or Sale of Marine Corals and Sea 
Fans; Exception; Repeal of Section 370.114, 
Florida Statutes. 

(1) Except as provided in subsection (2), no 
person shall take, anempt to take, or otherwise 
destroy, or sell, or anempt to sell, any sea fan of 
the species Gorgonia flabellum or of the species 
Gorgonia venralina, or any hard or stony coral 
(Order Scleractinia) or any fire coral (Genus 
Millepora). No person shall possess any such fresh, 
uncleaned, or uncured sea fan, hard or stony coral, 
or fire coral . 

(2) Subsection (1) shall not apply to : 
(a) Any sea fan, hard or stony coral, or fire 

coral legally harvested outside of state waters or 
federal Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) waters 
adjacent to state waters and entering Florida in 
interstate or international commerce. The burden 
shall be upon any person possessing such species 
to establish the chain of possession from the initial 
transaction after harvest, by appropriate receipt(s) , 
bill(s) of sale, or bill(s) of lading, and any customs 
receipts , and to show that such species originated 
from a point outside the waters of the State of 
Florida or federal Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) 
adjacent to state waters and entered the state in 
interstate or international commerce. Failure to 
maintain such documentation or to promptly 
produce same at the request of any duly authorized 
law enforcement officer shall constitute a violation 
of this rule. 

(b) Any sea fan, hard or stony coral, or fire 
coral harvested and possessed pursuant to permit 
issued by the Department of Environmental 
Protection for scientific or educational purposes as 
authorized in Section 370.10(2), Florida Statutes. 

(c) Any sea fan, hard or stony coral, or fire 
coral harvested and possessed pursuant to the 
aquacultured live rock prov1s1ons of Rule 
46-42.008(3)(a) or pursuant to a Live Rock 
Aquaculture Permit issued by the National Marine 
Fisheries Service under 50 C.F.R. Part 638 and 
meeting the following requirements : 

1. Persons possessing these species in or on the 
waters of the state shall also possess a state 
submerged lands lease for live rock aquaculture 
and a Department of Environmental Protection 
permit for live rock culture deposition and removal 
or a federal Live Rock Aquaculture Permit. If the 
person possessing these species is not the person 
named in the documents requ ired herein, then the 
person in such possession shall also possess written 
permission from the person so named to transport 
aquacultured live rock pursuant to this exception . 
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2 . The nearest office of the Florida Marine 
Patrol shall be notified at lea..o;;t 24 hours in advance 
of any transpon in or on state waters of 
aquacultured live rock pursuant to this exception. 

3. Persons possessing these species off the water 
shall maintain and produce upon the request of any 
duly authorized law enforcement officer sufficient 
documentation to establish the chain of possession 
from harvest on a state submerged land lease for 
live rock aquaculture or in adjacent Exclusive 
Economic Zone (EEZ) waters pursuant to a federal 
Live Rock Aquaculture Permit. 

4. Any sea fan, hard or stony coral, or fire coral 

harvested pursuant to Rule 46-42.008(3)(a) shall 
remain attached to the cultured rock. 

(3) It is the intent of this rule to effect the 
repeal and replacement of Section 370.114, Florida 
Statutes. The Commission has determined that the 
repeal of this statute will not adversely affect the 
marine coral resources of the Stare of Florida. 
Spec{fic Aurhoriry 370.027(2) FS., Sec1ion 6. Chaprer 
83-134, Laws of Florida, as ameruied by Chaprer 84-121, 
IAws of Florida . IAw Implemented 370.025. 370.027 FS., 
Secrion 6, Chapter 83-134, Laws of Florida, as amended 
by Chaprer 84-121, Laws of Florid.a. Hi.HOT)-New 
1-1-95, Amended 7-15-96. 
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2 . The nearest office of the Florida Marine 
Patrol shall be notified at least 24 hours in advance 
of any transport in or on state waters of 
aquacultured live rock pursuant to this exception . 

3. Persons possessing these species off the water 
shall maintain and produce upon the request of any 
duly authorized law enforcement officer sufficient 
documentation to establish the chain of possession 
from harvest on a state submerged land lease for 
live rock aquaculture or in adjacent Exclusive 
Economic Zone (EEZ) waters pursuant to a federal 
Live Rock Aquaculrure Permit. 

4. Any sea fan, hard or stony coral, or fire coral 

harvested pursuant to Rule 46-42.008(3 )(a) shall 
remain attached to the cultured rock. 

(3) It is the intent of this rule to effect the 
repeal and re.placement of Section 370.114, Florida 
Statutes. The Commission has detennined that the 
repeal of this starute will not adversely affect the 
marine coral resources of the State of Florida. 
Spec~fic Aurhoriry 370.027(2) FS.. Sec1io11 6, Chapur 
83-134, Laws of Florida. as amerui.ed by Chapur 84·121, 
Laws of FJorUi.a. Law Implemented 370.025, 370.027 FS., 
Seciion 6, Chapter 83-134, Laws of FlorUi.a, as amended 
by Chapter 84-121, LJ:Jws of Florida. Hisrory-New 
1-1-95, Amerui.ed 7-15-96. 
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CHAPTER 46-43 
BLUEFISH 

Purpose and Intent; Repeal of 
Sta tu wry Provisions; Designation 
as Restricted Species. 

Definitions. 
Size Limit; Bluefish to be Landed 

in Whole Condition. 
Bag Limits. 
East Coast Commercial Harvest: 

Daily Vessel Han1est and 
Possession Limit; Season Han•est 
Limit; Gear Specifications. 

46-43.001 Purpose and Intent; Repeal of 
Statutory Prol·isions; Designation as Restricred 
Species. 

(I) The purpose and intent of this chapter are to 
protect and conserve Florida's bluefish resources 
and assure the continuing health and abundance of 
the species. l t is also the intent of the Commission 
to manage bluefish in such a manner as to permit an 
equitable statewide commercial harvest of the 
species. 

(2) lt is the intent of this chapter to expressly 
effect the repeal of and replace Section 
370. l 1 (2)(a) l ., Florida Statutes, and the 
remainder of Section 370. l J (2)(a), Florida 
Statutes. as it pertains to bluefish . 

(3) Bluefish are hereby designated as a 
restricted species pursuant to Section 3 70.0 l (20), 
Florida Statutes. 

(4) This rule chapter shall take effect on July 1, 
1993. 
Specific Aurhoriry 370.01(20), 370.027(2.i FS., s. 7 of 
Cha pr er 83-134. as amended b.r Cha pr er 84-12 J ands . 1 
of Chap1er 85-163, Lows of Florida. Low lmplemen1ed 
370.01 (20 }. 370.025. 370.027 FS., s. 7 of Cha pr er 83-13·( 
as amended by Cha pl er 84-12 J and s . 1 of Chap1er 
85-163. Lows of Fiorida. Hisror_F-/\:e.,.· i-J-93. . 

46-43.002 Definitions. As used in this rule 
chapter: 

( l ) "Atlantic Ocean .. means all state and 
federal waters of the Atlantic Ocean along the east 
coast of Florida. including all state and f e.deral 
wa tcrs south and east o~ the line beginning at the 
intersection of the outer boundarv of the federal 
Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) ·and 83 deg. W , 
longitude. thence along that meridian nonhv.·ard 10 

its intersection with 24 deg. 35 min. K latitude 
(ne.<:r the Dry Tortugas) . thence eastward along 
that parallel throufh Rebecca Shoal and the 
Quicksand Shoal to 82 dee.. 13 min. \.\'. lonC!itude. 
then followin!! the Territo;ial Sea Boundan~ south 
and east to th~ ooint it intersects 24 dee. 33 ~in . 7\. 
latitude. thenc~ eastward 2long that p;rallel to the 
point v.·here it intersects Ke\· West. then continuin~ 
along 2 line eastwJrd 10 - the terminus of l'.S~. 
Highway l 10 the poin1 where it intersects the 
mainland at the cast end of Florida Bay. 

(~) "Bluefish .. means an\· fish of the soecies 
Pomatomus salrarrix. Oi 2.ny- pan thereof. . 

(3) "East Central Coe.st Rei:!ion "' means all state 
waters of Vo]usi<:. . Bre\·3rd. Jnci-ian River. St. Lucie. 
M 2.1tin. c. nd P2 lm Bc2ch Cou ni ies b~1 "'·e.e r: Ponce 

De Leon Inlet on the north and Jupiter lnlet on the 
south and all adjacent federal Exclusive Economic 
Zone (EEZ) waters. 

(4) •'East Coast Region'' means all state and 
adjacent 'federal waters north of the Dade~Monroc 
County Line extended due east to the outer 
boundary of the federal Exculsive Economic Zone 
(EEZ). 

(5) "Fork length" means the length of a fish as 
measured from the tip of the snout to the rear 
center edge of the tail. 

(6) "Han'est" means the catching or taking of a 
fish by any means whatsoever, followed by a 
reduction of such fish to possession. fish that are 
caught but immediately returned to the water free, 
alive, and unharmed are not han1ested. In addition, 
temporary possession of a fish (or the purpose of 
measuring it to determine compliance with the 
minimum or maximum size requirements of this 
chapter shall not constitute harvesting such fish. 
provided that it is measured immediately after 
taking, and immediately returned to the water free. 
alive, and unharmed if undersiz.e or oversize . 

(7) "Harvest for commercial purposes'' means 
the taking or harvesting of fish for purposes of sale 
or with intent to sell or in excess of established bag 
limits . 

(8) "Land"', when used in connection with the 
harvest of 2 fish. means the physical act of bringing 
the harvested fish ashore. 
Spec1'.f1c Aurhority 370.027(2} FS. Lav.· Jmp/ernenzed 
370.025, 370.027 FS. His1ory-J\ie..., i-J-93. 

46-43.003 Size Limit; Bluefish to be Landed in 
Whole Condition. 

( l) No person shall harvest or land any bluefish 
with c fork length Jess than 1 ~ inches. 

(2) All bluefish shall be landed in 2 whole 
condition . The possession, while in or on state 
waters. of .such fish that have been deheaded, sliced, 
divided, filleted. ground . skinned. scaled, or 
cieboned is prohibited. Mere e\'1scer2 ti on or 
··guuin~·· of such fish. or mere removal of gills 
before landing is not prohibited. 
Specific Au1horit)· 370.017{:2) FS. Low lmplernenred 
370.025. 370.027 FS. His10ry-/\'ew i-J-93. 

46-43.004 Bag Limits. Except for those 
persons possessing a valid sallwater products 
license with a restricted species endorsement. no 
person shall harvest or land more than l 0 bluefish 
per day. No such person shall possess more than l 0 
bluefish while in, on. or above the waters of the 
state or on any dock.. pier, bridge, beach, or any 
fishing site adjacent to such waters. 
Specific Aurhorir.1· 370.027(11 FS. La"' lmplemen1ed 
370.0J_', 570.0:i FS. Hi.qor.1 •-Ncw i-i-93 . 

46-43.005 East Coast Commercial Hanest: 
Dail> Vessel Hanest and Posses~ion Limit; Season 
Harn~st Limit: Gear Specifics tions. 

( l) Commercial Vessel Limit for East Coast 
Region - A person possessing a valid saltwater 
products license wnn a restricted species 
endorsement may harvest from state or federal 
Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) waters of the 
E2s1 Co2.s1 Re~ion. 2nd lc..nci within the re~ion. n0 
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more than 7 .500 pound~ of blue.fish pc.r vessel per 
day. The possession of more than 7 .500 pound~ of 
bluefish aboard a single vessc:I in or on state wa tcrs 
within the region at any time: is prohibited. 

(2) Persons harvesting bluefish for commercial 
purposes from state or federal Exclusive: Economic 
Zone (EEZ) waters of the East Coast Region shall 
have 2. season that begins on Janucry l and 
continues through December 31 each year, unless 
closed earlier pursuant lO the following provisions 
of this subsection. 

(a) If the total commercial harvest of bluefish 
from state: and federal Exclusive Economic Zone 
(EEZ) waters of the E2st Coast Region is projected 
to reach 8771000 pounds before December 31 of 
any season, the season for commercial harvest of 
bluefish in such waters shall be closed b\' the 
Secretary of the Depanment of Environ~ental 
Protection upon notice: and in the manner provicied 
in Section 120.52( J 6)(d) 1 Florida Statutes. ]f the 
season is closed pursuant to this paragraph. it shall 
not reopen until the followin& January l. 

(b) During any season closure pursuant rn 
paragraph (a). no person shall harvest bluefish in a 
qu2ntity in excess of the bag limit established by 
Rule 46-43.004. possess such quantity of bluefish in 
or on sta 1e o; federal Exclus_ive Economic Zone 
(EEZ) waters of the E2.sl Co2s1 Region, or 
purchase, sell. or e.xch2.nge any blue.fish harvested 
in or from the waters of the. reg.ion during the 
closure. 

( c) For purposes of this subsection, the total 
commercial ban•est of blue.fish from state and 
federal Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) waters of 
the Ez.st Cea.st Region sh21J consist of those bluensn 
harvested for commercial purposes by 211 for ms of 
ge2.r from such w21ers ba.sed on oroiectiom from 
officic.J Sta lJStics collected and m~intained b\' tne 
Flo:-ida Depanment of Environmental P;o1;ction 
(DEP) pursuant to Floricia's. Marine Fisheries 
1nformation System. Chapter J 6R-.S. F.A.C .. and 
tile National Marine Fisheries Service (NM FS) . 
The count sJ12JJ oe conciucu:d b\' the Fishe,,· 
S~atistics Section of the D~oanment ~f 
E.nvi ronme.nta J Protectioii, Divisio~ of M uin: 
Resou:-ces. 2.nd si12ll commence with bluefish 
commercially huves1cci on and after J2.nuuy l anci 
continue until December 3) of c2ch year. 

(3) Ge2r Sp::ci!lc2tions fach perso;; 
han·esting or ane.mpting to hc.rvcst bluefish for 
commcrci2J purposes in or from st2tc: w2tcn or 
f ccieral Exclusive: Economic Zan:: (EEZ) w2tc:rs of 
the: Atl2ntic Oc:.2n 2djacent to st21e waters shall 
comply with the following ge.u requirements ; 

(2) Each net fished with, set. or placeci in the 
w21::r shali b~ iencied . Th: t::rm "tend" mc2m th21 

1h:: person foning wili-1. scning. or placinf the nr:t ir: 
tnc water is cithe•: 

J. \'Vithin 300 ~·ucis of th:: net and using vessel 
mO\'ement and noise: 10 force Jlsh into the meshes of 
the. nci where tne.y become entangied or 11apped: or 

2. Within 50 yards of tile ne t if the \'CSSCl usec 15 

not in constant motion. 
(b) Each net fished with. set. or placed in the 

w21::r snali b: :nuk::ci ir. the followins m::nn:::-: 

I . During the period beginning one hour before 
official sunrise and ending one hour after official 
sunset, an international orange float with a 
diameter of at Je.ast 12 inches or an end buoy 
equipped with a high . flier (a vertical rod rising at 
least 2~ inches .a bovc the surface of the water) 
displaying 2. net signal flag shall be affixed at each 
end of the cork line of the net. The net signal flag 
shall be: triangul2r, have: dimensions no smaller 
than Ir X 18" X l S". and have a white circle at 
le2st 6 inches in diameter on a field of bright 
orange. During the period beginning one. hour after 
official sunset and ending one: hour before official 
sunrise, a white. light visible 360 · from a distance of 
not less than one: mile. shall be affi.xcd at each end of 
the cork line of the net. If one end of a net is 
retained a board the vessel during. a fishing 
operation, such end need not be marked with fioat. 
high fiier with net signal fiag, or light. At all times, 
corks or fioats of contrasting color shall be affixed 
at no greater than J 00-yard intervals along the cork 
line of the net. 

2. Each such fioa t1 high flier with net signal fiag, 
light, and cork or float of contrasting color shall be 
legibly marked with . 2. saltw2ter products license 
num be;- which matches either: 

a. The saltwater products license number issued 
for the vessel on which the net is possessed or from 
which tnc: net is deployed. or 

b. The s:dtwate.r products license: number of the 
opeiZ tor of the vessel on which the net is possessed 
or from which the. net is deployed. 

(c) No person shall fish with, set, or place in the 
\vater or possess abozrd a vessel while on the. water 
z.ny net with 2 total length greater than 600 yc.rcis. 
]'.: o person sh2ll tie or otherwise fasten together two 
or more nets in any manner so as to fish with, se:, or 
place in the water 2 net e.xceeciing the. 600-ya.rd 
limit. 

(d) No more: than one nel si12JJ be: fished with, 
set. or placed in the water from 2 single vessd at 
c.ny one time. 

(e) }'.:o more: than two n::ts shall be: possessed 
aboud 2 v::ssel 21 any one: time:. including 2.n)' n:t 
being fished: proviciec, however. th2t the two nets 
sh2.I) h2.ve stretched mesh sizes that differ by at 
le2.st 1 /t, inch or cic:.pths that differ by a1 leas! 25 
mesh cs. 

(f) No pcrson shall soak a net for more. than one 
hour. beginning whcn the: first mesh is placed in th:: 
wa te.r and ending either when the: frrst mesh is 
retrieved back abozrd the vessel Oi the: p:.thcring or 
pursinf of th:: net is begun to faciili.ate retrieval 
back a ooard the: vc:ssd, whichever occurs sooner. 
Once c:itne.r the first mesh is retrieved ba ck aooard 
the vessel or tne ptncring or pursing is begun. tile 
nettin~ operation shall oe continuous until the: net is 
compi::tely r::moveci from the water. 

(g) :!'-'o person shall fish with. set. or place in the 
water an:· giJ: or tra"mme.l net with a mesh size 
smaller then 3 inches stretched mesh. 

(h l The term ··net'' shall b:: construed broadly to 
inciudc 211 manner of gill anc trammel nets and 
sein~s. except nurse s::inc.c. . 
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more than i .500 pound!' of bluefish per vessel per 
day. The posses!> ion of more than 7 .500 pound~ of 
bluefish aboard a sing.le vessd in or on state waters 
within the region at any time is prohibited. 

(2) Persons harvesting bluefish for commercial 
purposes from state or federal Exclusive Economic 
Zone (EEZ) waters of the East Coast Region shall 
have a season that begins on Janu2.ry l and 
continues through December 3 l each year, unless 
closed earlier pursuant to the following provisions 
of this subsection. 

(a) If the total commercial harvest of bluefish 
from state and federal Exclusive Economic Zone 
(EEZ) waters of the fa.st Coast Region is projected 
to reach 877,000 pounds before December 31 of 
any se2son, the season for commercial harvest of 
bluefish in such waters shall be closed b\' the 
Secretary of the: Department of Environ~ental 
Protection upon notice and in the manner provided 
in Section l .20.52( J 6)(d), Florida Statutes. If the 
season is closed pursuant to this paragraph. it shall 
not reopen until the followinf January I. 

(b) During any season closure pursuant to 
paragraph (a). no person shall harvest bluefish in 2 

quantity in excess of the bag limit established by 
Rule 46--'13.004. possess such quantity of bluefish in 
or on state or fe:d=:-al Exciu~ive Economic Zone 
(EEZ) waters of the fa~st Co2st Region , or 
purch2.se, sell. or exchange any bluefish harvested 
in or from the waters of the region during the 
closure. 

(c) For purposes of this subsection: the 1012] 

commercial ban•est of bluefish from state 2nd 
federal Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) waters of 
the East Coast Region shall consis1 of those bluefish 
harvested for commercial purposes by all forms of 
geu from such waters based on nroiections from 
official statistics coli:cted and m~in~ained b\' tne 
Floric:i2 Dcputmen1 of Environmental P;o1;ction 
(DE.P) pursuant to Florida's Marine Fisheries 
1nformation S~·siem. Cnzoter J 6R-5. F.A.C.. and 
the N21ion2l Marine Fisheries Service (NM FS). 
The count shall be conducted b,· th:: Fishe,,· 
Statistics Section of the D~oanment ~f 
E.nvironmental Protection. Di"isio~ of M uin~ 
Resources. and shall commence wi1h blu::flsh 
co:nmercialh· h2.rves1cci on and aft::; Jz.nuarv 1 anci 
continue umil Decemb::r 31 of e2ch vea:-. . 

(3) Gear Specific2tions -Each p:rson 
harvesting or attempting to hz.rvest bluefish for 
comm::rcizl purposes in or from stc.te wat::rs or 
fecieral Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) w21en of 
the Atlantic Ocean 2djacent to state w21er!' sinll 
comply with the following gear requirements: 

(a) Each net fishec with, set. or placed in the 
w21er sh2Ji be tended. The term "tend .. mcz.m th21 

1h: person fishing with . setting. or plzcin.£ the nr:t i:: 
tnc w21er is eithe;-: 

l. Within 300 yards of the net and usin~ ve!'$el 
mo\'ement and noise tc force fish into the m~shes of 
the n::l where they become entangled o; t;-a pped: or 

2. Within 50 yards of the nel if the vessel u:-e.c 15 

not in constant motion. 
(o) Each net fished with. !'et. or placed in the 

water si12Ji be mzrkeci ir. the followinf: m2nne:- : 

J. During the period beginning one hour before 
offici::il sur:rise and ending one hour after official 
sunset, an international orange ftoa l with a 
diameter of at least 12 inches or an end buoy 
equipped with a high fiier (a vertical rod rising at 
least 24 inches above the surface of the water) 
displaying a net signal flag shall be:. affixed at each 
end of the:. cork line of the net. The net signal fiag 
shall be triangular, have dimensions no smaller 
than 1 r x 18" x 18'", and have a white circle at 
least 6 inches in diameter on a field of bright 
orange. During the period beginning one hour after 
official sunset and ending one hour before official 
sunrise, a white light visible 360 • from a distance of 
not less 1h2n one mile shall be affixed at each end of 
the: cork line of the net. If one end of a net is 
retained a board the vessel during a fishing 
operation, such end need not be marked with fioat, 
high flier with net signal flag, or light. At all times, 
corks or floats of contrasting color shall be affixed 
at no greater than l 00-yard intervals along the cork 
line of the net. 

2. Each such fioat, high fiier with net signal fiag, 
light. and cork or float of contrasting color shall be 
legibly marked with . 2 saltwater products license 
numbe;- which matches either: 

a. The saltwatei" products license number issued 
fo; the vessel on which the net is possessed or from 
which the net is deployed. or 

b. The saltwater products license number of tne. 
operate;- of the \lessel on which the net is possessed 
or from which the net is deployed. 

(c) No pe;son shall fish with, se:. or place in the 
water or possess abozrd a vessel while on the w2ter 
any net with ?. total length greater than 600 yards. 
]'\ o person shall tie or otherwise fasten 10gether two 
or more nets in any manner so as to fish with, se:, o• 
place in th:'.: wc.1er a net exceeding the. 600·yard 
limit. 

(d) No more tlnn one net shall be fished with, 
se1... or placed in the wa1e;- from a single vessd at 
c.ny on:: time. 

{e) r-:o more th2.n two n::ts shall be possc:ssed 
a board 2. vessel 2. t any one time. including any net 

. being fished: provideC:, however. that the two nets 
sh21J have stretched mesh sizes that diner by at 
least l/t. inch o; depths that differ by at kas! 25 
meshes. 

(f) No person shall soak a ne.t for more than one 
hour. beginning ~·hen the first mesh is placed in the 
water and ending either when the first mesh is 
retrieved back a board the vessel or the p thcring or 
pursing of the net is begun to facilii.ate retrie\'al 
back a ooard the vessel, whichever occurs sooner. 
Once either the first mesh is retrieved back 2board 
lht vessel or the pnhe•ing or pursing is begun. the 
nett1nt: op::ra ti on shall be continuous until the net is 
compktely removed from the water . 

(£) '!'< o persor. sli2 ll fish with. se~ . or place in the 
wa tc:r any gin or tra.mmel net ~·ith a mesh siz.e 
smalle:- t.h<:n 3 inches stretched mesh. 

( h l The term "net,. shall b: construed broadly to 
inciudc all mar.ner of gill inc trammel nets and 
s::m~s. except purse seines . 
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46-50.001 

CHAPTER 46-50 
BAITFISH TRAWL FISHERIES 

46-50.00 I Baitfish Trawls: Allowed for 
Directed Harvest of Listed 
Species in Northwest Region; 
B ycatch Allowance; Open Areas 
and Seasons; Gear 
Specifications; Definitions. 

46-50.001 Baitfish Trawls: Allowed for 
Directed Harvest of Listed Species in Northwest 
Region; Bycatch Allowance; Open Areas and 
Seasons; Gear Specifications; Definitions. 

(1) Species - Baitfish trawls shall only be used 
for the directed harvest of the following species, 
within the waters of the state specified in 
subsection (3) of this rule: 

(a) Menhaden - Genus Brevoortia. 
(b) Round herring - Etrumeus teres. 
(c) Scaled sardine - Harengula jaguana. 
(d) Atlantic thread herring - Opisthonema 

oglinum. 
(e) Sardines - Genus Sardine/la. 
(f) Anchovies - Genus Anchoa. 
(g) Round scad - Decapterus punctatus. 
(h) Chub mackerel - Scomber japonicus. 
(i) Blue runner - Caran.x crysos. 
U) Ladyfish - Elops saurus. 
(2) Bycatch Allowance - Species harvested as 

an incidental bycatch of other species lawfully 
harvested in a baitfish trawl pursuant to this rule, 
other than those listed in subsection (1 ), shall not 
be deemed to have been unlawfully harvested or 
landed in violation of this rule if the combined 
whole weight of the bycatch does not exceed ten 
percent by weight of all fish in possession of the 
harvester at any time. This allowed bycatch shall 
include fish that are retained and subject to the 
limits specified in other chapters of Title 46 of the 
Florida Administrative Code. 

(3) Open Areas and Seasons - Baitfish trawls 
shall be alJowable gear for the directed harvest of 
the species specified in subsection (1), but only in 
state waters seaward of the Colregs Demarcation 
Line in the Northwest Region, beginning on April 
1 and continuing through November 15 each year. 
This subsection shall be effective beginning July 1, 
1996, and continuing through November 15, 1998. 
Thereafter, baitfish trawls shall not be allowable 
gear in any state waters without further amendment 
of this rule. 

( 4) Gear Specifications - Any baitfish trawl 
used for the directed harvest of the finfish bait 
species listed in subsection (1) shall meet the 
following specifications and operational 
requirements: 

(a) No baitfish trawl shall be towed for more 
than 30 minutes, beginning when the trawl is 
placed in the water and ending when the trawl is 
completely removed from the water. 

(b) In the open areas specified in subsection (3), 
no more than two unconnected baitfish trawls, each 
with a perimeter around the leading edge of the net 
not greater than 66 feet and a mesh area not 
greater than 500 square feet, shall be fished or 
deployed from any vessel. 

(d) No baitfish trawl or any part thereof shall 
contact the sea floor. This specification shall not be 
construed to prohibit the use of no more than two 
weights connected to the leg lines of a trawl that 
may contact the sea floor while the trawl is towed 
and fished at the surf ace of the water. 

(e) No baitfish trawl shall be deployed or fished 
that has a mesh size less than 11

/ • inches stretched 
mesh in the cod end. The use of any liner or insert 
in the cOd end with a smaller mesh is prohibited. 

(5) Definitions - For purposes of this rule: 
(a) .. Baitfish trawl" means a net in the fonn of 

an elongated bag with the mouth kept open by 
various means and buoyed by enough floats to 
assure that when it is towed and fished, it will be 
visible at and tend the surface of the water. 

(b) "Cod end", also known as the .. tail" or 
"bag" of a shrimp trawl, means the terminal 
cylinder of heavy webbing in which the catch is 
concentrated as the trawl is fished and which is 
closed at its rearmost extent by means of purse line 
or draw string. 

(c) "Mesh area" of a net means the total area 
of netting with the meshes open to comprise the 
maximum square footage. The square footage shall 
be calculated using standard mathematical fonnulas 
for geometric shapes. The mesh area of a trawl 
shall be calculated as a cone using the maximum 
circumference of the net mouth to derive the 
radius, and the maximum length of the net with 
meshes open from the center of the head.rope at the 
net mouth to the tail end of the net to derive the 
slant height 

(d) ••Northwest Region" means all state waters 
of Escambia, Santa Rosa, Okaloosa, Walton, Bay, 
Gulf, and Franklin Counties, and all state waters of 
Wakulla County west of the following described 
line: 

Beginning at the St. Marks Lighthouse, proceed 
southerly on a straight line to flashing channel 
marker #1; thence, southerly in a straight line to a 
point on the state waters boundary where a straight 
line from flashing channel marker #1 to flashing 
bell buoy #24 intersects with said boundary. 

(e) "Perimeter" means the opening or entrance 
to a baitfish trawl formed and limited by 
attachment of the net mesh to a line or frame, 
which line or frame is securely attached so as to 
form a continuous perimeter around the leading 
edge of the net. The perimeter so formed is 
measured from point to point along the line or 
frame forming the leading edge of the net. 
Spt:cific Auzhoriry 370.027(2) FS. Law lmplemt:nted 
370.025, 370.027 FS. History-New 6-3-96. 
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46-51.001 

CHAPTER 46-51 
JELLYFISH 

Jellyfish: Gear Specifications and 
Prohibited Gear. Bycatch 
Prohibition; Definitions. 

46·51.001 JelJyfish: Gear Specifications and 
Prohibited Gear; Bycatch Prohibition; 
Definitions. 

(1) Gear Specifications and Prohibited Gear -
Jellyfish may be harvested pursuant to the 
following gear specifications: 

(a) In nearshore and inshore state waters, no 
person shall harvest or attempt to harvest any 
jellyfish by or with the use of any gear other than 
those types specified herein: 

1. Cast net with a radius no greater than 12 'h 
feet. 

2. Beach or haul seine with a maximum mesh 
size no greater than 2 inches, and a maximum of 
500 square feet of mesh area. 

3. Paired trawl with a maximum of 500 square 
feet of mesh area, and a minimum mesh size no 
less than 3 1h inch stretched mesh in the wing 
portion of the trawl, a minimum mesh size no less 
than l 1h inch srretched mesh in the bag portion of 
the trawl. 

4. No more than 2 wing nets, each with a 
maximum of 500 square feet of mesh area, a 
perimeter no greater than 40 feet per net, and a 
minimum mesh size of no less than 3 1h stretched 
mesh. 

5 . A single frame net, with a maximum of 500 
square feet of mesh area, a perimeter no greater 
than 40 feet, and a minim.um mesh size of no less 
than 3 'h inch srretched mesh. 

6. No more than two hand dip nets, each with a 
maximum of 500 square feet of mesh area. 

(b) In state waters beyond nearshore waters, no 
person shall harvest or attempt to harvest any 
jellyfish by or with the use of any gear other than: 

1. Those types of gear specified in 
subparagraphs 1., 2., 4., 5., and 6., of paragraph (a) 
of this subsection, or 

2. A paired trawl, with a maximum mesh area 

of 3.000 square feet, a minimum mesh size of 31h 
inch stretchec mesh in the wing portion of the 
trawl , and a minjmum mesh size of 11h inch 
stretched mesh in the bag portion of the rrawl, nor 
possess aboard a vessel more than 2 paired trawls 
(including any trawl being fished) with a combined 
total maximum mesh area of 3,000 square feet. 

(2) Bycatch Prohibition - The harvest of any 
other species as an incidental bycatch when 
lawfully targeting jellyfish, is prohibited. 
Possession of any species other than jellyfish 
aboard a vessel, other than for the purpose of 
returning such species free, alive, and unhamied to 
the water, is prohibited. 

(3) Definitions - For purposes of this rule: 
(a) "Frame net" is a net in the form of an 

elongated bag kept open by a rigid frame that is 
buoyed by floats and deployed behind a vessel, but 
is not dragged along the bonom. 

(b) .. Harvest" means the catching or taking of 
marine species by any means whatsoever, followed 
by a reduction of such species to possession. 
Marine species that are caught but immediately 
returned to the water free, alive, and unharmed are 
not harvested. 

(c) "Jellyfish" means all species of the genera 
Rophilema and Stomopholus. 

(d) "Land", when used in connection with the 
harvest of marine species, means the physical act 
of bringing the harvested species ashore. 

(e) ''Nearshore and inshore waters" are all 
Florida waters inside a line three miles seaward of 
the coastline along the Gulf of Mexico, and inside 
a line one mile seaward of the coastline along the 
Atlantic Ocean. 

(f) "Pai.red trawl" means a trawl consisting of 
an elongated bag of netting, with a panel of netting 
serving as a wing on each side of the trawl, that is 
either deployed behind a vessel or towed between 
two vessels, and does not tend the bonom. 

(g) "Wing net" is a net in the form of an 
elongated bag kept open by a rigid frame that is 
attached to either side of a vessel, and is not towed 
behind a vessel or dragged along the bonom. 
Spe:cific Aurhoriry 370.027(2) FS. Law lmplemenred 
370.025, 3.70.027 FS. Hi.story-New 8-1-96. 
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.LIWl.sl.CJn. "· I 

· Adt;J.irion.a.l Regulations. t 
§ ·s-12·111. Lengths or widths of seines, nets, and ·wls. . 

It shall be unlawful for any person. fir:n or corporation have in possession 
on board a boat in the waters of Alabama or in use, any sefpe, trammel net, gill 
net or other device for the ta.king or catching of saltwater 1E'h or other seafoods 
having in length on the cork or main top line more than !2,400 feet except on 
purse seines w.here the Commjssioner oi Conservation Natural Resourcet; 
may set additional length by regulation. When two or ore nets are joined 
together, they shall be considered as one, ac.d the total !en thereof must not 
exceed the above limitation. .All nets, seinest or trawls e:i:c ding the pre.scribed 
length or width u set by law or regulation may be c cated and held as 
evidence, and upon conviction, the nets~ seines, or trawls shall be forfeited to 
th.e Department of CollServation and N at-.iral Resources w ·ch shall dispose of 
forfeited items as it deems advisable. Any person viola · th.is section or any 
regulation promulgated pursuant to this section shall be ttictly liable and it 
shall not be necessary to pr.ove any criminal intent for co viction. It shall be 
unlawful for any person, firm, o~ corporation to have in use .any trawl or trawla, 
for the taking of shrimp or other seafood.St the total width qf which exceeds the 
measurement a~· set by regulation. (Acts 1943, No. 587, p. f90, § 2; Acts 1953, 
No~ 715~ p. 969; Acts 1995, No. 95-287, § l.) ! 

The 1995 amendment. ee'ective June 30, 
1995. in the tint sentence inaettad .. on })Que! a 
boat in the waters of Alaba=.a... subetitu.tec:l 

80 

"e.o.rk ar main top lin far "leaci line, .. substi­
tutad "'2.400 feet" fur.. O fathoms (3.000 feet),,. 
.1U1d added "by raruJ& an": del111:.ftd th.a former 

r" 
I 

,,'• ' 
\. ,'.'• . . ... ~ . 
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.seco~ci sente!'\Ce whic!'t reaa; 1'Thi.:S alr:lJ.Sure ~ line rather than alont Che !eaq line'"; and added 
ment .d1all be on shrimp trawls alOrti' the cork th~ present tbltd ehtou,ih last nn~ni;es. 

§ 9-12-113. Lice~sel:I or permits for hook anb line .fishing, nets or 
seines.. [ 

(a) Each license or pennit issu8d by the Commis*oner of Conservation a.nd 
Natural Resources or his or her authorized agent shall state the name of the 
applicant. · / 

(1) If the applicant is a resident of the State jf Ala.ham.a, the applicant 
shall pay the following fees: , 

a. One hundred dollars ($100) for commerciJi hoo~ and line. fishing. 
b .. Three hundred dollars ($300) on each µ:e~ or seme per?IUt, plus an 

· additional five hundred dollars (S500) per per-hut for the taking- of Roe 
Mullet and Spanish Mackerel~ as defined by reg{tlation of the Department 
of Conservation and Natural Resources. 1 

c. One thousand five hundred dollaz"S ($1,5 0) ror each. purse seine 
license. 
(2) Nonresidents shall pay the following ·fees: 

a. Two hundred dollars ($200) for commerci hook and line fishing .. 
b. One thousand five hwidred dollars CSl.5 0) for each net or seina 

permit, plus an additional two thousand five h ·cited dollars ($2.500) per 
permit for the taking of Roe Mullet and Spa.nis· Mackerel, as defined by 
regulation of the Department of Conservation d Natural Resources. 

c. Three thousand dollars ($3.000) for ea.di urse seine licen.sa except 
where the -aonresident of the State of Ala.bam iS a residen: of a state 
which has a reciprocal :fishing agreement with ,the State of Alabama, in 
w!'lich case the fee shall be the same as the fee fi r a.rt Alabama resident in 
that atate. 

(b) The net and seine permits pro-vided £or purs t to subdivision (1) of 
subsection (c) shall not be transferable from one pa n to another for a period 
of three ye.a.rs from October 1, 1995, or until a trans r system is developed by 
departmental res:u.Iation, except in the case of ~:rro,Jen physical hardship, as 
detarmined within the sole discretion of the Oirecto of the Marine Resources 
Division. The Department of Conservation and N al Resow-ces shall by 
regulation establish a system for the transfer of th permits within a three 
year period. In establishing the system, the dep ent shall ptovide that 
the!"e shall be o.o financial gain realized by the tr feror of the permits. The 
net and seine perrnits pl"ovided for pursuant to subdi · ion (2) of subsection (c) 
shall not be transferable under any circw:nstanc.es, including physical hard .. 
ship. and shall not be transferred to any other app ant by the depart.ment. 

( c) In ~ddition to all other requirements to be pe 'tted pursuant to this 
section, except M otherwise provided for residents a e 62 years or older under 
cei-tif).in conditions as may be subsequently determin d by the department, all 
applicants for net and seine permits shall submit th following: 

(1) proof that the applicant purchased a licans under th.is section in at 
least two of the five years during the period of 198 through 1993 and proof, 

a1 I 
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§ 9~12-.113 C'ONSERV.~TtoN AND NATu~<\L RESOURCES § 9&12~113 
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in the form of unamended original incom;~ ta.:c returns including Alabama 
state income ta~ returns for all appl_ican~s in accordance with procedures 
e:stablished. by departmental regulations, that the applicant recognized his 
or her applicable .Alabama income and detved at !east 50 percent of his or 
her gross income from the capture and sal ,. of seafood species in at least two 
of the five years during the period of 1989

1 

through 1993 and in subsequent 
years for a.n.nual renewal; or ! 

(2) proof that the applicant. purchased I license under this section every 
year from 19S9 through 1993, and, unle $ exempt from filing under the 
Alabama income ta.~ law, proot" that the a plica.nt filed an Alabama income 
ta..x return from 1989 through 1993, anq. in subsequent years for annual 
renewal. . ~ 
Far the license year begiruting' October , 1997; only, any perm.ittee who 

obtained a net and seine permit pursuant to subdivision (2) may obtain a 
permit transferable in the same ma.nner as ~ permit pll.4suant to subdivision 
( 1) upon submitting proof ic. th.e form oft:amended origin.al income t:ax 
rfiturns including Alabama state income x returns for all applicants in . 
accordance with procedures established by d partmental regulatio0.5, that the 
applicant recognized his or her applicable Al~ama income and derived at least 
50 percent of his or her gross income in l 96 from the capture and sale of 
seafood species, provided the pennittee mu · meet the gross income require­
ments to continue to renew a pen.nit is.suaki pursuant to subdivision (1) in 
subsequent years. A permittee who receives permit pursuant to the provision 
in the preceding sentence may not recei-ve a ermit pursuant to subdivision (2) 
thereaftar. The Alabama Department of Rev nue shall verify. upon request, to 
the Director of the Marine Resources Divisi n of d1e Alabama Department of 
Conservation and Natural Resources the inc me tu return of the applicant if 
the applicant auth.orizes the release or the ·: "or:nation. Authorization by the 
applicant to release the information shall b a prereqUisite for a permit. 

(d) Only one' permit shall be issued per ' d.hidual. The deparement shall 
issue each perm.ittee one decal or placard w; ·ch shall be visibly displayed on 
the permittee's designated vessel or vessel in accordance with regulations 
promulgated by the Department of Conse aticn and Natural Resources. A 
permittee shall h~ ve only one net or seine · in use at any tim~ and shall be 
present and bav-e the perm.it in his or her p ssession when the net or seine is 
in usa or in transit, provided the presenc of the permittee shall not be 
required when the boat is docked, refueling, or at a launch site. 

(e) All nets a,nd seines, except purse seine , and seines 25 feet or lesst shall 
b.aar a tag shawl.cg the nam.e and number of the permittee and a.c.y other 
identification as required by regulation, wh the nets or seines are in use or 
on board a boat ir1 the waters of Alabama. desisnated vessii!l of 45 feet ·in 
length or l~ss, a.S measur~d down the cente line, may have properly marked 
nets which are the property of the owner oft e designated vessel on board the 
vessel but no fish may be in contact with the nets and provided that the vessel 
is nae in motion and is moored or anchored hen the permittee is not present. 
An initial designated vessel may be replace by another vessel owued by the 
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perrnittee that is no longer tha...""1. 110 percent of:~he original vessel subject in all 
eTtents ta a ma."rimum of 45 feet except in certW.n cases which may be waived 
by the Di:rector of the Division of Marine R~sources upon presentation of 
evidence that a permittee O\•,.-·r1ed s. vessel lo~ger tha.o. 45 feet prior to the 
passage of this amendatory act. ; 

~f) ~l pennits i.ss~ed shall be issued to in1llvidual ~er3an.s only A purse 
seine license may be lSsued to a person. firm, or corpotat1on. A nonresident, as 

(g) All licenses and permits issued pu.r:suant to this section shall e.xpire on 
September 30 thereafter itteapective of the da e of the issuance of the same. 

mentioned in this section. for the purposes off' permits issued. is defined to 
be any person who has not been continuousLy omiciled in this state for more 
than one continuous year prior to the date of th issuance of the license aad for 
the purpose of purse seine licenses. a nonresici , nt is defined to be any person. 
firm, or corporation who has not been domiciled~1 1 L'l this state for more than one 
continuous year immediately prior to the data {the issuance of the license. 

(h) All nets and seines fished in a.n illegal m~er, or in an illegal area, are 
declared to be a nuisance and may be con.tiscat · d, along with the an.tire catch. 
boat, motor. and any other fishing gear in the · olator>s possession. and all of 
the items may be held as evidence by any agent of the Oepartrneo.t of 
Conser;ation and N a.tural Resow-ces. After cont;±ction of the person in whoae 
possession the device or items were found or w~en the operator of t..i..e devi~e 
has not been determined after a period of 30 days, the device or items shall be 
forfeite.d to the Department of Conservation ·nd Natural Resources which 
shall destl"oy or othermse dispose of the devi e or items as it shall deem 
advisable or in lieu of forfeiture, the court may · pose additional fines. 

(i) .. -ill game :fish ta..'lten by nets or seines under t.his Law 3hall be im.mediataly 
retu."'"Iled to the waters where they were taken th the least possible injury to 
the fish. Possession of game fish in violatio of this subsection will be 
considered as using: a net or seine in an illegal m er. Saltwater iam.e fish are 
defined as follows: Scottad Seatrout (Cyno:s ion nebuloaus); Red Drum 
(Sciaenops ocellata); Til-pon (Megalaps atlanti s); and those species desig­
rutted by regulation of the Departm.ent of Couse ation and Natural Resources. 
The de artxnent shall b re ation to the exten ossible e$tablish a ta · 
svstem. o re ata im ortation Ol"' sale of the a ave listed soecies or s ed.es 
added ""by regulatig.n. ' . 

(j) In addition to any other penalties provided· in this section, a violation of 
this section ox- any regulation promulgated p~rs t to this section, shall be a 

there shall be a mandatory minimum fine of S 1;00 for first offenses of utilizing 
a net or seine without the required license · or permit hereunder, and any 
subsequent violation of subsection (a) committed ·th.ht a three ... year period of . 
the date of conviction shall be a Class A nils emea:nor, punishable by a 
mandatory minim.um fine cf two thousand doll s ($2;000) and a mandatory 
minbnum imprisonment of lO days. Any person · olating this section or any 
re~lation promulga.~ed pu:r5uant to this 3ection hall be strictly liable and it 
shall not be necessary to prove any criminal in.ta t for conviction. 

83 
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A 10-point system is also hereby establis~ed to provide that in the event a 
person is convicted of the follov~ing offenses ~s sec out in subdivisio03 ( l) to (5), 
inclusive. below in a manner- so as to acqJµire ten or more points within a 
three-year period the department shall autorackally and permanently revoke 
all license~ or permits i.ssued and the license~, permits, and any decal issued to 
that person shall be surrendered immediat~ly by the licen.see or permittee to 
the Director of the Division of .Marine Resources upon conviction. Points shall 
be considered for a period of three years froxp the date cf conviction and shall 
be as follows: \ .. 

(1) Sale, purchase. trade or barter of gf'°'e fish, 10 points. 
(2) Fishing in closed are~s, 5 points. ; 
(3) Retention of iame fish, 5 points. 1\ 

(4) Fishing Vlith improperly marked ge_¥, 4 points. · 
(5) Points for any other offense establlii~ed or designated ·by regulation of 

the Department of Conservation and N a*ral Resources, sh.all be u pro· 
vide~ in the r_egulation relating to the prohi~!~ons of this section. (Acts 1943, 
No. 087, p. 090, § 4; Acts 1988. No. aa .. ~"' I, p. 897, § 6; Acts 1993, No. 
93 .. 322, p. 486, § 9; A~t.s 1995, NQ. 95-287, \§ 2J 

The 1993 am•ud:me11t, st!ec~iva May ~. mctor,·\ot' tishin&' 1sar ~ ehe violator's poue~-
1993, •dcled ~e .st.ibsec:tioa (a.) desirna.tion. and .sion,'" •tid insarted .. all o( tha it.nu c:ay be, .. 
f.n 1ub:1ectian.(a)1 in the tint pani'?'aph. divided and in! th~ preunc !Qt 1ani;enca, subatitu.ted 
tha f'or=iar tlrst sentenca into the preel!n.C firs1: '"tb.e dtlivi.ee ... for •sui:h devic&t, • throqb.gut this 
and seeond sentaz:u:e~, and in tha pras1H1t drst sent.en,e. 'ubatitutad 11ar iter.:.ta we:-e fcund• !or 
:Jecteru;e, i.aser.:ed "ar b.e: .... and dslei;ed "a.nd, i!" "wiu t; und: uid imerted •or items,. in two 
followi.t'lg "applicmt,it in the present s~ond placH. a.D.d in the sec:and ~~ph, cl•l1ted. 
sentence, added 1f.· del1t4d "sa.id.,. precedinK' .. th!! pr$'Vi..aion.s ofW prec:edinf .. this law ... tuh1t:1>· 
.. applicant," and subst:ttutad "th~ appiica.ni: .. for . ~uted 1111'h.ere .. tor •frall1 whee.ca," and mb•d.· 
"b.e/• and sc.bstitutad ~~e O.On:!.sident" for tuted "'tere tak•X1'" !or ·~e'": a.tid addecl sub• 
"'such nonresident"" in the pre.sene thltd 'fen.. sectian . b>. 
cance, in tht present foW""..h aecrence, substi· The 995 .amendnient, offecti-ve Octobftr l, 
tutad "'shall be lic!l!.tUed" for "'=we ba licenaed/ 1996, 'f wrote thU sectic>c.. · 
substituted .. th, seine" rar "such 3ei.t\a, .. substi.. Code CommJ11iC)uer'1 not.. - !n 1996, hl 
tuted "'shall have th• lica113e" for ~U!$t have subsecti n (i). tha word "pancrapb." wu 
.such license." 8Jld lnsef"'Ad 11or b.ert" in the cb.anr to "'s\4.bsactioult to Ndeet the actUal 
pre2tttit sixth. 1e~cence. del•c.ed ~ associa- coda hi ra.rehy. In :N.baectiou (j). in tha tlnt 
tion or oorporatiou,. followinr 11any person," sub.. sentenc af tht secor,.d parqrapb, 11(1)..{~~ wu 
.stitutad tithe licea.se" for "such UcitnH, it and ehangl!d, to subdivisiom (l) to (S), inclusive," Cor 
deleted "'or in the we of a corporation whlch clarity. L 
has not been contin®u.sly enraie<! in b~i.nes• Act.-. 1~951 No. 95 .. 2511 whicll amended this 
in thi,, state (or more e.h~ oue YH!' prior to the sactioa, rovtdes in I 8: "Upon the tf!'ectiVl9 
d.at.e of ~e i.uU&nce of such licenae'• fa Uowi.nr data of · act (June 30, 1995] no &dditioua.l 
"the ~auanc:e of th.tt Uc,,?l!a," in ch.e pref<Jetit net or s e licctnaea, pun~t t:Q Section 9·12· 
uext·t.o .. tut seutenca deleted "hereby'" precsd· 113 oe t e Code of A.14bazna. 1975, •hall be 
ini .,,declared,'' insert:ad "'aloni' with itny baa~ iaaued (o the Bacal year 1994.9~ licen.te yur." 

§ 9-12-na.1. Selliur, buyini'• trading, or arteri:Dg certain taltwater 
ga=e fish prohibited. 

No person shall -do. or attempt to do, any o the following: sell, trade, or 
barter, or buy~ trade for. or barter f'or, any sal ater game fish spediied in 
Section 9-12~113 or by regulation of the De~ 4Clent of Conservation and 
Natural Re~ourc;es. The first offense or thi.!5 section shall be a Cl.us B 
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misdemeanor with a mandatory ml.nimu~ fine of one thousand dollars 
($1,000). Any subsequent offenses shall be a Class A m:Uldemea.o.or with a. 
mandatory minimum fine of two thol.lsand dqllars ($2~000), plus forfeiture of 
vehicle used in transporting the game ti.sh. Anv pe1·son violating th.is section or 
any regulation prorr..ulgated pw-suant to this .s~ction shall be strictly liable an~ 
it shall not be necessary to prove any criminal intent for conviction. (Acts 1995, 
No. 95-287, § 3,) i .. 

I 

I 
Ettective date. -The ae?; which added thi:J ; 

section be.ca.me eff'ac:.i.v6 June 301 1995. 1 

§ 9-12·1H. 'Licenses for wl:ioiesale and retL 1 dealers of fnsh saltwa.m· 
fish .. Repealed by Acts 1988, Nf8a ... s77, p. 897, § 10, effective 
October l, 19S5. · 

§ 9.12.;115. Reports of seafood dealers. 1 

. i 
Each and every person, fine., or corporation hQlding a seafood dealer's license 

issued by the Commissioner ·Jf Conservation a.J\id Natural Resources or his or 
her authorized ag~nt shall u..~der oath make a ~onthly rsport to the Director 
of the Marine Resourc:es Di ·rision of the Depiartment of Conservation 4Ild 
Natural Resources on blanks provided for that p~ose by the director, which 
report shall show in detail the weight in pounds of each species of fish 
purchased from comm~rcial tisher.ro.en duririi the preceding month. The 
reporta required by this secti m shall be in th" hands of the director by the 
ta!).th day. of each. month for the i.mmediatelti prevfow month, and willful 
failure or refusal to make the :-eport by the reqtj.ired data or upon notiiication 
by t...1le director th.at the repor:: has not been r~ceived. or the filing of a falae 
report shall be deemed a viol.ition of this sectipn, and the Commissioner of 
Conservation and Natural Res.,urces shall hav~ the discretion to suspend or 
cancel the dealer's license until the provisions ofiUtis section are complied with, 
and the license shau not be lU~d by any person, '.firm, or corporation until the 
dealer1s license is restored by t:he Commissioner 

1 
of Conservation and Natural 

Resources. The commissioner llay, by regulatio4'i, tequire reports on a more 
frequent basis for those specie5 managed under al quota system, with the same 
penalty provision$ applicable f.:Jt failure or refusal to report. The commissioner 
may by regulation, require the ~eports to be forma!tted to comply with gulf .. wide 
trio tickets. (Acts 1943, No. 5c7, p. 590, § 6; Ac~ 1995. No. 95-287~ § 4.) 

• I 

The 1996 amend.m.ant. eff'ecth·e Juno 30, 
lSM. subetitut.ed .. dir111Ct.or,. far .. ca~ioaur 
of conoervation and 1:1.atunl nt$OW"Ce:s'* 

throughout the sftCti.an: in tho drst H4tenee, 
.1Uh$titu.~d .. .:t"a!cod de1der'~" far "'wholesale 
dealer's,'* substituted. 1111rt1.onthly ntport" for 
"quartarly t$FOrt ... and !Jubstitute<l ~otrectar of 
~it Marine 8.esow-c4-' Division of t.tle Depart­
~enc .. for "co~ionet,.; in the .second son-

85 

I 
tee.ca. sul:i"~tuted "'tenth day of 1&ch month for 
the h:;cmedjJil:'lllY prevtou. month"' !ar "tint: da.1 
of J illlu.ary.i April, July, an.cl O~..ober al w:h 
year,,. d-.leld, ":such time u-" preced.inr ~ • 
P.rovisim• f this ae<;tian."' a.ntl subldtu.t.ed. 
"dealer's"[£ nae"' tor 115amt"; and added th9 
ci.ext·to-lut ! a.nd last s.ntcni:.,a; and m.ada 
n.005ubatia th,ve ehaniia:a. 
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§ 9-12 -115. l CONSERV,.\:ttON ~\fD NAft:RAL RESOURCES 

§ 9-12 .. 115.1. Landing and reporting tequirernents for certain saltwa· 
ter fin&h and other seitfood products . ." 

All saltwater tinfish commercially harv~sted in the Seate of Alabama, except 
those lawfully taken by purse seine, shall '\be landed in this state and reported 
through a properly licensed .iJ.abama sea!ood dealer. Other s.eafood products 
comrp.ercially hal"Vested in this state sha~i. be landed in this state, or in lieu 
thereof any subject person shall complCf 'With any reporting procedures 
established by re~1ation o( the Dep~ent of Conservation and Natural 
Resources. The Commissioner of the Dep~ent ofConsel""lation and Natural 
Resources is hereby authorized to promuli,ate regulations which provide tor 
and require reporting procedures for both resident and nonresident Alabama 
commercial fishermen who sell or land~afood products other than finiish 
outside the State of Alaba.:n-a. Upon deta · · nation by the Commissi.oner of the 
Department of Conservatton and Natural . esources that any su.b1ect person 
has failed to report as requiredf the ·comdissioner may revoke any relava.nt 
commercial seafood license or permit he or ~he deems appropriate. k:J.y person 
who violates thi~ s·ection or any regulati4n promuli!lted pursuant to this 
section, shall be gU.ilty of a Class B misdeme~or, and upon conviction. shall be 
punished as provided in Sections 13A-5·f and 13A,.5-12. At1:'J person ao 
convicted shall be fined not less than one tho~sand dollars ($ l.000) . .Any ·person 
violating th.is section shAll be strictly liabl~ and it shall not be nece:1sary to 
prove ari.y criminal intent for conviction. (A~ts 1995, No. 95-2S7, § 5.) 

Et!eet:ive date. - The a.ct which added tbit 
saci:iot1. bee.am.• ae'accl.ve June .30, l995. 

I 

! 

§ 9.. 19. Issuance of licenses - Fees ~f issuiui' aut rities. 

Judges o robate and other persons autiorized and esignated to isaue 
licer.ses shall c .,..ge fo:r each license issued 4der the p visions of this article 
$i.oo in addition f e prescribed cost for eaph licen issued, which amoWlt 
shall cover semces re · ed by the provisio~ of article, and shall remit 
the balance to the co · ·oner of conservat\on d natural resources to the 
credit of the marine resource d on the fir : t f each month. Said judau of 
probate and all other duly autho · ed and de gnatacl pe:raons shall report to 
the commissioner of conservation d n al resources of the stata of 
Alabama on the first day of each month ber and kind of licellSes issued 
under this article and the 11arna and pas ddress of the penon or persons 
to ~hem issued~ giving opposite each ame th rial number of the license so 
issued and the a.mount of money re itted; protide however, th.at if any such 
liceDSe is issued by the commi.ssio er of consertation d natural resources or 
by any probate judge or other o cer who is p~d a sal or the performance 
of bis duties as such officer, shall be requU1ed to relllit entire amount 
collected to the commission of conservation a.:drd natural resout" , except the 
amount charged by the is · officer for the is~uance of such licens and this 
amount shall be re mitt to the treasurer or ~a county in wbic:.h sai · ense 
w~ paid. On Octobet of each year or within ~O days thereafter, each o 
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§ 9·12·123 MARIN~ RESOURCES § 9 .. 12-124 

·catching or attempting to take or catch ~hrirn
1

p by any ttawf or trawls .uaed 
together which exceed 16 feet as measur~d along the cork line; as well as, the 
t~king, catching or attempting to take or catch $hrimp by any trawl 16 feet or 
less as measured along the cork line whUe liceneed as a commercial shrimp 
fisherman under section 9-12-92 or sect.Jon 9-12-93, 

(b) Persons, fir1ns or corporation.e coniicted of violating the provisions of 
this section shall be guilty of a misdeme~nor and shall be punished by a fine 
of not lesa than $600.00 nor more than $~00.00 for the first offen.e~, not le5s 
than $900.00 nor more than $1,200.00 fot·

1

the second offense and not leas than 
$1,.200.00 nor more than $1,500.00 for the third a.nd subsequent offenaes 
committed during any two consecutive yti/ars. All trawls in use at the time of 
the violation. may be confiscated and he~d as evidence and upon conviction 
said trawls may be forfeited to the department of conservation and natural · 
resources which shall dispose of $ame as lt deems advisable. (Acts 1984, 2nd 
Ex. Seas., No. 85-50, p. 73.) 

.r 
§ 9-12-123. Ueense for use of gill ne'~ 

A recreational gill net license may be i.sued to .anyone wishing to utilize a 
300-foot or less gill net for noncommefcial pu:r;poses for a fee of $50.00. 
Persons taking fish from Alabama waters under the auspices of the 
recreational gill net license may not sell, l;tarter, or offer for $8.l$ or batter, fish 
taken under this authority. (A.cts 1988. No. 88~577, p. 897t § 7.) 

§ 9·12·124. ••crab catcher" llcenae for nae of more than five crab traps; 
rules and regulation19. : 

(a) Any person taking crabs for comrnhcial purpoaes or WJing more than 
five crab traps for personal, noncommer~ial purposes must first obtain and 
have in posaesaion a ~'crab catcher's11 lice~se·. The fee for said licenBe shall be 
$50.00 and shall be paid to the department of conservation and natural 
resources. 

(b) Individuals can use up to, but not more than, five crab tra~s for taking 
crabs fo:r personal1 noncommercial purposes, without Sa.id license. 

(c) All crab traps and commercial cr.b boats mu&t display identifying 
markings to be developed by regulation&; of the department of conservation 
and natural resources and it shall b~ qnlawful to take crabs from traps 
belonging to another person without written authorization. 

(d) The proceeds from the sale of said
1 

licenses shall be deposited to the 
credit of the marine resources fund and said licenses ahall expire on 
September 30 of each year. 

(e) A violation of' any provision of this section shall be a Class C 
misdemeanor. (Acts 1988, No. 88-577, p~ 897, § 8.) 
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By auth<*ity vested in me as Conunissioner of Conservation a~d Natural Resources of the Srate 
of Alabama, as provided for by the Code of Alabama 12.7~, §§~-2-4, 9-2-7, 9 .. 2-8, 9-2-12~ 9·12-
110, and 9-12-113,' I do hereby establish. proclaim and pro~ulgate the following regulation, 
which has the force and effect of Jaw: 1 

i 
.i 

Section 1. Rule 220-3-.03, ·entitled "Use of Nets and Harve~t of Mullet;' is hereby adopted, 
repealing previously adopted Rule 220 .. J ... OJ. ' 

"220-3-.03 Use of Nets and Harvest of Mullet 
i 

( 1) Roe mullet pennit reguirements.· Any person p~ssessing, using, or attempting to 
use, any commercial gill net, trammel net, or other entangling ~et with a mesh size of one and 
seven-eighths ( l 7 /8) inches knot to knot or larger to take or a~empt to take any fish during the 
period of October 24 through December 31 of each year in th~ waters of Alabama must bav.., a 
roe mullet permit as provided by Ala. Code, § 9-12-113; profided further, that any person in 
possessi()n of mullet while possessing1 using, or attempting 'to use any commercial gill net; 
trammel net, or other entangling net is also required to have said~ roe mullet permit. 

I 

i 

(2) Spanish mackerel pe.cmif requU:;ements.· Any: person possessing, using, or 
attempting to use, any commercial gill net, tranunel net, or other entangling net in the waters of 
Alabama, including the territorial waters in the Gulf of Mexico, who possesses any Spanish 
mackerel must have a Soanish mackerel oermit as provided bv Ala. Code. § 9-12 .. 113. 
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( c) Specigl <4;wber 24 - Dec.ember 31 me.sh si:g uroti.tioa.r · Except as othcn.vise 
provided in paragraphs (S), (6)(a), and· (6)(b), from October 24 through December 31 of each 
year a mesh size of one and seven·eighths ( 1-718) inches knot to kllot or larger shall be required 
for commercial git.I, trammel, or other entangling nets used to take or attempt to take fish other 
than menhaden in the waters under the jurisdiction of the Marine Rtsources Division as provided 
by Rule 220-2-.42, except that a mesh size of one and three·~eighths ( l-3/8) inches knot to knot or 
larger, but less than one and seven~eighths ( 1 ... 718) inches knot to knot, may be used for the taking 
<II tishes other than mullet. 

. (5) Spgciaf mesh s;ze provisions for Cedqin riyftS ~yous. Ct(eks Qt Stream~: It 
shall be unlawful to use in any rivers. bayous, creekS or strca.mS under the jurisdiction of the 
Marine Resources Division as provided by Rule 220 .. 2-.42 any ~11 net, trammel net, or other 
entangling net the mesh of which is smaller than three (3) inches· knot to knot; e}tcept in those 
portions of the Blakely and Apalachec Riv~rs south of the 1,10 Causeway where the minimum 
.mesh size shall be as provided in paragraph ( 4) hereof. Nets shall ·not extend more than one half 
way across any river, stream, bayou or creek. 

(6)(a) Special f]ulf wat~rs provisions on closure.t. ape1H~s. and mesh size· From 
fanuary 1 through October 1 of each year. the waters of the Gulf of Mexico, including Pelic:an 
Bay, from the shoreline (including Pelican/Sand Island} out to 0 . .25 miles shall be closed to the 
commercial or recreational use of gill nets~ tranune{ nets, other entangling .nets, seines, and haul 
seines; except from March 1 S through the Thursday before Memorial Day weekend of each year 
the area east of Longitude 87° 591 or Loran C line 1'2800 (7980 Gulf chain) to the Alabama· 
Florida state line will, subject to the other provisions of this regu1ation, be open from 6:00 p.m. 
to 6:00 a.m. each day; and provided that from October 2 thro~Bb December 31 of each year 
Alabama's territorial waters in the Gulf of Mexico from the shoreline (including Pelicaw'Sand 
Island) out to 0.25 miles shall, subject to the other provisions of this regulation, be open to 
netting for mullet only and the minimum mesh size for nets pennined under Ala. Code, § 9--12-
113, shall be one and seven-eighths (1-7/8) inches knot to knot. 

(b) General Gulf wafers prayt'siqns on mesh siz.p.· Eicept as otherwise provided in 
paragraphs (4)(b) and (6)(a), it shall be unlawful to use any gill net, trammel net, or other 
entangling net to take or attempt to take any fish in the waters of the Gulf of Mexico open to 
netting. including Pelican Bay, within the territorial jurisdiction of this State, the mesh of which 
is smaller than one and threewfourths (1-3/4) inches knot to knot. 

(7) It shall be unlawful to take or attempt to take any fish in the waters of Alabama 
urider the jurisdiction of the Marine Resources Division as provided by Rule 220-2-.42 with any 
seine or purse seine over twentywfive (25) feet in length with a mesh size smaller than thrc:e· 
fourths (3/4) inch knot to knot. 

(8) There are no mesh size requirements for trawl$ and cast nets. 

(9) It shall be unlawful to use, to take, or attempt to: take fish with, or to possess on 
board a boat, in the waters of Alabama, any gill nets, trammel nets, or any other entangling net. 

2 
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greater than 80 meshes in depth north of a line running in a,n eastwardly direction from the north 
bank of East Fowl River to Middle Bay Light to Great Point Cle~. 

( l 0) From October 24 through December 31 of each ·year it shall be unlawful to use 
any set nets (gill nets, trammel nets, or other entangling nets, etc.) in the waters of Bon Secour 
Bay south of the Gulf Intracoasral Waterway from Oyster $ay west to the last Waterway 
navigational marker and from that point southwestward to the northwestcm tip of the Fort 
Morgan Peninsula. During this time period, this area shall be open to strike nets but these nets 
cannot be used within 300 feet of any pier, wharf, dock, or boat launching famp in this area. 
"Strike net0 means a gill net, tranuneJ net, or other entangling net, that is set and used from a boat 
in a circular pattern and is not anchored or secured to the water bottom or shore and whlc;h is 
immediately and actively retrieved. 

( 11) From January 1 through the day after Labor Day·iof each year it shall be unlawful 
to use any gill net, trammel net, or other entangling net to take ':or attempt to take any fish in all 
waters inside of a meandering line beginning at the east end of Dauphin Island at the Park and 
Beach a·ee.rd pier and running in a northwestwardly direction along the northern shore of Little 
Dauphin Islilnd to itS intersection with the Dauphin Island Bridge. and then nortlJwardly along the 
east side of the Dauphin Island Bridge to its intersection with· the Gulf In~coastal Waterway, 
then westwardly along the southern edge of the Gulf lntracoastaJl Wateiway to Aloe Bay Channel 
marker •·aA. Fl (2+1) G 6s," then southwardly to Aloe Bay Chaiµnel marker n~ber "2" and then 
to the western end of the Da\lphin Island Airport nmway, then eastwardly along the northern 
shore of Dauphin Island to the east end of Dauphin Island at the Park and Beach Board Pier. 

( 12) It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, or corporation to use any gill net, 
trammel net, seine or purse seine, or other entangling net to take or attempt to take fish in any 
marked navigational channel, Theodore Industrial Canal, Littlt Lagoon Pass, Perdido Pass, or 
any man-made canal (including but not limited to the following bays and c'111als on Dauphin 
Island:. Quivera Bay, Polaris Lagoon, Port Royal Lagoon, Lafitte Bay, Indian Bay, Indian Canal, 
Buchanan Bay, Columbia Bay1 Colony Cove, Spanish Bay, Barcelona Bay, Salt Creek, 
Govenunent Cut (Drury Pass), and Billy Goat Hole); provided further, it shall be unlawful to use 
any gill net, trammel net. seine or purse seine, or other entangling net to take or attempt to take 
·fish within 300 feet of any man·made canal or· mouth of any river, stream, bayou or creek. 

( 13) It shall be unlawful to use gill nets, trammel nets, or othe1 entangling nets 
pennit~ed under Ala. Code,§ 9-12·113, to take or attempt to take fish within 300 feet of any pier, 
marina, or boat launching ramp. It shall be unlawful to use any gill net, trammel net, or other 
entangling net to take or attempt to take fish within 300 feet of any of the following ''relic" piers: 
Z1i1ndel 's, Old Daphne Steamship; Battles, and Quarantine, within the jurisdiction of the Marine 
Resources Division as provided by Rule 220-2-.42; and, it shall be unlawful to use a recreational 
gill net licensed under Ala. Code, § 9-12-123 to take or attempt to take fish beyond 300 feet from 
any shoreline, and any such net set within 300 feet adjacent ta, or parallel to, any pier shall not 
extend into the water beyond the end of the pier; provided furthcr1 it shall be unlawful to use any 
nets in any manner so as to prevent ingress or egress to or from any pier, wharf .. dock, marina, or 
boat launching ramp. 

3 
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(14) Gill nets p~rmitted under Ala- Code, § 9-12 .. 113, ~hall be marked at intervals ~f 
l 00 feet or less along the float line with colored floats that contra$t with any other ftoats used on 
the float line. Such gill nets shall be 'marked at intervals of 300 feet or less along the float line 
with the fishemum's per:mit number. Permit numbers wilt remain the same for each year. 

1' 

( 15) Gill and trammel nets operated in the waters of Allbama under the jurisdiction of 
the Marine Resources Division as provided by Rule 220-2-.42 mu~t be constantly attend¢d by the 
person licensed or pennitted to operate the net. 

( 16) From the first day after Labor Day through Oc:tobet 23 of each year, po~session of 
mullet on board a boat in the waters of Alabama with a gill net, trammel net, or other entangling 
net on board. or mullet taken by cast net, will be prohibited North of the lntracoastal Waterway 
and East of th~ Dauphin Island Bridge and W t!St of the Bon Seema· River Channel. 

( 1 7) There is hereby established a possession limit o~ mullet caught by cast net or 
snagging of 2.5 fi~h per boat per day or 25 fish per person per~! day from. the shore during the 
period of October 24 through December 31 or· each year. It shall ~e unlawful to possess on board 
a boat more than 25 mullet while cast netting or ~nagging in watets closed to the use of gill nets. 

(18) It shall be unlawful to remo· .. .-e roe of mullet ot otherwise process roe mull"t 
aboard any boat or vessel within the territoria: waters of this State. 

( 19)(a) A recreational gill net licensee shall have only onj net in use at any tirn~ and shall 
possess only one net on board a boat in tr. ·! waters of Alabama. It shall be unlawful for a 
recreational gill net to be on board a boat wit: a net, seinct or purse 5eine, required to be licensed 
or permitted under Ala. Code, § 9-12 .. 113. .t shall be unlawfuf. to use or possess a recreation.a.I 
gill net in conjunction with the use or posse~: ;ion of any net, seine, or purse seine, rc:quired to be 
liceused or permitted under Ala. Code, § 9-1 ... -113. 

(b) A recreational gill net license·.! shall take or poss~ss only one standard fish box of 
fish per day. A standard fish box measures 1 :5 inches by 15 inches by 24 inches. 

(c) Recreational gill nets licensed under Ala. Code/§ 9-12·123, shall bear a tag or 
float showing tbe name and license nwnber of the licensee. 

(20) l~ shall be unlawful to possess game fish in conjunction with the use or possession 
of any net~ seine, or purse seine, required to be licensed or pen,nitted under Ala. Code, § 9 .. 12-
1 l 3, or required to be licensed under Ala. Code., § 9-12-123. Coriunercial hook and line 
fishermen in possession of over the limit of species regulated'· by a bag limit shall not possess 
game ftsh. 

(21) Rule 220-3-.03, entitled "Sea.foods Other Than Shrimp and Oysters," as 
previously promulgatecL is hereby expressly repealed in its entir~ty." 

4 
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Section 2. Any person violating any of the provisions of this regulation shall be punished as 
provide~ by law. 

Section 3 . This regulation sha'tl become effective on the 36th day after filing with the Legislative 
Ref ere nee Service. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF. l have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of my gffice to be 
affixed in the City of Montgomery on this the.$'/£: day of rJ~ . 1996. 

? 

s D. Martin .. Commissioner 
pa~e:rtt of Conservation 
and Natural Resources 

! 

[NOTE: The effective date of this regulation is 3-7--96 ]. 

5 
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It ' 
STATE OF ALABAMA I 'iC' REQULAIION 94·GF·24 

JlN 1QS5 ~ <Game and Fish> 
MOZ\l"TGOMERY COC:NTY ?·~i::'d ~ Fbli . ·. ,~ ,~ i·• •; ... 

~. · ;. ; ~ ..... .. ~~' 
By authority v~sred in me as Commi.ssio.ner~~f Conservation and Natural 

Resources of the. State or Alabama as provided lor by the Code of Alabama 
12.Zt § 9-11-140, I do hereby establisht proclaim ahd promulgate th~ following 
regulation, whkh has the force and effect cf law: " 

Sedion 1. Rule 220 .. 2 .... 42, entitled .. Use of Nets i~ Cert4lin Ar'as and Size of 
Same - Commercial or Non-game Fish", is hereby amended on an emergency 
basis, to re.ad as follows; 

'"220-2-.42 Ilse of Nets in Certain Areas and Size of Same -Commeu:iaLc.t. 
Non-i1me em . 

(1) It shall be unlawful for any pe:son to take o('catch, or attempt to take or 
catch, any comr.nercia.l or non-game fish as defined in the laws of Alabama or 
regulations of the Department of Conservation artd Natural Resources, by the 
use of nets (other than hoop and fykc nets) with ~ mesh size cf less than three 
inches (3") ~-,ot to knot with a stretc::"\ or spread of ~ess than sL"( t.nches (611

) in the 
public impounded waters and :tlvif able streams of the State of Alabama, north 
of the follo'Wing line: · · 

Beginnil'lg at the Missisdppi State liqe, those waters north of a 
meandering line following U.S. High.way 90 ed!st'W'a.rdly to its jun.di.on with 
State Highway 188; St~te H:igh,,.... a.y 188 e~stw~rdly to its jwu:tion with St.ltc 
Highway 193; State Highway : 93 northward~y to its junction with State 
Highway 163i State Highway 163 north\.tv·ar~y to its intersection with 
Intersmte Highway 10 (except all of the Theodore Industrial Canal); 
Interstate l-Ughway 10 eastbour.d lane (except that portiori of Int~rstate 
Highway lO which lie~ north of State Highw•y 90 Battleship Parkway,. in 
which case the line follows the Battleship Par~wa.y} to Interstate Highway 
1 O's intersection with U.S. High way 98 (incltding Crass Bay, Chuck.fey 
Bay, Choccolata Bay, Gustang B~y, Big Bay Jbhn, Bay Minetta! Ba.sin and 
aay, Little Bay John, Big Bay Ba::eau, Little B4y Bateau, and John's Bend}; 
U.S. Highway 98 southwa:rdly .a.nd eastwardlf' to its irt.tersection with State 
Highway 59; State Highway 59 southwarcUy to its intersection with 
Billdwin County Highway 20; Be.1dwm Count)' Highway 20 eastw'ardly .. to 
its intersection with Baldwin County Highway 95; Ba.ldwin County 
Highway 9.5 r.orthwardly to its intersection with U.S. Highway 98; U.S. 
Highway 98 e~st'\vardly to i:s intersection with the western shore or 
P~rdido Bay; then the west~rn ~hore of Perdldo Bay northwardJy to the 
intersect:icr. of the Flotida State Une and the mouth of the Pa:-dida River. 

' I ', ' 
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(2)(a) All other gear used ir~ commercial fi$hing operations north of the 

desc:ibed meande:ing line wi!I be subject ta those la\VS, rules and regt.ilaticns or the 
Game and Fish Division of tha Department of Consa:vation and Natural Resourc;es. 

(2)(b) All wa.ters ;outh ci the described mean~~r~g line1 (inC:l'-'lding all of the 
Theodore Industrial ·Canal)1 will be s·..ibject to those la~s, rules, and regulations of the 
Marine Resources Divis{on of ~e Oepart:mcnt of Coruertration and Natural Resources. 

I 

!.Jl N0Wth4tandipi anv provh•ipn herein t~ the contrary. bowevs:r from 
Se,pt~mber J to Qecs:mber Jl. it U\all be unlawful to po'-s=J'" a ~m net trammel net. Pt 
other entanaJi.ng net ~~d a boat i:l fowl River north Qf BeUin;;rath Garden bQat dock. 
in DOi River nonb rmd west pf Perth Creek/ in the IheQdgre Jndustrjal Canal west of.1 
Hoe ruooini north and south at Ced at Point Boad fwhem old middle Pett River bdd&c 
was LQcated) and ir· the Mo?i!e De)ja JOUth of L&N1 

Railrgad and north of a Ij;nc 
r\UlJJLQi two hundred fi~ (2SQJ.rard~ north of md ~at·ll~! to HirJiway 90 !Battle5bj:R 
Parkway), E'art!)Ju:roore· it shill be itlggal to possess fi~h in. or in contact with a nt::t 
shl"'\-s9'.4 -s s,_"".._ .. t~ 1: .. ll!"to ,..,. t.1\1..,,,.. .. t: ...... I a: •. -- ---.LL -~ 'f• .1.i: .. "'~ • • • - · • 
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By aulliority vested in me as Commissioner of Consen(ation and Natural Resources 
of the State of Alabama as provided for by the Code of Alall)µta 1975. §§ 9-.2-4, 9-2-7, 9-2-8, 
and 9-2-12, I do hereby establish, proclaim and promulgate tqe following regulation which 
has the force and effect of law; 

Se~tion 1. Rule No. 220-3-.36, entitled, 11Closed N~t Fishing Season", is hereby 
adopted, to read as follows: · 

"220-3-.36 Closed Net Fishing Season 
·I 
.I 

Effective November 13, 1996, there is hereby establisheµ a dosed fishirtg season for 
the taking or attempting to take fish by the use of any gil1: net, trar.mnel net, or other 
entangling net, in Old River (Baldwin County), south of a line ~eginning at the eastenunost 
point of Ono Island ruruling in a westwardly direction along the south shore of Ono Island 
and ending at the westernmost point of Ono Island. Any person using, or attempting to 
use, any gill net, trammel net, or other entangling net, in the ar~as of the closed season shall 
be in violation of this regulation." 

Section 2. .Any person violating any of the provisiotls of this reg·.ilation shall be 
punished as provided by law. 

Section 3. This regulation shall become effective November 13, 1996. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my han~ and caused the seal of my 
office to be affixed in the City of Montgomery on · this the /,Z f.ti day of 
NavW<r , 1996. · 

mes D. f\1artin1 Commissioner 
epartmd~t of Conservation 

and Natural Resources 

l 1 -13-96 ]. 
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S«tion 3. Thia reguI~tio-C: shall be:cme ttffective on the 36th day alter filing with the 
Legislative R~ferencl!! Service. 

1N WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set nis.y hand and caused ti\~ seal of rny 
a!fic:e to be affixed in tht! City of Montgomery on this the I~~ «Uy of 
J./1 l\/fJ/i a 'z . 1995. 

I / 

Charley G · ey, C~rrunis:sio r 
Department of Co1'e.rvation 

and Natural Resdur~es 

[NOTE: The effective date of this regulation is __ _..Z-1l-l-Z ... I.-~--~ 
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ORDINANCE NO. 5.013 

AN ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH RES'IR.ICTIONS GOVERNING THE USE OF NETS, FISH 
TRAPS AND POTS WlTIIIN THE TERRITORIAL WATERS OF THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI 
AND ESTABLISHING CERTAIN CATCH LIMITATIONS AND QUOTAS 

WHEREAS,, the Mississippi Commission on Marine Resources has detennin~ that it is in the 
best interest of the fisheries of the State of Mississippi to regulate areas, methods, and gear types in the 
saltwaters of the State of Mississippi; and 

WHEREAS, the Mississippi Commission on Marine Resources has further determined that catch 
limitations, minimum lengths, quotas and other regulations must be imposed in order to preserve fish 
populations; and 

WHEREAS, the Mississippi Commission on Marine Resources is authorized by Section 49-15-15 
of the Mississippi Code of 1972, Annotated, to enact all regulations necessary for the protection, 
conservation or propagation of all commercial fish in the waters under the territorial jurisdiction of the 
State of Mississippi; now therefore 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MISSISSIPPI COMMISSION ON MARINE RESOURCES 
THAT: 

Section 1. DEFINITIONS: 

Mullet fishing shall be defined as a fishing activity where the sole purpose is to catch mullet 
(Mugil sp.). It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, or corporation, while engaged in any 
mullet fishing activity or 1'set•• to catch in excess of ten percent (10%) by weight of species other 
than mullet. 

King mackerel fishing shall be defined as a. fishing activity where the sole purpose is to catch 
king mackerel (Scomberomorus cavalla). It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, or 
corporation, while engaged in any net fishing activity or "set" to catch in excess of ten percent 
(10%) by weight of species other than king mackerel while king mackerel fishing. 

CommerciaJ eel fishing shall be defined as a fishing activity using traps or pots where the sole 
pul'Pose is to catch American eels (Anguilla rostrata). It shall be unlawful for any person> firm, 
or coi:poration to retain any fish or shellfish other than adult eels while engaged in commercial 
eel fishing. An adult eel shall be defined as an eel at least six (6) inches in length. 

Appro\'ed degradable material shall be defined as a material which after one (1) year of 
immersion in water loses at least fifty (50) percent of its tensile strength and for which a field 
test must be available to analyxe the material for authenticity or the net must have a placard 
issued by the Department of Marine Resources which will be permanently attached to the net 
certifying that the net is made of an approved degradable material. Any material previously 
approved by the CMR under Ordinance 5.012 shall be deemed an "approved degradable 

1 
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material 11 for purposes of~ Ordinance, regardless of whether the material meets the fifty (SO) 
percent loss in tensile strength after one (1) year of immersion in water. 

Section 2. 

It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, or corporation to catch, take, or carry away any 
saltwater fish by or with any gill nets, trammel nets 7 purse seines, seines, fish traps> except 
permitted eel traps, or any other like contrivances, in the territorial waters of the State of 
Mississippi within twelve hundred feet (1200) of any public pier or any pier owned and operated 
by hotels or motels for the use of their patrons and guests for swimming and fishing or any 
harbor or within twelve hundred (1200) feet of the shoreline of Deer Island. 

Sectjou ;i. 

It shall by unlawful for any person~ firm, or corporation to catch, take or carry away any 
saltwater fish by or with any gill nets~ trammel nets, purse seines, seinesf fish traps" and other 
like contrivances except permitted eel traps in the following areas of the State of Mississippi; 

A) Within any river, bayou, creek, canalt streamt tnbutary, lake. bay, or inlet, or other 
water source entering into ar:eas defined as salt waters under the jurisdiction of the 
Mississippi Commission on Marine Resources, except Pt. aux Chenes Bay, Middle Bay, 
Jose Bay~ L'Isle Chaude, Heron Bay, Pascagoula Bay, south of a line beginning at a 
point on the shoreline at the southern terminus of range lines R7W and R6W near Camp 
Lamotte; thence southeasterly along the most direct line to the southernmost point of 
Twin lslands; thence easterly along the most direct line to the southern point of Rabbit 
Island; thence ea$terly along the most direct line to the beacon "Occ R 4 sec 100 ft 11 on 
the eastern stde of Litton Shipbuilding; thence southeasterly following the shoreline to 
the southeasternmost point of Litton Shipbuilding; them::e easterly along the most direct 
line to the southernmost point of land adjoining the entrance to Yazoo Lake) and Soutll 
Rigolets and Biloxi Bay south of a line drawn between Marsh Point and Grand Bayou. 
These restrictions in subsection A) shall not apply to mullet fishing in Pascagoula Bay 
south of the CSX Railroad bridge. 

B) Within fifteen hundred (1500) feet from the shoreline between the U.S. Highway 90 
bridge and the north shore of Bayou Caddy in Hancock County. 

C) Within an area that would block the mouth of any river, bayou, creek, canal, stream, 
tribuuuy, lake; bay, inlet~ channel, or other water source entering into areas defined as 
salt waters under the jurisdiction of the Mississippi Commission on Marine Resources. 
Areas defined as salt waters under the jurisdiction of the Mississippi Commission on 
Marine Resources are specified by Mississippi Commission on Wildlife, Fisheries and 
Parks Public Notice Number 2276 in accordance with Section 49-15-23 of the 
Mis$issippi Code of 1972, Annotated. 

2 
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D) Within an area formed by a line running one (1) mile from µie shoreline of Cat, Ship, 
Hom, Petit Bois, and Round Island, or frotn the shoals of Telegraph Keys and Telegraph 
Reef (Merrill Coquille), during the period from May 15 to September 15 of each year. 

E) Within twelve hundred (1,200) feet of any private piers which extend a distance of 
seventy-five (75) feet or more from the shoreline, except when mullet fishing. 

F) Within three-hundred (300) feet of any private piers which extend a distance of seventy­
five (75) feet or more from the shoreline when mullet fishing. 

G) All of the aforementioned piers must be in usable condition with boards spaced in such 
a way that persons can walk the entire distance of the pier. 

Section 4. 

Notwithstanding the piovisions of Sections 2 and 3 above, it shall be unlawful for any person~ 
finn or corporation to set1 use or possess a gill or trammel net in the marine waters of the State 
of Mississippi contrary to the following restrictions: 

(A) From 6:00 a.m. to 6;00 p.m. no gi11 and trammel nets shall be set or otherwise used for 
the taking of aquatic life within one-half (1h) nautical mile of the shoreline or any 
manmade structure attached to the shoreline from Bayou Caddy in Hancock County to 
Marsh Point in Ocean Springs1 Jackson County. · 

(B) From 6;00 p,m. to 6:00 a.m. no gill and trammel nets shall be set or otheiwise used for 
the taking of aquatic life within one-quarter (1/4) nautical mile of the shoreline or any 
manmade structure attached to the shoreline from Bayou Caddy in Hancock County to 
Marsh Point in Ocean Springs, Jackson County. 

(C) It shall be unlawful for any person, firm or corporation to possess fish in, or in contact 
with, any gill or trammel net in a boat in the marine waters of Mississippi in the St. 
Louis Bay north of the CSX Railroad Bridge; in Biloxi Bay north of a line drawn 
between Marsh Point and Grand Bayou; in Pascagoula Bay north of the CSX Railroad 
bridge. 

(D) It shall be unlawful for any person> firm or corporation to set or otherwise use a gill or 
trammel net in the marine waters of Mississippi or to possess fish in~ or in contact with, 
a gill or trammel net in a boat in the marine waters of Mississippi between 6:00 a.m. on 
Saturday mornings and 6;()() p.m. on Sunday evenings. 

(E) It shall be unlawful for any person~ firm or corporation to set or otherwise use a gill or 
trammel net in the marine waters of Mississippi or to poss~ss fish in~ or in contact with, 
a gill or trammel net in a boat in the marine waters of Mississippi between 6:00 a.m. and 
6:00 p.m. on legal holidays established by the Mississippi Legislature and as set forth in 
Miss. Code Ann. §3-3-7. 
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(F) No gill or ttatttmel net shall be set within one-quarter (1/4) nautical mile of another gill 
or trammel net. 

(G) Gill and trammel nets must be attended at all times from a distance of no greater than the 
length of the boat in use. 

(H) On and after January 1, 1997> all gill and trammel nets rnust be constructed of an 
approved degradable material. An approved degradable materials list will be on file with 
the Executive Director of the DMR or his designee. Any material that has not been 
approved by the Commission on Marine Resources (CMR) by the October 15, 1996 
CMR meeting must meet the requirements of the approved degradable materials 
definition. 

Section 5. 

It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, or corporation to engage in commercial eel fishing 
activities by trap or pot in all areas defined as salt waters under the jurisdiction of the Mississippi 
Conunission on Marine Resources by Public Notice No. 2276 in accor'dance with Section 49-15-
23 of the Mississippi Code of 1972, Annotated, without first obtaining a cornmercial eel perm.it 
from the Department of Marine Resources. 

Section 6. 

It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, or corporation to use at any time trammel nets, gill 
nets, seines, or any other like contrivances in excess of twelve-hundred (1200) feet in length. 
Except when fishing gHl and trammel nets between October 15 through December 15 of each 
year,, nets must be of a mesh size of one and one half (1~1/2) inch square, three (3) inch stretch 
or larger, and it shall be unlawful for any boat to use more than one (1) such net. Between 
October 15 thwugh December 15 of each year 1 gill and trammel nets must be of a mesh size of 
one and three-fourths (1 3/4) inch square, three and one-half (3 1.h) inch stretch or larger1 and 
it shall be unlawful for any boat to use more than one (1) such net. 

Section 7. 

It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, or corporation other than licensed menhaden vessels 
engaged in menhaden fishing, to use or have in possession purse seine(s) in excess of fifteen 
hundred (1500) feet in length. Said nets must be of a mesh size of one-half (1h) inch square. one 
(1) inch stretch or larger. 

Section 8. 

It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, or corporation to engage in commercial eel fishing as 
defined herein using: 
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A) Traps with a diameter in excess of two (2) feet or a length in excess of four (4) feet or 
a muzzle or throat with an opening in excess of two (2) inches, maximum measurement. 

B) Traps with a mesh size smaller than one-half (1h) inch by one (1) inch. 

C) Pots larger than twenty four (24) inches by twenty four (24) inches by fifteen (15) inches 
or having a throat in excess of two (2) inches, maximum measurement. 

Section 9. 

It shall be unlawful for any person, firm) or corporation to leave a gill net, trammel net, purse 
seine, seine or any other net like contrivance governed by the restrictions set forth in this 
Ordinance unattended in the waters of this state, and at least one person shall be required to stand 
by, within one boat length of the boat using said net~ at all times the net is in the water. It shall 
further be unlawful for any person, firm, or corporation to use or have in their possessi011 a gill 
net, trammel net, seine or like contrivance on the waters of this state without a visible buoy 
attached every one hundred (100) feet clearly marked with the license number or owner's full 
name thereon. 

Sectjon JQ, 

It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, or corporation to use or have in their possession in or 
on the waters of this state any fish craps, fish pots, eel traps, eel pots, or like contrivances that 
are not clearly marked with the owner's foll name~ permit, or license number. It shall further 
be unlawful for said person1 firm, or corporation to fail to check and empty each trap, pot, or 
like contrivance at least once every forty-eight (48) hours. 

Section 11. 

The Mississippi Commission on Marine Resources, in accordance with the provisions of a duly 
adopted Commission Mana~ement Plan, published and filed with the Secretary of State; or in 
accordance with a management plan developed by the Gulf of Me)lico Fishery Management 
Council and appl:'oved by the United States Secrebuy of Commerce; may establish aMual Total 
Allowable Catch (TAC) rates for commercial and recreational fishermen. Said catch rates may 
apply to red drum, spotted seatrout, mullet, brown shrimpJ white shrimp, blue crabs, or any 
other species of fish or shellfish which the Commission deems necessary or advisable. 
Furthermore~ the Commission may close a fishery or disallow the taking of any particular species 
of fish or shellfish by commercial fishermen, recreational fishermen or both commercial and 
recreational fishermen in response to catches meeting or exceeding a TAC established by order 
of the Commission. It shall be unlawful for ®Y person~ firm, or corporation to violate any of the 
provisions of such management plans as approved by the Commission or to exceed the TAC 
levels which may be established annually for any species of fish or shellfish. 
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SectionJ2. 

An annual Total Allowable Catch (TAC) for commercial landings of red drum (Sciaenops 
ocelletus) has been set at thirty-five thousand (35,000) pounds, beginning October 1~ 1990 and 
ending September 30 of each following year. 

Section 13. 

An annual Total Allowable Catch (TAC) for commercial landings of spotted sea trout (Cynoscion 
nebulosus) has been set at forty thousand (40,CXJO) pounds, beginning October 1, 1995 and ending 
September 30 of each following year. 

Section 14 .. 

It shall further be unlawful for any person, firm or corporation to sell, offer for sale, 
barter, trade or purchase cobia landed in Mississippi. Cobia and any species of finfish that 
have an established annual quota and are landed legally elsewhere and/or transported into 
or within Mississippi for sale, must be accompanied by an affidavit or certificate from the 
:regulating agency of the point of origin stating that the fish were legally landed or 
accompanied by a Bill of Lading if imported from a foreign country. Cobia and any 
species of finfish that have an established annual quota and are ra.ised on permitted 
aquaculture facilities must be accompanied by a Bill of Lading with the permit number attached 
and m&y be sold below the prescribed minimum lengths. 

Sectfon 15-

The restrictions, with the exception of Section 11, outlined in this Ordinance do not apply to brill 
nets, cast nets~ drop nets for crabs, small mesh beach seines not exceeding one-hundred (100) 
feet in length, and having a mesh size not to exceed 1/4 inch bar-1/2 inch stretch, trawls, for the 
catching of shrimp, purse seines for the catching or menhaden, or nets, traps 1 ot pots for 
experimental purposes approved and duly permitted by the Commission on Marine Resources. 

Sectjon 16. 

Any person, firm, or corporation convicted of violating any of the provisions of this Ordinance 
shall by guilty of a misdemeanor and penalized in accordance with Section 49-15-63 of the 
Mississippi Code of 1972~ Annotated. Violations of more than one section or subsection of this 
Ordinance, or part thereof, shall be considered separate offenses and punished as such. 

Section 17. 

Each section and subsection of this Ordinance shall be declared separable, and if any section or 
subsection or part thereof shall be held invalid or unconstitutional, the balance of said Ordinance 
shall remain in full force and effect. 
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Tbjs ordinance shall ),,le in effect and be in force from and after the 1st day of Ja.nuaryt 1997. 

Adopted this .. the 19th. day of November, 1996 

MISSISSIPPI COMMISSION ON MARINE RESOURCES 

By: A/__~;2 ¥.;;> 
Dr. Vernon Asperp Chairman 

MISSISSIPPI DEP~~ENT OF MARINE RESOURCES 

By: Z&WP-tJd-
E. G. Woods, Executive Director 
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:B. The name of a ~eisel for ~hich a vessel license has been issued mnnot be Lged without 'prior 
notification to the department . 

.A.cu J.986, No_ 90.:. §I. 

SUBPART E. GE.AR LICENSE 

§305. Commercial gear license; issuance to certain nonresidents prohibi~ moratQrium. on 
certain new gear li~; 1;enewals j 

A. A commercial fishennan must possess a commercial gear license indicating that the applicable gear 
fee has been paid whenever using or pas~ an the fishing grounds any gear list:ed in Subsection B. below. 

B. Residents sb.all pay a oommerCal gear fee as folloWll; I 
(1) Bunertly net.s: twenty-five dollan; for each bl.ltterfly iwt. [ 

f 
{2) Ct:ab traps: twenty-five dollars to use any legal :number of crab traps, or mu~ dollar for each crab trap 

U$@d on a trotline) not to exceed twenty-five dallal"s :fur the nse of any l~ number of Fb traps. 

(3l Oyster dredges: twenty-five dollars fur each dredge. 

1 

oo~~ i . 

(a) Twenty-five dollars to use any legal number <Jf gill nets in the freshwater areas of the state as 
. defined in R.S. 5S:322CA) and (B). I 

(b) Two hundred ility dollars per gilf. net that ina.y only be used in the federal exclu,gve economic zone 
(EEZ) ~defined in 50 Code of Federal Regulations §620. , I 

(c) Two hundred fifty dollars per mullet strike net that toa.y oN.y be used during the special mullet 
season defined ill RS. 56:333 ar the special spotted sea trout season defined fu ltS. 5Q325.3(C). 

• (d) Two hundred fL."ty dollims per pompano strike net that may only be used duringjbe special pompallo 
season defined in R.S. 56:325A· and 40EL 

(e) · All commercial gear licenses as provided for in Subparagraphs (b). (c). and (d) of this Paraeraph 
issnro to .a.11 qualified nolln'5idents sh.all be one thousand dolliua. I 

(5) Hoop nets: twenty~five doll.a.rs to use any legal number of hoop nets. 

(6) Pur.se seines/menhaden seines; five htuJ.Cked five dollars for each purse seine in 1.lSe. 

(7) Seines;: twenty-fire dollars to use any legal number of seines. 

(S) Qys-t:er tongs: tbirty dollan; for each oyster to11g. 

(9) Slat traps: twenty-five dollars to use any legal number of Wa.t traps. 

(10) ~nets; twenty-five dollars to use any legal number of trammel nets in the freshwater areas 
of the stat.e as defined in R.S. 56:322(A) and (B)_ j 

(ll) Trawls: twency-five dollars fur ~ ·trawl. exa:pt no fee is required fur use of a ~ trawl,. as defined 
by R.S. 56:495.l(A), whell used with another trawl for which th~ gear fee has been. paid. 

(12) Crawnsh traps: tweztty-five ciclll= to use a...,. legal 11.Dmher of crawlish !=psi 
(13) Casmets with a radius m e=ess of eig'bt feet six itu:hes. I 
(14) Rod and reel: two hundred fifty d~ to fish in the saltwater areas of the state as defined in R.S. 

56;322(A) and (BJ. The department may issue a saltwater cw:cmerdal n>d and;~ gear license t.o each 
applicant only if the fullawing eondi1io:DS ha:ve been met: I 

(a) The ~pplkant must provide positive proof that they held a valid commercial gear license fOt" gill nets 
during any 't'iVo yeats of the years 1995, 1994, alld l993y I 

(b) The applicant must provide positive proof, in the fo:m of unamended ori~ state and federal 
income tax retu.ms, including Schedme C of the federal 1040 fi:Jrm.. scbmitted in ~ wlth procedures 
estahlished by the commi5sion, that the applictUli has d~ed more tb.aI\ fW;y pereent tjf his earned income 
from the capture and sale of seafood species in at least two of the three years, 1995, 1994, or 1993. 

(c) The applicant shall not have been amvkted of ~y fishery-related violation tJt constitutes a class 
three or erea.ter violation. I 

(d) Each commercial rod and reel fishenrran shall report his tot.al monthly cornbercial tab to the 
dep;;irtm<mt in aa:ardance with the provisiODS of ltS. 56:345. I 

I 
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.. 
. JLS. 5S:306.l 

§305..5 • . 'Comm~ gear ~e for gill net; permits to be ~ ~ the F.R'7J dedication and 
expenditure of fuxi.ds collected · . ~ · . 
A .All reVfill~es generated from the issuance of amilnerdal gear licenses for gill net.5i or ptmnits issued 

under Subsection B of thi$ Section to be used in the saltwat.er areas of the federal exclusive economic zone 
(EEZ) and the freshwater areas of the state shall be deoosited to the Wildlife and Fishhies Conservation 
Fund to be used solely for costs associated with the is5uance of commercial fishing li~nses and fur the 
enforcement of laws :regulating wildlife, ~ and other aquatic life i.n the coastal zone o~ the st.a.t.e. 

B. The secretary of the Department of-Wildlife and Fisheries $ha1.l promulgate rules and regulations for 
the issuance of permits to persons authorized to possess gill nets, trammel :p.ets, strike n~ and seines within 
the ~rial bo®daries of the stat@- while traversing stat.e waters to and fro~ the federal exclusive economic 
zone. The secretazy shall c:harge a fee of two hundred fifty dollars for each permit issued! p~t to rules 
and :regulations promulgated under the provisions of this Subsection. 

~ 1991. No, $87, §1~ eff. Nor;. 1.. 1991; Aas 19~$, No. 1316, §2. 

§305.6. Moratorium on ~ trap gear liceuses 
Notwithstanding any other provision of the fa.w to the contrary1 on or after Januar:y 11 1996 through 

Dec.ember 31. 19981 l'lO person shall be issued a commercial crab trap gear Ucmise dnless that person 
p05Se55ed a valid commercial crab trap gear Ii~ fur the year 1993. 1994, or 1995. 

Ac4 1995, Na. 873, §1_ 

SUBPART F .. WHOLES.ALF1RJITAn. DEALER I 
§306. Wholesale/retail dealer's lice.ise; phu!e of business; employees _ I 

A. A person buying, acquiring, or handling, by my means whatsoever, ~y species of fish in Louisiana 
fur :resalet including bait species, whether on a commission basis or otherwise., is a whol~retail dealer a.pd 
must pnrchase a wholesale/retail dealer's lir:JmSe. A wholesale/retail dealer shall include,but not be limited 
to: 

(l) The owner or operator of any fish fact.o:ry. platform, or other processing plant, or 
{2) A person shipping fish out of or into the state. I 
B.(1) The license is in the :name of the licensee ~d shall list the legal m.ailing addreSs Wld the location 

of the place of business. and any other i.nfQ:rma.tion required by the department. If the p'Jace of husiness is 
a vehicle, then the liceiise shall st.ate 'Vehicle• in place of the legal ID.ailing address and Ideation of the place 
of business. 

(2){a) This license, when issued to an in.dividn.aL allows the licensee to aperate as a wholesale/retail 
dealer at any point within the 5t:ate and is also valid for one place of business. 

(b) 'This license. when isstled to a corponiticn4 partnership, or any other type of association. is only valid 
for o.o.e place of business. . j 

(3) If the licel1See owns or operates Jn(II'e than one place ofbusi.n.@:ss, then an additio$1 whalesalehetail 
dealer's license must be purc:ha.st:rl for each additional place of business.. The additional licenses s.hBll be in 
the name of the operator, list the same lieense. nm:uber as the miginal license, list the Iemu mailing address 
and the location of the place of businesst and any other mform.a:tion required by the deparlme:nt. If the place 
ofbnsiness is a vehicle, then the liom.se man state "-vehicle" in place af the legal mailing address and location 
of the place of business. I 

(4) lndi:vidu.al einployees of whol.esal.elreta dealers are not required to obtain a whoiesale/retail dealer's 
lia!Jl.Se when transacting the business afthe wholesale/retail dealer on the premises of th~ place ofbusiness. 
but any employee or person buying, acqW::ring. handling, or selling fish as a wholesal~ dealer or for a 
wholesale dealer at any place other than on the premises of the place of busineSs, must obtain a 
wholesale/retail dealer's license. I 

(5) The provisions of this Section shall not apply to a person transporting fiBh under the privilege of a 
Louisiana transport license pmchased in cmmection with a Louisiana wholesale/retail deiler's license when 
that person. buys fish for or on behalf of the wholesaW.retail dealer to wbo:tn such~ lice.nse was ~ 
and only transports such fish to that wholesale/retail dealer. I 

Am :l98~, No. 904, §1; Acts 1990, No. 261. §1, eff.. Jtd:14f 1990. II 

§306.J.. License fee; place of purchase 

A. The cost of the wholesalelret.ail dealer's license is one hundred five dollar$ for Te.$iden~ and fonr 
hWldred :fivE doll.ats f'or nonresidents, exc.ept that restaurants and retail grocers that sell fresh fish shall pay 
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R.S. 56:320..2 

. : . : ·· · · electric CWT.ent used ~ sh~g said fis~ except a harbless spear used in salt water for ~ flounder. No 
· person slWI take &ame fish1 ~pt catfish, by means of snagging cie'ilices (:aot inclu~g bow and arrow). 

Garfish may be taken by means of ~ars and bows and axrows. It shall be unlawful tO possess any of the 
prolnoited instruments, we,apons, substances~ or de~ice.s set out hereinabove with the uitent to take fish in 
violation of the provisions of this Section. j . ' 

n_ The commission may p:ro'lride by rule ot ~"'Ulation that no seines or gill nets authorized for use m 
taking fish from the waters of the state of Louisiana shall be left mlattended~ e:x;cept as !otherwise provided 
by th.i:;; Title. · I 

E. The com.mission may pt0vide by rule and ~gulation fur the ta.kin~ of ganie fiSh with scuba gear. 
consistent with and in addition to other provisions of law as provided in this Section. j . 

F. Each gill net or trammel net used to take ~water commercial fish shall be marked with two 
waterproof t.ags with the name and license number of the fisherman legibly printed thdon~ sur;:b. t.ags to be 
placed at each end of the net. The secretary shall promulgate and adopt rules and ~tions to est.ahlish 
a marking~ for nets used in fi-es.b..,,·.ater areas of the st.ate sufficient to enable the department's agents 
t.o clearly :identify unattended new, as de.fined in ILS. 56;S(l02), inclndine- the name and licens~ number of 
the owner of such nets, aD.d sufficient to enforce all laws relative to such nets_ Violatioil. of this Subsection 
constitutes a class three violation. I 

G. It shall' be unlav.-ful for any person to use or employ any aircraft including fixed wing airaaft. 
dirigibles, balloons. helicopters, or a.ny other form of aeial sc:rveillatt~ in the airspace of this stttte to assist 
in the taking of finfish eJteept in the ti.sheries of menhadett and her.ring-like ti.sh as defined in Title 76* Section 
311 of the I..ouisiana. Admillistrative Code. ./uJ.y ~boat, or v~l and equipment utilized in the taking 
of finfish and any fish taken or possessed. except ~ the fisheries of menhaden and othk- herring-like fish. 
contrary t.o the provisions of this Suh~on shall be subj~ct to confiscation.. Violatioii of this Subsection 
<:anstitutes a class 5-A violation.. j 

H. Violations of .Subsection C of this Section and the taking of freshwat.er and saltwater ~e&h by 
ill~ methods shall constitute a class four violation. I 

I.(l) It shall be Wllawful for ~- person tn know.ingl}" a.cd intentionally use or employ any net to encircle 
a vess~ or t.o othe?Wise knowingly aud :i:nt.entionall.!· use or employ any vessel or fi&bing ~ to interfere with 
the lawful &bing of another- j 

(2) It shall be unlawful for any person to knowingly end intentionally use or employ any vessel or 
recreational gear to interfere with the lawful a.im:wercial fishing of another- I 

(3) A violation of the provision.s of this Subsection shall constitute a cl.as$ twn violation .. RS. 56:32. 

' .Ad> 1974; No. 36, §l; Ad.S 1974. No. 223, §J... .Am.e.n.tkd b:; kts 1.976, No. 79, §1; .Acts 1979, No. 278s §1.; Anl.!i 1979. 
No. 54.7~ §1: Ac.t5 1982, No 318. §l; ~ 1984,. No. 323. §1; Aas 1984. No. 516. §1; ~ 19841 No. 106. §1. eff. Jan. 1, 1986; 
~ 1986, No. 1U. §~; ~ 198$, No. 904, §3; .Acts 1988, No. 711. §1; Acts 1988. No. 36.. §1; ~ 1990. N0- 872, §1, tff. Jul.:1 
10, 1.990; Ads 1990. No. 54S. §1; Acts 1990, No. 794, §1; A.ct.; 1991, No. Z70, §1; Acts 1991. No. 698, §1; .Ads 1991, No.. 859, 
§!; A«s 1991., No. 886, §!,•Aas l992, No. 50, §1; .A&m 1992, Na. 52, §1; ..Aa.Y 1992, N0- 528t §l, t:ff.. JJLk 29. 1992; Al:u 1993, 
No. 6.2, §1; Ai:ts I995, No. 362, §l: Acts 1995, Na. 543, §§2. 3; Acts l995, No. 956> §1; ~ 1995, Nb. 13l6, §2.. 

NDTJ!:o ~.A= 1986, Na. 9CM, §5. . . l 
§.$.20 .. 1. Use and po55e$Sion of cert.am gill nets; ~el nei:sy strike Deis, or SeJiles; prohibited 

A. No person shall use,.~ or have in his possession. or have aboard any v~ a gill net, t;rmmnel 
ne~ strike net. or seine in the saltwater areas of the state .as defined in R.S. 56:322Cj and (B), except as 
provided in R.S~ 56:318 and 320..2. 

B. A violation. of the provisions of this Section shall constitnte a class .six violation!. 

~ 1995, No. 1316z §2. 

§320..2- Federal exclusive economic zone (EEZ) 

A.. The possession of gill nets, trwnmel nets, strike netst or seines on or aboard any vessel in the 
saltwater areas of the srate is prohibited unless the captain or owner of the vessel h~ in bis immediate 
possession \I.pan the vessel a permit issued by the department nnder FtS. 56;305..5(B). / 

B. While traversing state waters going to and from the watei:s of the federal exclusive economic zone 
(EEZ}, all gill .nets7 trammel nets. strike ne~ 01: sanes shall remain on board the vessel a!nd sb.all not be used 

C. All vessels fishing in the federal exclusive economic zone (EEZ) sbaJl mm.pl with all applicable 
federal law and regclatlons. 

while in .state waters. i 
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R.S. 56.:322 

D.(1) A ~olation of this S~on shall co~tute a class six violation. In addition to any ~ty itnposed 
under tbi5 Section, ~Y state penllit issued under the provisions of R.S. ·s6:305.5(B) shall he immediately 
suspended up0n a conviction for violation of this Section... / 

(2) No person who has had his permit suspended under this S~on sb.all reapply for a new pennit or 
be issued a new permit. / 

\) 

E. The commission shall promulgate rules and regulations as may be -necessaey to effectuate the 
provisions of this Section.. · 

Ads 1995, Na_ 1316. §2_ ---- §32L Elevated trotlines p,;ohibited; civil liability 

A. No pernon shall set, :mfilntain, take, or attempt to take fish from any trotline ofwhicli any segment 
of the staging line measures in excess of four feet where any portion of any hook enends above the surface 
of the waters of any of tb.e bodies of waters within the state of Louisiana. However, this Setkion shall not 
apply to White. Lake in Ver.milion Parish and Grand La.ke and Lake Mi.sere in Cameron Parish./ Any violation 
of the provisions of this Section $all co.c.stitrrte a class two violation. R..$. 56:32, . 

B- Such action shall be considered prima facie evidence of negligence in a civil actioJ for damages 
suffered by anothu as a result thereof.. / ' 

,Acts 19741 No. 223, §1; Aas 19921 No. 854, §1; Acts 1993, N~ 843, §L / f 

§322.. Se.mes or nets; E&i.ze of mesh; Cllls9D.cation as to salt or freshwater, crawfish ~s 

A. The legislature recognizes the hist.oric division of the stat.e into saltwater and freshwater areas. The 
legislature also recognizes that this divisiou is based in 1~ tn.eaSUre on the variations of fl:~ra and faun.a 
formd within these two divisions. The legislature further recognizes that an exact line cf demarcatjon is 
insusceptible of precise locat;;.on by reason of the ~ in wat.er salhdty caused by winds; tides,. and rains. 
It is, therefore, the intention. of the legislature that the :full.owing desc::ribed boundazy line ea$terly from the 
Texas state line to the ~ppi sJ'W1te line shall be used in dividing the state into predom.imktly saltwater 
and predomin;mtly freshwater a..~as: Louisiana Highway 82 from the Texas-Louisiana bOwuia:ry to it.s 
junc:t:icm with the Louisiana Highway 3147 and then along t.be east rig):Lt of way line ofLomSia.na Highway 
B2 to it.s junction with the Intracoastal Waterway at F~ked Island, the lntr?r.oastal W a.terwey from Forked 
Tuhmd to &ymi Barataria to the Harvey Canal, the Harvey Canal to the ~ppi River7 the M":iss.i.ssippi 
River t.o the Industrial Cana4 the Indnstria:l Canal to the lntracoasW Waterway, the Intracoalstal Waterway 
to the Rigolets m Orleans P~ t.o the Louisville and Nashville :railroad bridge., the Lo~ and Nashville 
railroad right of way from the Orleans Parish line to the Mississippi ~ line. / 

E. The areas south af the above-desc:r:ibed boundary- line, plus the saltwater lakes known ~ Sabine Lake; 
Calcasieu Lake. includiug that portian of the Calcasieu Ship Channel which actually adjoins qalcasieu Lake; 
West alld East ~ass of the Calcasieu H.Wer and Oyster Bayou in Ctmienm Parish; Lake Maurepa.s; Lake 
Pontclwtrain; Lake St. Cathetine; Chef Menteur Pass; the Rigolets; Unluwwn Pass; Pass Mazichac; and that 
portion of the Calca.s:i@u Ship Channel from the Intrac:oastal Waterway sou:th to the Gulf of loluico~ shall be 

designated as saltwater~- J 
C. The follawing provisions shall apply to .saltwater areas: 
Cl) Hoop n.et.s.. For the t.ald.ng of commercial fish, a person :may have m passe&Edon or · use hoop nets 

with a me$l of not less than one inch square or two inches sl:retched after treating with tar or copper. 

(2)..(4) Ill!peakd by .Acts 1995, No. 1316 .. §3. 

(5) Monofilament, 111ultifilaXDen~ or other materials. 

(a) E=ept as provided in Subparagraph {b) o!thi$ Paragraph., the use and possession of ~el net.s1 

gill nets., and seines c:anstructed of manofilament,. multllilament, or pther materials is probiliited, extept as 
provided in RS. 56:318 and 320.2.. 

Cb) The nets deiined in R.S. 66:66..1 and 66.2 are not prohibited, but shall not be constructed of 
m.onotilament.. 

(6) Parse ~es. 

(a) The use of purse .seines for the t.aki.ug of finfisb.. other than menhadeJ:J and herring-like species. shall 
be prohibited in inside waters as delineated by R.S. 56:495. / 

(b) The use of pime seines fur the taking of fu:dish. other than menhaden and hertiog-lilte speci~ shall 
be fJI'Ohibit.ed iD. outside waters as delineated by R.S. 56;495. I 

(c) Exet!pt as PU>vided in R.S. 56:3247 possession of red drmn w spotted sea trout on hbaro atty ve.ssel 
cm which a pmse seine is also on board, within or without the waters of Louisiana., is immmikd. AD.y a~t 

I 
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Lo~ whether caught within o:r without t.h.e territorial watezs of Louisiana. after thJ closure is 
prohibit:ed. 'Ibe closure and notice of closure shall, in addition, provide that no vessd possessing or fishing 
ally seine net, gill ne~ trammel net, or hoop net shall have a spotted sea trout aboard the ves.seI. whether 
cau&}lt wit.bin or without the waters of the state. I , 

(3) Nothing in this Section shall be deemed to prohibit the possession of fish legally takeil prior to tb.e 

closureB o.Thrder. -~~, ..__1..:- l ,.;.;_,. fred ,j-·~ • Lo . . • hib~·~~ N ~---, I . _ e comm~ ~~or an\Ll..1.L8 o ™ m l.llSlallii is pro l&AoN. o v~ ~s.Sing or 
fishing any seine net, gill net. trn.:mmel net, or hoop net shall have a red drum aboard the vesstkl whether 
caught within. or without ihe-wateni of the state. V.tolation ofth.e provisions of this Section constitbt.es a cl.ass 
five-B violation.. Aqgaculturally raised fish, as de:Gned by R.S. 56:356, shall be exempt from thej provisions 
or this Section. I 

c_(l) Notw:ithstarullng any other provision of law to the contrmy, the Louisiana Wildlife alld Fisheries 
Cominission shall establish the followiag two seasons for the cmnmercial harvest of spotted sealtrout with 
a mullet strike net: the first sea.son shall apen on Monday, November 20. 1995; and end no later than Mm:cl1 
l, 1996; the second season shall open on Monday, November 18~ 1996, and end no latf!I' than Marcli l. 1997; 
howe.ver1 such seasODS shaU be closed prior to the <Utt.es listed in this Snbsectian when one million pounds 
of spotted sea trout have been takfm commercially within Louisiana waters ar landed in Louisiana, jwhichever 
oo::urs first. These two seasons shall excltuie the commercial harvest of spotted sea trout with mrillet strike 
nets during the period from 5;00 am. on Saturday thraagh S:OO p-m.. on SWlday. There 4an be no 
com:merciBI taldri.g of spotted sea trout pursuant to the provisions of this Section dnring the ~ad after 
sunset and before surttise. A.fr.& the closure of the seasons pravid@d in this Su~section, mily a rnd aud reel 
shall be used far the commerdal harvest of spotted ~ trout, provided the total commercial harvest of spotted 
sea trout does not exceed tbe annual one million ponud quota established by t.he commission.. The ~ons 
of this &ction are subject to qnobS and size limits as established by law and :roles and regulations of the 
cnmmissian.· I 

(2) The COIIllllercW taking of spotted sea ~ut is prohibited exa!pt by special permit ~ by the 
Departi:nent of Wildlife and Fisheries at a cost of one hnnd.red dollars for residents oithis state and four 
hnndred dollars far those who a.re nonresidents. j · · 

(3) The aum.nercial taking of spotted sea trout during the season by using a mullet strike netl in excess 
of o:ne thou.sand two hundred ~t in leugth o:r by using- JllQI'e than one strike net from any v~ at any time 
~~~~- I 

(4) Each mt,tllet strike net shall hav~ attached t.o it a tag issued by the: department which states t.he 
name,. address, and social security nmnber of the: owner of the net and the permit number of tll.e permit 
issued to commercially take spotted sea trout.. The departm.ent shall not issue any tag ta a per.;on rj ho does 
have a $0clal security number.* • 

D.(1) No person shall be issued a license ar permit fur the com:Illercial taki.ug of $p(ltted sea ttoht unless 
that person. meets all of th~ follo\lring requirements: I 

(a) The person shall provide proof that he purchased a valid Lonisiana cnilllllercial saltwauk gill net 
li~ in any two of the years 1995, 1994, and 1993. I 

(b) The person shall provide copies of llllamended, ar.ig:ll:ial income tax ~turns, including Schedule C 
from the federal form. 1040, which shaw that the person derived lilil!'e th.an fifty pen:ent of h:i$ earneli ina:inie 

-.from the <;aPture and sale of seafood species in any two of the yea:r.; 1995, 19941 and 1993. I 
(e) The person &hall not have epplied for or received any assistance pursuant to R.S_ 56:13.l(C). 

(d) Tlle. applicant shall not ha:ve been convicted of any &bery-related viala.tions th.at constitutk a class 
three or greatA!r violation. I 

(2) The co:rm:uisSian shall ad.opt rules sud regnlaticms far the entey of co:a:mlen:i~ fisherm.Q into the 
com.?!1ercial spotted ~ trout fishery. Such rules shall include the provisions of Paragrapb (1~ of this 

· Subsection .as lll.inimum requirements. I 
E. The departinent shall llOt issue nor shall any person receive more clum. one perxnit or liCense to 

co:i::runerclally take spotted sea ttaat.. I 
F~ Any person convicted. of any offense :involving fi.shmes laws or regulations shall forfeit any permit 

or license issued to comnienia!ly take ~t.U!d sea tmut and shall be flll'eWI" barred from reeeiving ally pe:nnit 
or license to eom.Dlercially take ~tted sea trout_ Any person who1 after baving been baned from the 
comme:n:ial spotted sea trout nshexy pursuant to this Stilisectian., violates any provision of this Seatlon ~ 
be penalized Ullder the prcrvisions of a Class 7·B riolatian, R.S. 56:37. I 

&ts 1987. No_ 382~ §1.; Am 158S. No. 889, elf. Jzil.y 21. 1988; Acts 199l~ No. 157. §1. eff- July 2, 1991: Ads 1995, No. 
1316, §2, 
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§325.4. ColDltlercial taking of other saltwater pnfish~ exceptions; w.e.sh .size 

A. During the 1995-1996 and the 1996-1997 season for taking mullet and the two seaso:o.s for taking 
spotted sea trout as cle.fi:nm in R.S. 56:325.3(C), all other species of saltwater finfish, incluking but not limited 
to black ~ sheepshead, and tlon:nder, may be t.aken usin~ a pompano ~~j:c.et. as defined in 
R.S.56:8(66.2). This gear license and the use of this gear for taking these spetjes . be prohibited after 
March 1, 1997. There shall be no commercial taking of :tinfish pursuant to the provisions of this Section 
during the period from 5:00 a.m. on Saturday through 6:00 p.m.. on Sw:i,tiay. There fhall be no fishing 
pursuant to the provisiOitS of this Sect.ion during the hQms after sunset and before sunnse. The provisions 
of this Section are subject to quotas and size limits as est.ablished by law and rules ana regulatiOtLS of the 

• - I c:cimmtsSJnn. I 
B.(l) No person shall be issued a license or pennit for the con:u:nercial taking of underutilized species 

Wlles$ that person meets all of the fallnwing reqnimnlen.ts: · / . 

(a) The person shall provide proof that he pmchased a valid Louisiana commercial saltwater gill net 
license in any two of the years 1995, 1994. and 1993. / 

(b) The person shall provide copies of uname.nded, original income tax returns, including- Schedule C 
from the fedenil !ot:m 10401 which shaw that the person derived more than fifty pen:eDt Qf his earned incom.e 
from the capture and sale of seafood specie.s in any two of the years 1995, 1994, and 1993. 

(c) The person shall not have appli@d fur or received any a.ssist.ance pursuant t.o Ftls. 56:13.l(C). 

Cd) 'J'he applicant ~ not have been convicted of any fi.sher,y-rel.ated violatiOilS t.bkt constitute a class 
three or greater violation. / 

(2) 'rhe coinmission shall adopt rules and regulations for the entry of commercial fishermen into the 
commercial fishezy fur these species: black drum (also known as puppy drum), sheep$ead, and flounder. 
Such :rules shall include the provisions of Paragraph (1) af this Subsection as nUiW:nu:ai reqnirelllel1ts .. 

(3) The coJllIDfil'cial t.akine of black drw:n (also known as puppy drum), sheepshead, /ana. tlormder during 
the sea.son by using a pompano strike net ill excess of on.e thousand two hundred feet in length or by using 
more than one strike net from any vessel at any tU:tte is prohibited. / 

(4) Each pompano strike net shall have attached to it a tag issued by the dep&"ttcUmt which states the 
name, address, and social security nmnber of the oWDer of the net and the permit n-Pmber of the perm.it 
issued to c:omniercially take bl&:k: drum (also known as puppy drom), sheepsbearl; I azid flounder~ The 
departm.ent shall not issue any tag to a person who does have a social security numbei'.* 

C. .Aziy person convicted of any offense invalving fisheries laws or regulations s~ forfeit any permit 
or license issued to commercially take these spedes and shall be forever barred from E' ·v.1ng any permit 
or license t.o cmnmercially take these species_ by person who, alter haW:ig been barred the commercial 
taking of these species of fish pnrsaa.nt tn ·this Snbsection,. violates any pnwisio:o of · · Section shall be 
penaliredLunder the p:rovisiO.DS of a Class 7-B violation. R.S. 56:37. / 

D.(1) The cominJs,go11 shall make an amiual peer re-riewed and evaluated report~ the legislature no 
later than March first that contains the .fhllowing information on black drum, s~ps~ aild tlonnder: 

(a) The spa.w.ning potential ratio. 

(b} A biological ('.Olldition and profile oftbe species and stock assessment. 

(2) If the report shows that the spawning potential ratio is be.low thirty pereent, the depa:rnnent shall 
tlose the sea.son within two weeks for a Wiod of at least one yesr. I 
~~~~• I 
~As appean in. enrolkil. bill. 

§325.5. Repealed by Ac.ts 1989, No. 488, §2# eff'. July 1, 1989. 

§S25..6. Bait gulf Dlenbaden; amillBl quota after regular closed season 

A. The Louisiana Legislature finds and declares there ~ great financial ~P imposed upo11 
Louisiana crawiisb, blue c::rab, and catfish fishermen because of insufficient supplies of bait durlne- the winter 
season. This insu:fficiency (Xllllpels Louisiana fishermen to purchase bait menhaden a.tld other less effect;;.ve 
baits at ~y increased cost.$' from other somms outside the st.at.a In order to ~these fishenDe14 the 
le~atme hereby~ the regular bait gulf menhadfm. season by adding a quota df hait gulf menhaden 
to bel taken d~g the closed season.. _ . / 

B. The rrum:mum qt10t.a for the commercial harvest of bait gulf me.nhadeu. to be used fur bait only. taken 
within Louisiana waters or landed in Louisiana. is established at three tbousaud ;metric. tons. regardless of 4 

I ., • . 
~ - W'Wllife and !°1.8heries House of RepNSeD.tlttives Da~ase _ · • 
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B.S. SG:333 

§333. Mnllet 

A.. The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Com.mission shall adopt niles to regulat.e ~ taki.llg of mullet. 
Such regulatio:as, except as provided in Subsection B of't.his Sectiont .shall provide :for zonesp perarits. fees, 
and ath& provision.s necessaey to implelllent tbis Section. I 

B.(l) T.ru! season for taking mullet shall begin on the thinl Monday in October of each year and remain 
open until the third Monday in January. T.bere sh.all be no comnierdal taking of niun~-cl during the period 
from 5:00 a..m.. an Satmtlay through 6;00 p..m. on St.mdaJ. Mullet may not he taken commercwiy at wiy time 
outside of tbis season. There shall be no fishing pm"SUal:lt to the provi.stons of this Sectiod during the hours 
after sunset and before $1.Ullise. The provisions of this Section are subject to quotas and siZe l.imi~ as 
established by law aud rules a?ld regnlations of the commission_ 1

1 
(2) Mullet may only be taken commercially with a rnulle.t strike net 
(3) The commercial taking of mullet is prohibited ~pt by special pennit issued by ~e Department of 

Wildlife and Fisheries at a cost of one huru:lt'ed do1Iars for residents of this st.ate and four b'.undred dollars far 
those who a:re nonresidents. I 

(4) The co:m.IO.ercial takiri.g of mullet during the season by using a mullet strik~ net in excess of one 
thousand two hundred feet in length or by usiDg more than one strike net frnm any v-eslseI at any time is 
~~~- I 

(5) Each mullet strike net shall have attached to it a tag issued by the departmen~ which states the 
n.a.rne7 address, and social secnrity nmc.ber of the owner of the net a:rJd the permit nmnber of the permit 
issued to commercially take mullet.. The department shall not issue any tag to a person! who does have a 
social. .security number-* ... I 

C- Notwithstanding~ provisions ofR.$. 56;406, in addition to other areas of the staJ, mnllet may also 
be taken pursu.1U:1t to the provisions of this Section in that portion of Breton and Chandeleur SoUD.ds south 
and wffit of a line beginning at tbe nmst nortl:lerly point on the south side of T.aylor Pass at Latitude 29° 23' 
1611 476 N. CY-268, l3L 65), Longitnde 8941 19' 00"..,803 W. CX~2, 642. l6L69); thence run North s2v 32' West 
for 8. "14 miles to a horizontal t.auk battety loc:il.ed in the 'ricinity of Battledore Reef ~d east of Little 
Battledore Island; thence nm North 30° 4 T East for 11 miles to the Mississippi River Gulf-Outlet chanuel 
at the lighted, privately :maintained mar.ker kncnvn as station "SS.A• and "70-A ". j . 

D.(l) No person shall be issued a license ar permit for the commercial taking of mnllet t.in1e.ss that person 
meets all of the following requ:i:rel:l:1ents 1· 

(a) The person sh.all provide proof thiI:t he purchased a valid Lo~iana comniercial saltwater gill net 
license m any two of~ years 1995, 1994 ... and 1993. I 

(b) The person shall provide copies of unamended, origUlal income tax returns, iucluP:ing Schedule C 
from. the federal form 1040, which shaw that the person derived more than fifty percent of his earned income 
fm:rn the capture and sale Qf seafood specie.s in any two of the years 1995, 1994, and 19931. 

I • 

(c) The person shall not have applied for or received any assistance pursnant to R.S. ?6;13~l(C). 
(2) The commismon shall adopt n:U.es and regala.tioDS fur the entry of commercial &llennen into th~ 

c;:ommercial mullet fishery_ Sucli roles shall include the prov.isiom; of Paragraph (1) of this Subsection as 
mlnll:o.wn requjmnent.s. I 

E. The department shall not iss"lle nor shall any person ~ive more th.an one ~t or license to 
coinmercially take mullet. I . 

F. Any person convid:ed of any offense involving- fisheries laws or regulations shall foheit cmy permit 
or license issued to commercially take mullet and sbaII. be forever barred from ~ving any Permit or license 
to conu:nercially take mullet. Any person who, after having been barred from t.be com.merci~ mullet fishel'Y 
purau.ant to this Subsection, viol.at.es any provision of this Section shall be penalfaed under the provisions of 
a Cl.ass 7-:S violati~ R.S. 56:37, j 

G_(l) The CQmmission shall make an annual peer reviewed and evaluated report to the legislature no 
later than .l\.1aJ:cll ~ th.at contains the following information an mullet: 

(a) The spawning pot.e.ntial ratio. 

Cb) A biological condition and profile af the species and stock assessment. I 
(2) If the report shows that the spawning potential ratio is below thirty percent~ the department shall 

· close the season within two weeks for a period of at least one year_ I 
H. The licenses or permits provided for in this Section alld in R.S. 56:305(B)(l4) as t.c;> residents and 

non.:resi.denm shall not ~ transferable fm:r:n one person ~ another for a , period of three years fi:cm August lS, 
1995, or until a transfer system is developed by the comlitission, except in the case of P,roven physical 
hardship, es detennined within the sole discretion of the commission, and in .su.cb ev~~ may only be 
transferred to the spouse, panmt/legal ~ or c:hildllegal depend~t of su~ person. 'Ilhe commission 
shall by nile establish a systeni far the tramrrer of such licenses or pen.nits within a three-year period. In 

~g such a~ ~e .ammission shall prov;de that there shall W DO ~~ndal ~r by•~. • . 
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R.S. 56;406 

of fish for conunercial purposes at ~y tim.e in those two areas. Violation of~ Section coLt:itutes a class 
~·o violation. 

Ac4 1974. Na.. 223~ §2... Amen.dt:d by~ J.981, No. 837. §3; Acts 1982. No.. 746, §1-

§402. Commercl.al fisbing in Lake Bruin prohibited; penalty I 
All catching of fish in any manner for coilltD.&cial purposes in Lake Bruin including that part of the lake 

called Brushy and the following Streatr.ls and bayous leading into Ol" out of Lake Brumd Bruin's Bayou, 
Choctaw Bayou, Ruth's Ditch~ Catfish Bayou, Blue Hole, or Gillespie Ditcll situat.ed in the P.arish of Tensas. 
is prohibit.ed- The department sh311 take such steps as necessazy to prevent the catchidg of fish in any 
manner for c0mmercial pmposes at any time in the lake and its tribu.tanes. The departmbt may provide 
fur open season azid permit the takiDg of commercial fish from those wat~ for reasonable fpm:iods when in 
its judgment an.d discretion no harm would result therefrom and the taking would tend to ~e conservation 
.end replenisbJnent of the fish ~d aquatic life in Lake B~ Violation of this Section canstitutes a class two 
violation.. . / 

Acts 1S74. No. 223, §2, ~by Acts 1981, No. 83~ §3_ / 

§403. CoJ:lllnercial seining prohibited in Clear Lake; penalty I 
No person shall seine fish for couimereial purposes in Clear~ situated in the parish of Richland. The 

departinent shall t.ake such steps as necessary to prevent the seining of fish for commercial pmpos"es, at any 
time.. Violation of this Section constitutes a class two violation. i 
~ 1974, No_ 223. §1. A11U!nd.t!.d by .Acts 1981, No_ 8$1. §3_ 

§4-04. Use of seines, nets, or webbill.g m. Bogue Cbitto River prohibited; logging and hand grabbing 
of fish in Bogue Chitto River prohibited; penalty 

A. The use of 5f!il:ies, ii.ets, or webbing for the taking of fish in the Bogue Chitto ~ from where it 
enters the st.a.t.e in the norther.ti. part of Washington Parish t.o where it empties into Pearl Rlver in the parish 
CJf St. T.a..n:un.any. Louisfana, is proln""bite.d. · I 

B. The taking of fish from logs. buckets. barrels, d:rnms, or natural or artificial nestiJ?.g areas by band 
grabbing shall be prohibited in the Bogue Chitto !liver from where it enters the state in t;Jl.e northern part 
ofWashingt.on Parish to whB'e it empties into Pearl Rlver in the parish of St. Tammany, Louisiana.. 

C. Violation of any of the piuvisio.us of this Section constitutes a class two violation.. I 
Ads 1914. NQ- 223, §2; Aas 1988,. No. 92S, §1; Aas IS92, No. $281 §1, eff. JPJ72 29, 1992. 

§405. Use of seines, 11ets or webbing or traps iJi Tchefm.t.cte River, Lake Des AllemJn.ds, Ba~ Des 
Allennmds Blld Lake Salwdor prohibited; exceptions; penalty I 
A. The 'Wie uf seines, nets, webbing or ~:ps of auy and all types, including slat traps,, ibr the taking of 

fish in the Tc::heiimcte River or its tributaries from its origin in W ashingto:c. Parish to where it empties into 
Lake Pont.charttain in the parish of St. Tmnmany1 Louisiana is hereby prohibi~ / 

B. Trawling north of the U.S. Highway 90 Bridge at Des Allei:rumds, Louisiana and in Lake Des 
.Allemands, its .streams and tn"bn:bll'ies is hereby prohibited. 

c_ Repealed by Acts 1982, No~ 484, §Z, elf. July 21, 1982. 

D. Violation of this Section c.onstitut.es a. class two violation and any ~eines, nets, or. webbing used in 
violation of this law $.hall be <.Dnfisca.ted.. 

.&ts 1974, No. 223. §2. Arrw:nded by J!ets 1981. No. 837~ §3. 

§406. Use of trammel net, ~e, gill net, O:(" webbing prohibited ill the waters otBretoD lshmds 
and Chandeleur J:slands; excepiiqns; penalty . / 

A..(1) To prcunote the C01).SerVation of saltwater fish in the state, the u.5e of any form of trmnm.el net, 
seine., gill net, strike ne~ ar webbing (ordinarily or histm:ically used for the catchiDg Qr tak!ing o~ or capable 
of fishing for saltwater 5;nfi.sh) is h~y pmhibited in the wate:ts as delmeated in P 

1 
ph (2) of this 

Subsection except as provided in R.S. 56:318 and 320.2. 

(2) A description of the prolu1xitad area is as tbllows: 
(a) Beginning at the most northerly point on the south side of Taylor Pass at Lat. 29° ' 18." 4 76 N CY-

26S.l3L65), Long. 89° 19' 00." 803 W. <X-2t ~16L69). 

(bJ Thence mn N. 32 .. 32' W. for 8 314 miles to a horizontal tank battery located ht the vicinity of 
Battledore Reef aJ:ld east of Little Battledore Islm:ui 
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';t:40b(c~,,7~ . . . . ~.56~ 
.. : •• ~ & Cc) Thence run N. 30° 47' .E!. for 11 miles to the Mississippi River Gulf-Outlet cL~ at a lighted 

· pnvately-maintainetl :riiarker"Imown as Station 49 at .Lat. 29<1>. 37' 16" N., Long. 89111 18' 3]' W • .and Station .GO 
• at Lat. 299 37' 19" N and Long. 89° l8' 24" W. -

(d) Thence N. lS' 10' E. for 8 112 mil~ to Point Chicot light. 

(e) Thence N. 20a 10' E. for 13 112 ~ to Mit.chell Key light. _ 

(f) Theai;e N. 35° 47' E. far 20 3/4 miles to Whistle :Buoy at the entrance to Gnlipo ~el, Lat. 30" 
Ot OOH N..., Long. 8841 55' 08" W. · · . I 

(g) Thence S. 47° 30' E.. fQr 4 112 miles to a paint,, one mile north of Chandeleur liglit. 

(h) Thence southeasterly l"llllUing parallel to the present insic;!IHlutside water line J described in IlS. 
56:495 one mile east ofi"shore of Chandeleur, mntinue in a southerly direction one mile east along the 
Cb.andeleur Islands. . I 

(i) Thence continue southerly one mile ofiShore ea.st of Palos .41.and, Boot Island, Stake Island, Curlew 
Island, EITol island, Myth Shoal and Gosier Island to the Mississippi Ri'Vex- Gulf-Outlet. j 

(Jl Thence southwesterly one mile east offshore of Bret.on Island, contim:ring S- 56° 45' W. for 12 miles 
t.o the point of origin. I 

(3XaJ It is specifically provided that nothing contained in this Section shall prohibit the use-of shrimp 
trawls or menhaden purse seines within the described area or the \lSe of pompano strike nets h.avmg a mesh 
size of not less than five in~es stretcli~ and :fi;Jr th_e purpose of fishing pompano only shf:n. not etceed two · 
thousand fmn- hundred feet m len~ dlll'ltlg the penod :from August first through October prirty-first of each 
year in wat.ers within the described area beyund two thousand five hundred feet :fh,u:n land (excluding l.$land.s) 
and in excess of seven feet in depth. I 

(b) No per.son using any ponlpano strike net in the described area fill provided h~ shall have in his 
~~on any ~dible fish, other than. pam.pano. ~e pruvisiOllS of tJ:is ~on are subject f quotas and size 
limits as established by law and rules and regnhili.a.o.s of the COlllllllSSlon. j _ 

(c) No person may use a pompano net in the descrfbed area unless he has first obtained a special permit 
which the sec.ret.ary shall issue and whjch special permit ll.lIIDber shall be displayed on eat:h ~essel on the roo£ 
or in such position rerogni.zable from the all- on Op€n boats, in block letters axld numerals ei.giit inches high, 
width in proportion, eontrasting with the background, being fully exposed to 'View from ~ air at all times. 

(d) No person~ tish tor pompano in Breton Sound or Chandeleur Sound dm:ing the hntmi a:fteT sunset 
and before $1IDl'lse. j 

. (e) Each pompano strike net shall have attached to it a tae; issued by the deparbnen~ which stat.es the 
name, address~ and sodal sectccity nmn.be+ of' the owner of the net and the pec:nit nmnber of the permit 
issued to eotnmerc:ially take pompano. Tb.e department shall not issue any tag to a person who does ~ .a 
.social security number~* I 

B. It shall be the duty of the commission t.o enforce this sectkm... I 
C. Violation of any of the provisioll5 of this Section CUil£titntes a class 5-A \7iolation, tR.s. 56:35. 

I 
D. The provisions ofthls Section shall be self-operative and shall require no further legislative action. 

~ 1.914. No. Z23, §2; Arru!:tuJ.ed. b:y Acts 1974, No. 21~ §1; Acts 1981, No. 837, §3; Ads 1982. Noj 417, §1; Ads 1984. 
No. 516. §1: Aas 1984~ No_ 784, §l: Acts 1988, Na. 889. §1.. eff. July 21, 1988; ~ :J.990# No. 875, §1;1.Ac:J.a 1991. NrJ. 824. 
§I; .&t.< I!J92, No_ 52.8, §1, elf. JU/li!l 29, 1992; Aa.1992, Na. 690, §1; Aeto 199$, Na. Iill6, §2. II 

.e& appenrs in. en.rr;1lkd bi!L . ~ 

§401. t.Tse of trammel nett;, gill aeis, and seines iu certain areas of Lake Borgne prohibited 

A. No person shall use any trammel net, gill net, or seine fur the taking of~ witiilii ~balf mile of 
the shoreline of Grand Isl.and. cmnmonly known as Half Moon Island, in Lake Bm;nei or within one-half J:llile 
of tbe shoreline of Grassy Islaud, in. Lake ~- J 

B. Violation of any of the provisions of this Section constitutes .a ~ two violation. 

Acts 1974, No. 223# §2. Ameru:Jed by .t1cts 1974, No. 2t3, §I: Aas 1992, No. 528. §l. eff. June: 29, 1992. 

§408~ Lake Maurepas; trawlin.g prohibited; nets in certain areas prohibited I 
A.. Trawlli:\g in Lake Maure.pa$ is hereby pmhibit.ed. I 
R The setting of any nets of any killd in Lake Marrrepas within one-half mile oi fue beaeon ligbt.s 

:marking the moa.ths of the Tickfaw, Tangipahoa., Amite, and Blind lUvers .and the Amite River diversion canal 
and Pass Manchac 1$ hereby prohibited. 
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7 

(ii) Bag and possession limits for black drum and 
sheepshea«t do not apply to the holder of a valid Commercial Fin.tish Fisherman's 
License . 

. (c) Devi~s, means and methods. 
(1} In &esh water only, it is unlawful to fish with more than 100 

hooks on all devices combined. 
(2) In community fishing lakes and in sections of rivers lying totally 

withh1 the boundaries of stat.e park$, game and non-game fish may be taken by pole 
and line only. 

(3) It is unlawful to take. atrempt to take, or possess fish caught in 
public waters of this state by any device, means, or method other than as 
authorized in this subsection. 

(4) In salt water only1 it is unlawful to fish with any device that is 
marked with a buoy made of a plastic bottle(s) of any colo1' or size. 

diameter. 

purposes only. 

(A) Cast m~t. It is unlawful to use a cast net e¥ceeding 14 feet in 

(i) Only non-game fish may be ta.ken with a cast net. 
(ii) In $alt water, non~ga.me fish may be ta.ken for bait 

{B) Dip net. 
(i) It is unlawful to use a dip net ~cept~ 
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(I) to aid in the landing of ti.sh caught on other legal 
devices; and 

(II) to t.ake non-game .fish. 
(ii) In salt wat.er, non-game fish m..ay be takien for bait 

putpO.ses only. 
(C) Gaff'. 

(i) It is unlawful to use a gaff except to aid in landing fish 
caught by other legal devices, means or methods,. 

{il) Fish landed with a gaff may not be below the minimum._ 
above the maximum, or within a protected length limit. 

{D) Gig. Only non .. game fish may be taken with a gig_ 

(E) Jugline. For use in fte.ah water only. Non-game ti.sh, ch~el 
catfish, blue catfish and flathead catfish may be taken with a jugline. It is unlawful 
to use a jugline: 

(i) with i~valid gear t.ag8, Gear tags must be attached 
within ab; inches of the fr@e-floa.ting device, are valid for 30 dayi; afte.r the date set 
out1 and must include the number of the permit to sell non~gatne fish-taken fl-om 
freshwater, if applicable; 

(ii) for commercial purpose$ that is not muked with an 
orange free-iloating device; 

(iii) for non""Commercial purpo8es that is not marked with a 

white free-floating device; 
(iv) in Lake Bastrop in BHtrop Courity, Bell Street Lake in 

Tom Green County. Bellwood Lake in Smith County, Lake Bryan in Brazos County, 
Boerne City Park Lake in l\endall County, Dixieland Reservoir in Cameron County, 
and Gibbons C.reek Reservoir in Grimes County. 

(F) Lawful archery equipment, Only non-game tish may be taken 

with lawful ~ery equipment. 
(G) Minnow trap. For use in fresh water only 

{i) Only non·game fish nuty be taken with a rniwiow trap. 
(ii) It is unlawful to use a minnow trap that exceeds 24 

inches in le.ngth or with a throat larger than Q.Q.e by three inches. 
(H) Perch traps. For use jn salt •at.er only. 

(i) Perch traps may be used only for taking non-game fish. 
(ii) Perch traps may not exceed 18 cubic feet. 
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(ill) Perch traps must be marked with floating visible orange 
buoy not: less than six inches in height and sll: inches in width. The buoy must have 
a gear tag attached. 

(I) Pole and line. Game and non-game 6sh may be taken by pole 
and line. It is unlawful to t.ake or attempt t.o take fish with one or more hoou 
attached to a line or artiticial lure used in a manner to foul-hook a fish (snagging or 
jerking). A fish is foul-hooked when caught by a hook in an area other than the 
fi.sh 's mouth. 

(J) Pun. seine (net). 
(i) Purse seines may be used only for taking n:u~nhaden, 

only from that portion of the Gulf of Mexico with.in tht jurisdiction of this state 
emnd.ing from one .. half mile offshore tQ nine nautical miles offshore, and only 
du.ring the period of time beginning the third Monday in April through the first day 
in November each year. 

(ii) Purse seines used for t.Aking menhaden may not be used 
within one mile of any jetty or psss. 

(iii) The pur$e a4!tine, not including the bag, shall not be less 
than three-fourths inch square rnesh. 

(K) Sail line. For use in salt wa,ter only. 
(i) Non·game fish, reel dru.m, spotted seatrout, and sharks 

may be take.n with a sail line. 
(ii) Line length shall not exceed 1>800 feet from the reel to 

the sail. 
(iii) The sail and most shoreward float 01ust be a highly 

visible orange or red color. 

{iv) No float on the lin~ :rna.y be mo~e than 200 feet frc,m the 
sail. 

{v) A weight of not less than one ounce shall be attached to 
the line not less than four feet or more than six feet shoreward o{ the last shoreward 
tloat. 

(vi) Refleet-Ors of not less than two square inches shall be 
affixed. to the sail and tloat.8 and shall be visible from all ~ons for sail lines 
operaWJ from. 30 minutes after sunset to ~O minutes before sunrise. 

fishing license. 

(vii) There is no hook spadng tequirement for sail lines. 
(vili) No more than one sail line may be used pet 6.sberman. 
(ix) Sail lines may not be used by the holder or a CQmmercial 
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(s) Sail lines muat be attended at all times the line is 
fishing. 

(xi) Sail lines may not have more th.an 30 hooks and no hook 
may be placed more than 200 feet from the sail. 

purpose& only. 

(L) Seine. 
(i) Only non. .. game fish me.y be t.aken with a seine. 
(ii) It is unlawful t.(J u~ a seine: 

(I) which is not manually operated. 
(II) with mesh eiceeding 112-inch square. 
(III) that exceeds 20 feet in length. 

(iil) In Mlt water, non-game fish way taken by seine for bait 

(M) Shad trawl. For use in fresh water only. 
(i) Only non-game fish may be taken with a shad trawl. 
(ii) It is unlawful to use a shad trawl longer than sa feet or 

with a mouth larger than a6 inches in c:Uauieter. 
(ill) A shad tra~l may be equipped with a runnel or throat 

and must be towed by boat or by hand. 
(NJ Shrimp trawl. For use in aalt water only. Non-game fish 

taken incidental to legal shrimping operations may be retained. The term 11lega1 
!hri.mping operations" is defined as the use of a legal trawl in places, at times, and 
in man.nei"S as authorized by the department. A person taking shrimp with a trawl 
may not retain a catch of finfish exceeding 50% of the total trawl catch by weight of 
shrimp on a shrimping vessel. ezcept that up to 1,200 live non-game fish not 
regulated by bag or size limits may be retained for bait between June 15 and 
August 14 aboard a vessel licensed for commercial bait shrimp fishing. A person 
using an individual bait shrimp trawl for recreational purposes may t~tain noxi· 
game fish in any amount tor bait, except those species regulated by bag or size 
limits. 

gun. 

(0) Spear. Only non-game fish may be taken with a spear. 
(P) Spear gun. Only non-game fish may be taken with spear 

(Q) Throwline. For use in fresh wat.er only. 
(i) Non-game fisht channel catfish, blue catfish and 

flathead catfish may be taken with a throwline. 
(il) It iB unlawful to use a throwline in Lake Bastrop in 

Bastrop County, Bell Street Lake in Tom Gteen County, Bellwood Lake in Smith 
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County, Lake Bryan in Brazos Co~tyt Boerne City Park Lake in Kendall County, 
Dizieland Reservoir in Cameron County, and Gibbons Creek. Reservoir in Grimes 
County. 

(R) TNtline. 
(i) Non~game fish~ channel catfish, blue catfish, and 

flathead catfish may be ~en by trotline. 
(ij) It is unlawful to use a trotline: 

(I) with a mainline length e:xceeding 600 feet; 
(II) with invalid geu tags. Gear tags mu.st be atta~hed 

within three feet of the first hook &t each end of the trotline and are valid for 30 
days aft.tr date set out; 

(III) with hook i~terval less than three horizontal feet~ 
(IV) with metallic stakes; or 
M with the main fi$hfo.g lil)e and attached hooks and 

stagings above the waters surface. 
(iii) In fr:e::ih water1 it is unlawful to use a trotline; 

(I) with more than 50 hooks; 
(II) in Gibbons Creek Reservoir in Grimes County, Lake 

Bastrop in Ba.strop County1 Fayette County Reservoir in Fayette County, Pink$ton 
Reservoir in Shelby County. Lake Bryan in Brazos County, Bellwood Lake i.n Sw.ith 
County. OW.eland Reservoir in Cameron County, Bell Street Lake in Tom Green 
County. and Boern~ City Park Lake in Kendall County. 

(iv) In salt water: 
m it is unlawful to use a trotline; 

(-a·) in or on the waters of the Gulf of Mexico 
within the jurisdi~tion of this state; 

(·b-) frotn which red drum. sharks or spotted 
sea.trout caught on the trotline are retained or pos.seesed; 

( ·C·) not marked with yellow flagging attached to 

stakes or with a yellow floating buoy not less than six inches in height and six 
inches in width attached to end firtures. All trotline floats must be yellow. 

( .,d.) placed closer than 50 feet from any other 
t.Totline> or set within 200 feet of the edge of the IntracoasW Waterway or its 
tribut.a:ry channels. No trotline may be fished with the ma.in fishing line and 
att.ached hooks and stagings above the water's surface; 

(-e·) baited w.ith otheJ," than natural bait, except sail 
lines; 
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(·f-) with hooks other than cirde~type hook with 
point curved in and htwing a gap (distance from point to shank) of no more than 
one-half inch, and with the diameter of the circle not less than five-eighths inch. 
Sail lines are e~cluded from the restrictions imposed by this clause; or 

(-g-) in &anaaa Cou.oty in Little Bay and the water 
area of Aransas Bay wjthin one-hali mile of a line from Hail Point on the Lamar 
Peninsula. then direct t.o the eastern end of Goose lsland, then along the southern 
shore of Goose Island, then along the causeway between Lamar Peninsula and Live 
Oak Peninsula, then along the eastern shorelinf? of the Live Oak Peninsula pas.t the 
town of Fulton, past Nine-Mile Point, pet the town of Rockport to a point at the 
east end of Talley Isl.and, including that pa.rt of Copano Bay with.in 1.000 feet of the 

causeway between Lamar Peninsula and Live Oak Peninsula. 
(ll) No trotline or trotline components, including lines 

and hookst but excluding poles, may be left in or on coastal waters between the 
hours of 1 p.m. on Friday through 1 p.m. on SWlday of each week, except that 
attended sail lines are excluded f.rom the restrictions imposed by th.is clause. Under 
the authority of the Texas Park.8 and Wildlife Code, §66.206(b), in the ·event small 
craft advisories or higher marine weather advi$0ries issued by the National 
Weather Service a.re in pl.ace at 8:00 a.ui. on Friday~ trotline8 may remain in the 
water until 6:00 p.11). on Friday. If small craft advisories are in place at 1:00 p.m. 
on Friday, trotline.s may remain in the water until Saturday. When :small craft 
advisoriea are lift.ed by 8:00 a.m. on Saturday, trotlines JD.Ust be removed by 1;00 

p,w. on Saturday. When smaJl craft advisories are lifted by 1:00 p.m. on Saturday, 
trotlines must be removed by 6:00 p.m. on Saturday. When small craft advisories or 
higher marine weather advisories ue still in place at 1:00 p.m. on Saturday, 
trotlines may remain in the water through 1:00 p.m. on Sunday, lt is a violation to 
tend, bait, or harvest fish or any other aquatic life f:rou;i trotl.ines during the period 
that trotline removal requirements are suspended under this provision for adverse 
weather amditions. For purposes of enforcement, the geographic area custotnarily 
covered by marine weather advisories will be delineated by department policy; 

($) Umbrella net. 
(i) Only non-game fish may be taken with an umbrella net. 
{ii) It is unJ~wful to use an umbrella net with the .area 

within the fra,i:ne exceediQ.g 16 square feet. 

§65.78. Crabs and Ghost Shrimp. 
(a) Bagt possession and siie limi~. 
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